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	THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK
FINANCE DIVISION
LATONIA MCKINNEY, DIRECTOR
FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

PROPOSED INTRO. NO:  1171-A

COMMITTEE: Housing and Buildings

	TITLE: A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to verification of occupancy for relocation services
	SPONSORS: Council Members Williams, the Public Advocate (Ms. James), Richards, Torres, Chin, Barron, Rose, Gentile, Koslowitz, Salamanca, Cornegy, Gibson, Espinal, Levin, Reynoso, Rosenthal, Rodriguez, Levine, Kallos and Lander


[bookmark: _GoBack]SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION: Proposed Intro. 1171-A would allow the Department of Housing Preservation and Development (“HPD”) to request verification of occupancy from a tenant in order to receive relocation services. Under the legislation, a tenant would have to be able to provide verification of occupancy by, at a minimum, submitting a lease or any two of the following documents:

· A valid government-issued identification showing the tenant’s address;
· A valid record from any government agency showing the tenant’s address;
· A valid record relating to medical treatment (including a prescription) showing the tenant’s address;
· A notarized written statement from the building owner;
· A valid utility bill to the tenant at the building in question;
· A notarized statement from a third-party, non-governmental service provider verifying that services were provided to the tenant at the building in question; and
· Any other form of verification that HPD determines to be appropriate.

For tenants that are denied relocation services, the legislation also would require HPD to provide a written notice outlining the basis for denial, and information on how to appeal the decision. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: This local law would take effect 180 days after it becomes law, except that HPD may take any actions necessary, including the promulgation of rules, before such effective date.
FISCAL YEAR IN WHICH FULL FISCAL IMPACT ANTICIPATED: Fiscal 2019
FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT:

	

	Effective FY18

	FY Succeeding Effective FY19
	Full Fiscal Impact FY19

	Revenues
	$0
	$0
	$0

	Expenditures
	 $0*
	 $0*
	 $0*

	Net
	$0
	$0
	$0



IMPACT ON REVENUES:  It is estimated that there would be no impact on revenues resulting from the enactment of this legislation. 

IMPACT ON EXPENDITURES: This legislation is intended and expected to increase the number of tenants eligible to receive relocation services from HPD. According to HPD, on average, about 2,300 tenants are required to leave their residences due to vacate orders each year. Currently, HPD verifies occupancy and eligibility for relocation benefits on a case-by-case basis. Due to data limitations, the number of tenants denied relocation services due to failure to verify occupancy is unknown. To the extent that there are any tenants that fall within this category, the City would bear the costs of providing relocation benefits to these individuals. It is anticipated that the written notices and other administrative requirements of this legislation would be implemented using existing resources.

SOURCE OF FUNDS TO COVER ESTIMATED COSTS: General Fund  

SOURCE OF INFORMATION:  New York City Council Finance Division	
			           New York City Department of Housing Preservation and Development 
                                               Mayor’s Office of Legislative Affairs
         
ESTIMATE PREPARED BY:	Sarah Gastelum, Senior Legislative Financial Analyst 
					
ESTIMATED REVIEWED BY:	Chima Obichere, Unit Head 
				Nathan Toth, Deputy Director
				Eric Bernstein, Counsel

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY: This legislation was introduced to the full Council on April 20, 2016 as Intro. No. 1171 and was referred to the Committee on Housing and Buildings. A joint hearing was held by the Committee on Housing and Buildings and the Committee on General Welfare on October 6, 2016 and the bill was laid over. The legislation was subsequently amended, and the amended version, Proposed Intro. 1171-A, will be considered by the Committee on Housing and Buildings on January 31, 2017. Following a successful Committee vote, the bill will be submitted to the full Council for a vote on February 1, 2017.

DATE PREPARED: January 30, 2017
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