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PROPOSED INT. NO. 755:
By Council Members Eisland, Robles, Carrion, Dear, Fisher, Freed, Michels, Nelson, Provenzano and Reed; also Council Members Koslowitz, Leffler, Marshall, O’Donovan, Quinn, Robinson, and Eldridge.

TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring public notification of any spraying of pesticides.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Adds new section 17-179 to chapter one of title 17.

On May 31, 2001, the Committee on Health will hold a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 755, which would require the New York City Department of Health (DOH) to provide the public with emergency notice of the spraying of any pesticides in areas targeted by DOH as requiring such spraying in order to prevent the spread of disease. Expected to testify is Dr. Neal Cohen, Commissioner of DOH, public health advocates and members of the public.  

ANALYSIS OF PROPOSED INT. NO. 755

Proposed Int. No. 755 would add section 17-179 to title 17 of the New York City Administrative Code.  Where DOH has determined that the spraying of pesticides is necessary to prevent the spread of disease, subdivision a of section 17-179 would require DOH to provide notice to the public such spraying.  

Paragraphs 1 through 6 of subdivision a of section 17-179 would list the forms of notice DOH would be required to give under this proposed law.  Paragraph 1 would require that DOH notify all elected officials, precinct commanders, community board chairs and board of education officials of an area targeted for spraying of the spraying schedule.  Notification of spraying schedules could be made by telephone, facsimile and/or electronic mail.  Changes made for any reason to a previously issued schedule would have to be similarly and promptly disseminated.  

Paragraph 2 of subdivision a would require DOH to issue a press release detailing spraying schedules.  Paragraph 2 would further require that such a press release be made available to major English and non-English media in New York City.  Any changes in spraying schedules would have to be similarly and promptly issued by press releases to major English and non-English media.

Subdivision 3 of subdivision a would require DOH to post on its website the areas it has targeted for spraying and the corresponding spraying schedules for such areas.  Changes made to this information would be required to be promptly posted on DOH’s website.

Paragraph 4 of subdivision a would require DOH to establish a hotline dedicated solely to providing the public with information regarding areas to be sprayed and the most current schedules for such spraying.

Paragraph 5 of subdivision a would require DOH vehicles to patrol areas targeted for spraying while making announcements of when and where such spraying would take place.

Paragraph 6 of subdivision a would require that DOH print and make publicly available bulletins containing spraying schedules and any other information deemed necessary by DOH.  Paragraph 6 would further require that such bulletins be distributed to the public in areas targeted for spraying.  Any changes made to such bulletins would have to be promptly updated and similarly distributed.

Paragraph b of Proposed Int. No. 755 would allow the commissioner of DOH to promulgate rules necessary for the purposes of implementing the provisions of section 17-179.  

This local law would take effect immediately.   
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