Int. No. 550

By Council Members Garodnick, Brewer, Gennaro, Gentile, Gonzalez, Jackson, James, Koppell, Nelson, Vann, Weprin, White Jr., Seabrook, Mark-Viverito, Vacca, Martinez, Arroyo and Dickens

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring that critical examinations of building facades for buildings greater than six stories in height take place on a five-year cycle starting from the year in which the building was erected and the repeal of paragraph one of subdivision a of section 27-129 of such code.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1.  Paragraph 1 of subdivision a of section 27-129 of the administrative code of the city of New York is REPEALED and a new paragraph 1 is added to read as follows:


(1)  A critical examination for any building in existence on January first, two thousand eight and for any building thereafter constructed shall be conducted no later than in the fifth calendar year following the erection or installation of any of such building’s exterior walls or enclosures and in every fifth calendar year thereafter, provided, that for any building subject to the requirement for a critical examination for which the report required by subdivision c of this section has been filed within two years of the effective date of this paragraph, the owner of such building shall be relieved of the  requirement to conduct a critical examination until such building’s next succeeding examination period. 
§2.  Subdivision c of section 27-129 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:

            (c)   Report of critical examination.  Such architect or engineer shall submit a written report not later than one year from the date of a building’s critical examination certifying the results of such examination to the commissioner, clearly documenting the condition of the exterior walls and appurtenances thereof, as either safe, unsafe or safe with a repair and maintenance program.  The report shall include a record of all significant deterioration, unsafe conditions and movement observed as well as a statement concerning the watertightness of the exterior surfaces.  Such report must be signed by and bear the professional seal of such architect or engineer.  Upon the written request of the owner of a building, a one-year extension of time in which to file such report shall be granted. 


§3.   This local law shall take effect on January 1, 2008, except that the commissioner shall take such steps as are necessary, including the promulgation of rules, prior to such effective date.
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