MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT

TITLE:     A LOCAL LAW to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to commercial organic waste.
SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS:
This bill would impose requirements regarding organic waste on certain commercial establishments and public events.
Those covered by the bill include the following types of commercial establishments, provided they meet specific square footage or capacity criteria: food manufacturers, food wholesalers, retail food stores, arenas, stadiums, food service establishments, food preparation establishments, catering establishments, and hotel food service establishments. In addition, sponsors of temporary public events with an anticipated daily attendance of more than 500 persons are covered. 

Under this bill, on or after July 1, 2015, covered entities would have to engage in at least one of the following three alternatives methods of handling their organic waste: (1) arrange for separate collection of organic waste by a private carter for purposes of composting, anaerobic digestion, or other such method of processing organic waste as the Department of Sanitation (“the Department”) approves; (2) transport their organic waste to a facility that engages in one of the types of organic waste processing listed above; or (3) engage in on-site, in vessel composting, anaerobic digestion, or other approved method of processing organic waste for reuse on site. Such entities would also be required to provide separate bins for organic waste, post instruction about the proper separation of organic waste, and post a sign in their establishment that provides information about how the establishment handles its organic waste.
This bill would require private carters that have entered into written agreements with covered entities to deliver collected organic waste to a transfer station or a facility for appropriate organic waste processing. Transfer stations that receive organic waste pursuant to the provisions of this bill would be required to deliver the organic waste to appropriate processing facilities. The Commissioner of Sanitation would be authorized to delay the initial implementation of this bill for up to three years if he or she determines that are an insufficient number of appropriate processing facilities within a 125 mile radius of the city.  

REASONS FOR SUPPORT:
Organic waste makes up about one-third of the city’s solid waste. The city cannot meet its 75% waste diversion PlaNYC goal without large-scale diversion of organic waste. Furthermore, decomposition of organic waste in landfills creates methane, an environmentally harmful greenhouse gas (“GHG”). 

Diversion of organic waste for composting, anaerobic digestion, or other approved processing method, as would be required by this bill, would help the city meet its PlaNYC waste diversion goals and would eliminate a potent source of GHG, helping the City to achieve another PlaNYC goal of 30% greenhouse gas emission reductions by 2030. In addition, it would provide immediate benefits to the city and surrounding communities in the form of organic fertilizer or clean, renewable energy. 

To make organic waste diversion economical, local processing infrastructure must be developed. Currently, there is insufficient demand to induce investment. Requiring separated organic waste collection will help spur private investment in organic waste processing infrastructure. The expansion of organic waste processing infrastructure will reduce long-term disposal costs and align environmental and financial goals for both the private and public sector. 

Finally, this proposed legislation would require businesses to place their compostable waste out for collection in closed, latched bins. Containing putrescible waste at the point of collection will not only mitigate odor and leaching, but will significantly reduce waste-related vermin issues on city streets. This bill is designed to drive meaningful environmental and quality of life improvements in New York. 

Accordingly, the Mayor urges the earliest possible favorable consideration of this legislation.

Respectfully submitted,









Patrick A. Wehle
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