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          2                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: I have a cold, so

          3  my bad verbiage, please forgive me.

          4                 Today we have before us one candidate

          5  for review, Cheree' Buggs, resident of Queens,

          6  direct appointment to the Council -- by the Council

          7  to the Equal Employment Practices Commission for the

          8  remainder of a four-year term expiring on June 30th,

          9  2007. Since I have a cold, I'm not going to read

         10  what the Equal Employment Practices Commission does.

         11  I'm sure all the Board members know, all the Council

         12  members know.

         13                 At this time I'd like to acknowledge

         14  the members that are present. We have Council Member

         15  Bill Perkins from Manhattan, Council Member Joel

         16  Rivera, the Majority Leader, Council Member Maria

         17  Baez from the Bronx, Council Member Christine Quinn,

         18  Council Member Perkins.

         19                 We would like to vote so that we can

         20  move, keep going, because today is a busy day.

         21                 So, with that, I would like to

         22  entertain Council Member Perkins' vote.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         24  very much.

         25                 Before I vote, I just want to ask one
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          2  quick question based on the response of the

          3  applicant related to the greatest challenge facing

          4  the Commission in the coming year.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Well, we've got

          6  to swear her in first. I didn't know you were going

          7  to ask her questions.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Okay.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Ms. Buggs, can

         10  you raise your right hand and be sworn in?

         11                 MR. O'MALLEY: Do solemnly swear and

         12  affirm that the testimony you're about to give to

         13  the Committee is the truth and the whole truth?

         14                 MS. BUGGS: I do.

         15                 MR. O'MALLEY: Please state your name

         16  for the record.

         17                 MS. BUGGS: Cheree' A. Buggs.

         18                 MR. O'MALLEY: Thank you.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: She's got to to

         20  an opening statement, that might answer your

         21  question, Council member.

         22                 Ms. Buggs, do you have an opening

         23  statement?

         24                 MS. BUGGS: No, I do not.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Oh, okay. That
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          2  makes it easy.

          3                 Council Member Perkins.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Well, I just

          5  wanted to relate her response to the first question

          6  that related to the greatest challenge, and that she

          7  notes the Blacks In Government Report, "Lagging

          8  Behind: Blacks in Senior Level Agency Positions,"

          9  1995 to present, and she acknowledges, I assume from

         10  the validity of the report, and the need for some

         11  changes, with respect to blacks in managerial and

         12  senior positions, and I would like to ask her to

         13  elaborate a little bit on how she thinks that she

         14  can be helpful in that regard, as well as whether or

         15  not she recognizes that even below the senior level

         16  positions, there seems to be some significant

         17  problems.

         18                 Please.

         19                 MS. BUGGS: Yes, Council member, that

         20  is something of which I am quite aware.

         21                 From my own personal experience, as

         22  an African-American woman, who I believe I am well

         23  credentialed, I'm the kind of person who wants to,

         24  not just be in the room, I want to be at the table.

         25  And I know that there are many others who are like
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          2  me.

          3                 As you know, I spent two years here

          4  at the New York City Council, I've done some other

          5  things as well, City related at other agencies. And,

          6  so, from my personal experience, I know, not only

          7  that there is under-representation on the senior

          8  level, but also underneath the senior level. So,

          9  yes, that's something that I personally know very

         10  well. And I think that as an African-American woman,

         11  who feels very strongly about having greater

         12  representation at City agencies, and all throughout

         13  the City, as a member of the Commission, once again,

         14  and I was a member from 2000 to 2002, that is

         15  something that I can stress with regard to EEPC's

         16  goals.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Just not to

         18  dwell on this too long, what leverage or what ways

         19  can EEPC be helpful in highlighting this problem and

         20  maybe recommending solutions?

         21                 I mean, do they do reports? Do they

         22  do any other kinds of studies or take any other kind

         23  of actions that might be helpful in that regard?

         24                 MS. BUGGS: We do studies.

         25  Unfortunately, -- and I'm saying "we" and I'm not
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          2  even on the commission yet -- EEPC absolutely does

          3  audits. Every City agency must be audited every four

          4  years.

          5                 The unfortunate thing is that EEPC,

          6  by the Charter, does not really have the enforcement

          7  power that it really needs.

          8                 For most of the life of the EEPC, the

          9  Mayor has not been one who has been somebody who has

         10  enforced some of the issues that EEPC is concerned

         11  with and that's a problem.

         12                 And, so, we need an administration

         13  concerned about equal employment matters for the

         14  agency really to be as effective as it ought to be.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         16  very much for your  response, and thank you very

         17  much, Mr. Chairman. I would like to vote aye on her

         18  application and all others. Thank you.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Thank you,

         20  Council Member Perkins.

         21                 We've been joined by Council Member

         22  Provenzano from the Bronx, Council Member Reyna from

         23  Brooklyn, Council Member Lew Fidler, Council Member

         24  Melinda Katz, Council Member Yvette Clarke, and

         25  Council Member -- I think that's it.
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          2                 Are there any other questions?

          3                 Council Member Provenzano.

          4                 Oh, Council Member Provenzano would

          5  like to vote because she has her Committee that's

          6  trying to start right now.

          7                 Council Member Provenzano.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: I would

          9  vote aye. Thank you very much. We have Housing and

         10  Buildings next door, for those of you on the

         11  Committee. We have a vote also.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: I'm prepared to

         13  call a Committee vote, if there are no questions for

         14  this candidate.

         15                 Going once, going twice...

         16                 Okay, Clerk, can you call the roll?

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of 11 in the

         12  affirmative, zero in the negative, no abstentions,

         13  the item is adopted. Council members, please sign

         14  the Committee report.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Okay, we'll keep

         17  the roll open for the Speaker and Council Member

         18  Weprin.

         19                 Ms. Buggs, welcome back to EEOC

         20  (sic). And just for disclosure, I want to

         21  acknowledge that Ms. Buggs does live in my district,

         22  and I appreciate the unanimous vote. Because I know

         23  you guys, if I had said that up front, you would

         24  have been asking her 50 questions.

         25                 Okay, I just want to acknowledge
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          2  Abraham Maye, who is the Director of EEOC who is

          3  here, who has been an excellent director, and

          4  someone that we all can depend on when we need to

          5  reach out to him. So, thank you for coming out this

          6  morning.

          7                 MR. MAYE: Thank you, Councilman.

          8                 With that, the meeting part is

          9  closed. We will hold the vote open for the Speaker

         10  and Council Member Weprin, who are in the building.

         11                 Thank you, all. And Housing and

         12  Buildings is meeting next door.

         13                 (Hearing concluded at 12:00 p.m.)
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          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.
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