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THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK

REPORT OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE DIVISION

Marcel Van Ooyen, Deputy Chief of Staff

COMMITTEE ON SANITATION AND SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT

Hon. Michael E. McMahon, Chair

September 18, 2003

INT. NO. 79
By: Council Members McMahon, Nelson, Avella, DeBlasio, Fidler, Jackson, Katz, Koppell, Lopez, Quinn, Rivera, Sears, Liu, Gallagher and Oddo; also Council Member Gennaro 

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Repeals subdivision e of Section 16-120, re-letters subdivisions f through i as subdivisions e through h respectively and adds a new Section 16-119.1.

TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to increasing fines for dumping household and commercial refuse into public litter baskets.

OVERVIEW:

On September 18, 2003 the Committee on Sanitation and Solid Waste Management, chaired by Council Member Michael E. McMahon, will conduct a hearing on Int. No. 79. This bill would amend title 16 of the administrative code of the city of New York by adding a new Section 16-119.1. which would increase fines for dumping household and commercial refuse into public litter baskets.

Int. No. 79


Int. No. 79 would amend Title 16 by adding a new Section 16-119.1 as follows:


Section 16-119.1 would be added to the administrative code of the city of New York to increase civil penalties for the second and third violations for illegally dumping household and commercial trash into public litter baskets. Under Int. No. 79, the first violation would receive a civil penalty of not less than one hundred dollars nor more than three hundred dollars, a second violation within any twelve-month period would receive a civil penalty between two hundred fifty dollars and three hundred fifty dollars and a third or subsequent violation within any twelve-month period would receive a civil penalty between three hundred fifty dollars and four hundred fifty dollars.

Background


This past summer saw a huge trash problem line the streets of New York City. Many city litter baskets continue to spill over with refuse from households and commercial establishments, causing dirtier streets and a flourishing rat population. Critics of the City’s sanitation and recycling policies claim the litter basket overflow problem stems from the City’s laying off a considerable number of sanitation workers, the reduction of recycling collections to alternate weeks and confusion about what and when to recycle. Critics also note that residents and commercial businesses do not have the space to store recyclables for two weeks so they just throw the trash and recyclables out into the nearest street litter basket. The New York Daily News investigated this summer’s trash problem by touring the City only to find, among other things, “eyesores – and nose annoyances – all over, including…boxes and bags of recycling trash…stuffed into overflowing city litter baskets.”
 

The New York Daily News trash investigation prompted a second front-page story the next day with the headline, “Trash is here to stay.” 
 The front-page also contained an apparent quote by John Doherty, the Commissioner of Sanitation, telling the City to “get used to it.”
 Although sanitation officials told the daily News that the city’s 25,000 litter baskets were being emptied on a regular basis, Commissioner Doherty’s comments about the inability to correct the trash problem were based on the City’s cut back in recycling pick-ups and the laying-off of 114 sanitation workers “whose duties included emptying city litter baskets.”
 

On August 13, 2003, the New York Daily News ran it’s third day in a row of front-page trash problem headlines with Mayor Bloomberg apparently disagreeing with the Sanitation Commissioner’s comments over the litter basket / trash problem and the possible solutions.
 Mayor Bloomberg responded by saying that, “we are not going to just give up, and say ‘get used to it!’ that’s outrageous.” In an attempt to solve the litter basket overflow problem, the Mayor authorized $275,000 a week in overtime for sanitation workers to empty public litter baskets.
 

DOS estimates that approximately 25% of trash in street litter baskets is residential or commercial trash that has been placed there illegally. Some residents and businesses use the street litter baskets to dispose of their trash rather than contracting to pay to have it removed. Increasing fines for repeat offenders will serve as a deterrent for those thinking about violating this law on an continuing basis.    


� Daily News, Hip-Deep In Stinky Mess, New Yorkers Trash-Talk Garbage Pileup, by Carrie Melago and Alison Gendar, August 11, 2003,


� Daily News, Trash is here to stay, by Alison Gendar, August 12, 2003.


� Id.


� Id.


� Daily News, More Cash for Trash, by Michael Saul and Alison Gendar, August 13, 2003.


� Id.
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