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          1  COMMITTEE ON LAND USE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: This is the

          3  Committee on Land Use and we just discussed the fact

          4  that we are having Land Use, then we're going to do

          5  the Subcommittee at the time that we can. And we're

          6  not going to have an agreement anyway probably in a

          7  few minutes, and when you reconvene Landmarks we'll

          8  do that, and then we'll call the full Committee

          9  together again.

         10                 Let's have some order in the room. I

         11  want to thank everybody for coming. I know there are

         12  a lot of things going on. With us we have DOT, Anna

         13  Koenig, David Woloch and Franco Esposito. We are

         14  here today to talk about the authorizing resolution

         15  to grant a non-exclusive franchise for unsubsidized

         16  bus services in the City of New York.

         17                 These involves two lines. One

         18  subsidized airport bus service between the Borough

         19  of Manhattan and LaGuardia and Kennedy Airports and

         20  the Borough of Queens, and between the two airports.

         21  It also is an unsubsidized local bus service between

         22  Williamsburg and Borough Park, in Brooklyn, so that

         23  that can continue to operate in response to the

         24  transportation needs of that population in Brooklyn.

         25                 The operating authority of the two
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          2  bus lines expired on June 30th, 2007. We are

          3  proposing two amendments. One is that there is an

          4  expiration date so that this sunsets within five

          5  years, which is the normal amount of time for an

          6  expiration of an authorizing resolution. The other

          7  one is that within 15 days of the approval of the

          8  Commissioner, a copy of any amendments be sent to

          9  us, of the resolution.

         10                 We thank you for coming, and, please,

         11  the floor is yours and we apologize for being late.

         12                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER WOLOCH: Thank

         13  you. Good morning, Chairperson Katz and members of

         14  the Land Use Committee. My name is David Woloch,

         15  Deputy Commissioner for External Affairs of the New

         16  York City Department of Transportation, and with me

         17  here today are Franco Esposito, Associate Counsel,

         18  at DOT; Anne Koenig, DOT's Executive Director of

         19  Franchises, Concessions and Consents.

         20                 Thank you for the opportunity to be

         21  here today to discuss the Administration's support

         22  for Intro. 571.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: If you'll excuse

         24  me. I know that there is a lot going on. I apologize

         25  for that, but let's give the agency some respect.
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          2  They've waited around for another half hour. They

          3  redid this yesterday, so let's give them some

          4  respect and listen to the testimony, okay? And let's

          5  have some order. Thank you.

          6                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER WOLOCH: Thank you

          7  for the opportunity to be here today to discuss the

          8  Administration's support for Intro. 571, and

          9  authorizing Resolution 838. The bill will amend the

         10  City Charter by authorizing DOT to extend the date

         11  of the operating authority for two unsubsidized

         12  private bus services and the authorizing resolution

         13  will allow us to award these franchises

         14  competitively.

         15                 Intro. 571 allows DOT to proceed to

         16  the Franchise and Concession Review Committee to

         17  extend the expiration date of any franchise pursuant

         18  to which companies operate unsubsidized private bus

         19  service, until December 31st, 2008, since in

         20  accordance to Local Law 28 of 2004, the operating

         21  authority of the two unsubsidized bus services

         22  currently providing service in New York is set to

         23  expire at the end of this month.

         24                 These services are Private One of New

         25  York, which transports approximately 876,000
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          2  passengers annually from Manhattan to LaGuardia and

          3  Kennedy Airports and between those airports and

          4  Private Transportation Corp, which transports

          5  approximately 582,000 passengers annually between

          6  Williamsburg and Borough Park in Brooklyn.

          7                 In addition to Intro. 571, we have

          8  also submitted Authorizing Resolution 838 to the

          9  Council for consideration, which will allow DOT to

         10  award these franchises competitively. A competitive

         11  solicitation will ensure that the opportunity to

         12  operate these bus services is offered to the company

         13  or companies that provide the City with the best

         14  overall proposal.

         15                 Given the time period needed to

         16  negotiate and pass the Authorizing Resolution and to

         17  undertake the Request for Proposal process, we are

         18  seeking an extension to the existing franchises.

         19  This will ensure that the New Yorkers who depend on

         20  these buses will not experience a disruption in

         21  service.

         22                 Thank you for your consideration of

         23  these two proposals, and we would be happy to answer

         24  any questions you may have at this time.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Okay. And you heard
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          2  me talk about the amendment of five years and 15

          3  days for notification? You heard that?

          4                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER WOLOCH: Yes.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Okay.

          6                 Any questions from Committee members?

          7                 Let's call the roll.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Katz.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: I vote aye. Please

         10  sign the reports and please be available over the

         11  next hour or two before session for the other

         12  Committee. Thanks.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ignizio.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of 21 in the

          6  affirmative, zero in the negative, no abstentions,

          7  both items have been adopted.

          8                 Members, please sign the Committee

          9  reports. Thank you.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Will recess and

         11  hold the vote open.

         12                 (Recess taken.)

         13                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Okay, I would like

         14  to reopen, I now open the Land Use Committee. I ask

         15  to call the roll of those Committee members that did

         16  not vote on the Franchise Agreement.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Barron.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of 25 in the
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          2  affirmative, none in the negative and zero

          3  abstentions, Intro. 571 and Resolution 838-A are

          4  adopted.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Please call the

          6  roll of the withdrawal of the school site at the

          7  Queens Plaza -- Queens Hospital site. The Gateway

          8  School at the Queens Hospital site.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Katz.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: I vote aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I vote aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         19                 COUNSEL CLERK: Comrie.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: I again want

         25  to commend Councilman Gennaro and vote aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ignizio.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I vote no.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Okay, is that it?

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of 18 in the

         12  affirmative, one in the negative, no abstentions,

         13  the item is adopted.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Just for the

         15  record, once something is sent up to the Land Use

         16  Committee, we can't reopen the vote in the subs

         17  because we're already voting on the recommendation

         18  by the Subcommittee to the -- is that right, Carol?

         19  All right, to the full Committee, so it's already

         20  done.

         21                 Okay, Councilman Jackson.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         23  Jackson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: I vote aye on

         25  all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Felder.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye. How many

          8  times do you want me to say it? Aye. Aye. Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote now stands at

         10  21 in the affirmative and one in the negative.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you. Is that

         12  it?

         13                 Do we know if there is anyone else

         14  downstairs at the press conference? I think Helen. I

         15  think Council Member Sears is the only one open, so

         16  let's try to find her.

         17                 We'll keep it open for another three

         18  minutes. I know we have to send it over to the

         19  floor. Thank you, everyone.

         20                 We need to reopen the vote. Do we

         21  need to put the tape in?

         22                 Council Member Sears, how do you

         23  vote?

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: I vote aye.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote now stands at

          3  22 in the affirmative, one in the negative and no

          4  abstentions.

          5                 (Hearing recessed at 11:50 a.m.)
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