                                                            1

          1

          2  CITY COUNCIL

          3

             CITY OF NEW YORK

          4

             -------------------------------x

          5

             THE TRANSCRIPT OF THE MINUTES

          6

                      of the

          7

             STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          8

             -------------------------------x

          9

         10

                            November 7, 2002

         11                 Start:  1:20 p.m.

                            Recess: 3:10 p.m.

         12

                            City Hall

         13                 Council Chambers

                            New York, New York

         14

         15       B E F O R E:

         16           BETSY GOTBAUM

                              Public Advocate

         17

         18           COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Joseph Addabbo

                                        Tony Avella

         19                             Charles Barron

                                        Gale Brewer

         20                             Yvette Clarke

                                        Leroy Comrie

         21

         22

         23

         24            LEGAL-EASE COURT REPORTING SERVICES, INC.

                              17 Battery Place -  Suite 1308

         25                   New York, New York 10004

                                    800-756-3410

                                                            2

          1

          2  A P P E A R A N C E S (CONTINUED)

          3

                   COUNCIL MEMBERS: James Davis

          4                         Bill DeBlasio

                                    Ruben Diaz

          5                         Erik Martin-Dilan

                                    Simcha Felder

          6                         Lewis Fidler

                                    Helen Foster

          7                         Dennis Gallagher

                                    James Gennaro

          8                         Alan Gerson

                                    Eric Gioia

          9                         Martin Golden

                                    Robert Jackson

         10                         Allan Jennings

                                    Melinda Katz

         11                         G. Oliver Koppell

                                    Andrew Lanza

         12                         John Liu

                                    Margarita Lopez

         13                         Miguel Martinez

                                    Michael McMahon

         14                         A. Gifford Miller

                                    Hiram Monserrate

         15                         Eva Moskowitz

                                    Michael Nelson

         16                         James Oddo

                                    Bill Perkins

         17                         Christine Quinn

                                    Domenic Recchia

         18                         Philip Reed

                                    Diana Reyna

         19                         Joel Rivera

                                    James Sanders

         20                         Larry Seabrook

                                    Helen Sears

         21                         Jose Serrano

                                    Kendall Stewart

         22                         Peter Vallone, Jr.

                                    Albert Vann

         23                         David Weprin

                                    David Yassky

         24

         25

                                                            3

          1

          2  A P P E A R A N C E S (CONTINUED)

          3

                         STAFF:       Victor Robles

          4                           City Clerk

          5                           Claude Cherry,

                                      Council Clerk

          6

          7

          8

          9

         10

         11

         12

         13

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

         25

                                                            4

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: We have some special

          3  guests today, and I'm going to turn the mic over to

          4  Council Member Moskowitz.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Thank you,

          6  Mr. Speaker. I wanted to welcome a number of

          7  attorneys from Debevoise And Plimpton for their

          8  extraordinary effort -- if they can come up?--

          9  They're extraordinary effort on behalf of the

         10  children of the John Reisenbach School.

         11                 The school is located in Council

         12  Member Perkins' district, and he is also a signatory

         13  on the proclamation. But these are attorneys who

         14  have spent countless pro bono hours assisting the

         15  schools and thereby the children from the John

         16  Reisenbach school. So, we welcome you and we very

         17  much appreciate all the work that you've done.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         19  of New York, Proclamation.

         20                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         21  New York is proud and pleased to honor the New York

         22  law firm of Debevoise And Plimpton for its dedicated

         23  service to the community and its outstanding

         24  commitment to the lives of our children; and

         25                 Whereas: Children are extraordinarily
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          2  precious members of society and must be treated with

          3  the utmost care and compassion at all times if they

          4  are to excel and succeed in life; the New York law

          5  firm of Debevoise & Plimpton understands how

          6  important children are to the future and prosperity

          7  of our great nation and has made a significant

          8  contribution to education in New York City; and

          9                 Whereas: Through its significant pro

         10  bono assistance, Debevoise & Plimpton has been a

         11  tremendous benefactor of the John Reisenbach Charter

         12  School, volunteering its time and expertise on a

         13  number of legal matters including successfully

         14  negotiating a 22-year lease, as well as negotiating

         15  loan and other lease agreements for the school; and

         16                 Whereas: Debevoise & Plimpton has

         17  also resolved numerous landlord-tenant issues on

         18  behalf of the John Resisenbach Charter School; and

         19                 Whereas: Debevoise & Plimpton ranks

         20  among the top firms in pro bono hours of service in

         21  many areas, especially the area of representing

         22  public schools in poor neighborhoods; and

         23                 Whereas: Today, we pay homage to the

         24  firm of Debevoise & Plimpton, and acknowledge the

         25  important and worthwhile efforts of a number of its
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          2  associates, including, Adam D. Gale, Jason R. Abel,

          3  Avi Weitzman, Nathan Nudelman, Emily O'Neill Slater,

          4  Jaqueline Friedland, and former associate Ariadne

          5  Staples; and

          6                 Whereas: Debevoise & Plimpton's

          7  contributions to the education of our students is

          8  inestimable; we are truly fortunate to have such a

          9  dedicated group of attorneys in our City, and it is

         10  with the deepest gratitude of this legislative body

         11  that we acknowledge its outstanding commitment to

         12  public service; now, therefore

         13                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         14  City of New York honors the law firm of DEBEVOISE &

         15  PLIMPTON for its exceptional contribution to public

         16  service, and for the pro bono work it has done on

         17  behalf of the John Reisenbach Charter School.

         18                 Signed this 7th day of November in

         19  the year Two Thousand and Two, Gifford Miller,

         20  Speaker for the Entire Council; Eva Moskowitz,

         21  Council Member, 4th District, Manhattan; Bill

         22  Perkins, Council Member, 9th District, Manhattan.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. The people

         24  of the City of New York are extremely grateful for

         25  all of your time and what you do on behalf of all of
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          2  the residents, particularly on behalf of our kids.

          3                 MR. GALE: I'm Adam Gale, an associate

          4  at Debevoise and Plimpton, and my colleagues

          5  Jaqueline Friedland, Jason Abel, Avi Weitzman and

          6  former associate Alana Seigel, and on behalf of the

          7  firm I want to thank the entire City Council, City

          8  Council Speaker Gifford Miller, Deputy Majority

          9  Leader Bill Perkins and Council Member Eva Moskowitz

         10  for this honor. The firm has spent thousands of

         11  hours representing the Reisenbach Charter School,

         12  which provides a wonderful education to the students

         13  of the City of New York, and it's been our pleasure

         14  to serve in our pro bono capacity and to represent

         15  the school and to prevent the school from being

         16  evicted, which is what we spent the majority of our

         17  time on recently, have been successful so far, and

         18  personally it's meant a great deal to me, I come

         19  from a family of New York City public school

         20  educators. My father was a New York City public

         21  school principal, my mother is a New York City

         22  public school teacher, I managed to become a lawyer

         23  but I'm glad to be able to combine my law practice

         24  with my belief in the education system of the New

         25  York City public schools.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Thank you,

          4  all.

          5                 Is Council Member Charles Barron in

          6  the house today?

          7                 Council Member Barron, I understand

          8  we have somebody we're honoring here. Council Member

          9  Barron.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

         11  much. It is indeed a pleasure for us to honor Dr.

         12  Carlos Russell, the founder of Black Solidarity Day.

         13                 I'd like for him to come forward at

         14  this time.

         15                 Dr. Russell is not only a great

         16  activist, scholar, extraordinaire, but he is the one

         17  who founded Black Solidarity Day, which comes on

         18  November 4th, the Monday before election, and we

         19  just honored that he was able to think of something

         20  of importance as that in the 1960s, 1969 and still

         21  hold us to that to this day, so we are indeed

         22  honored.

         23                 Dr. Carlos Russell.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         25  of New York, Proclamation.
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          2                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          3  New York is pleased and proud to join friends,

          4  family and distinguished members of the community in

          5  honoring Dr. Carlos Russell for his outstanding

          6  contributions to the City and the community; and

          7                 Whereas: The call to political and

          8  social activism is highly demanding and requires

          9  self-sacrifice, insight, strong leadership, and a

         10  profound understanding of community needs and

         11  values; and

         12                 Whereas: Today, we honor Dr. Carlos

         13  Russell for his many worthwhile and significant

         14  contributions to the African-American experience;

         15  and impassioned and highly eloquent spokesman for

         16  the rights of people of African descent, for decades

         17  Dr. Russell has been a vital force for change and

         18  civil rights within the community; and

         19                 Whereas: Dr. Russell is a Panamanian

         20  of African descent whose work comprehends the full

         21  spectrum of activism, from organizing Civil Rights

         22  protests with Dr. Martin Luther King to interviewing

         23  Malcolm X, Dr. Russell's unselfish leadership,

         24  commitment and intelligence have over the years

         25  influenced and helped shape the tenor of public
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          2  discourse; and

          3                 Whereas: In 1969, Dr. Russell, along

          4  with a brain-trust of young scholar-activists,

          5  conceptualized an approach for Black Unity; this

          6  eventually led to the first Black Solidarity Day in

          7  New York City, a day which is still celebrated by

          8  thousands of people across the city; and

          9                 Whereas: Dr. Russell is an

         10  accomplished playwright and poet whose work is shot

         11  through with philosophical, spiritual and cultural

         12  issues concerning the African diaspore; his writing,

         13  an instrument for social transformation has emerged

         14  as powerful political and social allegory; and

         15                 Whereas: Whether a professor,

         16  lecturer, writer, mentor, social and political

         17  activist, Dr. Russell has made profound

         18  contributions to every aspect of the

         19  African-American experience; his wisdom, wit and

         20  deep humanity have effected and inspired countless

         21  lives and have made a selsmic impact on the psyche

         22  of the African diasporic community; now, therefore

         23                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         24  City of New York honors DR. CARLOS RUSSELL for his

         25  inspiring leadership and outstanding contributions
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          2  to the community.

          3                 Signed this 7th day of November in

          4  the year Two Thousand and Two, Gifford Miller,

          5  Speaker for the Entire Council; Charles Barron,

          6  Council Member, 42nd District, Brooklyn.

          7                 DR. RUSSELL: I would like to thank

          8  Gifford Miller, Charles Barron, and the Council for

          9  this honor which I have just received.

         10                 However, this honor is not for Carlos

         11  Russell, it is really an honor that reflects the

         12  ongoing struggle that blacks and Latino and the poor

         13  have been continuing to effectuate during at least

         14  33 years of my existence in New York City, and I'm

         15  hopeful that as I stand here in this august

         16  chambers, it signifies a new day that we as people

         17  of New York will understand fully that without

         18  black, Latino, the poor, and the brown, the City

         19  cannot go forward, this nation cannot go forward,

         20  and it's not only black solidarity, it's people

         21  solidarity.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, we are

         24  on the eve, as it were, of Veterans Day. A day when

         25  our country collectively gets together in
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          2  communities across this great United States of

          3  America, to thank those who made tremendous

          4  sacrifices on behalf of our country.

          5                 First and foremost, of course, those

          6  who made the ultimate sacrifice, but we're very

          7  privileged to be joined by many of their comrades,

          8  here today.

          9                 Veterans groups from across this

         10  City, and the Director of the Veterans Affairs

         11  Office, Mike Handy, for the City of New York, men

         12  and women who made tremendous sacrifices on behalf

         13  of this City in wars across the globe. And we have a

         14  number of proclamations that we want to award.

         15                 We're going to ask the clerk to read

         16  just a few from each of them, rather than all of

         17  them, because they're too long for us to go into all

         18  of the great contributions that were made on behalf

         19  of the City and this country.

         20                 But we'd ask the clerk to read just a

         21  few of them. Gentlemen, if you want to come forward,

         22  we can award them to each of you.

         23                 The first group is the Anzio Beach

         24  Head Veterans, who fought at the Battle of the

         25  Bulge. One of the great moments of courage for our
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          2  country.

          3                 We have Black Veterans for Social

          4  Justice here today. Are they here?

          5                 The Black Veterans of Social Justice,

          6  is there someone that wants to accept this? They're

          7  coming up.

          8                 All right, thank you.

          9                 We have the Bronx County American

         10  Legion. Who would like to accept this on behalf of

         11  the Bronx County American Legion?

         12                 And this is like -- we have the

         13  Eastern Paralyzed Veterans Association right here.

         14                 And finally, two more, the Samaritan

         15  Village 43rd Street Veterans Program; and the 369

         16  Infantry Regimen. We're going to ask the clerk and

         17  the United War Veterans Council, which sponsors the

         18  84th Veterans Day Parade.

         19                 We're going to ask each one of you.

         20  What we're going to do is, the Clerk is going to

         21  read something from each of them, and then we'll ask

         22  each one of you to come forward, one from each group

         23  and say a few words on behalf of each group. Just a

         24  few.

         25                 Okay, the clerk could read the

                                                            14

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  proclamation.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          4  of New York, Proclamation.

          5                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          6  New York is pleased and proud to honor the Black

          7  Veterans for Social Justice;

          8                 Whereas: Founded in 1979, Black

          9  Veterans of Social Justice, Black Veterans' mission

         10  has been to primarily assist war veterans of

         11  African-American and Latino descent in dealing with

         12  a wide range of issues that veterans face upon

         13  returning to the United States and their families.

         14                 Proclamation, City of New York, the

         15  Council.

         16                 Whereas: The veterans of the Battle

         17  of the Bulge, Staten Island Chapter No. 52,

         18  celebrated its greatest day on December 16th, 2001,

         19  as the memorial at Wolfe's Pond Park was dedicated;

         20                 Whereas: The purpose of the veterans

         21  of the Battle of the Bulge is to perpetuate the

         22  memory of the sacrifice involved during the Battle

         23  of the Bulge.

         24                 Proclamation, Council, City of New

         25  York.
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          2                 Bronx County American Legion, for

          3  more than 80 years the Bronx County American Legion

          4  has aided our veterans and their families by

          5  providing them with important and much needed

          6  advocacy in a number of areas;

          7                 Whereas: The organization is highly

          8  active in the Bronx County Veterans Hospital, and

          9  also participates at the national, state and county

         10  level, in legislative programs for the benefit of

         11  veterans.

         12                 Proclamation, Council, City of New

         13  York.

         14                 The Council honors Eastern Paralyzed

         15  Veterans Association; whereas: Much of our success

         16  as a nation, much of the peace and prosperity we

         17  take for granted, is due in large measure to the

         18  hard-fought success of our fighting forces, men of

         19  remarkable strength and character whose tremendous

         20  sacrifice helped shape the modern world,

         21  individually whose legacies ensured the safety,

         22  progress and prosperity of our country for

         23  generations to come; and

         24                 Whereas: The Eastern Paralyzed

         25  Veterans Association has been a leading organization
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          2  in advocating for the rights of veterans all across

          3  the nation, is a vital presence in the lives of our

          4  brave veterans, and it's truly a great friend of the

          5  City of New York.

          6                 Proclamation, City of New York,

          7  Council.

          8                 Whereas: The Council honors the 369th

          9  Infantry Regimen;

         10                 Whereas: Today we are joined by

         11  veterans from all walks of life across the spectrum

         12  of the armed forces, we remember with special

         13  gratitude the sacrifice and struggles of men as they

         14  defended the principles of freedom that have made

         15  our country great.

         16                 And whereas, as a nation we owe a

         17  tremendous debt and gratitude to the men and members

         18  of the 369th Infantry Regiment, men who fought so

         19  valiantly to preserve the democratic principles of

         20  freedom the world over; now, therefore

         21                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         22  City of New York honors all the veterans groups for

         23  their exemplary service to our country.

         24                 Signed this 7th day of November in

         25  the Year 2002, Gifford Miller, Speaker for the
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          2  Entire Council.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: We all stand here

          4  together in love of this country and in gratitude

          5  for the sacrifices that were made on behalf of this

          6  country by a veteran. I'm going to ask each group to

          7  come forward briefly and say just a few words on

          8  behalf of that group.

          9                 We'll start with the Black Veterans

         10  for Social Justice.

         11                 PARTICIPANT: I'd like to, on behalf

         12  of the Black Veterans for Social Justice, as the

         13  Chairperson, I'd like to thank you for your support,

         14  and I'd like to thank you for remembering that we

         15  served this country too.

         16                 Thank you, again.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. God bless

         18  you. Our City is grateful for what you've done for

         19  us.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 Next we're going to have the Anzio

         22  Beach Head Veterans.

         23                 PARTICIPANT: Ladies and gentlemen,

         24  thank you very much. It's a pleasure being here

         25  accepting this proclamation, along with all the
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          2  other veterans groups that are here.

          3                 I would like to read this poem to

          4  which I have written about the Anzio Annie.

          5                 Who is Anzio Annie, you might ask -

          6  she brings death and destruction as her main task.

          7                 She is known and feared by everyone

          8  here, not knowing when she would appear.

          9                 Where does she hide? She's awfully

         10  big. To avoid her destruction, fox holes we must

         11  dig.

         12                 Her harassment on Beach Head we had

         13  to endure - no one was safe, that was for sure.

         14                 We carefully listened for her special

         15  sound, it was like a freight train for her targets

         16  found.

         17                 From land and sea and up in the

         18  skies, hoping to find her would be a great prize.

         19                 The biggest to land on the Beach Head

         20  of Anzio. The day finally came after months of

         21  grief, not to hear her sound of destruction was a

         22  great relief.

         23                 After liberating Rome on our Northern

         24  drives, to hopefully find her, we still did strive.

         25                 She was a big railway gun, and hid up
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          2  north away, our Air Force bond her up by

          3  Chabitavecchia (phonetic) one fine day. Good-bye to

          4  Anzio Annie, this big gun witch, this Anzio Annie -

          5  this Anzio Annie, son of a bitch.

          6                 Thank you so very much.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Thank you

          8  for your service to our country. New York City is

          9  grateful.

         10                 We have the Battle of the Bulge now.

         11  On behalf of the Battle of the Bulge Veterans,

         12  please say a few words.

         13                 PARTICIPANT: On behalf of my

         14  organization, the Veterans of the Battle of the

         15  Bulge, Staten Island Chapter No. 52, I'll accept

         16  this proclamation, and also on behalf of all of our

         17  buddies who never made it back.

         18                 It gives one a very warm feeling to

         19  think that there's people out there who still

         20  remember a group of 17 and 18-year-olds who fought

         21  in the Battle of the Bulge which was called "41 days

         22  in hell."

         23                 We're very, very appreciative that

         24  you still remember us. As you can see, we are no

         25  longer 17 and 18 year olds, standing to my left, we
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          2  are now 70 and 80 years of age, and for that we

          3  thank you.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you for your

          5  service to our country.

          6                 I'm going to ask the United War

          7  Veterans Council, with the 84 Veterans Parade on

          8  Monday.

          9                 PARTICIPANT: We want to thank the New

         10  York City Council for remembering service and for

         11  honoring service for all veterans of New York City,

         12  and we would like to invite all of New York City to

         13  be on at the 84th Veterans Day Parade and memorial

         14  service at the Eternal Light, 23rd Street and

         15  Madison Avenue. The parade will be going north up

         16  Fifth Avenue. We start at 10:00 with memorial

         17  service. The Parade starts directly after 11:00, the

         18  ceremony for the signing of the armistice. Thank you

         19  very much, New York City Council.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Thank you

         21  for your service.

         22                 We'll see you on Monday.

         23                 We have the Bronx County and American

         24  Legion. Thank you for being here.

         25                 PARTICIPANT: Mr. Speaker, City
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          2  Council, we thank you very much for this

          3  proclamation, and thank you very much for honoring

          4  our veterans. Bronx County is very active today, as

          5  it always has been for the last 84 years, in service

          6  to our veterans from Bronx County.

          7                 We're very active in the VA Hospital,

          8  and for the last 18 years we've had our own parade,

          9  which will be this Sunday, the 10th, on Tremont

         10  Avenue in the Bronx, and if you have the time,

         11  please do come out.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you for your

         13  service to our country.

         14                 The Samaritan Village 43rd Street

         15  Veterans Program.

         16                 PARTICIPANT: Thank you. On behalf of

         17  the 43rd Street Samaritan Village Veterans Program,

         18  we would like to thank you for this award. And we

         19  would also like to thank our fellow veterans for the

         20  work they continue to do.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Thank you

         22  for your service to our country.

         23                 We have the 369th Infantry Regiment.

         24  Thank you for being here, gentlemen.

         25                 PARTICIPANT: I would like to thank
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          2  the Council very much for this presentation, and to

          3  let you know that 369th, since the inception of

          4  World War I, 369 has participated in every event

          5  that America had been in in a conflict with since,

          6  and they're still, an active regiment is still

          7  working for the United States of America.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: God bless them all.

          9  Thank you for your service to this country.

         10                 The Eastern Paralyzed Veterans

         11  Association.

         12                 PARTICIPANT: Thank you so much.

         13                 I'd like to dedicate this to Mr.

         14  James Jay Peters, who passed away not too long ago

         15  as Executive Director of Eastern Paralyzed Veterans.

         16  He leaves behind a legacy that we will not forget

         17  and we were going to continue to fight for

         18  disability rights.

         19                 Thank you very much.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you for your

         21  service to our country.

         22                 My colleagues, it's a great privilege

         23  for me to welcome the next individual who we're

         24  honoring today. We are so privileged to be joined by

         25  Ronan Tynan. Ronan, if you could come forward.
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          2                 I think all of us have been inspired

          3  by Ronan so many times since September 11th, as he's

          4  given of his time and his extraordinary abilities as

          5  a singer to inspire New Yorkers and people across

          6  the world in the wake of September 11th.

          7                 But I want to just say that it's not

          8  just at big services where the television is that

          9  Ronan has come forward. Ronan has volunteered his

         10  time at countless services, memorial services, in

         11  small, small places where people are hurting just as

         12  much since September 11th, in order to inspire New

         13  Yorkers and people across the world to remember

         14  those we lost on September 11th, and to resolve that

         15  even after that, this City is still the greatest

         16  place in the world, as he was telling me earlier,

         17  the most exciting place in the world, and the

         18  greatest place to live and to remember those who

         19  came before, and of course, he's an inspiration to

         20  not just people with disabilities, and not just

         21  Irish Americans, but the people across the world.

         22  So, we're very, very grateful that you're here

         23  today, so that we can say thank you to you on behalf

         24  of the City of New York for all that you've done

         25  since September 11th and even before for what you
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          2  are continuing to do for all the people across the

          3  world.

          4                 Thank you, Ronan.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          6  of New York, Proclamation.

          7                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          8  New York is pleased and proud to honor Ronan Tynan

          9  for his supreme artistry and for singing his heart

         10  out and helping all New Yorkers heal during one of

         11  the most difficult periods in our history; and

         12                 Whereas: A County Kilkenny man filled

         13  with all the fortitude, warmth and deep lyricism of

         14  the great Irish nation, Ronan Tynan has triumphed

         15  over personal adversity to become one of the most

         16  beloved and dynamic artists in the world of music;

         17  and

         18                 Whereas: Few have as compelling a

         19  history or have created as enduring an artistic

         20  legacy as Ronan Tynan, a true Renaissance man who,

         21  through talent and incredible perseverance has

         22  achieved distinction in a number of fields, among

         23  which are sports and medicine; and

         24                 Whereas: It is, however, as a singer

         25  that Mr. Tynan has made the greatest impact: with an
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          2  emotional register that ranges from the ebullient

          3  spirit of the Irish countryside to the often subdued

          4  and exquisitely tender phrasings that have soothed

          5  the hearts of his listeners, Roman Tyman is that

          6  rare performer capable of communicating truth

          7  through his art; and

          8                 Whereas: Blessed with an expressive

          9  and sublimely beautiful voice, Mr. Tynan has used

         10  his musical gifts as a balm to heal our wounded

         11  spirits: during countless memorial ceremonies for

         12  the victims of the September 11th, 2001 attacks, he

         13  won the hearts of New Yorkers and the nation with

         14  his caring, dignified and emotionally charged

         15  performances; and

         16                 Whereas: Mr. Tyman used his pure

         17  tenor voice to salute the heroism of FDNY members at

         18  services across the City and State and was named an

         19  Honorary New York Firefighter, with his soaring

         20  rendition of "You Raised Me Up," he lifted the

         21  spirits of 25,000 firefighters who attended the

         22  October 12, 2002, FDNY Memorial Services at Madison

         23  Square Garden; and

         24                 Whereas: Ronan Tynan is a man of

         25  remarkable strength, character and deep humanity;
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          2  his courage in the face of adversity has made him an

          3  inspiration to New Yorkers and to millions

          4  worldwide, and his compassion and achievement

          5  reflect what is truly best in the human spirit; now,

          6  therefore

          7                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          8  City of New York most gratefully honors RONAN TYNAN

          9  for his exceptional services to the City, the

         10  community and the nation. Signed this 7th day of

         11  November in the year Two Thousand and Two, Gifford

         12  Miller, Speaker for the Entire Council.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Ronan, we would be so

         14  grateful if you would share just a few words with

         15  us. Thank you.

         16                 MR. TYNAN: Ladies and gentlemen, it's

         17  truly a great honor for me to receive this award.

         18  Thank you from the bottom of my heart.

         19                 New York is a great City, but a City

         20  is not without its great people, and those people

         21  have done so much for me, and I've learned so much

         22  from such a wonderful people. And I also know what

         23  the meaning of love, friendship and hope and honor

         24  can show people of the world that this City is not

         25  one to be just looked at, it's to be smiled upon,
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          2  and loved with graciousness.

          3                 Thank you very much.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Thank you.

          5                 My colleagues, for our final

          6  proclamation, we're honoring a gentleman who is

          7  going to then grace us with an invocation.

          8                 I'll ask Council Member McMahon to

          9  say a few words.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

         11  Mr. Speaker.

         12                 I just want to say that it's a

         13  pleasure to have a native son from Staten Island,

         14  Father Patrick Ryan, who is with us today to say the

         15  invocation. I know that some of his colleagues who

         16  work with him are up there in the balcony, and there

         17  are, outside I just met with some of the children

         18  from the school and you could just see the love in

         19  their eyes for all the great work that he does.

         20  Unfortunately, they couldn't all fit in, but I hope

         21  you'll tell the children what an honor it is to have

         22  Father Ryan here today and to give us his

         23  invocation.

         24                 Truly, somebody from Staten Island

         25  making it good.
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          2                 Father.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: If the Clerk could

          4  read the Proclamation.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          6  of New York, Proclamation.

          7                 Whereas: The City Council of New York

          8  is proud and pleased to honor Father Jay Patrick

          9  Ryan for his many years of spiritual uplift and

         10  moral guidance to thousands;

         11                 Whereas: A native Staten Islander,

         12  son of John and Ruth Ryan, and brother of Bill,

         13  Maureen, Tim and Caline, Father Ryan is a graduate

         14  from Blessed School, West Brighton, and St. Peter's,

         15  Christian Brothers High School, New Brighton; and

         16                 Whereas: As a result of his

         17  extraordinary skill as a sincere and effective

         18  leader, only by his exemplary understanding and

         19  affection for the people with whom he labors, Father

         20  Ryan has created a standard of excellence towards

         21  which others who would serve humanity with

         22  compassion and love, now, therefore,

         23                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         24  City of New York honors Father Jay Patrick Ryan, now

         25  in his 26th year of priesthood, express this

                                                            29

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  heartfelt gratitude to his faithful and fruitful

          3  ministry, and extend sincere best wishes for his

          4  continuous success in all future endeavors.

          5                 Signed this 7th day of November in

          6  the year Two Thousand and Two, Gifford Miller,

          7  Speaker for the Entire Council; Michael E. McMahon,

          8  Council Member 49th District, Staten Island.

          9                 FATHER RYAN: I just want to thank

         10  Councilman McMahon for representing the best borough

         11  of the City, Staten Island, and I'm happy I'm

         12  standing next to the next Mayor of New York City,

         13  and it's just a great honor. I'm always pleased to

         14  be here in New York City. The people of New York are

         15  the best people in the world.

         16                 God bless.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: He's great. He's

         18  going to come back soon.

         19                 Thank you, my colleagues. Now we'll

         20  begin the formal portion of the meeting.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Davis.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Present.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Diaz.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Golden.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Present.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: We have a

          3  quorum. Invocation delivered by Father Patrick Ryan.

          4                 All stand.

          5                 FATHER RYAN: God, our Father, New

          6  York City is the capitol of the world. It is that

          7  City set on a hill.

          8                 Bless our Mayor and our Speaker,

          9  Councilman McMahon, bless all the members of the

         10  City Council. Send your spirit upon the people of

         11  this great City, guide us in all of our actions.

         12  Allow the laws enacted upon in this Chamber to be

         13  fair, just and reflective of the dignity you give

         14  every human being.

         15                 Allow us to see each other, not in

         16  terms of age, color, religion, ethnic background or

         17  sexual orientation, but rather as brothers and

         18  sisters, people who have more in common than we

         19  often realize. Fill our hearts with your love, and

         20  after September 11th, allow our hearts to heal and

         21  remove all bitterness from them, and that we may

         22  move forward and achieve that which you ask us to

         23  do. We ask this forever and ever. Amen.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Motion to

         25  spread invocation by Council Member McMahon.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

          3  Madam Public Advocate.

          4                 It is indeed an honor and a privilege

          5  for me to spread throughout the record those

          6  wonderful words, I think inspiring words, from

          7  Father Ryan, and I so move.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Adoption of

          9  the minutes. One.

         10                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 330.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, Privileges and

         13  Elections.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 331.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Consumer Affairs.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         17  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 332.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Transportation.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 334 on page

         21  two through M 3 -- I'm sorry, M 333 through 370 on

         22  page six.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         24  and communications.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: All will be referred
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          2  to Transportation Committee, M 333 through 370 will

          3  all be referred to the Transportation Committee.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

          5  and communications.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

          8  Call-Ups.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         11  Communication from the Speaker.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues I have

         13  a number of things to talk about today, but first I

         14  want to say that we have an elected official here

         15  who is doing something that no elected official

         16  should do, and that is breaking the hearts of

         17  millions of New Yorkers, because, my colleagues,

         18  we're going to have to allow Diana Reyna to leave a

         19  little bit early today because she is getting

         20  married this weekend.

         21                 And I speak on behalf of all the men

         22  this great City, saying we want to know who this guy

         23  is and how he pulled this off. But we're so happy

         24  for you, Diana. Congratulations. We're thrilled for

         25  you. And we're going to let you vote, as a reward
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          2  we're going to let you vote early.

          3                 Margarita points out that you broke a

          4  number of women's hearts, as well.

          5                 Council Member Reyna.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Yes. Well, I'd

          7  like to thank everyone. It is a very special moment

          8  in more ways than one, today a year ago I was sworn

          9  into office in the City Council to join all of you,

         10  and tomorrow I am getting married.

         11                 I just wanted to ask for a unanimous

         12  consent of my colleagues to vote aye on all coupled

         13  general orders, and all items of the resolution

         14  calendar.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Thank you,

         17  Madam Public Advocate.

         18                 And congratulations to everyone else.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: And I will now have

         20  to call upon Council Member Serrano, whose excuse is

         21  not nearly as good, but is legitimate and also has

         22  to vote for and leave.

         23                 Council Member Serrano.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Councilman

         25  Serrano.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Madam Public

          3  Advocate, with the permission of my colleagues, I

          4  would like to vote aye on all coupled general

          5  orders, and all items on the resolution calendar.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Thank you.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, we

          9  also have another wonderful piece of news.

         10                 Yesterday, or the day before

         11  yesterday was a big day for many people but it was

         12  an important day for the City Council because we had

         13  the opportunity to welcome a wonderful new

         14  colleague, Sara Gonzalez, who is joining us here

         15  today with a privilege.

         16                 Sara, welcome to you. We're so

         17  excited to work with you.

         18                 We are extraordinarily thrilled that

         19  Sara has joined us in the Council, and congratulate

         20  her and her supporters on their extraordinary

         21  victory. Sara will be certified we hope by the time

         22  of the next meeting, so she won't be able to vote

         23  today, but, Sara, would you like to say a very few

         24  words? You press the button.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Well, I want
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          2  to thank the Speaker Miller. I would like to thank

          3  all my new colleagues, and this is an honor, a

          4  tremendous honor. I'm emotional, but it was a

          5  tremendous campaign, and I am so honored to be here

          6  with you. I'm a hard worker. That's what you're

          7  going to get. Someone who works hard and will fight

          8  and advocate for the districts.

          9                 So, get ready, guys.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: I'm leaving.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: That's right. Ruben

         12  is out of here. Right, this is wonderful news, we've

         13  added to the women's caucus, which is a tremendous

         14  thing. Congratulations to the women's caucus.

         15                 Turning my attention just for a

         16  moment, today is a very important meeting. Today is

         17  the day that this Council, after a tremendous amount

         18  of work, after engaging in a thoughtful and

         19  deliberative legislative process for which we are

         20  sent here to engage in, today we adopt a number of

         21  pieces of important legislation, but I think as

         22  important as any pieces of legislation that we've

         23  adopted thus far this year, the Living Wage Bill and

         24  the Displaced Workers Bill are two bills that speak

         25  volumes about the commitment of this Council and
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          2  this City to working people, especially in times of

          3  fiscal crisis, this Council must use its legislative

          4  authority to protect the working people of this

          5  City, to ensure that they are able to work at fair

          6  wages, lift their families out of poverty, pay taxes

          7  and ultimately make this City stronger.

          8                 Both of these pieces of legislation

          9  accomplish that. I'm very, very proud of these

         10  pieces of legislation, I'm very proud the Council

         11  will be supporting them today, and I certainly urge

         12  all of my colleagues to do so.

         13                 Finally, as we finish the

         14  Communication for the Speaker, I want to recognize

         15  that on Tuesday there was a referendum which made

         16  the Speaker of the City Council the presiding

         17  officer of the City Council.

         18                 I opposed this referendum for a

         19  number of reasons, one of which is because I don't

         20  agree in nonpartisan elections, and I wish that the

         21  referendum had said on it that it was a nonpartisan

         22  election, because I think it would have been a

         23  fairer question to ask people if they knew that they

         24  were voting for nonpartisan elections.

         25                 But the other reason that I opposed
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          2  it was because I think the public advocate is doing

          3  a tremendous job of presiding over these City

          4  Council meetings.

          5                 And, so, by the time of the next

          6  Council meeting, we would expect that referendum's

          7  result will be certified, and for the next Council

          8  meeting, therefore, I'll be the presiding officer.

          9  But I want to say that both for that meeting and

         10  into the future, that as the presiding officer I

         11  will be delegating to the Public Advocate, an

         12  ex-officio member of the City Council, the ability

         13  to chair, continue to chair these meetings because

         14  she's doing a terrific job. We're all grateful to

         15  her, and we look forward to her continuing doing it.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you

         17  very much.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: And that concludes

         19  the communication from me.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         21  of general orders.

         22                 Councilman DeBlasio.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         24  Madam Public Advocate. And we are very happy to see

         25  you continuing in this role, which has been
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          2  tremendously helpful to this Council.

          3                 I just want to thank people today who

          4  made it possible for the votes that the Speaker just

          5  talked to.

          6                 We have an amazing set of legislation

          7  before us today, that, again, makes the point of

          8  this progressive Council, is moving forward very

          9  substantial pieces of legislation that will affect

         10  the lives of every day New Yorkers.

         11                 And I want to thank, in particular,

         12  ACORN and the Working Families Party, and all of the

         13  forces that made the Living Wage Bill possible for

         14  their incredible work.

         15                 I want to thank 32BJ for their

         16  incredible work on the Displaced Worker Bill.

         17                 Now, if only they weren't such a shy

         18  union -- no, I want to say if anyone hasn't

         19  recognized by now 32BJ has arrived, a massive

         20  political force and good work here.

         21                 And lastly I want to say, I want

         22  everyone to join along with Simcha Felder, Mike

         23  Nelson and I and all the other sponsors. The actions

         24  we're going to take today to recognize Purim and Ash

         25  Wednesday, and of course, Asian Lunar New Year,
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          2  we're really doing something important that will

          3  help communities across the City, and bring

          4  additional pride to them, and particularly in the

          5  case of Purim, we're recognizing a crucial holiday

          6  to the Jewish community, and making it easier for

          7  people to really be devout and to practice their

          8  religion and to be with their families. And I want

          9  to thank all of the leaders of the Jewish

         10  communities who help make that possible. Thank you.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Okay,

         12  Council Member Barron.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

         14  Madam Public Advocate.

         15                 I rise to lend my support for the

         16  Living Wage Bill, but I want us to realize that as

         17  we applaud this bill, that 2,700 workers will not be

         18  included in this bill, and I think that while we are

         19  saying that this is a good start, we must remember

         20  that all the workers in our Living Wage Bill deserve

         21  the right to a living wage. And I'm hoping that we

         22  continue to go forward, and make this bill even

         23  stronger, as we move forward in the future, and I

         24  want to say also that the Black, Latino and Asian

         25  Caucus, we need to get more respect in this process,
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          2  and it's very, very important for us to realize that

          3  this is a powerful caucus and our voices will be

          4  heard even stronger on future legislation.

          5                 But with that, I add my

          6  congratulation and my vote for the Living Wage Bill

          7  and the Displaced Workers Bill.

          8                 Thank you very much.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member Sanders.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Madam Public

         12  Advocate, and our Chair -- well, I'll be nice. Be

         13  nice, James, Jr.

         14                 I rise today to support not simply

         15  Living Wage, but displaced workers.

         16                 I rise today to salute the mighty,

         17  probably the most aggressive union in our City,

         18  32BJ, their able president Mike Fishman, Alan Vann

         19  Koppell, Hector Figueroa, all of the good people who

         20  have fought to make sure that this happens, with

         21  their allies, like Robert Jackson, and our good

         22  Speaker Gifford Miller, who have pushed through to

         23  make sure that workers no longer have to fear that

         24  any day that they go into work will be their final

         25  day. That with one stroke of a pen, one movement of
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          2  a check, a worker of ten, 20, 30 years is no longer

          3  there. Not in New York City, not any longer.

          4                 As a prime sponsor, I understand that

          5  this legislation is an opportunity for us to

          6  confront several challenges at once. One, we can

          7  offer temporary protection against job losses to

          8  thousands of worthy New Yorkers.

          9                 Two, we can make our City's buildings

         10  more secure, in a time of great troubles; and,

         11  three, we can avoid continuing the already

         12  significant fiscal pressures by making sure that

         13  good-paying productive jobs stay in our communities.

         14                 The displaced worker legislation is

         15  the right bill for workers and tenants of New York

         16  City.

         17                 To all of my colleagues, I support

         18  you. I commend you. I think that this is the moment

         19  when New York City is under the gun.

         20                 This is the moment when we see the

         21  fiscal clouds on the horizon. This is the moment to

         22  say that we stand with working people, and this City

         23  Council will support working people.

         24                 Thank you very much.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member Weprin.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Yes, I also

          4  want to rise in support of both the Living Wage Bill

          5  and the Displaced Workers Bill.

          6                 In the case of the Living Wage Bill,

          7  I was an original sponsor of the Reuter bill, and in

          8  light of tough fiscal times, I think this is a

          9  reasonable approach and hopefully we'll be able to

         10  do the rest in the future.

         11                 As far as the displaced workers, now

         12  is the time when we members of the New York City

         13  Council have to step up to the plate and hit a home

         14  run, for those ongoing victims of the September 11th

         15  attack upon our City. These are the countless

         16  workers who have been displaced by the double impact

         17  of the attack and a sour economy.

         18                 Thousands of building service workers

         19  have lost their jobs because their buildings which

         20  were destroyed and damaged, and thousands more have

         21  been laid off due to the recession.

         22                 This is devastating not only to these

         23  workers, but it places an unwanted burden on our

         24  City's government social service department, already

         25  afflicted by budget cuts and staffing problems.
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          2                 It also presents us with keen

          3  security issues in these buildings, as many owners

          4  may seek to replace experienced workers, such as

          5  doormen, porters, cleaners, and superintendents, who

          6  are totally unfamiliar with premises, and being paid

          7  subsistent wages.

          8                 We support this bill because it gives

          9  these workers stability, continuity and the dignity

         10  that labor provides. We support it because it

         11  requires new owners and contractors to retain the

         12  incumbent service workers for a 90-day transition

         13  period. It protects the owners in that if the

         14  employee's performance is not satisfactory, at the

         15  end of this period, he or she can be terminated. We

         16  support it because it's the right thing to do, and

         17  we support 32BJ. Thank you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Davis.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Thank you,

         21  Madam Public Advocate.

         22                 I'll get straight to it, and say 32B.

         23  32.

         24                 THE AUDIENCE: BJ.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: 32.
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          2                 THE AUDIENCE: BJ.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: All right. I am

          4  so happy. Today is a great day for me as a Council

          5  member, a proud member, a retired police officer who

          6  knows about being a civil service employee.

          7                 It was important to sign on as a

          8  prime sponsor to the Living Wage Bill and the

          9  displaced workers bill. And I'm proud to be a member

         10  of this Council, because we have again shown that we

         11  believe in inclusiveness, we believe that everyone

         12  should be at the table. No one should be left out.

         13                 This is a great City, the City of New

         14  York.

         15                 Unfortunately, we've got to close the

         16  divide between the haves and the have-nots. By

         17  providing this Living Wage Bill, this Displaced

         18  Workers Bill, we're making sure that the have-nots

         19  are at the table. We're making sure that we're all

         20  included.

         21                 So, I thank ACORN, I thank 32 BJ, I

         22  thank all of us, and I thank, most importantly, the

         23  City Council, for having a ear to hear the cries of

         24  the people.

         25                 In my closing, I thank also the
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          2  leadership of 32 BJ, the President, Michael. You're

          3  doing a great job. Continue the good work, and this

          4  City Council will continue to be responsive to all

          5  the people of the great City of New York.

          6                 32.

          7                 THE AUDIENCE: BJ.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: 32.

          9                 THE AUDIENCE: BJ.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         11  Council member.

         12                 Council Member Martinez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         14  Madam Chair.

         15                 Thank you, Madam Chair.

         16                 I stand in support of legislation

         17  that makes sense, legislation that not only keeps

         18  family together but ensure the future of families.

         19  And I'm so proud to stand here and support the

         20  effort and legislation of the union that my father

         21  once belonged to as a superintendent, and that

         22  displaced bill is ensuring the continuity of work

         23  and ensuring that family is not displaced, that

         24  families do not lose their income. And along with

         25  that, the Living Wage Bill, which makes so much

                                                            50

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  sense for this City to have, and I'm so proud again

          3  to support a union that works for the working

          4  family. 32 BJ. And that's why I'm in favor of it and

          5  support it.

          6                 Thank you, Madam Chair.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Diaz.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Thank you, Madam

         10  Chairlady.

         11                 I'm just having an emergency. I have

         12  to leave. I would like to vote yes on all the items

         13  in the agenda today.

         14                 Thank you very much, and

         15  congratulations again for you.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17  Thank you. So ordered.

         18                 Council Member Jackson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: We should

         20  congratulate Reverend Diaz on his victory. Yes.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: He's leaving

         22  us.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         24  Madam Public Advocate.

         25                 And I rise this afternoon as the
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          2  Chair of the Contracts Committee, in which the

          3  displaced workers bill was in front of the Contracts

          4  Committee, and knowing that there are tens of

          5  thousands of workers out there, many of them that

          6  live in my district, that will be guaranteed to

          7  their job for at least 90 days, if in fact a new

          8  owner or new contractor takes over the buildings in

          9  which the majority of these employees work in.

         10                 And I'm proud to have known Mike

         11  Fishman, the President of Local 32BJ, and Allan Van

         12  Kopelli, the Political Action Director, who did a

         13  fantastic organizing campaign around this

         14  legislation.

         15                 I think that what this shows us is

         16  that where there's a will, there's a way. And

         17  concerning the Living Wage Bill, in which was in

         18  front of the Joint Committees of Government

         19  Operations, chaired by Deputy Majority Leader Bill

         20  Perkins, and myself as a Contracts Committee Chair,

         21  I'd like to thank Bertha Lewis and ACORN and all the

         22  other advocates for pushing forward a piece of

         23  legislation that many thought would never take

         24  place.

         25                 And I must admit, it's not everything
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          2  that we wanted, but I've been told that half a loaf

          3  of bread is better than nothing at all, and I'm

          4  committed to working with all of the advocates to

          5  ensure that we will try to obtain 100 percent down

          6  the road.

          7                 But thank you on behalf of all of the

          8  people, and especially the over 50,000 home care

          9  workers that this Living Wage Bill would help.

         10                 Thank you very much.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: To our

         12  brothers and sisters up there, can I ask you to just

         13  restrict your outbursts a little bit? We need to get

         14  on. As much as we love you, we want you to be here,

         15  but we need to move on faster. Thank you.

         16                 Council Member Katz.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you, Madam

         18  Public Advocate.

         19                 I'm also supporting the Living Wage

         20  Bill and the Displaced Home Workers Bill, but I

         21  think I'd be remiss if I didn't really point out

         22  that these two bills faced quite a bit of opposition

         23  from different groups, and from different

         24  organizations, and despite that, this new Council,

         25  under the leadership of Gifford Miller and Bill
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          2  Perkins and James Sanders on the two bills, you

          3  know, we got it through. We managed to work with all

          4  the organizations and we managed to find legislation

          5  in a compromise so that the working men and women of

          6  this City have the protections that they deserve.

          7                 And although we understand the living

          8  wage bill is not a perfect bill in all ways, it is a

          9  step in the right direction, and we have sent a

         10  very, very clear message to the people out there

         11  watching this New York City Council, that we are

         12  here to protect the rights of the men and women of

         13  this City, while making sure that this City

         14  continues to thrive and moves forward in the

         15  economic development of this City.

         16                 And I think that's an important

         17  message for people to understand. I am thrilled with

         18  both of these pieces of legislation.  I think it was

         19  important to send a message out. I would like to

         20  compliment 32BJ on the great lobbying effort that

         21  they did, not only with us but with all the

         22  organizations of the City of New York, and we have

         23  sent a clear message that not only do you have a

         24  right to earn a living wage in the City of New York,

         25  you also have the right to have the opportunity to
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          2  keep that living wage in the City of New York.

          3                 Thank you very much for your time.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          5  Council member.

          6                 Council Member Perkins.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

          8  very much. I want to rise to first express my

          9  support for the Displaced Workers Bill and to

         10  commend the Chair, Bob Jackson, and the sponsor, Mr.

         11  Sanders, for their extraordinary work on getting

         12  that bill through, and of course, I want to commend

         13  our speaker for the leadership he has also provided.

         14  And, of course, I want to commend those two people

         15  up there in the audience, I forget where you're all

         16  from. Where are you all from? For the wonderful work

         17  that they did to make this bill a happening for this

         18  Council and for this City. It's a very progressive,

         19  a very powerful statement and a very powerful

         20  reality that we're creating.

         21                 And then, of course, I want to take a

         22  quick moment to express my appreciation for the

         23  passage of the Living Wage Bill.

         24                 You know, some of us may not remember

         25  but the last time such an effort came before this
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          2  Council, we were able to pass a prevailing wage

          3  bill. This particular bill is ten times, maybe 20

          4  times larger in terms of who is being protected, who

          5  is going to benefit from that bill.

          6                 In fact, the first time that I

          7  submitted this bill was two years ago under the

          8  former Speaker, it was a much smaller bill.

          9                 And that bill did not even get the

         10  light of day. This particular bill is going to

         11  provide benefits to over 50,000 workers, 90 percent

         12  of those that were in my original bill are going to

         13  be protected by this particular bill. And those who

         14  are going to be protected, those who are going to

         15  get the benefit, for the most part are low wage

         16  workers, many of whom are women, many of whom are

         17  women of color, many of whom come from the

         18  Caribbean, whether it's the Latino Caribbean or the

         19  Afro-Latino Caribbean. And, so, it's an

         20  extraordinary accomplishment, for this Council, for

         21  this City to go on record, recognizing their labor,

         22  recognizing the value of their work, not simply as

         23  workers but also as family people, as consumers who

         24  are going to contribute to the well-being of our

         25  City.
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          2                 So, I want to take a moment to extend

          3  my appreciation to the Speaker for taking the

          4  leadership on this and making this happen.

          5                 Thank you very much.

          6                 And I also want to commend those

          7  advocates --

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

          9  Council Member.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         11  very much.

         12                 Those advocates who stayed with this

         13  here particular piece of legislation over the past

         14  two years. We have not completed our task. This is a

         15  work-in-progress. Those giant corporations that got

         16  out of the net, we're coming back with a bigger net,

         17  and we'll catch them the next time around, and those

         18  workers that were --

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  member --

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: That were not

         22  able to be a part of this particular bill, we're

         23  sure going to be a part of the next one that we'll

         24  have sooner than later.

         25                 Thank you very much.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Monserrate.

          4                 Council Member Monserrate.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Thank you,

          6  Madam Chair.

          7                 I just want to add my voice to the

          8  many voices in support of the Displaced Workers

          9  Bill, that we'll be passing today.

         10                 As the son of a former porter and

         11  member of the 32 BJ, I look forward to working with

         12  all of the members of the Council, continuing a

         13  progressive move.

         14                 And regarding the Living Wage Bill, I

         15  would like to say that I look forward to working

         16  with the Speaker and his leadership, to ensuring

         17  that we take this as an important first step toward

         18  leveling the playing field for all the working

         19  people of the City of New York.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         22  Council member.

         23                 Council Member Gennaro.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,
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          2  Madam Public Advocate. Nice to know that you'll be

          3  staying with us. I appreciate that. I appreciate

          4  your good service that you do, and I'm glad that

          5  we're going to have you for a long time.

          6                 Yes, I rise today in support of the

          7  Living Wage Bill, of the Displaced Worker Bill. I

          8  teach a course on union movement at Queens College,

          9  and, so, you've given me, this episode has given me

         10  a whole course worth of material that I can teach to

         11  my class at Queens College, and I'm proud to stand

         12  before you today and to be a prime sponsor of these

         13  measures, and to thank the Speaker for his

         14  leadership and thank the advocates who have been so

         15  involved and who have made this happen. And I'm not

         16  only proud to stand before you today as a Council

         17  member, but as a union member. As a union member.

         18  So, here's my union card, I stay on my brothers and

         19  sisters in the union movement, in support of this

         20  very important legislation, and I thank everyone for

         21  their strong support.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         24  Council member.

         25                 Council Member Sears.

                                                            59

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you,

          3  Madam Public Advocate. I just very quickly wish to

          4  say that these bills, Living Wage and Displaced

          5  Persons have had some very difficult journeys, but

          6  in the end we have bills that are right, they're

          7  right for us, they're right for the workers, and

          8  ultimately they'll be right for everyone.

          9                 So, I want to congratulate everyone

         10  in 32B because you really made a huge effort to see

         11  that we did the right thing. Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         13  Council Member. Thank you in the gallery. I

         14  appreciate your cooperation.

         15                 Report of Special Committees.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Report of

         18  Standing Committees.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         20  Committee on Contracts.

         21                 Intro. 66-A.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         23  on general order.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 239-A.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled
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          2  on the general order calendar.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          4  Committee on Governmental Operations.

          5                 Intro. 66-A.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

          7  on the General Order Calendar.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          9  Committee on Public Safety.

         10                 Intro. 211-A.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

         12  over.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         14  Committee on Transportation.

         15                 Intro. 6.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         17  general order calendar.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 37.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         20  general order calendar.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 326.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 327.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

                                                            61

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Order Calendar.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

          4  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          6  general order calendar.

          7                 At this point I'd ask the clerk to

          8  call the roll on all items coupled on the general

          9  order calendar.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: It's my honor

         14  to vote aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I just want to

         23  explain my vote for one minute. To join those who

         24  have supported these bills, but particularly because

         25  there are so many women who would be impacted, I
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          2  vote aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Madam Public

          5  Advocate, may I please be excused to explain my

          6  vote?

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you.

          9                 I wanted to especially talk about

         10  Intro. 239-A and Intro. 66-A, two historic pieces of

         11  legislation. These are done on behalf of the workers

         12  who basically form the foundation of our economy,

         13  many of whom have come to this country as

         14  immigrants, from the Caribbean, Latin America,

         15  Europe to make a better life for themselves and

         16  their families.

         17                 I'd like to say, first of all,

         18  congratulations to 32BJ, the members, and by

         19  extension this victory today is for our communities

         20  today and tomorrow. With pride I vote aye on all,

         21  especially Intro. 239-A and Intro. 66-A.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         23  Council member.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Madam Public
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          2  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 I am pleased to vote aye on all

          7  matters, especially Intro. 66-A, and Intro. 239-A.

          8  I'm proud to say that I was an original sponsor of

          9  both bills. It is necessary that in a progressive

         10  government that we include all persons who are as a

         11  part of the City, or contributing to the real

         12  lifeblood of this City, and I'm proud to support

         13  32BJ and Intro. 66-A, the Living Wage Bill. Thank

         14  you, Madam Public Advocate.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         16  Council member.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Diaz.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Aye on

         25  all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: May I be

         14  excused to explain my vote, Madam Chair?

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you.

         17  Just very briefly. Today is a proud day for the City

         18  Council, and it's a great day for our community of

         19  New York City.

         20                 With the legislation we adopt today,

         21  the Living Wage Bill, the Displaced Workers Bill,

         22  and also the support for alternate side of the

         23  street parking for the respective holidays, the

         24  Lunar New Year and Purim and Ash Wednesday, they

         25  have in common a determination of this Council to
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          2  move our City in the direction of a truly inclusive

          3  society of recognizing and cherishing the role of

          4  each individual member of our society with their

          5  respective background and the roles they play in

          6  building and maintaining our great City, and most

          7  fundamentally establishing a framework of humanity

          8  and mutual respect and decency for workers and for

          9  people of all backgrounds within which all progress

         10  can and must be made.

         11                 It is therefore my honor to vote aye

         12  on all.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         14  Council member.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Madam Public

         17  Advocate, it was thanks to this union, 32BJ, that I

         18  was able to attend both college and law school. So,

         19  today I very proudly vote yes to all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Golden.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Madam

         24  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you.

          3  I'd just like to take a moment to congratulate

          4  Gifford Miller, our Speaker, for spearheading the

          5  movement towards allowing these two pieces of

          6  legislation to move as quickly as possible through

          7  the Committee structure, and I also stand to rise to

          8  support Intro. 6 and Intro. 37, knowing how diverse

          9  our City is and the needs of various communities to

         10  have alternate side of the street and religious

         11  observation, and in celebration of Purim, Ash

         12  Wednesday and Lunar New Year. And, so, I say aye to

         13  all, and especially those four pieces of

         14  legislation.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         16  Council member.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Madam Public

         19  Advocate, may I explain my vote?

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         21                 I vote aye on all, and particularly I

         22  rise in special support of Intro. No.6, for

         23  alternate side of the street parking for Lunar New

         24  Year.

         25                 There are many religion holidays that
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          2  are recognized in this City and many minority

          3  religions are not recognized, and I think it's a

          4  mistake that the Mayor has vetoed this particular

          5  legislation, and I think it sends a wrong message as

          6  us being one City of one people.

          7                 So I rise particularly to support

          8  Intro. 96. Thank you.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I'd like to

         14  have permission to explain my vote, Madam Public

         15  Advocate?

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: First of all,

         18  let me express my support and pleasure at the

         19  Speaker's nomination of you to continue to preside.

         20                 I would like to say that I've had the

         21  experience of working or seeing the work of home

         22  care workers who take care of our elderly and

         23  infirm, and the wages that they earn until now are a

         24  perfect disgrace.

         25                 They really, those wages are not
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          2  enough for them to pay for a decent lifestyle, many

          3  of them work many overtime hours, 12, 14 hours a

          4  day. I wish we could vote for legislation that would

          5  compensate them far more than this Living Wage Bill

          6  does, but it is certainly a step in the right

          7  direction, and it's rare that we can leave here and

          8  say to ourselves that we've given a raise to

          9  thousands of people who have long deserved that

         10  raise, and I'll leave today happy that today I will

         11  have been part of a Council that has given those

         12  thousands of people a raise that they well deserve.

         13                 I withdraw my request and vote in the

         14  affirmative on all items on the general order

         15  calendar.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         17  Council Member.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Pass.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Explain my
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          2  vote, Madam Chair?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

          5  Madam Chair.

          6                 I stand in support of, and I want to

          7  congratulate our Speaker for his effort in setting

          8  us on the right direction of securing and ensuring

          9  all working families.

         10                 But I particularly want to express my

         11  support for Intro. 6 and Intro. 37. It's a step in

         12  the right direction in recognizing the diversity of

         13  the City of New York and all of our religious

         14  beliefs and groups in the City of New York, and very

         15  proudly, Madam Chair, I vote aye on all.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         17  Council member.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

         20  Madam Public Advocate.  I rise to explain my vote.

         21                 I just want to say for me what a

         22  pleasure it is having begun as an elected official

         23  in January, and before then pledging to support the

         24  two pieces of legislation that we vote on today,

         25  Living Wage and Displaced Worker, and now working
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          2  with this body and seeing through our hard efforts

          3  and negotiation that we can actually put forth this

          4  legislation today. It's a very proud moment for me

          5  to make this vote.

          6                 And also, let me say that as a

          7  representative from Staten Island, many would think

          8  that what does he care about a law that affects

          9  high-rise buildings and the people who work with

         10  them. But I want you to know, and I want the people

         11  upstairs to know that I know that in my district

         12  there are many, many people who work with 32BJ and

         13  it's an honor for me to stand here today and vote

         14  aye on all.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         16  Thank you, Council member.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         19  all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: I vote aye

         22  on all, except Intro. 239-A.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: If I could be

          5  excused to explain my vote?

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: I vote aye on

          8  all, but before doing so, I want to salute and

          9  applaud my colleague Council Member James Sanders

         10  and Robert Jackson for their tremendous leadership

         11  in working with 32BJ and getting this incredibly

         12  important piece of legislation passed. And also

         13  salute, once again, Council Member Jackson and

         14  Council Member Perkins for their incredible work

         15  getting the Living Wage Bill passed.

         16                 As Council Member Katz said, both of

         17  these bills have not passed in a vacuum, they've

         18  passed in response and over tremendous opposition

         19  from some very powerful lobbying influences in this

         20  City, and I think it speaks to my colleagues'

         21  commitment and the commitment of this body as a

         22  whole that we are able to pass these bills at all,

         23  but certainly pass them today right now in the City

         24  of New York.

         25                 I want to thank them. I want to thank
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          2  the union and all the other folks who worked so hard

          3  to get both of these bills passed.

          4                 I vote aye on all.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          6  Council member.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Permission to

         11  explain my vote?

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you. I

         14  just also want to let my support unequivocally to

         15  the workers in the City. We are going to be facing

         16  difficult times and somehow it always ends up on

         17  people who have a darker hue, just plain and simple.

         18  And that's what living wage is going to be looking

         19  at for a change, paying people who do work that most

         20  people would just sort of scoff at, and the higher

         21  we get, in terms of what we think of ourselves and

         22  the statute that we have, we need to remember that

         23  there are citizens of this City working every single

         24  day doing jobs that people call menial. But you know

         25  what? A job gives you respect. We don't respect
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          2  people if we don't pay them that work. And, so, for

          3  the displaced workers, and for Living Wage, I want

          4  to thank my colleague and certainly the Speaker for

          5  standing up and saying that in these difficult times

          6  we are going to respect all the citizens of New

          7  York, and we're not going to just ooh and ahhh over

          8  technology downtown and all the wonderful jobs that

          9  came with the bank, as those come and go, as we've

         10  seen.

         11                 But these jobs have taken care of

         12  poor people, and our families, and just making sure

         13  that buildings operate safely, falls on the backs of

         14  people who are here in the City and going to stay.

         15                 So, I vote proudly aye on all.

         16                 Thank you very much.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         18  Council Member.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: I vote aye on

          3  all, especially Intro. 239-A, and Intro. 66-A.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Permission to

         12  explain my vote?

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Madam Chair, I

         15  know that you were surprised when I said that I

         16  wanted to pass, and I wanted to explain to you why.

         17                 I wanted to observe you   conducting

         18  business in this Chambers today, because those

         19  people who attempt to eliminate the image of women

         20  from power are condemned to be dismissed.

         21                 Therefore, the attempt of getting you

         22  out of that seat when you are doing such a wonderful

         23  job is really shameful and should be criticized to

         24  the full extent that is possible. And I'm very glad

         25  that you're sitting right there today.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          3  Council member.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: And the second

          5  point that I want to make, don't think that because

          6  you pass a piece of consultation to the public that

          7  the public was not aware of what that was about

          8  implied that the leadership of women will disappear

          9  in this City, to the contrary. I vote aye on all. I

         10  want to make very clear that I cannot believe that

         11  we have to go through such a struggle to approve a

         12  bill that deal with an employer giving proper

         13  notification to an employee that they are going to

         14  be ending their employment.

         15                 And the Bill 239-A is precisely about

         16  that.

         17                 The employer required that the

         18  employee give them two weeks notice, one month's

         19  notice if they're going to leave the job. But in

         20  this case the employer don't want to give no notice

         21  from the employee.

         22                 For that reason, I vote yes on all.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you

         24  very much, Council member.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I be

          3  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you. I

          6  vote aye on all matters and simply take a couple of

          7  minutes to say that Tuesday evening was a

          8  bittersweet moment for us in the Republican side of

          9  the aisle.

         10                 Our colleague, Marty Golden, was

         11  successful in his bid for State Senate seat, and I

         12  just wanted to say on the record congratulations to

         13  Marty. Very few people, if any, in this body or in

         14  elective office work as hard as hard as Marty does.

         15  It was a hard-fought victory, but Marty is off to

         16  the State Senate where he will have to deal with a

         17  budget deficit. You could change bodies, but you

         18  don't change budget deficits, unfortunately, it's

         19  just the size of it.

         20                 But I want your congratulations,

         21  Marty. We're going to miss you. Thank you for all

         22  the work that we did together when I was a staff

         23  person and you were Council member and then as we

         24  were colleagues, you're going to a different body

         25  but I'm sure we're going to continue a great working
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          2  relationship.

          3                 And I just want to say to my good

          4  friend Charles Barron, that from January to February

          5  in special election there will only be three

          6  republicans. Don't think that gives you the right to

          7  beat up on us. So, we'll be watching you.

          8                 And I just want to close with this:

          9  When my predecessor John Fusco introduced the bill

         10  in 1992, to do away with the position of City

         11  Council President, the City Council President was a

         12  man, John Fusco was a man, it had less to do with

         13  gender than it had to do with the philosophy. And I

         14  think we should keep that in mind as we have this

         15  dialogue we appear to be engaging in today.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Madam Public

         19  Advocate, if I may explain my vote?

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you.

         22                 Real quick. The City of New York was

         23  built on the backs of hard-working men and women,

         24  and it's unfortunate when it becomes difficult for a

         25  person that works and believes in this City to keep
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          2  or maintain a job or to find a good place to live.

          3                 So, today what we're doing here in

          4  the City Council is pretty much saying thank you to

          5  the hard-working men and women and saying that we

          6  are by your side, and we are passing this Displaced

          7  Workers Bill and the Living Wage Bill to say that we

          8  understand your needs and we are here to assist you

          9  as best as we can.

         10                 I vote aye on all. And it's a

         11  pleasure to keep you here in the Council.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         13  Council member.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER:  I'm going to vote

         16  aye.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         18  today's general order calendar were adopted by a

         19  vote of 46 in the affirmative, zero in the negative,

         20  zero abstentions, with the exception of Intro.

         21  239-A, which was adopted by 45 in the affirmative,

         22  one in the negative, zero abstentions.

         23                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are

         25  referred to the Committee as indicated on the
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          2  agenda.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

          4  of Resolutions.

          5                 Only three resolutions.

          6                 Resolution 403.

          7                 All those in favor?

          8                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Opposed?

         10                 Resolution 497-A.

         11                 In favor?

         12                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Opposed?

         14                 Resolution 542.

         15                 In favor?

         16                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

         17                 Opposed?

         18                 A lot of people aren't talking here.

         19                 All three are adopted.

         20                 General Discussion.

         21                 Council Member Felder.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Okay, it gives

         23  me great pleasure to present this Strauss 25 pound

         24  homentash to the Speaker, who finally made history

         25  so that we would have alternate side of the street
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          2  parking suspended on Purim and Ash Wednesday and

          3  Asian Lunar New Year, and on behalf of all of my

          4  colleagues who joined me in supporting this bill, we

          5  want to thank you for making this a reality.

          6                 And you can now christen the

          7  homentash.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member

          9  DeBlasio points out accurately we should celebrate

         10  all legislation this way.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Jennings.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Madam Public

         14  Advocate?

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: If I could

         17  have a moment real quick? I would like to ask all my

         18  colleagues to join with me in singing happy birthday

         19  to our Speaker Gifford Miller, who has gotten one

         20  year older and is no longer a child speaker. Please

         21  join me.

         22                 (singing).

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Monserrate.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: I'm going
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          2  to pass, Madam Public Advocate.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: You're going

          4  to pass?

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Yes.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member DeBlasio.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

          9  Madam Chair.

         10                 It's a very positive time here in the

         11  Council this afternoon, I'm sorry to have to raise

         12  something unfortunate, but I want to raise a concern

         13  related to the Human Rights Commission, which is

         14  overseen by my Committee, the General Welfare

         15  Committee, and I want to raise this in a positive

         16  spirit. I want to make an appeal to the Mayor to

         17  reconsider one of his nominees to the Human Rights

         18  Commission.

         19                 I believe that Mayor Bloomberg,

         20  particularly in areas of human rights and civil

         21  rights, is trying to do the right thing, and I

         22  believe he is a compassionate person, but I think

         23  that it has perhaps been, not be a wisest act to

         24  choose to nominate a gentleman named Omar Mahommedi,

         25  who is the general counsel of the New York Chapter
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          2  of the Council on American Islamic Relations.

          3                 Mr. Mahommedi I do not know

          4  personally and in fact he, himself, may be a fine

          5  individual, but unfortunately the organization

          6  involved had a negative history in relation to the

          7  issues in the Middle East and issues of terrorism,

          8  and has not sufficiently condemned the reality of

          9  terrorism around the world.

         10                 Every one of us believe in each

         11  individual's rights for their opinion and we

         12  certainly do not believe in guilt by association,

         13  but at the same time, particularly in the

         14  environment we've been in the last year, we have to

         15  be sensitive to the concerns of all communities,

         16  particularly in the case of those of us who

         17  represent the Jewish community, we have to be

         18  sensitive to people's deeply felt concerns, and I'm

         19  sure there are many more fine individuals from the

         20  Islamic community who could serve effectively on the

         21  Human Rights Commission. So, I ask the Mayor to

         22  reconsider this appointment, let us find a member of

         23  the Islamic community, a leader in the Islamic

         24  community, who opposes terrorism and who is a

         25  genuine unifier, and unfortunately we cannot have a
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          2  nominee to the Human Rights Commission that leaves

          3  any possibility of a message of intolerance. So, I

          4  ask the Mayor to reconsider. Thank you.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          6  Council Member.

          7                 Council Member Brewer.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I rise just to

          9  mention that once again we're delighted that this

         10  particular City Council meeting is being webcast,

         11  and we thank the Mayor's Office and the Speaker's

         12  Office for making it happen.

         13                 And then secondly, on November 22,

         14  with the good offices of Council Member John Liu and

         15  the Transportation Committee, the Committee on

         16  Technology is going to tour at 8:30 in the morning a

         17  DOT facility with very wonderful opportunities to

         18  figure out how that particular department runs

         19  technologically, and you're all invited.

         20                 And then just finally, I just join

         21  all of us in welcoming our new Council Member, the

         22  13th woman in the City Council.

         23                 Thank you.

         24                 Council Member Nelson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: I'm just
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          2  finishing some homentash, Madam Public Advocate,

          3  bear with me.

          4                 I, too, must add my voice to

          5  Councilman DeBlasio in protesting the Mayor's

          6  appointment Mr. Mohammedi.  His organization has

          7  just been too closely aligned with those who are

          8  sponsoring terrorism, and the statements made have

          9  been very unAmerican and pro terrorist at times. So,

         10  I would join in that protest.

         11                 On a lighter note, I like to see the

         12  Public Advocate where you are right now, so I thank

         13  the Speaker for being a mench with this, and I like

         14  to congratulate all the veterans that were here

         15  today, and those who are not here today, and thank

         16  them for making it possible for us to be in a

         17  democracy legislating in this room, not into

         18  communism or nazism, or Talibanism, or any other

         19  type of negativism, because of those veterans. And

         20  they must never, never, never be taken less than

         21  extremely important in our society, and happy

         22  Veterans Day to all of them, coming this weekend.

         23                 And finally, I request my colleagues

         24  to view Reso 576 and 577. They both have to do with

         25  the Purple Heart and those who won it, and
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          2  memorializing the significance of it, and it all

          3  ties together with Veterans Day.

          4                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          6  Council member.

          7                 Council Member Clarke.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

          9  Madam Public Advocate.

         10                 I want to bring my colleagues'

         11  attention to the Introduction of Intro. 299 today,

         12  and also that there's still some members of our

         13  community in the gallery. These people who have been

         14  sitting here are from the New York City FDNY/EMS,

         15  they are EMTs, and they are here to show their

         16  support for this introduction. This introduction

         17  would essentially, it's an anti-privatization bill

         18  for EMS services, and we find that it's critical in

         19  this day and age that our EMS services be conducted

         20  in a way in which it provides an assurance of high

         21  quality and commitment to the communities that they

         22  serve.

         23                 Currently under this Administration

         24  we're seeing an erosion of our commitment to EMS

         25  services, with what we have to face in terms of
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          2  first responders in this City, we could not afford

          3  to have any gaps in services, we cannot afford to

          4  have the whim of voluntary or private ambulance

          5  services, not connected in any tangible way to our

          6  FDNY being first responders.

          7                 I'm urging my colleagues today to

          8  join on, if you haven't already, to this

          9  legislation. We need to send a clear signal to the

         10  Administration that we are joining with our Fire

         11  Department to strengthen it, it's EMS services and

         12  thereby protecting our communities, should any of

         13  these companies go bankrupt, should any of these

         14  companies not service the communities that we serve.

         15                 We want to be sure that EMS in New

         16  York City is stronger, prepared and provides the

         17  emergency medical service of quality that the City

         18  of New York deserves.

         19                 Thank you very much, Madam Public

         20  Advocate.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         22  Council Member.

         23                 Council Member Dilan. Council Member

         24  Dilan isn't here.

         25                 Council Member Fidler.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I also want to

          3  welcome our new colleague Sara Gonzalez. But I want

          4  to join Councilman DeBlasio in expressing extreme

          5  concern about the Mayor's appointment to the Human

          6  Rights Commission.

          7                 In a City that is trying to pull its

          8  act together, we ought to be appointing people to a

          9  Human Rights Commission that are clear and

         10  unequivocal in their opposition to acts of terrorism

         11  and violence. And until I am satisfied that this

         12  appointee meets those requirements, I am going to

         13  join Councilman DeBlasio and respectfully ask the

         14  Mayor to reconsider this appointment.

         15                 The Commission should have

         16  representatives of all communities in this City, but

         17  surely there has to be a more appropriate one than

         18  the one that has just been selected.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         21                 Council Member Felder.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I just want to

         23  echo the comments that were made by my colleagues

         24  regarding the Human rights Commission appointment.

         25                 I think that if he had been appointed
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          2  as the Commissioner of Sanitation or Transportation

          3  or anything else, it would have been outrageous. But

          4  we're asking the Mayor and the Administration to

          5  realize that they made a mistake, which is sometimes

          6  very difficult to me and anyone else to say I made a

          7  mistake, and especially for the Human Rights

          8  Commission, which is a body that's supposed to

          9  really deal with protecting human rights

         10  specifically in the City, but it represents what

         11  that is, which is to protect the human rights of all

         12  people. I think that we can find a wonderful

         13  appointee that does represent the Muslim community

         14  and will serve admirably without having to have

         15  someone appointed who brings divisiveness and

         16  someone who is affiliated with an organization that

         17  supports and sponsors terrorism and the murder of

         18  women and children.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         21  Council Member.

         22                 Council Member Recchia.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes. First I

         24  want to just say I also agree with my colleagues

         25  Simcha Felder, Lew Fidler, Bill DeBlasio to ask the
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          2  Mayor to withdraw that recommendation to the Civil

          3  Rights Commission (sic).

          4                 I'm here to speak about Reso 581,

          5  580, 582, 583. First, I want to say that

          6  inadvertently my colleague Alan Gerson's name was

          7  left off of this. He was my colleague working with

          8  me on the small businesses. Chairman of Small

          9  Business Committee, that's myself, with Alan Gerson,

         10  Chairman for Lower Manhattan Development Corp. I'm

         11  asking all my colleagues to sign on all these resos

         12  dealing with small business, how we could help them,

         13  and it's very important for the Empire State

         14  Development Corp to come forward and help the small

         15  businesses in Lower Manhattan and for the City of

         16  New York.

         17                 I'm asking all my colleagues to

         18  please help us out and sign on.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         21  Council member.

         22                 Council Member Perkins.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         24  very much.

         25                 I just want to bring to my
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          2  colleagues' attention Reso 578, which calls upon the

          3  General Welfare Committee to conduct an oversight

          4  hearing on reports on the increase in widespread

          5  hunger in our City's child population.

          6                 These reports have been quite

          7  numerous, particularly in the New York Times and

          8  other newspapers, pointing out that in our City we

          9  are seeing a rather alarming phenomena, the

         10  phenomena of children going to food kitchens to pick

         11  up their bags and baskets of food.

         12                 We know that over the last few years

         13  that the number of adults have increased that were

         14  being seen at the food kitchens, now we are shocked

         15  to see that the number of children are beginning to

         16  increase in their appearance at these food kitchens,

         17  and as we know how we treat our children, says a lot

         18  about our society, and when we see our children on

         19  hunger lines, then we know that we're doing

         20  something wrong, or rather we know that we need to

         21  do something to remedy that situation, if it's a

         22  drastic situation, it's an alarming situation, and

         23  I'm hoping that my colleagues will join me in

         24  requesting that our General Welfare Committee look

         25  into this matter and of course see what we can do as
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          2  a legislative body as a City, to turn that around.

          3                 Second, I just want to quickly point

          4  out to you Reso 579, which concerns a report on the

          5  Status of Women of Color in New York City, a

          6  resolution that I am submitting with the Chair of

          7  the Women's Committee, Tracy Boyland, so that her

          8  Committee can have a hearing related to the status

          9  of women of color in our City.

         10                 This is the second report, and there

         11  are some rather interesting and important findings

         12  that have been made.

         13                 Particularly I'm very interested in

         14  the fact that our City now has a majority of women

         15  of color, of women in our City, but our public

         16  policy does not reflect their numbers and their

         17  issues, and that public policy significantly is

         18  determined by this City Council. And so that hearing

         19  I would hope would begin to look at that, and make

         20  some amends in that regard.

         21                 Thank you very much for your time.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         23                 Council Member Davis.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Yes, thank you,

         25  Madam Public Advocate.
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          2                 First I would like to welcome to the

          3  City Council Sara Gonzalez, a beautiful woman who is

          4  committed to service, and welcome her to the

          5  Brooklyn Delegation of Council members, which our

          6  leader is Councilman Lew Fidler.

          7                 We in Brooklyn are committed to

          8  democracy, we in Brooklyn are committed to the

          9  process and committed very much to the people.

         10                 So I would like to again welcome

         11  Councilwoman Sara Gonzalez.

         12                 And I also want to acknowledge

         13  Councilman Michael Nelson who constantly puts forth

         14  resolutions and which it deals with persons who have

         15  sacrifice, made the ultimate sacrifice for our

         16  country. It's always a great honor for me to sign

         17  onto your resolutions, and it's always a great honor

         18  for me to sign onto your legislation, when you

         19  remember people who fought for various wars in the

         20  country.

         21                 My father being a World War 2

         22  veteran, though he's no longer with us on this side,

         23  but I'll never forget his sacrifice. And my

         24  grandfather fought in World War 1 for this country.

         25  So, I would like to acknowledge Council Member
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          2  Michael Nelson, always acknowledging the veteran,

          3  and also Speaker Gifford Miller today in this

          4  Council for acknowledging all the veterans, them

          5  that were in wheelchairs, them that made the

          6  ultimate sacrifice. Today was a great day. The Black

          7  Veterans for Social Justice, just constantly

          8  remembering them that  paid the ultimate sacrifice

          9  for our country, and that's our veterans.

         10                 So, thank you, Madam Public Advocate,

         11  and, again, thank, and I'm very grateful to the

         12  Speaker Gifford Miller and this Council for having

         13  you to chair us as you have been doing such a

         14  wonderful job. Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         16  Council Member.

         17                 Council Member Weprin.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Yes. I'd like

         19  to join with my colleagues in Brooklyn in urging the

         20  Mayor to withdraw the nomination of Omar Mahammedi,

         21  who is affiliated with an organization that is

         22  founded by Hamas and condones terrorism both in the

         23  Mideast and in the United States.

         24                 I also would like to rise in support

         25  of Intro. 299, sponsored by Council Member Yvette
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          2  Clarke, which recognizes the importance of

          3  maintaining EMS under the Fire Department and with

          4  the proper screening that goes along with it.

          5                 One thing that I'd like to point out

          6  from a fiscal point of view, and we took this fight

          7  during the budget time, as well, although it may

          8  seem to save money on the surface, it ends up

          9  costing the City of New York a lot of money on the

         10  other end, because with private ambulance companies,

         11  it's been a history of steering away from Health and

         12  Hospitals facilities and it ends up costing the City

         13  of New York significant money in the end.

         14                 So, I strongly urge my colleagues to

         15  join on with Council Member Clarke in supporting

         16  Intro. 299.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         18  Council Member.

         19                 Council Member Monserrate.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Thank you,

         21  Madam Chair.

         22                 I rise in support of a very important

         23  piece of legislation, Intro. 305, sponsored by

         24  Yvette Clarke -- excuse me. Intro. 299 rather,

         25  regarding our EMS workers of the FDNY. It's
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          2  important for us to realize, not only the important

          3  work that they do on a daily basis and commemorate

          4  and memorialize their sacrifice during September

          5  11th, but to put in practice protections for them,

          6  and for our City's safety.

          7                 So, Yvette, I'm proud that you have

          8  sponsored that, I'm a co-sponsor and look forward to

          9  working with all my colleagues to making that the

         10  law of the City of New York.

         11                 I also would like to take this

         12  opportunity to announce to my colleagues, Intro.

         13  305, the Awnings Bill, which is a protection for

         14  many small businesses throughout our City,

         15  especially bodega owners and newsstand owners who

         16  have had had their signs ripped down by the

         17  Department of Buildings, and have been fined

         18  thousands of dollars. This is an effort to produce

         19  notification before an actual summons is issued.

         20                 And, finally, I would like to welcome

         21  Sara Gonzalez to this Chambers as our new Council

         22  Member here from Brooklyn, and as a Latina you make

         23  us all proud, and Lois Marback for her work in the

         24  background. Lois, here's a salute to you too.

         25                 To all our veterans, God bless

                                                            96

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  America, Simcha Fidelis (phonetic).

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          4  Thank you, Council member.

          5                 The Council Meeting is adjourned.

          6                 Did you want to speak? I didn't have

          7  your name. Council Member Sanders, I'm sorry.

          8                 Do you want to speak?

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I will be

         10  fast, Madam Public Advocate.

         11                 Of course, Simcha Fidelis (phonetic),

         12  to all of the veterans, welcome, Ms. Gonzalez. Our

         13  Mayor, unfortunately, sent back a message saying he

         14  would not join us on protecting the people of New

         15  York from predator and predator lending.

         16                 Very sad, Mr. Mayor. I will not even

         17  question your motives. We at the City Council just

         18  need to remember that we are the people's voice and

         19  therefore we have to protect the people, including

         20  predatory lending, and protecting the people, of

         21  course, means standing with our Fire Department.

         22                 Yesterday's heroes should not be

         23  today's zeros. So, certainly I would join with you

         24  on that. And I said I would be quick, and Madam

         25  Public Advocate, stay in your chair.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          3  Council Member. Thank you. Thank you very much.

          4                 The meeting is adjourned.

          5                 (Hearing concluded at 3:10 p.m.)
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          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 7th day of November 2002.
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                                   ---------------------

         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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