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          1  TRANSPORTATION PUBLIC SESSION

          2                 CHAIRPERSON DEAR: We have two

          3  witnesses now for the public part. Steve Seltzer.

          4  Please limit your remarks to three minutes.

          5                 MR. SELTZER: My name is Steve

          6  Seltzer. I am a former driver. I have two things to

          7  say.

          8                 In Intro. 472-A, Transportation

          9  Committee found that the TLC passed some rules,

         10  "without sufficient empirical data", and I wonder

         11  does the TLC have adequate research personnel and

         12  with additional funding to permit more adequate

         13  research?

         14                 Secondly, the TLC recently changed

         15  its procedure for hack license application renewal

         16  from a very convenient mail transaction to a process

         17  that requires multiple personal appearances by

         18  drivers and many hours of waiting on line before

         19  more hours in the waiting room, causing the

         20  consequent impatience on the drivers, applicants,

         21  and occasional incidents; is this procedure more

         22  economical than the mail procedure?

         23                 If not, why was it instituted? And if

         24  so, could the Commission explain how, and is it so

         25  much more economical that it justifies additional
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          2  time and the aggravation by the Commission's

          3  professional, core of professional drivers?

          4                 CHAIRPERSON DEAR: Thank you.

          5                 MR. DREANSER: Good afternoon. I won't

          6  keep you long.

          7                 It sometimes seems like everyone in

          8  New York complains about their taxi ride, the nature

          9  of their service.

         10                 Mr. Stabile, I sort of address this

         11  specifically to you, because I appreciated your

         12  comments earlier with the TA and later with the TLC

         13  representatives as regards to accessible

         14  transportation.

         15                 Everyone who needs specialized

         16  transportation also has reason to complain

         17  frequently about the nature of their service,

         18  whether it is delivered through the TA, or delivered

         19  or not through the City licensed taxicabs.

         20                 Accessible cabs exist anywhere, many

         21  places around the world, they should exist in New

         22  York City.  The program that the TLC is negotiating

         23  with UCP, as well as a private operator in Brooklyn,

         24  I think ill-serves the needs of the people who are

         25  most vocal at least in advocating on their taxi
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          2  accessible behalf.

          3                 I have sort of adopted you at this

          4  meeting as my favorite Republican, I hope -- at

          5  least my favorite Republican Council Member, I hope

          6  that you will persevere in speaking loudly on their

          7  behalf, and of course, since you are the one

          8  remaining Council member other than the chairman,

          9  also advocating on behalf of the rest of the

         10  community which desires decent taxicab service,

         11  which they are not getting.

         12                 I direct this question, Mr. Chairman,

         13  to yourself.

         14                 Some few months ago the TLC

         15  indicated, the Chairwoman, indicated to you that

         16  they were outsourcing their accumulation of data,

         17  outsourcing access to that data based on the law

         18  that was changed six months ago as it relates to

         19  information gathering, as it relates to accident

         20  data.

         21                 I am just wondering, I know I have

         22  spoken to one other member who apparently has not

         23  chosen to pursue the question, why is the TLC

         24  outsourcing their accumulation of data when they

         25  have staff, presumably staff reasonable to
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          2  accumulate this data themselves, and since it has

          3  been six months, presumably they have some data to

          4  put forward.

          5                 Have they put it forward to you, Mr.

          6  Dear?

          7                 Have they put it forward to this

          8  Committee?

          9                 CHAIRPERSON DEAR: No.

         10                 MR. DREANSER: Do you know in fact why

         11  they need to go outside their own staff to

         12  accumulate this data?

         13                 CHAIRPERSON DEAR: I can't answer you

         14  that, but we could try and find out.

         15                 MR. DREANSER: I just wish that maybe

         16  they were still here, so I could have had the

         17  opportunity to ask you to ask them that when they

         18  still were here.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON DEAR: I guess --

         20                 MR. DREANSER: I look forward to your

         21  next meeting when they do appear, when that occasion

         22  might occur, to hear an answer to that question.

         23                 I think in six months they should

         24  have some data to put forth why they have to go

         25  outside of their own staff. I don't know.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON DEAR: All right.

          3                 This concludes the hearing of the

          4  Committee of Transportation on the Preliminary

          5  Budget for Fiscal 2000, and we will continue on the

          6  other issues at our next hearing.

          7                 So, the meeting is adjourned.

          8                 (Hearing concluded at 4:32 p.m.)
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          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 11th day of March 1999.
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