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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Council Member

          3  Robinson, will you kindly take the Speaker's chair,

          4  provided you promise to give it back.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Yes. Thank

          6  you very much, Mr. Speaker, and good afternoon, to

          7  my colleagues in government, ladies and gentlemen.

          8  It is indeed an honor and a pleasure for me today to

          9  bring forth these distinguished people from the

         10  Brooklyn community.

         11                 The first person that I would like to

         12  recognize is a young man who has distinguished

         13  himself and his name is Richard Maurice Parker.

         14  Richard Parker is a sophomore at Brooklyn Technical

         15  High School.

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Richard, come on up.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Richard

         18  began scouting as a Cub Scout at St. Phillips Church

         19  263 in 1990. In 1994 he received his Arrow of Light,

         20  and on July 22nd, 1998 he passed the Eagle Board of

         21  Review at the age of 14. The Eagle Scout Award is

         22  the highest award available to youth members of the

         23  Boyscouts of America. It represents many years of

         24  dedicated effort. Only two out of every 100 scouts

         25  qualify for the rank of Eagle.
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          2                 In order to attain this rank a scout

          3  must complete 21 merit badges, do community service

          4  and complete an involved and lengthy project.

          5                 Richard also earned a bronze palm,

          6  which means he successfully completed an additional

          7  five merit badges beyond the 21 required.

          8                 Richard's Eagle Project was to plan,

          9  coordinate and implement a legal aid workshop in his

         10  community. Under Richard's leadership Boyscouts from

         11  Troop 263 volunteered at the Legal Aid Society and

         12  disseminated Legal Aid brochures and pamphlets

         13  throughout their respective churches, community

         14  centers and schools. Ladies and gentlemen, I present

         15  to you Richard Maurice Parker.

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Congratulations,

         17  Richard. Come on up for a photograph. Anybody in

         18  your family, come on up. We will take pictures too.

         19  We will have our photographer take pictures.

         20                 Richard, on behalf of Annette

         21  Robinson and the entire Council, already you have

         22  learned to be trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly,

         23  courteous, kind, cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean and

         24  reverent. So, as you can see, I was also a Boyscout,

         25  but never an Eagle Scout.
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          2                 So, congratulations. God bless, God

          3  speed, and we will get together here for a

          4  photograph.

          5                 Congratulations. God bless and keep

          6  up the good work, son.

          7                 Richard, would you like to say

          8  something?

          9                 MR. PARKER: I would just like to

         10  thank the City of New York for recognizing this

         11  accomplishment and Council Chambers, especially Ms.

         12  Robinson, thank you. And I would like to thank my

         13  mother for helping me make it this far. Thank you.

         14                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Very nice, Richard.

         15  Thank you.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Thank you.

         17  My next honoree is a woman who has distinguished

         18  herself in public service and in the private sector,

         19  and she has just decided that she was going to

         20  retire. And in her retirement, she completed her

         21  service up in the Bronx and my colleague, Adolpho

         22  Carrion, she worked very closely with him and I

         23  asked my colleague to come and stand here with me

         24  and she is also a dear and a very special friend.

         25  She was the Executive Director of the Bronx
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          2  Perinatal Consortium in the Bronx where the task, or

          3  the mission of the Bronx Perinatal Consortium was to

          4  reduce infant mortality and she successfully did

          5  that, and of course we will hear it in the

          6  proclamation that is read. It gives me great

          7  pleasure to introduce to you, Mr. Speaker, Cynthia

          8  Doris Penn.

          9                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Cynthia, come

         10  forward. Very nice, Cynthia. Do you have anybody

         11  else with you?

         12                 MS. PENN: Yes.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Come on up, anybody

         14  that is with Cynthia. We will have the proclamation

         15  read into the record, and as you are about to see,

         16  our history goes back to 1625 and you are now an

         17  important part of that.

         18                 Carlos, our City Clerk.

         19                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Proclamation.

         20                 The Council of the City of New York.

         21                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         22  New York is pleased and proud to honor Cynthia D.S.

         23  Penn, a community-minded accountant, business

         24  consultant and health care advocate, who retires

         25  this year after many years of distinguished service;
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          2  and

          3                 Whereas: Ms. Penn has lent her

          4  accounting and management skills to several small

          5  businesses and community agencies, including the Ft.

          6  Green Senior Citizen Council, Empress Senior Citizen

          7  Center and the Community Family Planning Council

          8  helping them to grow and to develop; and

          9                 Whereas: Cynthia Penn has been a

         10  member of the New York State Assembly Health

         11  Committee Prenatal Advisory Committee, the American

         12  Public Health Association, and the New York City

         13  Comptroller's Citywide Task Force on Adolescent

         14  Pregnancy, Parenting and prevention; and

         15                 Whereas: Cynthia Penn has served as

         16  treasurer for many community organizations,

         17  including the Sisters Against South African

         18  Apartheid and Alternative Visions for Children and

         19  Family Development, she is a member of the House of

         20  the Lord Church and is married with three sons, two

         21  grandchildren; now

         22                 Therefore, let it be known that the

         23  Council of the City of New York honors Cynthia D. F.

         24  Penn for her outstanding contributions to the

         25  community and wishes her well in her retirement.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you very much,

          3  Cynthia. This is now yours. You are part of our

          4  great history and you made our history even greater.

          5                 Would you like to take this

          6  opportunity to address us?

          7                 MS. PENN: Yes, I would like to take

          8  this opportunity. There is nothing that we do that

          9  we are able to do without the support of wonderful

         10  people around us, and so I want to take this

         11  opportunity to thank Councilwoman Annette Robinson

         12  for this distinguished honor, and also Councilman

         13  Adolpho Carrion, who worked so closely with me in

         14  the Bronx, because without them none of this would

         15  have been possible.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Very nice. God

         18  bless. We know that you are going to continue

         19  helping people, because that is the way you are.

         20  Thank you.

         21                 Annette.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: And finally,

         23  Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to -- well, not my

         24  pleasure really -- to announce the retirement of one

         25  of my very dear and valued employees, Deloris Olf.
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          2  Ms. Olf, this is her second retirement. She was an

          3  assistant teacher in public school and then she came

          4  to work in my office several years ago and she has

          5  now said, Annette, I am throwing in my hat for

          6  another time, and so we just wanted to recognize her

          7  in a special way because she worked so hard to

          8  ensure that the senior citizens that came into that

          9  office was served, whether they needed housing,

         10  whether they needed protective services, whether

         11  they need the food to eat, or whether they needed

         12  clothing, she was there to help them, and I just

         13  wanted to recognize her in a very special way in

         14  this Chamber today as we say it is all right for you

         15  to take your rest now and go on and sail into the

         16  sunset and go on your trips and do what you would

         17  like to do, Deloris Marie Olf.

         18                 I would like all of the staff that is

         19  present to come and stand with us at this time.

         20                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Absolutely. Anybody

         21  else here with Deloris? Good.

         22                 Okay, Carlos, there is nothing better

         23  than good public servants that make elected

         24  officials look good, so go ahead.

         25                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: The Council, City
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          2  of New York, Proclamation.

          3                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          4  New York is pleased and proud to honor Deloris M.

          5  Olf, former aid to Council Member Annette Robinson,

          6  who retired this year after a distinguished tenure

          7  of public service; and

          8                 Whereas: Prior to her tenure in the

          9  office of Council Member Robinson, Deloris worked

         10  for 17 years as an educational assistant for the

         11  Board of Education for the City of New York,

         12  assisting students in reading and math and helping

         13  to prepare them for Citywide exams; and

         14                 Whereas: Ms. Olf has been a key

         15  figure in the success of the office of Council

         16  Member Robinson and has demonstrated her outstanding

         17  ability in the field of public service; now

         18                 Therefore, let it be known, that the

         19  Council of the City of New York honors Deloris M.

         20  Olf for her tremendous contribution to the community

         21  and wishes her the best of luck on her retirement

         22  and in all of her future endeavors.

         23                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Deloris. You

         24  obviously are very, very popular and a very, very

         25  helpful person, so that we all here in the entire
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          2  City now make you part of our history and hope that

          3  forever you will come back and keep helping because

          4  we need a lot of help, okay?

          5                 MS. OLF: Thank you. It is truly an

          6  honor to receive this proclamation. I am grateful to

          7  Council Member Robinson and the staff Ms. Malovely,

          8  Mr. Penn, and the rest of the staff. Anyway, I can't

          9  tell you how happy I am and how grateful, not only

         10  am I getting this at a time when I am reaching -- I

         11  am a senior myself, come next month I will be 70

         12  years old so this is an honor for me.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Well, you have a

         14  long, long way to go and you take our best wishes

         15  with you. Thank you so much.

         16                 MS. OLF: Thank you.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Okay, Annette?

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: I am

         19  finished.

         20                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Council Member

         21  Espada.

         22                 You can only use that if you promise

         23  to give it back.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Right back, I

         25  promise.
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          2                 Thank you so much, Mr. Speaker. Thank

          3  you all today for giving me the opportunity to

          4  really and truly honor two heros and the type of

          5  heros that are often unsung heros. This is the type

          6  of scenario where I have to give a little bit of the

          7  background for because it is over eight years in the

          8  works that this proclamation took to become.

          9                 You see the young man standing over

         10  here with the glasses? Please stand up. This is

         11  Jeffrey Blake. This young man was arrested because

         12  someone told a lie. And it took eight years to

         13  uncover that lie, and it was solely through the

         14  efforts of Ms. Michelle Fox and Ms. Janice Mitchell,

         15  these two young ladies here. It was their

         16  perseverance, it was their commitment to freeing

         17  this young man and uncovering the untruths that have

         18  been told that he was able to obtain freedom.

         19                 So, although we do not give a

         20  proclamation to Jeffrey Blake today, we are able to

         21  share justice and freedom with him in the capacity

         22  that he has today, and able to say to him

         23  congratulations, and of course to your two angels

         24  and fighters, congratulations for a good effort.

         25  There has to be a way to institutionalize that kind
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          2  of commitment.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 SPEAKER VALLONE: This is your

          5  opportunity to say a couple of things if you would

          6  like.

          7                 MR. BLAKE: Well, I would just like to

          8  say that it was a blessing to have Michelle and

          9  Janice working with me because if I didn't have them

         10  I probably wouldn't be here today.

         11                 MS. FOX: I just would like --

         12                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Michelle, before you

         13  speak, we have this fabulous proclamation for you,

         14  which outlines what Council Member Espada just said,

         15  and on behalf of myself and the entire Council I

         16  would like you to have this before you speak, okay?

         17                 Congratulations.

         18                 MS. FOX: I just want to thank Council

         19  Member Espada on behalf of Janice and myself. We

         20  work for the Legal Aid Society and really without

         21  the institutional support that the Council has

         22  provided to the Legal Aid Society this wouldn't have

         23  been possible. So, just think about that in terms of

         24  the budget. Thanks.

         25                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Was that a pitch for
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          2  the budget?

          3                 And Janice, we would like to present

          4  this to you also. The work of Legal Aid sometimes

          5  and most times is unheralded but this would not be

          6  the same City, nor would it be justice without you.

          7                 Janice, would you like an opportunity

          8  to say something?

          9                 MS. MITCHELL: I just want to thank

         10  Councilman Espada for the opportunity to be here

         11  today, and I am very, very grateful for this

         12  proclamation. It's once in a lifetime, and thank you

         13  for the opportunity.

         14                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Okay. And now we

         15  have the two Legal Aid lawyers, but we have the head

         16  of Legal Aid here, Daniel Greenberg.

         17                 Daniel, come up and tell us how much

         18  money you need. No, I am only kidding.

         19                 MR. GREENBERG: Well, we are usually

         20  saying that but we always say we need more money in

         21  the context of extraordinary, extraordinary

         22  advocates like Jan and like Michelle, and when a

         23  case like this comes forward and you see the

         24  tangible results of adequately funding a defense

         25  system, that is part of the tangible reason that we
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          2  keep coming back. So, it's not a pitch for budget,

          3  it's a pitch for justice, and that is what we are

          4  all about.

          5                 So, thank you very much.

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you Daniel.

          7                 We want a formal group shot. Just

          8  turn your proclamation around and we will get

          9  everybody in here.

         10                 Council Member Fisher, go ahead.

         11                 Okay, thank you very, very much, and

         12  keep up the good work.

         13                 Okay, we are ready to start the

         14  meeting. Thank you, Mr. Public Advocate.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:  Would the

         16  clerk please call the roll at this time.

         17                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Abel.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Berman.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Boyland.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Carrion.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Clarke.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Cruz.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Dear.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: DiBrienza.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Dilan.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Eisland.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Eldridge.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Eristoff.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ERISTOFF: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Espada.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Fiala.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Fisher.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Foster.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Freed.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Golden.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Harrison.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Henry.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Koslowitz.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Lasher.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Leffler.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Linares.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Lopez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Marshall.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: McCaffrey.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Michels.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Miller.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: O'Donovan.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Perkins.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Pinkett.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Povman.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Provenzano.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Reed.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Rivera.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Robinson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Robles.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Rodriguez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Sabini.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Spigner.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Stabile.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Warden.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Watkins.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: White.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Wooten.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Ognibene.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Speaker Mr.

         16  Vallone.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Here.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: At this point,

         19  thank you for your demonstration, a quorum having

         20  been established, we will start the meeting and I

         21  would ask you to observe the invocation.

         22                 Rabbi Jonathan Glass now will speak,

         23  and I would appreciate it if you would be quite and

         24  let the Rabbi give the invocation to this Stated

         25  Meeting. And if you won't be quiet, you will have to
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          2  leave at this time.

          3                 Sergeant-At-Arms, please escort out

          4  the demonstrators.

          5                 Please rise for the invocation

          6  delivered, again, by our friend and colleague Rabbi

          7  Jonathan Glass of the Civic Center Synagogue.

          8                 Rabbi Glass.

          9                 RABBI GLASS: Thank you, Mr. Public

         10  Advocate.

         11                 Men and women of the City Council, in

         12  two days we commemorate the birthday of Abraham

         13  Lincoln, which begins a week of remembering our

         14  great leaders.

         15                 Lincoln was distinctive in his

         16  ability to ask from society to see beyond what it

         17  had accepted already as moral and changed to a

         18  higher standard. This is one of the hardest tasks of

         19  good government. I extend my blessing to this

         20  meeting of the City Council, that it find the same

         21  strength and inspiration to influence all of its

         22  actions on behalf of this great City, and through

         23  these efforts to bring us all to an even higher

         24  moral plane. Amen.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Amen.
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          2                 Thank you very much.

          3                 Please be seated. To spread the

          4  invocation in full upon the record, I would like to

          5  call on Council Member Freed.

          6                 Is Council Member Freed here? Not

          7  seeing her, Council Member Berman.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: I move to

          9  respectfully spread the invocation upon the record.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered,

         11  thank you, sir.

         12                 For the adoption of the minutes, I

         13  would like to call on Council Member Dear.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: I make a motion

         15  to move the adopted minutes of the last meeting.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered.

         17  Thank you, Council Member Dear.

         18                 Any Messages and Papers from the

         19  Mayor?

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M467.

         21                 Communication from the Mayor,

         22  submitting the name of Peter Caliendo, Board of

         23  Standards and Appeals.

         24                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Rules, Privileges

         25  and Elections.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M468.

          3                 Communication from the Mayor, New

          4  York City Transitional Finance Authority, debt

          5  limits.

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Received, ordered,

          7  printed and filed.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M469.

          9                 Communication from the Mayor,

         10  submitting financial plan.

         11                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Finance.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M470.

         13                 Communication from the Mayor,

         14  submitting Preliminary Expense Budget.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Finance.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M471.

         17                 Communication from the Mayor,

         18  submitting contract budget report.

         19                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Finance.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M472.

         21                 Communication from the Mayor,

         22  submitting geographic report.

         23                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Finance.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M473.

         25                 Communication from the Mayor,
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          2  submitting departmental estimates.

          3                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Finance.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M474.

          5                 Communication from the Mayor,

          6  submitting the Preliminary capital budget.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Finance.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M475.

          9                 Communication from the Mayor,

         10  submitting the Preliminary Capital Budget detailed

         11  data.

         12                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Finance.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M476.

         14                 Communication from the Mayor,

         15  submitting the Preliminary Capital Budget.

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Finance.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M477.

         18                 Communication from the Mayor,

         19  submitting the Capital Commitment Plan.

         20                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Finance.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M478.

         22                 Communication from the Mayor,

         23  submitting the Preliminary ten-year capital

         24  strategy.

         25                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Finance.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Communication

          3  from City, County and Borough Offices.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M479.

          5                 Communication from the Taxi and

          6  Limousine Commission, base station license renewal,

          7  Dejoy's Red Top.

          8                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Transportation.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M480.

         10                 Communication from Taxi and Limousine

         11  Commission, base station license renewal, Simcha Car

         12  Service.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Transportation.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M481.

         15                 Communication from the Taxi and

         16  Limousine Commission, base station license renewal,

         17  Area's Two Transportation, Inc.

         18                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Transportation.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M482.

         20                 Communication from the Taxi and

         21  Limousine Commission, base station license renewal,

         22  Alex Express Car and Limo.

         23                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Transportation.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M483.

         25                 Base station license renewal, Carlton
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          2  & Carlton Car Service, Inc.

          3                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Transportation.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M484.

          5                 Base station renewal application, New

          6  Family Radio Dispatcher, Inc.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Transportation.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M485.

          9                 Base station renewal application,

         10  W.E. Car and Limousine Service, Inc.

         11                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Transportation.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M486.

         13                 Base station license renewal, Liberty

         14  Car Service.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Transportation.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M487.

         17                 Base station license renewal,

         18  Automotive Service System.

         19                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Transportation.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M488.

         21                 Base station license renewal, Kuk Je

         22  Limo Service, Inc.

         23                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Transportation.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M489.

         25                 Base station license renewal Merrick
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          2  Car Service.

          3                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Transportation.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M490.

          5                 Base station renewal application,

          6  Afrodent Corporation.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Transportation.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M491.

          9                 Base station license renewal,

         10  Rose'N'Dale Care Service.

         11                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Transportation.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M492.

         13                 Base station renewal, Barrios Car

         14  Service.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Transportation.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M494.

         17                 Base station license renewal, Diplo

         18  Radio Dispatcher, Inc.

         19                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Transportation.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M494.

         21                 Base station license renewal, Melt

         22  Service, Inc.

         23                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Transportation.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Petitions and

         25  Communications.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: None, sir.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Land Use

          4  Call-Ups.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M495.

          6                 By Council Member Eldridge, pursuant

          7  to rules of the Council and the Charter, ULURP

          8  990035 PQM, subject to Council review.

          9                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on a call-up

         10  vote.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M496.

         12                 By Council Member Lopez. Unenclosed

         13  sidewalk cafes, 296-300 Third Avenue.

         14                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on a call-up

         15  vote.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M497.

         17                 By Council Member Miller --

         18                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on a call-up

         19  vote.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M498.

         21                 By Council Member Robles. ULURP

         22  970220 PSK, subject to Council review.

         23                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on a call-up

         24  vote.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M499.
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          2                 By Council Member Eisland. ULURP

          3  C9070087 ZSM, shall be subject to Council review.

          4                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on a call-up

          5  vote.

          6                 Can we have a vote now, please, on

          7  just the Land Use items on a coupled call-up vote?

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Will the clerk

          9  please call the roll.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Abel.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Boyland.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Carrion.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Clarke.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dear.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dilan.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eisland.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eristoff.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ERISTOFF: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Espada.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fiala.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fisher.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Foster.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Golden.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Henry.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lasher.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Leffler.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Linares.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lopez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Miller.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: O'Donovan.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Perkins.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Povman.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Provenzano.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reed.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rivera.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robinson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robles.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rodriguez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Sabini.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Stabile.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Warden.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: White.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Wooten.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Leffler.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Miller.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Ognibene.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Speaker Mr.

         17  Vallone.

         18                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Yes.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: By a vote of

         20  37 in the affirmative to nothing in the negative,

         21  adopted, and referred to the Committee on Land Use.

         22                 At this time is there a communication

         23  from the Speaker?

         24                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Yes, there are

         25  several. We will conclude with the most important,
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          2  but we cannot minimize the importance of the birth

          3  to one of our Council Member's lovely new child born

          4  to Catherine and Andrew Eristoff. Welcome, George

          5  Eristoff, to this world of ours.

          6                 Andrew, does George have anything to

          7  say through you?

          8                 Also, we will adjourn this meeting in

          9  memory of lives that were lost this week, Council

         10  Member Michels' mother-in-law Bella Sokolov, King

         11  Hussain who tried to do so much in terms of

         12  restoring peace in a very troubled area.

         13                 And lastly, I would like to say a few

         14  words about the recent death of Amadou Diallo. Every

         15  single Council member who I have spoken to, and I

         16  think I speak for all, is shocked and outraged by an

         17  incident that occurred in our City this week, where

         18  this young man was shot 19 times with 41 different

         19  rounds aimed in his direction.

         20                 While we can never know until all the

         21  facts come out exactly what happened, we do know

         22  that what happened is intolerable and must not

         23  happen again.

         24                 Speaking with one voice to the Mayor,

         25  I conveyed our very strong feeling that this young
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          2  man's death must not be in vain, and procedures that

          3  have not heretofore been taken must be implemented,

          4  and those procedures have to start in the Academy

          5  itself, and we are going to want to know exactly

          6  what goes on, what kind of sensitivity courses are

          7  taught, what additional courses must be taught, the

          8  sensitivity courses in the new precincts. We are

          9  going to want to implement as many procedures as

         10  possible, because it was this Council that pledged

         11  to this City that we would have a police force

         12  capable of restoring law and order to this town and

         13  we did that, and we didn't do it alone, we did it

         14  with the cooperation of every citizen of this town,

         15  it could not have occurred if everyone didn't

         16  cooperate.

         17                 And while we are vastly proud of the

         18  majority of our police officers and the work and the

         19  lives that they have to protect every day, we cannot

         20  and will not allow any one or two or more officers

         21  to despoil the excellence of our Department. So that

         22  this will not be a normal oversight simple hearing,

         23  it will not be the normal simple passage of a law,

         24  this calls for full-time cooperation between the

         25  Police Commissioner, the Mayor and this Council, as
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          2  we go into the next century. This calls for the

          3  complete confidence of every citizen in this City,

          4  whether race, religion, color or creed makes no

          5  difference, it calls for the full confidence of

          6  every citizen to know that police officers too are

          7  citizens of our town, and if we had our way, every

          8  police officer would be a resident of our town.

          9                 This is another time for the New York

         10  State Legislature to take a look at the pleas that

         11  we have been making for years, for decades, to allow

         12  our own police officers to be residents of this

         13  town, as exists throughout the rest of this state.

         14                 That being said, I want to assure all

         15  of my colleagues, you have the letter that I

         16  hand-delivered to the Mayor before you, and I can

         17  say that the Mayor was completely cooperative,

         18  indicated that he will cooperate in any manner,

         19  shape or form until the truth comes out, that he has

         20  indicated the Police Commissioner will meet with

         21  every one of us to explain what they know up until

         22  now and what is going to transpire in the future.

         23  But I tell you, as speaker of this Council, with one

         24  voice, the death of this young man will not be in

         25  vain and all of us, while we pray for his soul, will
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          2  do whatever we can as the elected law-makers of this

          3  City, to ensure that it doesn't happen again.

          4                 Thank you, my colleagues.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you, Mr.

          6  Speaker.

          7                 Is there anything else in the

          8  Communication from the Speaker?

          9                 SPEAKER VALLONE: No, sir.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Discussion of

         11  General Orders. Does any member seek to be

         12  recognized for up to two minutes on any matter to be

         13  voted on today?

         14                 Seeing no one, let us move to Report

         15  of Special Committees.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: None, sir.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Report of

         18  Standing Committees.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Reports of the

         20  Committee on Finance.

         21                 M460 and companion resolution 607.

         22  Transfer of funds within the Board of Education.

         23                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on general

         24  order.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 346 and
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          2  companion resolution 608. Preconsidered support of

          3  housing program for the elderly, 825 Melrose Avenue,

          4  Bronx.

          5                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 23 and

          7  companion resolution 609. UDAAP 010098 HAM, Central

          8  Harlem Partnership New Homes, Manhattan.

          9                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 312 and

         11  companion resolution 610. UDAAP 19995131, Fifth

         12  Avenue Homes, Manhattan.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 313 and

         15  companion resolution 611. UDAAP 19995132, Bushwick

         16  Green V Phase II, Brooklyn.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 324 and

         19  companion resolution 612. UDAAP 19995151 HAX, 991-95

         20  East 167th Street, et al., Bronx.

         21                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 325 and

         23  companion resolution 613. UDAAP 19995152 HAX, 382

         24  East 168th Street, et al., Bronx.

         25                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Reports of the

          3  Committee on Land Use.

          4                 LU 23, UDAAP 010098 HAM, Central Home

          5  Partnership, Manhattan.

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Approved and

          7  referred to Finance pursuant to rule 6.50 of the

          8  Council.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 255 and

         10  companion resolution 614. ULURP 990108 HUK,

         11  Williamsburg 1.

         12                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 256 and

         14  companion resolution 615. Williamsburg Urban Renewal

         15  Area, Brooklyn.

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 257 and

         18  companion resolution 616. ULURP C990052 HAX, 823

         19  Melrose Avenue, et al., Bronx.

         20                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 258 and

         22  companion resolution 617. ULURP 990092 ZMK, zoning,

         23  Brooklyn.

         24                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 285 and
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          2  companion resolution 618, Landmark Preservation. 363

          3  Broome Street, Manhattan.

          4                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 293 and

          6  companion resolution 619, UDAAP 19995101 HAX, 796

          7  East 163rd Street, et al., Bronx.

          8                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 299 and

         10  companion resolution 620. ULURP 980403 ZMK, zoning,

         11  Wythe Avenue, Brooklyn.

         12                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 309 and

         14  companion resolution 621. Landmark preservation

         15  designation, 222 Bowery, Manhattan.

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 311 and

         18  companion resolution 622. UDAAP 19995130 HAM, 180

         19  Christopher Street, Manhattan.

         20                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 312. UDAAP

         22  19995131 HAM, Fifth Avenue Homes, Manhattan.

         23                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Approved and

         24  referred pursuant to 6.50.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 313. UDAAP
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          2  19995132 HAK, Bushwick Green V, Phase II, Brooklyn.

          3                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Approved and

          4  referred pursuant to 6.50.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 314 and

          6  companion resolution 623. Landmarks preservation

          7  designation, 23 Park Avenue, Manhattan.

          8                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 317 and

         10  companion resolution 624. ULURP C980684 PPR,

         11  City-owned property, Staten Island.

         12                 SPEAKER VALLONE: This is a motion to

         13  disapprove.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 318 and

         15  companion resolution 625, zoning resolution 980681

         16  ZRM, zoning, Manhattan.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 320. ULURP

         19  C990034 PPR, City-owned property, Staten Island.

         20                 SPEAKER VALLONE: This is approved

         21  with modifications, referred pursuant to 11.20(b)

         22  and section 197(d) of the Charter.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 323 and

         24  companion resolution 626. UDAAP 19995150 HAM, 6 West

         25  103rd Street, et al., Manhattan.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 324, UDAAP

          4  19995151 HAX, 991-95 East 167th Street, et al.,

          5  Bronx.

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Approved and

          7  referred, pursuant to 6.50.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 325. UDAAP

          9  1995152 HAX, 382 East 168th Street, et al., Bronx.

         10                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Approved and

         11  referred pursuant to 6.50.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 327 and

         13  companion resolution 627. ULURP C990109 GFM,

         14  revocable consent signage, Manhattan.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU329, ULURP

         17  C990036 PPR, City-owned property, Staten Island.

         18                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Approved with

         19  modification and referred pursuant to Rule 11.20(b)

         20  and 197(d) of the Charter.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 330 and

         22  companion resolution 628. Preconsidered ULURP 980682

         23  ZSM, special permit, zoning, Manhattan.

         24                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: General Order
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          2  Calendar.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 320 and

          4  companion resolution 629. ULURP C990034 PPR,

          5  City-owned property, Staten Island.

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Resolution

          8  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

          9                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         10                 At this time I would ask for a roll

         11  call on the entire general order calendar, please.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Will the Clerk

         13  please call the roll.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Abel.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Boyland.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Carrion.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Clarke.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Pass.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dear.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dilan.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Yes, on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eisland.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eristoff.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ERISTOFF: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Espada.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fiala.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fisher.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: If I can be

         14  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         15                 I vote aye on all of the coupled

         16  general items. I wanted to call my colleagues'

         17  attention to the four Land Use items, 255, 256, 8

         18  and 99 -- 299, in the Williamsburg section. These

         19  changes will facilitate the construction of some

         20  badly needed housing. We have a severe housing

         21  shortage throughout that area and Council Member

         22  Robles and I have worked very hard over the last few

         23  years to address that problem.

         24                 But I also wanted to call attention

         25  to my colleagues to the fact that this illustrates
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          2  some of the problems that we have in the zoning

          3  resolution written in 1961, outdated for the 21st

          4  Century, the notion of reserving large tracts of

          5  waterfront land for industrial uses and ignoring

          6  international labor markets and Land Use patterns in

          7  the City today has created a bottleneck to

          8  appropriate development of housing and the kind of

          9  jobs that we need in the 21st century, and I would

         10  urge all of you to look within your own districts, I

         11  think you will find similar anomalous situations

         12  created by the fact that the zoning resolution is so

         13  out of date, and would suggest to you that we start

         14  to create a movement to get a complete overhaul of a

         15  document that mentions phonographs and not computers

         16  and has more amendments than original text.

         17                 Thank you very much.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Foster.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fiala.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Freed.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Golden.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Henry.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lasher.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Leffler.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Linares.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lopez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Miller.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: O'Donovan.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Perkins.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: I vote aye on

         21  all, except M460 and reso 607, which I vote no.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Povman.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Provenzano.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reed.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rivera.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robinson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Mr. Public

          8  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: I vote aye

         11  on all general coupled orders, except there are a

         12  couple of Land Use items that I am abstaining on and

         13  that would Land Use item LU 256 and LU 258 and also

         14  LU 299.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robles.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rodriguez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Sabini.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Stabile.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Warden.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Watkins.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Aye. May I

          5  please receive permission to vote on the Land Use

          6  items?

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Any objection?

          8  Hearing none, please.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: I vote aye on

         10  all Land Use.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: White.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY Wooten.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Clarke.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY DiBrienza.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Unless

         19  there is objection, I would like to be recorded as

         20  present voting for the Land Use Call-Ups and in the

         21  affirmative on the coupled general orders.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Hearing no

         23  objection, so ordered.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Ognibene.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Speaker Mr.

          3  Vallone.

          4                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Aye.

          5                 Council Member Marshall would like to

          6  vote.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Marshall.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: If there are

          9  no objections, may I vote to the Land Use?

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: With no

         11  objection, so ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: I vote aye

         13  on all the Land Use and aye on all general coupled

         14  orders.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: All coupled

         18  general orders are adopted by a 43 to nothing vote.

         19                 M460 and Res 607 are adopted 42 to

         20  one.

         21                 Land Use 256, 258, 299 are commonly

         22  adopted, 42 in the affirmative, nothing in the

         23  negative, one abstention.

         24                 At this time, Introduction and

         25  Reading of Bills.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            49

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Yes, at this time I

          3  would ask that all the bills be referred to the

          4  Committee as indicated, with the exception of one

          5  that is on for immediate consideration, which I

          6  think is the most important one, which was

          7  originally introduced by Council Members Perkins,

          8  Carrion, Pinkett, Cruz, Linares and Boyland, and

          9  which I have asked to add my name onto, and I am

         10  sure that many others here would like to do the

         11  same. With Council Member Perkins' permission, I

         12  would like to have the resolution read in full.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: By all means,

         14  thank you.

         15                 CITY CLERK CHERRY: Whereas: On

         16  February 4th, 1999, a 20-year-old West African

         17  immigrant named Amadou Diallo was killed by four New

         18  York City police officers, who, according to

         19  published reports, fired 41 shots at the man; and

         20                 Whereas: According to media reports,

         21  the unarmed Diallo, who had no criminal record, was

         22  fatally shot in the doorway of his Bronx apartment

         23  building, at 1157 Wheeler Avenue in the Soundview

         24  section of the Bronx; and

         25                 Whereas: According to a New York
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          2  Times article, all four plainclothes officers used

          3  nine millimeter semi-automatic service pistols, each

          4  of which hold 16 bullets that can be discharged

          5  within seconds; and

          6                 Whereas: Two of the officers, Sean

          7  Carroll and Edward McMillian, fired all 16 of the

          8  bullets in their guns, Officer Kenneth Boss fired

          9  five times, and Officer Richard Murphy fired four

         10  times; and

         11                 Whereas, the tragic shooting is being

         12  investigated by the Bronx District Attorney's

         13  Office, and the investigation is being monitored by

         14  the United States Attorney's Office; and

         15                 Whereas: This follows in the wake of

         16  the notorious cases of Abner Louima in Brooklyn, and

         17  Anthony Biaz in the Bronx; now

         18                 Therefore, let it be resolved, that

         19  the Council of the City of New York calls upon all

         20  appropriate authorities to fully and expeditiously

         21  investigate the shooting of Amadou Diallo by four

         22  New York City police officers.

         23                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you. Since we

         24  did not waive the reading, may we call for a vote.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Are there any
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          2  objections to this immediate consideration?

          3                 Hearing none, all of those in favor

          4  say aye.

          5                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: All of those

          7  no?

          8                 This immediate consideration is

          9  adopted.

         10                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you very much.

         11                 At this time the Council Members may

         12  speak on any issue they wish.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: General

         14  discussion at this time for up to two minutes on any

         15  topic, Council Member Margarita Lopez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I cannot go

         17  silently without speaking on this issue that we just

         18  approved this resolution. And I want to call the

         19  attention on the entire City of New York, because

         20  this had to stop. And one item that I want to call

         21  the attention of everyone in this City is the matter

         22  that some time ago we adopted the use of new guns in

         23  the police force, and at the time that we adopted

         24  that new procedure and the new guns were changed,

         25  some concerns of the citizens of New York and by
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          2  this body was put in place. We wonder if these new

          3  guns were shot so quickly and so fast that it will

          4  occur in an accident where people will be killed in

          5  a way that was never intended. And the reason for

          6  this to happen may have to do with these weapons

          7  that just by the touch start shooting, not one, not

          8  two, even sometimes 50 or 41 shot at a time.

          9                 I want to call the attention of this

         10  Council to that issue, and I want to call the

         11  attention of the Safety Committee, because it is

         12  time for us to review the question of this use of

         13  this gun and it is time for us to review the manner

         14  in which people have been killed by police officers

         15  in our City.

         16                 I want to close my statement, making

         17  very clear my outrage over what has happened here,

         18  and I want from the bottom of my heart to apologize

         19  to the mother of this man and say to her I am so

         20  sorry that this has happened in our City and that

         21  your son is dead now.

         22                 I would hope that you can forgive us

         23  and I hope that this never, never again happen in

         24  the City of ours.

         25                 I also want to thank Speaker Vallone

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            53

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  for showing leadership on this, for coming and

          3  standing in front of the steps of City Hall to

          4  request that justice be done on this issue. Thank

          5  you, Speaker. Let's make this result, and let's make

          6  sure that the Safety Committee investigates to the

          7  fullness of the law.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         10  Council Member Carrion.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Thank you,

         12  Mr. Chairman.

         13                 My colleagues, something terrible has

         14  happened in this City and I think many of us all

         15  around this City, regardless of race, color, creed,

         16  religion, understand that there was a horrendous

         17  tragedy that occurred. And today on the steps of

         18  City Hall we made a statement, a group of us,

         19  calling on all appropriate authorities to fully and

         20  expeditiously investigate this matter and we are all

         21  seeking answers to a very ugly situation, and this

         22  meeting and this press conference that we had on the

         23  steps coincides with an intro that I am presenting

         24  today, Intro. 510, and I would like to call the

         25  attention of my colleagues to this Intro. because I
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          2  think it is significant and I think it is

          3  unfortunate that there is this coincidence between

          4  the tragic death of Mr. Diallo in the County of the

          5  Bronx and the proposed renaming of a street in my

          6  district after Anthony Biaz which also died at the

          7  hands of a police officer that felt he could abuse

          8  the authority and the power that we had entrusted in

          9  him. Today that police officer has been convicted by

         10  two courts for civil rights violations and other

         11  violations and is serving time.

         12                 It is pretty clear that there was a

         13  violation of Anthony Biaz' civil rights, and Anthony

         14  Biaz is no longer with us, and on December 22nd of

         15  1994, he died. He grew up on the street we are going

         16  to rename, called Cameron Place. And that street was

         17  named after a wealthy land owner 100 years prior to

         18  that, and 100 years later Anthony Biaz died on the

         19  street where he grew up and was raised, and

         20  unfortunately we have to do this and memorialize

         21  this, this tragedy in our City's history, and I

         22  besiege my colleagues to support the renaming of

         23  this street and let us remind ourselves, let us

         24  remind ourselves that police brutality does exist,

         25  that there are victims out there that have fallen to
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          2  the abuse of power, and let us also remind ourselves

          3  that we have to weed out those bad elements in our

          4  society, whatever institution they are in, that

          5  don't serve our best interest. So, I seek your

          6  support in this legislation.

          7                 Thank you very much.

          8                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          9  Council Member Linares.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Thank you.

         11                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: And

         12  may I remind all of you of the two-minute rule. We

         13  have about 15 speakers and unless we adhere to the

         14  rules, we will be here until late in the evening.

         15                 Council Member Linares, please.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Thank you.

         17                 I, too, would like to echo the

         18  remarks of my colleagues that just preceded me, Ms.

         19  Lopez and Mr. Carrion, Council Member Carrion, in

         20  terms of the sense outrage, the pain and the anguish

         21  that we must feel at this point as New Yorkers, as

         22  representatives of this City, along with the family

         23  of a young man who happened to be an immigrant,

         24  20-year-old, simply coming to the United States

         25  looking for the American dream that has brought
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          2  people of all background throughout the history of

          3  this country, and he is no longer with us today, in

          4  a most tragic situation that we must now address as

          5  a City.

          6                 This is a situation that should make

          7  the leadership from the Mayor to the Speaker to the

          8  Police Commissioner, but also the leadership of our

          9  very communities, reflect on what has happened that

         10  we are losing our young people in such a reckless

         11  manner - the incident of Abner Louima, the death of

         12  Anthony Biaz, and now Amadou Diallo.

         13                 We must look at how we are recruiting

         14  our police officers, how we are training them, and

         15  how we are supervising them.

         16                 This is a serious matter. This

         17  morning, as co-president of the Caucus, with my

         18  colleagues in the City Council, we called on an

         19  investigation. But I want to expand in saying, we

         20  need to look at the trend and the pattern that is so

         21  disturbing with the death of young people and the

         22  way that some police officers are handling

         23  themselves, and there should be a thorough

         24  investigation on this case and many other cases, and

         25  some fundamental changes in the way the supervision

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            57

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  in the Police Department is taking place.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          5  Council Member Reed.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you very

          7  much.

          8                 I certainly concur with all of the

          9  things that have been said by my colleagues and I

         10  was particularly appreciative of the Speaker's

         11  remarks today, and the firmness with which they were

         12  offered. I think those are words and actions that we

         13  as a Council need to move forward. It was also very

         14  positive, I think it sent a very clear statement

         15  that the Speaker was able to join the Black and

         16  Latino Caucus.

         17                 I guess my dismay, I think everybody

         18  has said how appalling all of this is and what has

         19  happened, depending on what community you come from,

         20  this is either shocking news or same old repeat of

         21  the same old same old. And in my community it is

         22  nothing new. This is just one more outrage on top of

         23  another outrage.

         24                 The fact that I have called this Mr.

         25  Diallo the perfect victim, because no matter how
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          2  hard the other side tries to find and look, they

          3  can't find anything to say was wrong with this man's

          4  personality or performance of behavior. And

          5  sometimes I think the Lord presents these people to

          6  us as opportunities to really think about what

          7  happens to us as a society when we compartmentalize

          8  people. He was compartmentalized in many fashions,

          9  as a foreigner, as an African, as a street vendor.

         10  So, think about the times that you have walked down

         11  the street and ignored those people or derided those

         12  people who were selling those watches and doing

         13  things and selling scarves to try to feed themselves

         14  and their families, and remember that man.

         15                 And I certainly also implore all of

         16  my colleagues here, who may not be African-American

         17  or who may not be, as we call it, people of color,

         18  this is your issue too, and you cannot walk away

         19  from this, and you need to take the responsibility

         20  to go into your communities and tell them that this

         21  is not acceptable in the City of New York.

         22                 Thank you very much.

         23                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         24  Council Member Boyland.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you,
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          2  Mr. Acting Public Advocate, my colleagues.

          3                 I stand here today in the like of two

          4  tragedies that have happened within my community.

          5  This morning my colleagues and I expressed our

          6  outrage over the killing of a youth in this City.

          7                 My colleagues, there was a young boy,

          8  Michael Bennett, I don't know if you read about

          9  this, January 28th, he was shot -- stabbed actually,

         10  after he won a basketball game. I think he was

         11  stabbed five times, a 14-year-old boy. I think we

         12  need to address this in terms of our City, in terms

         13  of our children being under siege.

         14                 Similarly what we talked about this

         15  morning, and we have been talking about for the past

         16  weeks, four cops fired 41 shots at a man, 19 hitting

         17  him. I think that is an atrocity and we really need

         18  to address that.

         19                 His mother was in the newspaper

         20  yesterday screaming, why, why, why? I don't

         21  understand why my boy had to die. Justice must be

         22  done, she said. And I think all of New York, I think

         23  all of the world heard her cries, and that is why we

         24  are here today. That is why we were elected today,

         25  to take a stand for those that are voiceless and
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          2  cannot be here today with us because of tragedies

          3  like that.

          4                 And I signed on as a sponsor to

          5  resolution 603, and I hope that my colleagues will

          6  support me in doing that, and we continue to fight

          7  for the struggle for those that can't fight for

          8  themselves and to make people and the people

          9  responsible for this accountable for their actions.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         12  Council Member Fisher.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Thank you very

         14  much, Mr. Acting Public Advocate.

         15                 I wanted to associate myself with the

         16  remarks of all of the speakers who have preceded me

         17  and suggest that some of the areas for inquiry that

         18  we hope will be pursued in this as was mentioned by

         19  Council Member Lopez. One of the points, and we

         20  debated it on this floor and I remember raising

         21  these very concerns as to the nine millimeter

         22  semi-automatic weapons that have more bullets and

         23  less stopping power, clearly contributed to this

         24  tragedy, and the question is why are they still in

         25  the hands of police officers, particularly without
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          2  the adequate training to use them.

          3                 Secondly, there has been an

          4  unmistakable message from police headquarters, and I

          5  have to say it is a message that we would normally

          6  agree with, that the guns have to be taken off the

          7  streets of New York at all costs. We didn't

          8  contemplate the cost of an innocent person losing

          9  their life, when we said to the Police Commissioner

         10  that we supported his efforts, and the question

         11  again is, what message was transmitted down to those

         12  street officers? Were they told don't worry about

         13  due process procedures or the individual involved,

         14  but just get the guns off the streets because we are

         15  seeing the price that is being paid for it today in

         16  our City.

         17                 And the other question that I think

         18  that we need to raise is to revisit the issue where

         19  the speaker has provided some real leadership. Our

         20  hearings have shown repeatedly that where you have a

         21  culture of corruption, you have a culture of

         22  brutality. A culture of brutality and a culture of

         23  corruption.

         24                 We have said repeatedly that the

         25  Police Department cannot police itself and I think
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          2  that the time has come to revisit that. Because we

          3  don't want to be up here making these speeches

          4  anymore. What we want is justice on the streets of

          5  New York for all the people who live here.

          6                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          7  Council Member Watkins.

          8                 Let me tell you who we have so far.

          9  Council Member Watkins, Council Member Perkins,

         10  Council Member Pinkett, Council Member Miller,

         11  Council Member Robles, Council Member Rivera,

         12  Council Member Marshall, in that order.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: I feel a

         14  great deal of sorrow about the death of this young

         15  man and about the state of the police action and

         16  activities in our City, along with Council Member

         17  Lopez and other colleagues, I want to express that

         18  sorrow and sympathy and compassion to the parents

         19  and family of this young man. I want to thank our

         20  Speaker for his leadership. He touched on something

         21  very important, and that is sensitivity training. I

         22  want to expand on that because it is done at most of

         23  the in-coming classes, even after they leave the

         24  academy.

         25                 What I have been told by those on the
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          2  job and those who have retired from the job, it is

          3  within five years, seven years after they are on the

          4  job and the blue wall not only of silence but of

          5  corruption, and as my colleague, Councilman Fisher

          6  just said, of brutality takes place and they become,

          7  some become hardened to the realities and the

          8  sensitivities of working on the street, so it needs

          9  to be expanded.

         10                 I want to say that it is the same

         11  street crime unit, I believe they are called, who

         12  grabbed, ran down, chased down and threw down into a

         13  fastfood shop in my district in Far Rockaway a young

         14  boy whose only crime was to walk from his home

         15  nearby to buy hamburgers.

         16                 I am extremely saddened about the

         17  fact that Police Commissioner Safir does not

         18  understand the tragedy, the severity and the

         19  necessity of this situation that he is still

         20  attending a conference. He belongs here to deal with

         21  this. His second in command is not good enough.

         22                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         23  Council Member Perkins.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you.

         25                 I want to join my colleagues in
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          2  expressing my sympathies and condolences to the

          3  mother of Diallo, and obviously I am outraged by

          4  this latest and unfortunate series of brutalities

          5  that have been perpetrated by our Police Department

          6  and the callousness of the response by the

          7  Administration and in particular the Mayor and in

          8  particular the Commissioner.

          9                 By the same token, however, I want to

         10  applaud the support and the leadership of our

         11  Speaker who has shown not only us here but the City

         12  at large, the great potential that this institution

         13  has as being a true servant, a true body that can

         14  serve the needs of the communities and hopefully has

         15  shown those who are silent, yet in leadership, those

         16  who are silent yet in leadership of this City

         17  government, those who are silent yet in leadership

         18  of our State government, those who are silent yet in

         19  leadership in non-political positions, hopefully he

         20  has shown them a way to be a leader in a time of

         21  crisis.

         22                 Thank you very much.

         23                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         24  Council Member Pinkett.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT:
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          2  Thank you. I think that, Mr. Acting Public Advocate,

          3  the thing that overwhelms me about this is the fact

          4  that we await again a response to this kind of

          5  massive brutality, and we look as always for someone

          6  else to resolve this problem for us. I, too, join

          7  with each of you in commending and thanking the

          8  Speaker for stepping forward and standing tall with

          9  the Caucus and the members of the Council who would

         10  assert the wrongness and the horror of this action,

         11  the courage to stand up and say this was wrong.

         12                 I would note, though, that if you

         13  read the daily news, and I quote the paper, that has

         14  written columns telling us about the background of

         15  the police officers involved, that they are

         16  wonderful men, they have families, their past

         17  records and how this must be an ordeal for them, and

         18  of course it must be. But when some family member of

         19  someone who is accused of a crime would come into

         20  court and use this same kind of reference to excuse

         21  an active criminality, neither the news or any other

         22  media wishes to hear that story. They want justice

         23  they say. They want a response that is adequate for

         24  the crime that has been committed.

         25                 The other thing I resent is the
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          2  assumption that if we criticize people who have

          3  acted improperly, in the uniform of the New York

          4  City police officer, that our criticism of them is a

          5  condemnation of the entire police force. For we are

          6  an intelligent people. We have not criticized the

          7  entire police force, and what they attempt to do is

          8  to make all of the police force weaker by saying to

          9  good, honest policemen and women, you, too, must

         10  keep this thin blue line going, because you must

         11  uphold the criminal type by being a part of that

         12  crime.

         13                 I would further suggest in

         14  conclusion, it is not just those of us who are

         15  public office holders, it is not just us who are

         16  political people who must stand up, but every

         17  citizen, white, black, red or yellow who must stand

         18  up. And why must they stand up? Because they must

         19  remember the history, as the minister said, but I

         20  didn't know what they were doing, I didn't realize

         21  when they disappeared from the street what was

         22  wrong. I didn't understand what was going on. I saw

         23  the smoke, but I didn't know the meaning. Well, we

         24  know the meaning and they know the meaning.

         25  Persecution is persecution and criminality is
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          2  criminality and no one can afford to be silent.

          3                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          4  Council Member Miller.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Thank you, Mr.

          6  Acting Public Advocate. I join with my colleagues

          7  who introduced the resolution. I know I co-sponsored

          8  the resolution in which my colleagues have spoken

          9  today and I associate myself with their remarks and

         10  say that of course we need to have a full

         11  investigation of this event. But I have heard calls

         12  from some who have said that perhaps we need to wait

         13  for the facts to come and we need to wait, we need

         14  to see exactly what happened, we need to hear from

         15  the police officers, and certainly that of course is

         16  the case, we need to have a full investigation, we

         17  need to learn more about what the case is. But I

         18  think we are entitled in this body and in this City

         19  to a presumption that 41 shots fired, 19 hitting an

         20  individual who did not have a gun, who had no

         21  record, who was in a vestibule of their own home, I

         22  think we are entitled to the presumption that that

         23  is wrong. And I think that saying otherwise is not

         24  only an insult to our intelligence, it is an insult

         25  to the integrity of the Police Department, because
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          2  it is an insult to the other police officers who

          3  would never fire 41 shots at an unarmed individual

          4  in this case.

          5                 So I think that it is important that

          6  we have a full investigation, that we let the facts

          7  come in, but that we also speak out now and speak

          8  out in the future, and I am glad that my colleagues

          9  have joined us all together in doing that. But a

         10  full investigation is not enough. I would suggest to

         11  you that we need to acknowledge in every part of

         12  this City that we have a problem, and the problem is

         13  that there is a feeling of fear and distrust in many

         14  communities in this City of the Police Department.

         15  And we cannot solve that problem until we recognize

         16  that that distrust and that fear is real, and at

         17  least in this case it certainly seems to have been

         18  justified.

         19                 So, I would suggest that we need to

         20  acknowledge this problem in every part of this

         21  Committee, and as Council Member Reed, my good

         22  friend, said this is an issue for every member of

         23  this City, black, white, Hispanic, Asian, no matter

         24  what your color or your creed, this is an issue that

         25  we all must be concerned about, and I would suggest
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          2  that we need to acknowledge the problem, and then we

          3  need to take steps to resolve the problem, and

          4  whether that means revitalizing the CCRB, signaling

          5  that we are not going to just increase sensitivity

          6  training but we are also going to increase

          7  accountability when people ignore their training. We

          8  need to take concrete steps. I am not an expert in

          9  what the Police Department should be doing, I know

         10  there are other colleagues of mine who are on the

         11  Public Safety Committee, I look forward to working

         12  with them and working with every member of this City

         13  who has a view on it. But before we take those steps

         14  we have to begin by taking the first step, which is

         15  acknowledging the problem and I am glad to see that

         16  the speaker of this Council and members of the Black

         17  and Hispanic Caucus have shown leadership and I have

         18  pledged to work with them and with every member of

         19  this Council and every member of this community to

         20  try to first acknowledge the problem and then solve

         21  it.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         24  Council Member Robles.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Thank you, Mr.
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          2  Public Advocate.

          3                 Let me join with my colleagues, let

          4  me also begin by how I started the day. Normally on

          5  a legislative day like today, I would walk into the

          6  Speaker's Office around 8:00, 8:30, just to get the

          7  direction, and the first thing that he confronted me

          8  was about how he was getting ready to meet with the

          9  Mayor to deal and address the issue that is at hand.

         10  He left for this meeting and of course we were

         11  waiting for our steering meeting, and then the

         12  Caucus, my colleagues on the Caucus, I was reminded

         13  that they had a press conference and I went out

         14  there. I am proud not only to be a member of this

         15  body, but to be part of the leadership of Peter

         16  Vallone. Because when he got finished with that

         17  meeting, the first place he came to report was to

         18  that press conference and he set the tone. That, to

         19  me, is leadership.

         20                 And you know, Mr. Speaker, maybe we

         21  don't say it more than we should, that is the

         22  respect that we have for you, because real

         23  leadership does not, underneath the rugs, sweep

         24  things. You have consistently stood up as a leader,

         25  and call it the way it is. And for that I believe we
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          2  are standing saying we want to salute the

          3  leadership.

          4                 Second, I want to be clear, that

          5  there are those like Council Member Pinkett said had

          6  the perception that we stand up on this body and all

          7  we do is criticize the men and women of New York's

          8  finest. Let me just say that it is hard for some of

          9  us not to stand up and do what we are doing today

         10  when we believe as legislators who took an oath,

         11  that when you abuse that right, then we should speak

         12  out.

         13                 But let me also then remind those who

         14  constantly say that all we do is talk about the evil

         15  and the negative about our Police Department. Last

         16  week there was a tragedy in my district. A hospital

         17  police officer, Sergeant Lowe, doing his job, was

         18  called to the back-up of another police officer at

         19  the hospital because of mental patients, he was

         20  kicked in the chest and he had a heart attack and

         21  died. Let me on behalf of all of my colleagues in

         22  this Chamber take this moment to also say that we

         23  extend the sympathy to the family of Sergeant Lowe,

         24  because truly we believe that our Police Department

         25  for the most part is good and doing its job, but
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          2  don't misunderstand when we stand up and speak about

          3  those who forget for what reason they took an oath

          4  to uphold.

          5                 So, to that family, I extend on

          6  behalf of this Council, and I as the Council member,

          7  our sympathy. Because this Sergeant Lowe was doing

          8  his job and in doing that he gave his life so that

          9  we can be free to speak as we do today.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         12  Council Member Rivera.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Very quickly,

         14  thank you for this opportunity.

         15                 I also would like to identify with

         16  the comments made not only of most of my colleagues,

         17  but those of Ken Fisher's and Victor Robles. They

         18  share with us, and with the help of Crosswalks,

         19  remind the City that Speaker Peter Vallone for 25

         20  years in this body has provided leadership.  For

         21  some 24 years we were all working very hard to

         22  create something called the Civilian Complaint

         23  Review Board. I would like to quickly mention that

         24  in 1963 Robert Wagner was Mayor of the City of New

         25  York, and Solela Rodriguez under the bridge on 96th
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          2  Street, West Side Highway, they were killed by

          3  police officers. Nothing happened. That was a

          4  liberal Mayor of the City of New York.

          5                 In 1979, Mayor Koch was the Mayor of

          6  the City of New York. Luis Biaz, a young man with

          7  mental problems in Brooklyn, his mother called the

          8  Police Department and he lost his life, some 20

          9  police officers responded, they shot him 16 times.

         10                 Anthony Biaz, Rudy Giuliani, was and

         11  still the Mayor of the City of New York. Louima, a

         12  Haitian American young man. We all know what

         13  happened to him.

         14                 As a result, we continue to come

         15  together and look for ways to deal and stop this

         16  madness that is happening in our City.

         17                 Today is a very sad day, tomorrow

         18  African-American, Latino and whites in this City

         19  will come together, this very body, to remember the

         20  contribution, the sacrifices made by

         21  African-Americans in this nation. This is the month

         22  set aside to remember those who made sacrifices and

         23  contributions. Isn't it sad that we thought that the

         24  days of lynchings were over.  We don't lynch anybody

         25  anymore, but isn't it sad that we have to come in
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          2  here today and tomorrow and speak on what is

          3  happening around here.

          4                 When I mentioned the previous

          5  administrations and Mayors of this City, let me

          6  share with all of you what I am trying to say. To

          7  blame one administration when police violence and

          8  brutality have existed for decades against

          9  African-Americans, Hispanic and other minority,

         10  groups ignored the true nature of the problem. The

         11  Mayor and the New York City Police Department need

         12  to examine and correct the current training and

         13  recruitment practices in order to assure that this

         14  excessive violence is no longer perpetrated against

         15  our City population.

         16                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Your

         17  time has expired, Councilman.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I am

         19  concluding.

         20                 We all agree that something clearly

         21  needs to be done. How can anyone in this City

         22  explain that right across the Hudson River, New

         23  Jersey's findings in a humane way control a tiger by

         24  first applying a tranquilizer dart, unable to

         25  control that tiger they only shot him once and
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          2  brought him under control. The tiger weighed 500

          3  pounds, and we all know how terrorized we are by a

          4  tiger even when we go to the Bronx Zoo or any zoo in

          5  this City. We know the fear we have. Someone has to

          6  explain to this City why in the City of New York, in

          7  1999, an African who has come here, just like we

          8  witness thousands of Africans, just like thousands

          9  of us to look for a better way of life, and his

         10  mother has mourn the body today, and he is going

         11  back home, killed at the age of 22, not by one

         12  bullet, by 41 bullets shot at him and 19. Someone

         13  has to explain to my constituents in this City why

         14  do we treat African-American and Latino less than we

         15  do the tiger which is an animal. We are not animals,

         16  we are human beings, treat us with respect.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         19  Council Member Marshall.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: I will be

         21  brief.

         22                 When the father of Amadou Diallo was

         23  called in Africa and was told that his son was shot

         24  by police, his reaction was what did my son do

         25  wrong? When he was told that his son did no wrong,
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          2  this father had all kinds of problems comprehending

          3  why police in the greatest country of the world, in

          4  the greatest City of the world would kill someone

          5  when they were innocent.

          6                 The problem of police brutality goes

          7  beyond the black and Latino community, although we

          8  get the largest share of it.

          9                 I represent a community that is much

         10  more multi-ethnic, and I can tell you of the stories

         11  that are told to me of misconducts of the police,

         12  their foul language, their rough handling, their

         13  arresting so readily. Between, from July 1993 to

         14  June 1997, new claims of police misconduct rose by

         15  45 percent. Between 1993 and 1997, payment by the

         16  City in police misconduct cases rose by 38 percent.

         17                 In 1997 we paid $27.5 million for

         18  their misconduct, in 1993 we paid $20 million. We

         19  need a residency bill. That not that all policemen

         20  must come from the City but certainly a larger

         21  sizable portion. We need policemen reacting to

         22  reality and to knowledge of the public rather than

         23  responding to negative newspaper articles or

         24  suburban isolation. We need them to live among us.

         25                 The task force system used by the

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            77

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Police Department sends an army, dispatches an army

          3  of officers that descends upon a community very

          4  often in plain clothes. They don't know the people,

          5  they don't know the community. We need to look at

          6  that system and reexamine it.

          7                 We prefer community policing where a

          8  police officer gets to know the community and know

          9  the people in it. I am sure there is some

         10  coordination between the Task Force and our local

         11  precincts, but is it enough?

         12                 Time has come to end. What we have

         13  seen now between Abner Louima, Abadou Diallo, Biaz

         14  and many other cases, these are up north lynchings,

         15  they must be stopped now.

         16                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         17  Council Member Warden, the last person to speak.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Well, thank

         19  you. I have that distinct honor of being the last,

         20  so I won't be too long.

         21                 I think first I want to apologize to

         22  the parents of Mr. Diallo, because something

         23  happened in this City that was very, very wrong and

         24  we as leaders in this City have to accept that fact.

         25                 Then I want to associate myself with
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          2  the remarks of my colleagues who have most

          3  eloquently framed the picture of what needs to be

          4  done.

          5                 But just a couple of other things. We

          6  have some responsibility for this action as well,

          7  because what did we do? We set up a Safe Streets -

          8  Safe City and we wanted street crime handled and we

          9  wanted safety in New York, but we did not understand

         10  or give to the Police Department the difference

         11  between aggressive enforcement and excessive

         12  enforcement, particularly as it related to the

         13  communities that they feel cause the most trouble.

         14  Those communities have many individuals that look

         15  like me and they look like Mr. Linares, they look

         16  like Mr. Rivera, we did not set that tone. So we

         17  have to hold ourselves responsible.

         18                 We are to also hold ourselves

         19  responsible, because for multiple years we have seen

         20  things like this happen. When Elinor Bumpis

         21  (phonetic) was killed by a policeman, many of us

         22  jumped together and had forums and committee

         23  meetings so this would never happen again.

         24                 When Anthony Livote killed Anthony

         25  Biaz, many of us got together so that this would
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          2  never happen again.

          3                 When Abner Louima was sodomized, in

          4  the police station, we had a whole forum set up that

          5  was on TV for two or three days so that we could

          6  find a way that this would never happen again. And

          7  now we have today's discussion, the young man who

          8  worked hard, was coming home, was in his vestibule,

          9  fumbling probably for his keys, as I often do and as

         10  many of you may do when you reach your home, and

         11  gets killed. Gets killed with 41 bullets, and here

         12  we are today seeking a way where this will never

         13  happen again.

         14                 Ladies and gentlemen, we cannot

         15  tolerate this lynching. We cannot tolerate these

         16  meetings. We must take the action to really ensure

         17  that this will never happen again within the City of

         18  New York. Whether it is residency, whether it is

         19  increased education, whether it is sensitivity

         20  training, whether it is holding the Police

         21  Department responsible and accountable for the

         22  actions of their officers, we have to ensure, yes

         23  indeed, that this will never happen again.

         24                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         25  Council Member Golden.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Thank you,

          3  sir.

          4                 Good afternoon, colleagues.

          5                 I, too, agree with my colleagues, and

          6  I agree with my Speaker in that there should be an

          7  investigation and we should get down to the bottom

          8  of what happened here, but I do believe we should

          9  wait until the grand jury has completed its task and

         10  to see who was at fault, if there is fault, and then

         11  to be guided by them. To send a message out today,

         12  we should send a message to the City of New York

         13  that we are doing that, that the grand jury is

         14  meeting to come down with the final to find out what

         15  did happen. It is important to let the people of the

         16  City of New York know that the Police Department is

         17  the best and the most restrained in the country, and

         18  that it only had 248 shootings last year. 248

         19  shootings last year is still a lot, but compared to

         20  the rest of the Police Departments around the

         21  country, this Department is doing a great job.

         22                 It is unfortunate that we lost

         23  somebody, it is unfortunate that this person had to

         24  die. I hope that we get to the bottom of it but we

         25  do wait, and we do wait and send that right message
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          2  to the City of New York, that the grand jury is

          3  doing its job and when it is completed, that the

          4  City of New York will do its job if there is any

          5  wrongdoing.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: There

          8  being no more speakers, Mr. Speaker?

          9                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Yes, I just want to

         10  remind my colleagues as we stand that we are

         11  adjourning this meeting in memory of Council Member

         12  Michels' mother-in-law Bella Sokolov, Sergeant Lowe,

         13  who Council Member Robles mentioned, gave, lost his

         14  life trying to defend people in the hospital,

         15  obviously Amadou Diallo, who we all spoke for today,

         16  and Council Member Fisher would like to speak for a

         17  moment on behalf King Hussein.

         18                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         19  Council Member Fisher.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Thank you very

         21  much.

         22                 My colleagues, I rise as someone

         23  whose district somewhat uniquely represents the

         24  heart of the Arab community in New York City along

         25  Atlantic Avenue, as well as a very large Jewish
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          2  population in fact on Remsen Street, where I invite

          3  you all to come and visit the two synagogues on the

          4  same street as a Lebanese Cathedral, Hussein

          5  Abdullah, whose passing we mark, was King of Jordan,

          6  contemporary analysts may note some areas of his

          7  rule with which reasonable people might take issue,

          8  but historians will note the outpouring of support,

          9  condolences from his neighbors, royal family, the

         10  time of his death, Judaism, Christianity and Islam

         11  all claim that portion of the world as their home,

         12  each of them recognizes the ability of someone to

         13  change the course of human events up until the

         14  moment of their death. He is someone who devoted his

         15  years to seeking peace in what our Speaker called

         16  the troubled part of the world. We should recognize

         17  that effort and hope that the efforts that he made

         18  will bring peace to that portion of the world.

         19                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you.

         20                 (Hearing concluded at 3:15 p.m.)

         21
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