New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int. No. 283

Prime Sponsors:
Council Member Lee, P. Sanchez

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to establishing a construction site opioid antagonist program
Submitted by:
Council Member Lee

Justification:
Construction sites are fast-paced, high-risk workplaces where medical emergencies can escalate quickly. In the event of an opioid overdose, minutes matter—delays in recognition, calling 911, or waiting for EMS can mean serious injury or death. Yet many sites do not have a consistent, reliable supply of naloxone (or another opioid antagonist) on hand, or a clear plan for who is trained and authorized to use it.

This legislation addresses this preventable gap by establishing a City program to ensure each covered major-building construction site’s site safety professional has opioid antagonists available on-site, at no cost, with a straightforward process for replenishment and return of unused kits when work ends. The bill also ensures training is available for site safety professionals and construction workers, and it provides reasonable liability protections for good-faith emergency administration—supporting prompt action without fear of penalty. Annual reporting will help the City track distribution, training, and usage to improve program effectiveness over time.

For these reasons, this legislation is a practical, low-burden measure to strengthen workplace safety and save lives on construction sites.
