Int. No. 908
By Council Members Mealy, Fidler, Jackson, Mark-Viverito, Nelson, Sanders Jr., Seabrook and Gerson
..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to street cleaning and the collection and removal of recyclable materials and refuse at street events.
..Body
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1. Chapter 3 of Title 16 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new subchapter 8, to read as follows:
SUBCHAPTER 8: Collection and Disposal of Refuse and Recyclable Materials at Street Events.

§16-326 Applicability and definitions. This section shall apply to all sponsors of street events who are required to apply for and obtain a street activity permit under the Rules of the City of New York, Executive Order of the Mayor, or local law, and to all vendors participating in street events as provided in this subchapter. For the purposes of this subchapter, street event means any street fair, block party or festival on a public street or streets where such activity may interfere with or obstruct the normal use by vehicular traffic of such street or streets. For purposes of this subchapter, sponsor shall include any person or entity which provides, organizes or manages a street event, or any representative of such person or entity.

§16-327 Sponsor and vendor requirements. The requirements for sponsors of street events, and vendors participating in street events, are as follows:

1. At least three weeks prior to the street event, every sponsor or his or her representative shall meet with the local sanitation district officer to determine the sanitation needs of the event and shall indicate whether the sponsor will organize a volunteer crew, hire a private sanitation crew, or retain the department to provide the cleaning, collection, or both, and proper disposal of refuse and recyclable materials during and at the conclusion of the street event.
2. Where food, beverages, or both, are sold or offered for sale at the street event, the sponsor or his or her representative shall place at least two receptacles alongside one another behind any barricades placed at each intersection within the event area. One receptacle shall be for the public to discard non-recyclable refuse and the other receptacle shall be for the public to deposit recyclable materials as defined in this subchapter. The department will provide each sponsor with a sufficient number of public refuse receptacles as determined by the department. The sponsor or his or her representative shall ensure that such refuse receptacles are used only for the purpose of enabling the public to discard refuse. The sponsor or his or her representative shall be responsible for providing his or her own recycling receptacles. All recycling receptacles shall contain retrofitted lids and be labeled legibly in letters not less than three inches in height and in a color contrasting with the color of the receptacle. All recycling receptacles shall be lined with a translucent blue plastic recycling bag having a minimum capacity of 13 gallons and a maximum capacity of 55 gallons, and shall display a label indicating the type of recyclable materials which may be deposited therein. The sponsor or his or her representative shall regularly monitor all refuse and recycling receptacles throughout the street event area in order to prevent spillage of refuse and recyclable materials into the street and, to the extent practicable, shall remove any refuse that has been deposited into such receptacles designated for recyclable materials.

3. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, all sponsors or their representatives must arrange for the collection and recycling of recyclable materials generated at street events. Vendors shall source separate the following recyclable materials from all other refuse generated by them, and place such recyclable materials into blue plastic recycling bags having a minimum capacity of 13 gallons and a maximum capacity of 55 gallons: Metal cans, glass bottles and jars, plastic bottles and jugs, lightly-soiled aluminum foil and aluminum foil products, and any other material designated by the department for recycling at street events. In addition, vendors shall flatten all corrugated cardboard generated by them during the event and tie such cardboard with rope or twine in bundles not to exceed eighteen inches in height;

4. Except as provided for elsewhere in this subchapter, sponsors or their representatives and vendors shall bag or bundle separately and securely tie all accumulated refuse and recyclable materials at the end of each day of the street event. If the sponsor or his or her representative arranges for the department to provide collection service, the sponsor or his or her representative, or vendor, shall place all bagged and bundled refuse and recyclable materials at a predetermined location designated by the local sanitation district officer or his or her designee for collection by the department. If the sponsor or his or her representative arranges with a private cleaning crew or organizes a volunteer crew to provide collection service, the sponsor or his or her representative shall be responsible for the storage, collection and disposal of all bagged and bundled refuse and recyclable materials.

§16-328 Enforcement and Penalties. In addition to any other applicable penalties, any person who violates this subchapter shall be liable for a civil penalty of not less than two hundred fifty dollars nor more than five hundred dollars. Such civil penalties shall be recoverable in a proceeding brought in the name of the commissioner before the environmental control board. 

§2. This local law shall take effect immediately.
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