New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int. No. 

Prime Sponsors:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Council Member Schulman

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to prohibiting developers receiving city financial assistance from restricting pet ownership in dwelling units offered for rent in housing development projects

Submitted by:
Council Member Schulman

Justification:
Affordable housing is already a limited commodity in New York City. To combat this, the city government often provides financial assistance to developers to construct new buildings with affordable units. However, many of these units prohibit pets which further limit this already limited supply for New Yorkers that are both in search of affordable housing and pet owners. Many New Yorkers are forced to choose between their pet, a member of their family, and the ability to be stably and affordably housed. Choosing to surrender their pets in exchange for an affordable apartment leads to further overcrowding in our city’s animal shelter system, which is already facing considerable strain. To combat this, this bill would prohibit landlords and property managers of housing developments that receive financial assistance from the city from instituting no-pet leases, additionally expanding affordable housing options to a larger population of New Yorkers.  
