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INTRODUCTION 
On May 1, 2025, the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, chaired by Majority Whip Selvena N. Brooks-Powers, conducted a hearing to vote on Int. No. 193-A. Int. No. 193-A, sponsored by Council Member Jennifer Gutiérrez, is in relation to requiring taxis and for-hire vehicles to display a decal warning passengers to look for cyclists when opening the door. A previous version of this bill was heard at a February 10, 2025 hearing entitled “TLC: The Status of the Yellow Cab Industry.” A number of other pieces of legislation were heard at this hearing as well. Those who testified at this hearing included representatives of the New York City (NYC) Taxi and Limousine Commissioner (TLC), medallion owners and taxi drivers, industry advocates, and other interested stakeholders.
On May 1, 2025, the Committee on Transportation & Infrastructure passed Int. No. 193-A by a vote of nine in the affirmative, zero in the negative, with zero abstentions.  

BACKGROUND
The TLC, created in 1971, is responsible for the regulation and licensing of: taxicabs, including medallion taxicabs (also known as yellow taxis or yellow cabs) and street hail liveries (also known as green or boro taxis); For-Hire Vehicles (“FHVs”); commuter vans; and paratransit vehicles.[footnoteRef:1] A medallion taxicab is the only vehicle licensed to pick up individuals who hail a vehicle on the street at any location in the City.[footnoteRef:2] The number of medallions available in the City is limited by State law.[footnoteRef:3] Currently there are 13,587 yellow taxis in the City and each vehicle must have a medallion affixed to it.[footnoteRef:4] The TLC has approximately 600 employees and its Board consists of nine members, eight of whom are unsalaried Commissioners, along with the salaried Commissioner and Chair (“TLC Chair”).[footnoteRef:5] The TLC Chair is the head of the TLC and presides over its public meetings.[footnoteRef:6] The TLC regulates over 200,000 TLC licensees in NYC.[footnoteRef:7] [1:  NYC TLC, About, About TLC, available at https://www1.nyc.gov/site/tlc/about/about-tlc.page]  [2:  NYC MyCity, Business, About: Medallion Owner, Individual, available at https://nyc-business.nyc.gov/nycbusiness/description/medallion-owner-individual#:~:text=Medallion%20owners%20have%20a%20license,street%2C%20anywhere%20in%20the%20city ]  [3:  Id.]  [4:  NYC TLC, Businesses, Yellow Cab, available at https://www.nyc.gov/site/tlc/businesses/yellow-cab.page ]  [5:  Id. ]  [6:  Id.]  [7:  Id. ] 

Over the last decade, the FHV industry has experienced tremendous changes, particularly with the introduction of mobile application-based (“app-based”) FHVs in the City. Following their introduction, the number of licensed FHVs significantly increased from approximately 39,700 in 2011[footnoteRef:8] to more than 130,000 in March 2018, with the TLC issuing licenses to approximately 2,000 new FHVs per month at that time.[footnoteRef:9] Ultimately, this led to the Council’s passage of Local Law 147 of 2018,[footnoteRef:10] which paused the issuance of new FHV licenses, with an exception for wheelchair-accessible vehicles, and Local Law 149 of 2018, which created a new license category, High-Volume For-Hire Services (HVFHS) for TLC-licensed FHV bases that dispatch more than 10,000 trips per day.[footnoteRef:11] In 2022, TLC allowed an exemption for an additional 1,000 electric vehicle FHVs.[footnoteRef:12] In January of 2025, TLC data indicated that the total number of FHV licenses was approximately 106,000.[footnoteRef:13]  [8:  NYC TLC, 2011 Annual Report, available at https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/tlc/downloads/pdf/annual_report_2011.pdf. ]  [9:  See Testimony of Former TLC Commissioner Joshi before the NYC Council Committee on For-Hire Vehicles, March 8, 2018, available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/View.ashx?M=F&ID=5872328&GUID=DB0BCBEA-4B02-468F-B948-512FA842D7EE ]  [10:  See Local Law 147, available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3331789&GUID=6647E630-2992-461F-B3E3-F5103DED0653&Options=Advanced&Search]  [11:  NYC TLC, Businesses, For-Hire Vehicle Base, available at https://www.nyc.gov/site/tlc/businesses/high-volume-for-hire-services.page ]  [12:  NYC TLC, Charged Up! TLC’s Roadmap to Electrifying the For-Hire Transportation Sector in New York City, available at https://www.nyc.gov/assets/tlc/downloads/pdf/Charged_Up!_TLC_Electrification_Report-2022.pdf]  [13:  NYC TLC, 2024 Annual Report, available for download at https://www.nyc.gov/assets/tlc/downloads/pdf/annual_report_2024.pdf ] 

TLC’s “LOOK! For Cyclists” Decals 
	Collisions that occur when a driver or passenger in a car opens a door into the path of a cyclist is often referred to as “dooring.”[footnoteRef:14] NYC does not publish data on the number of doorings that occur in the City annually, however, a 2015 study done in the City of Vancouver, British Columbia determined that doorings were the most common type of reported cycling collision in Vancouver, representing approximately 15.2 percent of all reported cycling collisions.[footnoteRef:15] In addition, the Illinois Department of Transportation reported that in the same year, 17.5 percent of crashes involving bicycles in the City of Chicago were caused by doorings.[footnoteRef:16] In 2012, under Mayor Bloomberg’s Administration, TLC began distributing 26,000 window stickers reading “LOOK! For Cyclists” for the City’s 13,000 yellow-taxi fleet.[footnoteRef:17] Today, TLC issues these stickers for free at its Woodside Safety and Emissions Facilities.[footnoteRef:18] These stickers are placed inside the passenger door to remind passengers to be cautious when exiting the taxi, however, under current law, it is not mandatory that drivers affix the decals to their vehicles. [14:  Tanya Mohn, New York Times, The Dutch Reach: A No-Tech Way to Save Bicyclists’ Lives, October 5, 2018, available at https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/05/smarter-living/the-dutch-reach-save-bicyclists-lives-bicycle-safety-drivers.html ]  [15:  City of Vancouver, Cycling Safety Study, January 22, 2015, available at https://vancouver.ca/files/cov/cycling-safety-study-final-report.pdf ]  [16:  PBS WTTW, Chicago “Dooring” Reports Saw Steep Increases in 2015, available at https://news.wttw.com/2017/04/21/chicago-dooring-reports-saw-steep-increase-2015-data-shows ]  [17:  Jamie Schuh, Patch Media, New Decals Want You to LOOK! Out for Cyclists, September 25, 2012, available at https://patch.com/new-york/foresthills/new-decals-want-you-to-look-out-for-cyclists]  [18:  NYC TLC, Vision Zero Markings on TLC-Licensed Vehicles, available athttps://www.nyc.gov/site/tlc/about/vision-zero-markings.page ] 

LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS
Int. No. 193-A, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring taxis and for-hire vehicles to display a decal warning passengers to look for cyclists when opening the door
This bill would require all taxis and for-hire vehicles to prominently display a sign on all rear passenger doors warning passengers to look for cyclists before opening the door. The signs would be provided to drivers and vehicle owners at no cost by the taxi and limousine commission.
This bill would take effect 120 days after it becomes law.

UPDATE
On May 1, 2025, the Committee on Transportation & Infrastructure passed Int. No. 193-A by a vote of nine in the affirmative, zero in the negative, with zero abstentions.  
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Int. No. 193-A
 
By Council Members Gutiérrez, Restler, Hudson, Gennaro, Rivera, Won, Cabán, Hanif, Powers, Joseph, Farías, Menin, Avilés, Krishnan, Nurse, Brannan, Bottcher, Sanchez, Banks, Louis, Schulman and Narcisse
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring taxis and for-hire vehicles to display a decal warning passengers to look for cyclists when opening the door
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Chapter 5 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-557 to read as follows:
§ 19-557 Cyclist awareness decal. a. For purposes of this section, the term “cyclist awareness decal” means a sign that warns passengers to look for cyclists before opening the door.
b. Every owner of a taxicab or for-hire vehicle shall prominently display cyclist awareness decals on the inside of the rear passenger doors.
c. Such cyclist awareness decals shall be provided by the commission at no cost to the driver or owner of the vehicle.
d. The commission shall promulgate rules establishing the penalty for violation of subdivision b of this section.
§ 2. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law.
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