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INT. NO. 604:                       
By Council Members Rivera, James and Martinez (by request of the Mayor)
TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the New York city charter and the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the powers and duties of the office of chief medical examiner.
CHARTER:
Amends Subdivision f of Section 557.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends Sections 17-201 and 17-205.

INTRODUCTION

The Committee on Health, chaired by Council Member Joel Rivera, will meet at 1:00 p.m. on October 11, 2007 for a hearing on Int. No. 604, a local law that would amend the New York City Charter to give the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner (OCME) the authority to perform the functions of the City mortuary and to provide forensic and related testing and analysis. The Committee heard testimony on this bill at a hearing on October 11, 2007.
BACKGROUND

The current City Charter gives OCME authority over deceased individuals whose deaths were caused by “criminal violence, by accident, by suicide, suddenly when in apparent health, when unattended by a physician, in a correctional facility or in any suspicious or unusual manner or where an application is made pursuant to law for a permit to cremate the body of a person.”
 OCME also performs other functions. OCME operates the City mortuary, including processing deceased bodies and performing autopsies.
 In addition, OCME performs functions related to criminal investigations, such as providing forensic services, including DNA testing.

INT. NO. 604


Section 1 of Int. No. 604 would amend Subdivision f of Section 557 of the City Charter by making it Paragraph 1. A new paragraph 2 of Subdivision f would be added stating that the Chief Medical Examiner shall perform the functions of the City mortuary and related functions, including the removal, transportation and disposal of unclaimed or unidentified human remains and the remains of those individuals who have died outside of a medical institution. 

A new Paragraph 3 of Subdivision f would be added to allow the Chief Medical Examiner, to the extent permitted by law, to provide forensic and related testing and analysis, and ancillary services, in furtherance of investigations concerning persons both alive and deceased, including but not limited to: performing autopsies; performing deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) testing and other forms of genetic testing and analysis; obtaining samples and exemplars; performing pathology, histology and toxicology testing and analysis; and determining the cause or manner of injuries and/or death. 

A new Paragraph 4 of Subdivision f would give the Chief Medical Examiner the authority to engage in health research in conjunction with DOHMH consistent with paragraph two of Subdivision d of Section 556 of the Charter, notwithstanding any inconsistent provision of Section 557 of the Charter and in addition to any other powers and duties of the Chief Medical Examiner. 

Section 2 of Int. No. 604 would amend Section 17-201 of the Administrative Code to maintain the current legal obligations concerning reporting of deaths, but reflect the changes to the City Charter made in Section 1 of Int. No. 604. 

Section 3 of Int. No. 604 would amend Section 17-205 of the Administrative Code to preserve current obligations for the records that the Chief Medical Examiner is required to keep, but would update the Administrative Code to reflect the changes to the City Charter made in Section 1 of Int. No. 604.

Section 4 of Int. No. 604 would make the local law effective immediately upon enactment. 







� NYC Charter § 557(f) (2007).


� Mayor’s Office of Operations, City of N.Y., Mayor’s Management Report Fiscal 2007 9 (2007). 


� Id.
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