New York City Council 
Memorandum in Support of Legislation

This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int 0236-2026

Prime Sponsors:
Council Member Hudson

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the posting of signs notifying operators of bicycles, bicycles with electric assist, and electric scooters of the prohibition against operating such devices on sidewalks, park walkways, and boardwalks, and of related fines and penalties

Submitted by:
Council Member Hudson

Justification:
Bicycles, e-bikes, and electric scooters are increasingly common on New York City streets, offering residents convenient and sustainable transportation options. At the same time, sidewalks, park walkways, and boardwalks are heavily used by pedestrians, including older adults, children, and people with disabilities, who are particularly vulnerable to injuries from conflicts with fast-moving devices.
While riding bicycles, e-bikes, and electric scooters on sidewalks and certain walkways is already prohibited under city and state law, many riders remain unaware of these rules or of the fines and penalties associated with violations. The absence of consistent, visible signage contributes to confusion and unsafe conditions in areas with high pedestrian traffic.
This bill would require the City to post clear, multilingual signage on sidewalks, park walkways, and boardwalks notifying operators of bicycles, e-bikes, and electric scooters of existing prohibitions and associated penalties. By prioritizing locations with high rates of injury, senior pedestrian zones, and areas with large concentrations of people with disabilities, this legislation promotes safer shared public spaces while improving awareness, compliance, and pedestrian safety citywide.


