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I. Introduction 
On Wednesday, March 26, 2025, the Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International Intergroup Relations, chaired by Council Member Carlina Rivera, held a hearing and a vote on Proposed Resolution Number (Res. No.) 720-A, sponsored by Council Member Rivera, which would call on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, A.50/S.1077, known as the New York City Arts Space Act, to promote the development of affordable arts spaces in New York City, as well as Res. No. 792, sponsored by Council Members Cabán and Farías, which would declare March 25 as Greek Cultural Appreciation and Independence Day annually to honor both the perseverance of the Greek people in their own fight for freedom and their integral place in the culture and history of the city of New York.
The Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International Intergroup Relations passed both pieces of legislation by a vote of seven in the affirmative, zero in the negative, and zero abstentions.




Res. No. 720-A

Resolution calling on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, A.50/S.1077, known as the New York City Arts Space Act, to promote the development of affordable arts spaces in New York City. 

By Council Members Rivera, Louis, Brannan, Hanks, Banks, Sanchez and Joseph
Whereas, New York City (NYC) prides itself on being the arts and cultural capital of the United States (U.S.) and attracts millions of visitors from all over the world each year to view the arts and cultural exhibitions and performances presented in NYC’s many museums, theaters, galleries, concert halls, and other performing arts venues; and
Whereas, The arts and cultural sector contributes billions of dollars to the NYC economy annually and supports tens of thousands of jobs, including union and non-union jobs; part-time and full-time jobs; skilled and unskilled jobs; and salaried, hourly, contract, and freelance jobs; and
Whereas, The Social Impact of the Arts Project, a research group at the University of Pennsylvania, reports quantitative evidence of the beneficial social impact of the arts, including on the quality of life in low-income neighborhoods in NYC; and
Whereas, Keeping the arts and cultural community healthy in NYC so that it can produce the many positive effects it is known for requires that artists and arts organizations be able to afford to live and work in NYC; and
Whereas, CreateNYC, the 10-year comprehensive cultural plan for NYC that was adopted in 2017, was condensed into an Action Plan, created by the NYC Department of Cultural Affairs (DCLA) in 2019; and
Whereas, The Action Plan includes “preserve and develop long-term affordable artist workspace and housing” as one of its strategies for carrying out the intent of CreateNYC; and
Whereas, There are a variety of ways that affordable workspace and housing can be created and supported in NYC both through public and private investment and through local and state laws; and
Whereas, Assembly bill A.50, introduced on January 8, 2025, by State Assembly Member Robert Carroll, would amend the State real property tax law to increase access to affordable arts spaces that can be rented or leased by nonprofit tax-exempt arts organizations as studio, rehearsal, or performance spaces or as spaces to produce arts and cultural programming open to the public in eligible NYC multiple dwellings; and
Whereas, Senate companion bill S.1077, introduced on January 8, 2025, by State Senator Julia Salazar, would provide for the same improved access to affordable arts spaces for arts organizations; and 
Whereas, A.50/S.1077 follows from New York State’s Fiscal Year 2024-2025 budget, which provided for an Affordable Housing Commercial Conversion program for NYC, which provides property tax benefits to building owners and developers who make affordable housing available in the process of converting commercial buildings to residential use; and
Whereas, A.50/S.1077, as an extension of the Affordable Housing Commercial Conversion program, would work through NYC property owners and developers to “develop long-term affordable artist workspace,” just as DCLA’s Action Plan proposes; and
Whereas, A.50/S.1077 details the exact rents that can be charged and the exact financial benefits that can be awarded to property owners and developers over set lengths of time; and
Whereas, If passed, A.50/S.1077 would take effect immediately; now, therefore, be it
	Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, A.50/S.1077, known as the New York City Arts Space Act, to promote the development of affordable arts spaces in New York City.
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Res. No. 792

Resolution declaring March 25 as Greek Cultural Appreciation and Independence Day annually to honor both the perseverance of the Greek people in their own fight for freedom and their integral place in the culture and history of the City of New York

By Council Members Cabán, Farías, Banks, Hanks, Brannan, Joseph, Louis, Carr, Marmorato, Ariola and Paladino

Whereas, From 1453 and until its independence in 1830, Greece had been part of the Ottoman Empire; and
Whereas, On March 25, 1821, the Greek people began their War of Independence against the Ottoman Empire when Bishop Germanos of Patras raised a revolutionary flag at the Monastery of Agia Lavra in the Peloponnese peninsula; and
Whereas, Although the Greek revolutionaries, with their cry of “freedom or death,” met with early military success in their wartime battles, they had lost back to the Turks most of what had been captured by 1827; and 
Whereas, When the failure of the revolution seemed at hand, the military forces of Great Britain, France, and Russia, urged on by the European citizenry who had become sympathetic to the Greek cause, came to the revolutionaries’ defense and destroyed an Ottoman-Egyptian fleet at the Battle of Navarino in 1827; and
Whereas, Nonetheless, the war continued until February 3, 1830, when European powers meeting in London settled the fighting and pronounced Greece as an independent monarchical state under their protection; and
Whereas, Later, with the Treaty of Constantinople in July 1832, Prince Otto of Bavaria became the first king of the new Greek state, and Greek independence was officially recognized by the Turkish sultan; and
Whereas, On March 25 annually, the Greek nation celebrates its independence, while the Greek Orthodox Church also celebrates the day of the Annunciation, when the archangel Gabriel visited Mary to tell her that she would become the mother of Jesus; and
Whereas, Many Greek people all over the world celebrate this double secular and religious national holiday, with the eating of bakaliaros skordalia, which is fried cod with garlic sauce, and with parades in Athens of military and marching bands and of children in traditional costume carrying Greek flags; and
Whereas, On March 25, Greek people greet each other by saying chronia polla, which means “live many years”: and
Whereas, In honor of Greek Independence Day, President Joseph R. Biden, Jr., stated in a 2024 proclamation that “[t]hroughout our shared history, the people of Greece and the United States have been bound by this common belief—the power to shape our destiny should rest in the hands of ‘we the people’ ”; and
Whereas, President Biden continued that “[t]oday, the partnership, alliance, and friendship shared by Greece and the United States is stronger than ever before—due in large part to the culture, courage, and character of the Greek American community” and that “Greek Americans have pushed our country forward, fanning the flame of liberty that first sparked in Athens thousands of years ago”; and
Whereas, President Biden called on the American people to “celebrate the unbreakable bonds of friendship” between Greece and the United States (U.S.) and to “recommit to preserving, defending, and protecting democracy—together”; and
Whereas, A small number of Greek merchants immigrated to New York City (NYC) in the early to mid-19th century; and
Whereas, Many more Greek farmers and craftspeople came to NYC between 1880 and 1920 during the years of greater U.S. immigration numbers, having left rural villages due to a worsening agricultural economy and government instability; and
Whereas, Greek immigrants at the turn of the 20th century found their way to Queens, where the farms that were still present then and cities that grew up later there reminded them of Europe, with Astoria becoming home to a substantial number of Greek arrivals; and
Whereas, The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America was established in NYC in 1921 and became a significant force in Greek family life and in the education of their children, with 450 Greek language schools soon educating almost 25,000 children; and
Whereas, Later Greek immigrants, who had settled in Manhattan, started moving to Astoria in significant numbers in the 1960s, where they preferred the small houses that made up the community to the high-rises of Manhattan and where many Greek dialects can still be heard; and
Whereas, As a result of the Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965, many more Greek immigrants arrived in NYC, including professionals and skilled workers, and increased NYC’s Greek population substantially by 1970; and
Whereas, Over recent decades, New Yorkers of Greek heritage have spread to many other communities outside Astoria, particularly in Queens and Brooklyn, but also to the surrounding suburbs; and
Whereas, NYC is the second largest Greek diaspora, after only Melbourne, Australia, and is home to about 70,000 individuals who identify as Greek, according to the 2020 U.S. Census; and
Whereas, Greek immigrants and Greek Americans have contributed so much to the landscape of NYC, including their churches, schools, clubs, language, traditional dress, the arts, and well-known restaurants and bakeries; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York declares March 25 as Greek Cultural Appreciation and Independence Day annually to honor both the perseverance of the Greek people in their own fight for freedom and their integral place in the culture and history of the City of New York.
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