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          1  COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION

          2                 CHAIRPERSON LIU: Good morning.

          3  Welcome to today's hearing of the City Council's

          4  Committee on Transportation. My name is John Liu, I

          5  have the privilege of chairing this Committee.

          6                 Today we're holding this hearing for

          7  the purpose of voting two bills, voting on two bills

          8  that seek to improve safety in the workplace for

          9  bicycle riders in New York City.

         10                 Proposed Intro. No. 24-A, introduced

         11  by Council Member Gerson, would require the owners

         12  of businesses that use bicycles to provide helmets,

         13  to require the owners of businesses that use

         14  bicycles to provide helmets at the owner's expense

         15  for its employees who will be required to wear the

         16  helmets while on duty. It will also require the

         17  business owners to provide, at their expense, safety

         18  equipment for the bicycles.

         19                 Proposed Intro. No. 58-A, introduced

         20  by Council Member Brewer, would require businesses

         21  that use bicycles to post signs outlining their

         22  responsibilities of bicycle operators and the

         23  businesses that use bicycles, as well as selected

         24  provisions of the law that are most important for

         25  bicycle safety.
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          2                 These bills will make it safer for

          3  people who work, riding a bicycle, many of whom may

          4  not be able to afford proper safety equipment or

          5  even be aware of the laws governing bicycle safety.

          6                 I would recommend, my colleagues,

          7  that we vote favorably on these bills.

          8                 Let me turn the floor over to Council

          9  Member Brewer, the prime sponsor of proposed Intro.

         10  No. 58-A.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         12  much, Mr. Chair, for your leadership on this issue

         13  and many others.

         14                 As we know, in our neighborhoods we

         15  have people who work every day, it's one of the

         16  toughest jobs in our City, in terms of moving around

         17  the City on a bicycle, being a worker for a

         18  restaurant or any other kind of messenger service,

         19  it's a very tough job. At the same time, it's also a

         20  tough job as a senior citizen and persons using

         21  walkers and canes and moving slowly to navigate our

         22  streets. And, so, this particular legislation,

         23  called"Sign With Bicycle Safety Procedures," Intro.

         24  No. 58-A, would say that the place of business needs

         25  to post the rules of the road, so-to-speak, in a
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          2  place of business when using bicycles to deliver the

          3  product from that particular business. So, it would

          4  also be language appropriate for the entire

          5  messenger community and delivery community, and,

          6  again, I thank you, Mr. Chair, and hope that it

          7  promotes safety in the workplace, and safety on the

          8  streets. Thank you very much. And thank you, to

          9  Transportation Alternatives.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON LIU: Thank you, Council

         11  Member Brewer.

         12                 Council Member Gerson is occupied in

         13  another meeting right now. He has a statement that

         14  he's requesting me to read into the record. A

         15  statement to the Transportation Committee on Intro.

         16  24-A, from Council Member Alan J. Gerson.

         17                 "Chairman Liu, distinguished members

         18  of this Committee, I have long looked forward to

         19  this day when Intro. 24-A, the Commercial Bicycle

         20  Worker Helmet Bill, would become a reality. This

         21  bill will protect the most at-risk bicycle riders

         22  from serious injury. Bicycle messengers and delivery

         23  persons work both during the day and in the

         24  darkness, riding both through fair weather and

         25  pounding rain. Unlike the typical bicyclist, who
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          2  utilizes other forms of transport when the elements

          3  are most daunting, the commercial cyclist has no

          4  choice but to put himself or herself in harm's way

          5  while making deliveries.

          6                 This bill mandates that the employers

          7  of such cyclists provide properly fitted helmets for

          8  their employees, and additionally make certain that

          9  their cyclists have proper breaks, horns and

         10  reflective equipment in accordance with Section 1236

         11  of the Vehicle and Traffic Law. Helmets will greatly

         12  lessen the likelihood of head trauma in the case of

         13  accident, while proper breaks, horns and reflective

         14  gear will decrease the chance of accident for the

         15  commercial bicyclist, as well as for the public at

         16  large.

         17                 It is imperative that this bill be

         18  utilized for no other purpose than to promote public

         19  safety. Under no circumstances should Intro. 24-A be

         20  a means to detain cyclists for any reason other than

         21  not wearing a helmet or having proper equipment on

         22  the bicycles.

         23                 Should this bill be used as a device

         24  to harass or arrest bicyclists for unrelated

         25  reasons, such as immigrant status, this bill would
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          2  defeat its very purpose. It would create a safety

          3  hazard rather than prevent one, since bicyclists

          4  fearing arrest would invariably use any method to

          5  avoid arrest, including unsafe riding.

          6                 I call upon the City Council to

          7  conduct oversight hearings within six months after

          8  the implementation of this bill, to make certain

          9  that this new law is being used for its intended

         10  purpose. The Council shall make certain at this

         11  hearing that there have been no abuses of this

         12  bicycle safety bill.

         13                 Now, once again, we have a large

         14  number of people who work and ride their bicycles

         15  for a living, and both of these bills really are a

         16  manifestation of workplace safety rules,

         17  specifically with regard to the workplace safety of

         18  people who work on their bicycles.

         19                 At this time, unless there are

         20  members who like to make a comment? Seeing none, I'd

         21  like to ask the clerk to call the roll, and once

         22  again, I recommend a yes vote on both of these

         23  bills. And why don't we couple both bills, so you

         24  only have to say yes once.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Proposed Introduction
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          2  24-A, and proposed introduction 58-A. Council Member

          3  Liu.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON LIU: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MRATINEZ: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of seven in

         18  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         19  abstentions, both items have been adopted.

         20                 Members please sign the Committee

         21  reports. Thank you.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON LIU: And, clerk, let's

         23  please keep the roll open for members who are coming

         24  in from other Committee hearings.

         25                 Thank you. There being no other
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          2  business of the City Council's Transportation

          3  Committee, this hearing is adjourned.

          4                 (Hearing concluded at 11:02 a.m.)
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