Staff:
Lyle Frank, Counsel



Gafar Zaaloff, Policy Analyst



Jonathan Masserano, Policy Analyst

Chima Obichere, Finance Analyst

[image: image1.png]



T H E  C O U N C I L


OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK

REPORT OF THE HUMAN SERVICES DIVISION

Robert Newman, Legislative Director

COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION

Council Member James Vacca, Chair

November 14, 2013
INT. NO. 1155-A:                       
By Council Members Ignizio, Oddo, Jackson, James, Koo, Wills, Rodriguez and Gentile.
TITLE:
To amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York, in relation to right turns from bus lanes.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends Subchapter 2 of Chapter 1 of Title 19 by adding a new Section 19-175.4.

INTRODUCTION


On November 13, 2013, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member James Vacca, held a hearing on Int. No. 1155-A, a Local Law to amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York, in relation to right turns from bus lanes. This was be the second hearing on this bill.  The first hearing was held on October 10, 2013, at which time the Committee heard testimony from the New York City Department of Transportation (DOT) as well as other interested stakeholders and community members.

BACKGROUND


On streets throughout the City, specially marked lanes are set aside for use by buses in an attempt to free buses from road congestion and, in turn, make bus travel faster and more reliable.
 In addition to police enforcement, the City uses cameras to enforce bus lane rules, as authorized by State law.
 According to DOT rules, drivers of vehicles other than buses cannot drive in a bus lane except to “use such bus lane in order to make the first available right hand turn where permitted into a street, private road, private drive, or an entrance to private property in a safe manner or when necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic or at the direction of a law enforcement officer.”


There is evidence to suggest that, at certain locations in the City, street design and road conditions make it difficult for drivers to safely comply with the rules. For example, in August 2013, local officials protested that along a stretch of Richmond Avenue on Staten Island, drivers who entered a bus lane and made a right turn at the next City street were unfairly being issued summonses for failing to turn into an intervening private mall entrance, even though the City street and private road were in close proximity to one another.


Int. No. 1155-A would allow motorists to enter a bus lane in order to make a right turn at the next City street regardless of any intervening private roads.
ANALYSIS


Section one of Int. No. 1155-A would amend Subchapter 2 of Chapter 1 of Title 19 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York by adding a new section 19-175.4. 
Section 19-175.4 would state that, notwithstanding any other law, rule or regulation, when bus lane restrictions are in effect on a street, it shall not be a violation of law for a vehicle to drive in such a lane where such vehicle enters the lane and makes the next permissible right turn onto a street under the jurisdiction of DOT and designated on the map of the City of New York, except that the new section would not be deemed to permit a vehicle to drive through an intersection under the jurisdiction DOT in such bus lane without making a turn.

Section two of Int. No. 1155-A states that the local law would take effect one hundred eighty days after its enactment.
UPDATE

On November 13, 2013, the Committee on Transportation voted 8-0 in favor of the bill, with no abstentions.
Int. No. 1155-A

 

By Council Members Ignizio, Oddo, Jackson, James, Koo, Wills, Rodriguez and Gentile
 

A LOCAL LAW

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to right turns from bus lanes.

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

Section 1. Subchapter 2 of chapter 1  of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to add a new section 19-175.4  to read as follows:

§19-175.4 Right turns from bus lanes.  Notwithstanding any other law, rule or regulation, when bus lane restrictions are in effect on a street, it shall not be a violation of law for a vehicle to drive in such a lane where such vehicle enters the lane and makes the next permissible right turn onto a street under the jurisdiction of the commissioner and designated on the map of the city of New York, except that this section shall not be deemed to permit a vehicle to drive through an intersection under the jurisdiction of the commissioner in such bus lane without making a turn.

§ 2. This local law shall take effect one hundred eighty days after its enactment.

LF

LS#5031

11/6/13 12:06 pm

� http://www.nyc.gov/html/brt/html/faq/buslanes.shtml


� Id.


� Subdivision m of Section 4-12 of Chapter 4 of Title 34 of the Rules of the City of New York


� http://www.silive.com/news/index.ssf/2013/08/pols_scowl_at_bus_lane_cameras.html
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