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	S.5678 (Gounardes)
A.7414 (Pheffer Amato)

	TITLE:
	AN ACT to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to health insurance coverage for surviving spouses or domestic partners of members of the New York city fire department


I. INTRODUCTION
On June 8, 2023, the Committee on State and Federal Legislation, chaired by Council Member Shaun Abreu, held a vote on SLR 15, State Legislation Resolution requesting the New York State Legislature to pass bills introduced by Senator Gounardes, S.5678, and Assembly Member Pheffer Amato, A.7414, “AN ACT to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to health insurance coverage for surviving spouses or domestic partners of members of the New York city fire department.” The State Legislative Resolution passed with 5 votes in the affirmative, 0 votes in the negative, and no abstentions.
II. BACKGROUND
	Congress passed the Consolidated Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act in 1985 allowing workers and their families to continue receiving healthcare benefits under qualifying circumstances, including job loss, reduction of hours, job transition, death, divorce, and others. Consolidated Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act (COBRA) eligible individuals pay the entire premium for coverage up to 102 percent of the cost of the plan up for up to 36 months. In 2001, the City amended its Administrative Code to allow surviving spouses and domestic partners of deceased fire department (FDNY) and police department (NYPD) members to apply for COBRA coverage for life if the member passed away during retirement. The City again amended its Administrative Code in 2010 to extend the same privilege to Correction and Sanitation Members and their families. However, the 2001 and 2010 amendments to the Administrative Code resulted in nuanced inequities, with certain titles unable to receive the life-long COBRA coverage. This bill would extend lifetime COBRA coverage for surviving families of FDNY members, regardless of whether they passed away as an active or retired member.
III. PROPOSED LEGISLATION
	Section one of this bill amends subparagraph (ii) of paragraph two of subdivision b of section 12-126 of the New York City Administrative Code to provide that the surviving spouse or domestic partner of both active and retired firefighters are entitled to continuing healthcare coverage after the death of the firefighter.
Section two of the bill sets the effective date.
IV. FISCAL IMPLICATIONS
	See Council Finance Division fiscal impact statement.
V. EFFECTIVE DATE
	This bill takes effect immediately.



Preconsidered State Legislation Resolution No. 15
State Legislation Resolution requesting the New York State Legislature to pass bills introduced by Senator Gounardes, S.5678, and Assembly Member Pheffer Amato, A.7414, “AN ACT to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to health insurance coverage for surviving spouses or domestic partners of members of the New York city fire department”.
By Council Member Abreu
	Whereas, Bills have been introduced in the New York State Legislature by Senator Gounardes, S.5678, and Assembly Member Pheffer Amato, A.7414, “AN ACT to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to health insurance coverage for surviving spouses or domestic partners of members of the New York city fire department”; and
	Whereas, The enactment of the above State Legislation requires the concurrence of the Council of the City of New York as the local legislative body; now, therefore, be it 
	Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York, in accordance with the provisions of Section 2 of Article 9 of the Constitution of the State of New York, does hereby request the New York State Legislature to enact into law the aforesaid pending bills.
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