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T H E  C O U N C I L

REPORT OF THE GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS DIVISION

MARCEL VAN OOYEN, DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF

COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY

HON. PETER F. VALLONE JR., CHAIR

September 12, 2003

PROPOSED INT. 482-A:
By the Speaker (Council Member Miller) and Council Members Vallone Jr., Addabbo Jr., Comrie, Fidler, Gennaro, Katz, Liu, Nelson, Quinn, Recchia Jr., Sanders Jr., Vann and Weprin.

TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to making it a misdemeanor to trespass upon the playing area of a professional sporting event and imposing a civil penalty for those who interfere with a professional sporting event. 


As the legislative findings of Proposed Int. No. 482-A indicate, there has been an increase in the number of unruly fans at professional sporting events.  These fans have become more violent by trespassing onto the playing area of a sporting event and attacking players, coaches and sports officials.  In an effort to protect players, sport officials and other sanctioned participants (i.e. mascots, ball persons, volunteers) at professional sporting events in New York City, and to dissuade lawless fans from committing further injury, Proposed Int. No. 482-A creates a new section of the administrative code that makes it a Class A misdemeanor to trespass on the playing area of a professional sports event and implements a structure of civil penalties for unruly fans. 


Violation:

· Knowingly entering or remaining unlawfully upon the playing area of a professional sporting event

Penalty:

· Class A misdemeanor: imprisonment of not more than one year, a fine of not more than one thousand dollars, or both.

Violation:

· Disrupting a professional sporting event by knowingly entering or remaining unlawfully upon the playing area of a professional sporting event.

Penalty:

· Civil Penalty of not less than $1,000 and not more than $5,000.

Violation:

· Knowingly entering or remaining unlawfully upon the playing area of a professional sporting event, and striking, slapping, kicking, or otherwise subjecting to physical contact a “sports participant” or attempting to strike, slap, kick or otherwise subject to physical contact a “sports participant”.

Penalty:

· Civil penalty of not less than $10,000 and not more than $25,000.

A “professional sporting event” is defined as an “athletic competition or practice involving a professional team.  The duration of said competition or practice is to include the period from the opening of the venue’s gates to the public, to the closing of the gates after the event.”  The legislative intent indicates that the bill does not include “athletic competition or practice played by a college or university team, nor shall it include any interscholastic or intramural athletic activity or youth athletic activity sponsored by a primary, middle, junior high, high school, community or municipal recreation department.”


“Playing area” is defined as “any area designated for use by players, coaches, officials or other team or league personnel that is on, or adjacent to, the area of play during the period from the opening of the venue’s gates to the public, to the closing of the gates after the event.”


“Sports participant” is defined as an “umpire, referee, player, coach, manager, security employee, groundskeeper, stadium operations employee, or any other sanctioned participant in which the professional sporting event is taking place.”


This local law shall take effect immediately.

