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TITLE:



AN ACT to amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York , in relation to the use of bicycles for commercial purposes. 
 
BACKGROUND:


Section 10-157 of the Administrative Code applies to bicycles used for commercial purposes.  Currently, it requires that identification be provided by the businesses utilizing the services of delivery cyclists for both the bicycle and the rider.  According to the Memorandum in Support (MIS), this section of the law has not been readily enforced. This bill proposes that any violation will be brought before the environmental control board for ease of prosecution as opposed to criminal court currently the court of jurisdiction. Additionally, it would create a vicarious liability on the part of the businesses utilizing the services of the cyclists for the act of such cyclists. 

According to the MIS, making businesses liable for the actions of cyclists used for delivery of their product, will promote an interest for the business to only associate with commercial cyclists who adhere to the requirements currently in place in the Administrative Code.  
PROPOSED LEGISLATION:


The bill amends Section 10-157 of the Administrative Code to facilitate enforcement by authorities of the laws and rules regulating the safety and identification of commercial cyclists. The definition of a business using a bicycle for commercial purposes is expanded to include all commercial cyclists who provide a delivery service  for a business, not limiting it to those who are actually employed by the establishment.  Additionally, the section would  be amended to provide that all individuals who violate the requirements to be held liable for a civil penalty and provides that such proceeding  take place before the environmental control board. This penalty  of not less than $100.00 nor more than $250.00 would be in addition to the criminal penalty.  The section would be further amended to hold businesses vicariously liable for the actions of cyclists. This amendment clarifies that this section shall not apply to those businesses which hire a messenger service.  
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:

See Finance Division Fiscal Impact Statement. 

EFFECTIVE DATE:

The first November of the next succeeding date on which it shall become law. 
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