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          2                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Good morning,

          3  what's left of it. I am Council Member Leroy Comrie,

          4  Chairman of the Rules, Privileges and Elections

          5  Committee.  I am joined at the moment by Councilman

          6  David Weprin from Queens, Chair of the Finance

          7  Committee, Council Member Madeline Provenzano, Chair

          8  of the Housing and Buildings Committee, Council

          9  Minority Leader, James Oddo, from Staten Island, and

         10  we have a lot of other Council Members that will be

         11  around. Council Member John Liu is here.

         12                 We are here today, to consider two

         13  candidates for our Advice and Consent Review, and

         14  they are, Commissioner Iris Weinshall, Brooklyn

         15  resident, as the Mayoral appointee to a vacancy on

         16  the Taxi and Limousine Commission for a seven- year

         17  term, that will expire on January 31st, 2010, and

         18  Mr. Stanley Michels, Manhattan resident, was the New

         19  York City Council designee, for appointment by the

         20  Mayor, to the Taxi and Limousine Commission, as

         21  recommended by the Manhattan delegation for the

         22  balance of the seven- year term, to start off

         23  February 1st, 2001, and will expire on January 31st,

         24  2008, replacing Ramona Whaley.

         25                 Council Member Bill Perkins is here,
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          2  Council Member Lew Fidler is here.  TLC, as you

          3  know, created by local law 12 in 1971, is required

          4  to continue further development and improve the Taxi

          5  and Limousine service in the City. In addition, TLC

          6  shall adopt and establish an overall public

          7  transportation policy, governing taxi, coach

          8  limousines and wheelchair accessible van services

          9  within the City.

         10                 TLC is also responsible for

         11  establishing certain rate standards and criteria for

         12  the licensing of vehicles, drivers and chauffeurs,

         13  owners and operators, engaged in such services. TLC

         14  consists of nine members appointed by the Mayor, all

         15  with the advice and consent of the Council.  Five of

         16  said members, one resident from each of the five

         17  boroughs of the City, are recommended for

         18  appointment, by majority of the Council Members from

         19  their respective boroughs.

         20                 TLC members are appointed for terms

         21  of seven years and can serve until the appointment

         22  and qualification of a successor.  The Mayor may

         23  remove any member for cause, upon stated charges.

         24  The Mayor designates one member of the TLC to act as

         25  the Chairperson and Chief Executive Officer.  The
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          2  Chairperson shall be in charge of the agency, having

          3  a full responsibility to manage its operation.  The

          4  Chairperson is a full- time position, and as such,

          5  receives an annual compensation, in the amount of

          6  $152,500 dollars, that is set by the Mayor.  The

          7  other members of TLC shall not be entitled to

          8  compensation.  I did not know that.  Okay.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: But, you can

         10  keep your day job salary.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Keep your day

         12  job, okay.

         13                 That is a pretty active Committee, I

         14  didn't -- I forgot about that.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: You too,

         16  Stanley.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Okay, at this

         18  point, -- if we could close the door, because it's

         19  going to be --.

         20                 At this point, good morning

         21  Commissioner, and if you would like to make an

         22  opening statement -- oh, we need to swear you in.

         23  I'm sorry, a technicality, we must -- if you could

         24  raise your right hand to be sworn in please.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Do you solemnly swear
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          2  and affirm that the testimony that you are about to

          3  give the Committee is the truth and the whole truth?

          4                 COMMISSIONER WEINSHALL: I do.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Thank you. Please

          6  state your name for the record.

          7                 COMMISSIONER WEINSHALL: My name is

          8  Iris Weinshall.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Thank you.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Well,

         11  Commissioner, do you have an opening statement?

         12                 COMMISSIONER WEINSHALL: Yes, I do Mr.

         13  Chairman. Good morning, Chairman Comrie and members

         14  of the Committee.  I am Iris Weinshall, Commissioner

         15  of the Department of Transportation. I am honored to

         16  be here today, and for the opportunity to convey to

         17  the Committee why I believe I would be a valuable

         18  addition to the Taxi and Limousine Commission.  It

         19  is certainly an honor to have been nominated by

         20  Mayor Bloomberg, and I am grateful to him for his

         21  support.

         22                 My first reason is a sentimental one.

         23    I have always been proud of the fact that my

         24  father raised our family on the income he earned as

         25  a New York City taxi driver.  He drove a taxi for
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          2  well over three decades.  Throughout my life, I

          3  heard about his complaints and concerns, his good

          4  days and his bad days, the problems with the system,

          5  and how it was changing as the years went by.  It

          6  has been particularly rewarding for me, as a DOT

          7  Commissioner, to grapple with some of the industries

          8  issues that my dad was concerned with, from the

          9  City's traffic to its pot- holes.            As DOT

         10  Commissioner, I have gained an entirely new

         11  perspective on the taxi and for- hire industry.  As

         12  my knowledge of traffic and transit issues grows, so

         13  does my understanding of some of the challenges

         14  facing taxi and for- hire drivers, who make up a

         15  large portion of the users of the New York City

         16  streets.  They are a significant part of the

         17  Transportation Network of New York, and are

         18  therefore, one of DOTs most important stake holders.

         19                 There are also many specific issues

         20  that cut across both DOT and the TLC, from how curb

         21  spaces allocated for taxi stands, to the impact of

         22  DOTs through streets program.  I believe that as a

         23  member of the Commission, I can bring my knowledge

         24  of these shared issues, as well as my general

         25  understanding of traffic and transit to the TLC, and
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          2  hopefully along the way, I will be carrying on a

          3  Weinshall family tradition, of the love for the New

          4  York City streets.  Thank you again for this honor,

          5  and I would be happy to take any questions you might

          6  have.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Thank you

          8  Commissioner, and are there any members that have

          9  questions for, the Commissioner of the Department of

         10  Transportation for the City of New York?  All right,

         11  Dave Council Member Weprin has a statement then,

         12  Council Member Provenzano, and Council Member Lew

         13  Fidler.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Since I

         15  already voted for you, I just voted by absentee

         16  ballot about five seconds ago.  I want to

         17  congratulate you in advance, but I just want to say

         18  that, I know both of these nominees -- Can I say

         19  something about both of them?

         20                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Sure you can.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: It would save

         22  time.  I know both of these nominees for quiet a few

         23  years.  Commissioner Weinshall and I go back to her

         24  days as an assembly staffer, I believe in the

         25  1970's, and I followed her career over the years,
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          2  and she has been an outstanding public servant in a

          3  number of different agencies in the City, in the

          4  economic development area, and transportation

          5  certainly, and she has always been accessible, and

          6  her office has always been available, and we don't

          7  always agree on every issue, we can't always workout

          8  every issue, but she certainly is a very

          9  conscientious public servant, and does everything

         10  she can, to communicate with public officials, and

         11  to do the right thing, and I just want to state that

         12  for the record, and look forward to her ten year run

         13  on the Taxi and Limousine Commission, which may

         14  actually -- as I said to her earlier, it will

         15  probably exceed her tenure, and she hopes it does,

         16  as Transportation Commissioner, and as far as,

         17  former Council Member Stanley Michels, I know him

         18  probably for over 20 years as well, and he of

         19  course, was a outstanding public servant for

         20  probably about 30 years, on the City Council, or

         21  close to it, 24 years on the City Council, and

         22  active in the community prior to that, and I am

         23  looking forward to -- I already voted for him too,

         24  but looking forward to seeing him from time to time,

         25  as he does his duties, and I know he will be a
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          2  outstanding Commissioner, as he has always been an

          3  outstanding public servant all these many of years.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Council Member

          5  Provenzano.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Thank you.

          7    Welcome.  I have a couple of questions but, I

          8  would like to preface it with the -- I think someone

          9  in your position, Commissioner, is a perfect

         10  candidate to be on TLC, and I think Mayor had a good

         11  idea when he suggested it, and I look forward to you

         12  serving on the Commission. I would like to talk

         13  about, and I have a question for you -- is the

         14  gentleman in the front from -- we are suppose to

         15  have someone here that could answer questions if

         16  someone else did not know the answers.  Anyway, let

         17  me get into it and then whoever it is that is

         18  suppose to be here may pop up.

         19                 I want to talk specifically about the

         20  livery cabs. As you know, I'm sure, in the Bronx, we

         21  do not have yellow cabs, and I've been told that

         22  there is something like, 12,187 yellow cabs, in the

         23  City of New York, as apposed to 25 to 30,000 TLC

         24  vehicles, or for- hire.  Okay.  So, you are the

         25  person.  Okay.  You looked like the person.
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          2                 In the Bronx, as I said, we can only

          3  use for- hire vehicles, and I think there probably

          4  are two groups.  I know we have lots of companies

          5  that have for- hire vehicles that run very good

          6  businesses, keep very good track of their personnel,

          7  they're people that they have probably had for years

          8  and years, but then there is another bunch, that

          9  commit every traffic infraction you could possibly

         10  think of, and I always seem to be behind them, when

         11  they are in the middle of a crosswalk, making a u-

         12  turn, to park in a bus stop, to pick up a passenger,

         13  all of which they should not be doing.  So, my

         14  question to you would be, do you think that they

         15  should receive some special kind of training?  I

         16  remember when, Diane McKeckney was there.  She was

         17  excellent, she was very responsive, and a lot of

         18  good things went on under her leadership. But I have

         19  to say, under the last few years, I think that

         20  things are beginning to fall apart again.

         21                 So, my feeling is that there has to

         22  be something, some way either to get a hold of these

         23  people, train them -- so my question to you is, do

         24  you have any thoughts on this subject?

         25                 COMMISSIONER WEINSHALL: Well, I'm not

                                                            12

          1

          2  as familiar yet with the livery car industry, and

          3  what the TLC requires of those livery car companies

          4  and their owners.  I am familiar though that, New

          5  York City cab drivers, are required to take rather

          6  extensive courses and there are steep penalties

          7  against drivers who really conduct the type of

          8  infractions that you are talking about. This is an

          9  area that I look forward to working with the

         10  Chairman of the Commission on, as well as the other

         11  members, and to get more involved.  The other issue

         12  is, one is an issue of enforcement, and I think

         13  that, one can not just leave it in the hands of TLC

         14  alone. I think that it really has to be a

         15  combination of TLC, DOT and NYPD as well, cause not

         16  only are they picking up people and driving them

         17  but, they really these drivers should be obeying the

         18  very traffic laws that all of us, as individuals

         19  drivers must obey.  So, this is an area that I think

         20  you've rightly pointed out, I think is right for

         21  further investigation, and I look forward to working

         22  with the other Commission Members and the Chairman

         23  on this issue.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Okay, I

         25  would like to address a question.  I'm sorry, what's
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          2  your name?  Okay.  You're from?  Oh, okay.  I know

          3  that there are companies -- are there like two types

          4  of companies that have for- hire vehicles, or can a

          5  for hire vehicle, a livery vehicle, just be one,

          6  like -- kind of like, what we use to call Gypsy

          7  cabs?

          8                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Council Member, I

          9  know you want to deal with these issues with TLC,

         10  but this is not your main to the --

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Okay,

         12  because we were told that he would be here

         13  specifically, to vice to Goldstein, so am I not --

         14                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Okay, I'll

         15  indulge you with this one question.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Because I

         17  think you are way off the perimeter of the --

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: All right,

         19  so then, forget it.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: No, but, you can

         21  ask this final question.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes, all

         23  right, never mind.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: All right.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Thank you,
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          2  Commissioner.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Clearly what we

          4  need -- clearly I think we need to have TLC in for a

          5  extended hearing regarding transportation.  We have

          6  been joined by Council Member Helen Sears, Council

          7  Member Yvette Clarke, Council Member Diana Reyna,

          8  Council Member Gail Brewer, and Council Member

          9  Dennis Gallagher.  Did I miss anybody?  Okay.  The

         10  next questioner is Council Member Lew Fidler.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Well, good

         12  afternoon.  Not withstanding your opening statement,

         13  Commissioner, you had me at hello.  I just wanted to

         14  say that you have been extraordinary responsive, to

         15  the many, many DOT issues in my district, and both

         16  of today's nominees are probably as fine a group of

         17  nominees that we have had to deal with at a Rules

         18  Committee meeting since our inception.  I just want

         19  to ask, and I'll ask both of you, I'll ask you now,

         20  so that Stanley can address this in your comments as

         21  well.               There is question that both of

         22  you answered regarding commuter vans.  In my part of

         23  the world, commuter vans are known as dollar vans,

         24  and are not something that my communities buy

         25  enlarge embrace.  We have had TLC in on numerus
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          2  occasions, because we are not an area in which

          3  dollar vans are lawfully permitted to operate.  I am

          4  concerned that the areas in which dollar vans

          5  operate are not going to be expanded into my

          6  community, and that each of you have an

          7  understanding that in my view, that when a dollar

          8  van operates, an MTA bus, is supposed to be

          9  operating, that it is self fulfilling proficiency

         10  that they will destroy the bus service, since buses

         11  are allocated by ridership, and every time someone

         12  decides to go take a dollar van because the buses

         13  are too slow, we wind up cutting another bus, making

         14  the buses slower, and encouraging people to take

         15  dollar vans, and destroying the public transits

         16  system.  So, if either of you have comments on that,

         17  that would make me feel more comfortable, I would

         18  really appreciate hearing it.

         19                 COMMISSIONER WEINSHALL: Well, I think

         20  you saw in my answer to the question, my written

         21  answer that this program is relatively new, and it's

         22  really evolving as we go along.  I think that as

         23  this program matures, we really need to have more

         24  laws and rules governing this industry.  I, like

         25  you, am concerned about the dollar vans, vis- a-
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          2  vis, the role of buses, because as the MTA deals

          3  with and grapples with, its rather enormous budget

          4  considerations, the issue comes up of ridership on

          5  buses, and what options people have available to

          6  them.

          7                 So, again, you know, I would be eager

          8  to work on the Commission, to begin to look at this

          9  issue, and to sort of have, sets of rules and laws,

         10  that would begin to evolve regarding it.

         11                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Council

         12  Member Sears.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: All right.

         14  Thank you, Mr. Chair, and thank you for allowing me

         15  to have this moment to say a few words.  Excuse me.

         16  I think that it is an allergy to the Chambers.

         17  We'll have to watch out about that. I wanted to say

         18  a few words in support, of Stanley Michels and Iris

         19  Weinshall.

         20  The Commissioner of DOTs, does a wonderful job and

         21  he is an excellent Commissioner.  The additions,

         22  your additions, to the Commission, I think are

         23  invaluable.  With your knowledge and what you have

         24  done and your knowledge in the council, as you can

         25  see, and certainly my area, is inundated and has all

                                                            17

          1

          2  the problems that you can imagine, that come about

          3  with the TNLs.  However, with your professionalism

          4  and your vast experience, I think that, you both on

          5  the Commission, will be such an asset to deal with

          6  these problems and wherever they come from.  So, I

          7  heartily support, vote for them and thank you for

          8  really committing yourselves to do this.  Thank you

          9  and thank you Mr. Chair.

         10                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Thank you.

         11  Council Member Fidler would like unanimous consent

         12  to vote because he has another meeting to attend to,

         13  so if there is no objection.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you all

         15  for not objecting, I vote aye on both.

         16                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Council

         17  Member Oddo.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you, Mr.

         19  Chairman and I just would like to begin echoing some

         20  of the sentiments of my colleagues and praising the

         21  caliber and the characters of these two folks.  I've

         22  known Stan Michels now, for going in my 11th, to

         23  12th year here, and the highest compliment I could

         24  pay to him is that, he treated me with the same high

         25  level of respect as a staff person, as he did when I
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          2  later became a colleague of his, and I think the

          3  best word to describe Stanley is gentleman.  He has

          4  been an absolutely gentleman, and although we've

          5  disagreed on issues, it was never disagreeable, and

          6  I think he would is a fine asset to this institution

          7  the TLC.

          8                 With respect to Commissioner

          9  Weinshall, I think the thing that makes her such a

         10  good DOT Commissioner, will make her an asset to the

         11  TLC, is that she fully understands that this is a

         12  City of five boroughs, and she gets to know issues,

         13  like the Richmond Town loop, in the same level of

         14  detail that she does, you know, a cross streets

         15  programming in Manhattan, and we on Staten Island,

         16  have been very fortunate to work with her. I just

         17  have one request, I guess, of Commissioner

         18  Weinshall, in consistent with that, and I want to

         19  follow up with that what Council Member Provenzano

         20  started with.  She spoke about the livery cabs

         21  companies in her community. I have and Council

         22  Member McMahon and Council Member Lanza on Staten

         23  Island, collectively we have lots of them.  I think

         24  we have three good ones, and the rest of them are

         25  problematic, and I think that the challenge that you
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          2  have is sort of punishing the bad guys, but at the

          3  same time helping the good guys to flourish, and in

          4  Staten Island is just a little bit different than

          5  the rest of the City, in that, most of the livery

          6  industry on Staten Island are fleets, while in the

          7  other parts of the City it's 90 percent, 10 percent,

          8  the opposite, they are owner operated.  There is one

          9  insurance company, that insures the livery industry,

         10  and that is a huge, huge problem.  Unlike the rest

         11  of the City, we don't have a mass transportation

         12  system, and livery cabs are how Mrs. McGilacuddy

         13  gets to the market and back, and when you have one

         14  insurance company insuring them and you have all

         15  these rate increases, it really is threatening the

         16  livelihood of this industry.  This industry is a

         17  year or two away from ending on Staten Island.  I

         18  don't know how it is in the rest of the community.

         19  Matt Dos has done a great job, in trying to help us,

         20  but this is an industry, as I said they're only a

         21  few good people left in it, frankly, and your

         22  challenge, and I just ask you to consider it is, how

         23  do you punish the bad guys and quality of life

         24  issues that Maddy Provenzano spoke to, yet foster

         25  the industry for the three or four or so good
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          2  remaining companies. So again, best of luck, and I

          3  hope you bring the same City- wide perspective, that

          4  you do to the DOT to the TLC.

          5                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Council

          6  Member Yvette Clarke.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you very

          8  much, Mr. Chair.  I guess, I have to be the third

          9  echo in the valley or the fourth or fifth echo in

         10  the valley, with respect to both of our candidates

         11  today.  You know, not to illiterate, but certainly I

         12  can say from my constituency and from where I've

         13  sat, Commissioner Weinshall, you have really done an

         14  outstanding job in managing one of the most, I

         15  guess, unmanageable situations that anyone can,

         16  which is moving and making sure the infrastructure

         17  for mobility in our City, is one that, you know that

         18  we all can be proud of, and

         19  I think you've really done an outstanding job.  I

         20  know that my predecessors have always spoken very

         21  highly of you, and your work and responsiveness, and

         22  just I think that taking on this role is quite

         23  fitting, for someone with your knowledge and

         24  ability, likewise Council Member Michels, as a

         25  former colleague of my moms, your work is legendary
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          2  here, and so we know that your level of vitality and

          3  interest will serve well on the Commission.  I too

          4  have a, I guess something to add about the commuter

          5  van industry, which is an industry that sort of was

          6  given birth into the community which I live, and its

          7  sprung up for number of reasons. It has a lot to do

          8  with the quality of public transportation, the

          9  availability of public transportation within the

         10  community, as well as the two fare zone situation,

         11  and the inability of people to get to the subway

         12  stations in a timely matter, enabling them to work,

         13  take their children to child care centers and the

         14  like.  Certainly, we see that there is issues around

         15  regulations and enforcement, and just about every

         16  transportation fare that is not regulated through

         17  the MTA, I would ask that we nurture this industry.

         18  I see it as a future growth industry, not only

         19  entrepreneurship, but for mobility of people

         20  throughout the City of New York when we talk about

         21  energy costs and when we talk about mass moving

         22  people about in a mass way, we are talking about

         23  ferry service, or things of that nature for people

         24  who live in the extreme boroughs, being able to get

         25  to those locations, I think we could utilize well
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          2  regulated van service to accomplish a number of

          3  those goals.

          4                 So, I'd ask that we try to balance

          5  the issue of being able to move people about, and we

          6  look at regulation and enforcement in a way which it

          7  one helps develop the industry and does not

          8  discourage the use of the industry because there is

          9  a need.  It would not exist if there weren't a need,

         10  and I can tell you that many families within my

         11  community have now been able to send their children

         12  to school, have been able to purchase homes, so it

         13  really feeds right back into the economy that we are

         14  concern about, and I just ask that you both give it

         15  your kind consideration.  Thank you.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Sorry, I would

         17  like to interrupt, so that Council Member Christine

         18  Quinn can vote, because she has, as do I, 40 young

         19  people in her office and today is a little strange

         20  day.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Thank you.  I

         22  just wanted to say I'm sorry to miss both of your

         23  hearings, but with other stuff going on, Stanley

         24  well understands because he is the Commissioner, but

         25  I just want to very, very enthusiastically vote aye
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          2  for both of these candidates, particularly my former

          3  Chair of my delegations, Stanley Michels, who, you

          4  know, we all had to follow his lead for a long time,

          5  and now he's our appointee in the TLC.  So, no,

          6  Stanley will be a terrific independent member and

          7  the TLC will be well served by both these new

          8  appointees.  Thank you for letting me vote and I

          9  vote aye on both.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Thank you. I'm

         11  going to take the privilege of the Chair, since

         12  everyone is asking transportation and TLC questions.

         13    I thought you had a time schedule, since you've

         14  been here for awhile, but Madeline Provenzano, who

         15  is very dear to my heart, had some other questions,

         16  and since everyone is asking general questions, I

         17  wanted to make sure that her questions got answered,

         18  that she asked the Council.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes, Matt

         20  was very helpful, Mitch, I'm sorry, and now that

         21  I've met him, I'll probably bother him as much as I

         22  bother you, Commissioner.  Well, maybe not as quite

         23  as much, but he did fill me in on a lot of

         24  information, and the reason to kind of explain

         25  myself.  The information he gave me,  I was going to
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          2  use, you know, to question you, rather than try to

          3  have you supply information that you probably don't

          4  know at this point.

          5                 But, I would like to say that I agree

          6  with my colleague, Jimmy Oddo, and as in his, my

          7  district also, there is so many, many companies that

          8  really run excellent for- hire businesses, and I

          9  think they suffer because of the others that are,

         10  you know, just individual drivers or, again as I've

         11  called them gypsy drivers and take calls from all

         12  over, and they're a lot of them in my borough.  So,

         13  I think these are the kind of things that we need

         14  your help to address, and I know that you are very

         15  qualified to do so, and as is my ex- colleague,

         16  Stanley Michels. So, I really am very pleased to see

         17  the two of you as our appointees, because I think

         18  you're excellent candidates, and will do a wonderful

         19  job, but that was just the point I was trying to

         20  make, that, you know, there are a lot of them out

         21  there that really just mucking up the system, and I

         22  think these are the folks that we really have to go

         23  after. Thank you.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Thank you.

         25  Commissioner, how much time do you have, because I
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          2  know we've had you waiting already.  I know we had

          3  two other members that had questions.

          4                 COMMISSIONER WEINSHALL: I just have

          5  to be out of here by 12:30, so.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: I think we can do

          7  this.  Council Member Reyna.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Mr. Chair, I

          9  just wanted to welcome both of you.  I look forward

         10  to seeing two capable people on the Commission, and

         11  I hope that you can bring a new perspective to the

         12  TLC Commission that has not already been tapped

         13  into.  I do want to ask, I was going to say Maddie

         14   -- Council Member Provenzano, had mentioned,

         15  Council Member Oddo hit the nail on the head, as far

         16  as the insurance cost are concerned.

         17                 You know, we have an industry that is

         18  affected by one company out there insuring  all

         19  these drivers, and it's truly a monopoly of how

         20  abusive this situation is and has been and how long

         21  it's taken for people to actually realize that this

         22  is just hurting New York City.  These drivers and, I

         23  don't know how it was when, Commissioner Weinshall's

         24  father was a taxi driver, but I know that my dad is

         25  a taxi driver, and he's a livery driver to be
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          2  specific, and he pays $8,000 insurance a year, and

          3  it's enormous. You know, you just work day and night

          4  to pay insurance, and then everything else is just

          5  pennies, compared to your daily costs of operating

          6  this vehicle.

          7                 So, we need to just pay closer

          8  attention to that particular problem, to start

          9  expanding on the industry, and I know that fare

         10  increases is very important to the industry, that's

         11  something that I know that right now you couldn't

         12  answer because you want to see the facts in front of

         13  you, and I respect that.

         14                 In addition to that, I just wanted to

         15  assure that you would look into the rules and

         16  regulation imposed on these drivers.  Many of them

         17  complain of the fact that they are not privy to the

         18  manual that, according to the Commission, is

         19  available to the driver, and it shouldn't take much

         20  effort to print a copy and issue a driver that

         21  manual, that at least -- you are right, enforcement

         22  is important, but education, as well as the access

         23  to information to know what you are suppose to be

         24  following as far as rules and regulations are

         25  concerned is important as well.  I think they
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          2  compliment each other and are enforceable when

          3  people actually know what is being enforced.

          4                 So, if you can take those three

          5  recommendations, and I also wanted to just place an

          6  invitation to our district because I like to show

          7  you the positions of the different fleets, or livery

          8  bases that exist in the area because one community

          9  is different than the other, and it's important for

         10  people on the Commission to understand that, we are

         11  five different boroughs, within those boroughs there

         12  are different communities and each have it's own

         13  character that we have to respect.  Thank you.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Council Member

         15  Liu and than Council Member Vallone.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Thank you, Mr.

         17  Chair, and I also want to briefly speak to urge this

         18  committee to approve both of these distinguished

         19  appointments.  As Chairman of the Transportation

         20  Committee, I have been delegated by all of you, and

         21  our colleagues in the City Council, to have a handle

         22  on the transportation issues that face our City, and

         23  there are a mired of issued related to public

         24  transportation, both from a public mass transit

         25  point of view, as well as a publicly available
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          2  individualized form of transit, which is regulated

          3  in this City by the Taxi and Limousine Commission,

          4  and there certainly needs to be very strict

          5  regulation, as well as enforcement, but at the same

          6  time, we also have a responsibility to make sure

          7  that the laws that are in place, address all of the

          8  needs of people of this City.

          9                 In my experience, so far there are

         10  clearly areas, within our law, that do not address a

         11  certain kinds of demands for transportation by the

         12  people of this City, and I think that is one of the

         13  big challenges that the Taxi and Limousine

         14  Commission has in front of it, to make sure we

         15  create or develop a mechanism through which the

         16  public can get all the services it demands.  When we

         17  talk about illegal practices, yes there are clearly

         18  bad apples out there, but there is also a demand

         19  that is not met through our legal mechanism, and

         20  that is the area that I think that we will spend a

         21  great deal of time, both in the Taxi and Limousine

         22  Commission, with the help of the Department of

         23  Transportation, and also with my colleagues here on

         24  Transportation Committee in the City Council.      I

         25  urge you to approve these appointees, I think former
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          2  Council Member Michels will add a great deal of

          3  thought and experience to the process, and of course

          4  Commissioner Iris Weinshall, who I have the honor of

          5  working closely with, her intellect and ideas will

          6  certainly add a great deal of value to the

          7  discussions that we will certainly need to have in

          8  this City. Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Thank you,

         10  Council Member Liu. Well put.   Council Member

         11  Vallone.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you,

         13  Mr. Chair for allowing me to sit in on this meeting

         14  briefly, and I also urge the voting members of this

         15  Committee to approve these two highly qualify

         16  candidates for this position.

         17                 Ms. Weinshall, I do have one miner

         18  institutional concern, it has nothing to do with

         19  your qualification.  Your answer to one of the

         20  questions regarding the powers of the Commission,

         21  you stated you don't know whether they should be

         22  broadened or curtailed, but there is a better

         23  opportunity to integrate them with other oversight

         24  partners.  Could you elaborate on what that means.

         25                 COMMISSIONER WEINSHALL: Well, I think
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          2  that you can't just look at the Taxi and Limousine

          3  Commissioner in a vacuum, and I think that so much

          4  of what they do, goes hand to hand with what DOT is

          5  involved in, weather it's creating additional taxi

          6  stands or creating additional black car stands, or

          7  creating safe routes for livery fleets or for the

          8  vans themselves. So, I think that as we learned

          9  working with the Taxi and Limousine Commission, in

         10  preparing for a transit strike that did not happen.

         11  I think that is very clear that there are a lot of

         12  issues that DOT gets involved in, as well as the TLC

         13  that can work hand in hand.  I think the NYPD also

         14  can play an extremely important role, in terms of

         15  the issues that a number of the Council people

         16  raised here, regarding both the matter of which some

         17  of the companies operate and the safety concerns

         18  that we have.  So, I think that no agency can

         19  operate in a vacuum, clearly the TLC touches on so

         20  many the issues that both the Police Department and

         21  DOT are involved in.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you for

         23  elaborating on that.  I think that your

         24  administration's goal of stream lining and making it

         25  more efficient is a noble one, however in an
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          2  institutional level, I just would like you to be

          3  aware that TLC is an agency that the Council has

          4  some control over, and any power they lose to a

          5  different agency, is something we would have to have

          6  a say over, and we would have some input in, I could

          7  assure you. But, I just wanted you to know, on an

          8  institutional level my concern, but I urge again the

          9  Committee to support both of you and look forward to

         10  working with you, in that regard also.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Thank you,

         12  Council Member. Finally Council Member Jackson.  Oh,

         13  sorry.  Speaker Miller is here and because of his

         14  schedule, he needs to vote at this time.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Aye.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Thank you.

         17  Council Member Jackson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Good

         19  afternoon.  I just wanted to come up in order to say

         20  to the two candidates that I am very, very proud

         21  that the both of you, hopefully will be serving as

         22  members of the TLC.  Knowing Stanley very, very well

         23  for over 24 years and we live in the same community.

         24    I just know that he will be a positive asset to

         25  the TLC, and Commissioner, knowing who you are, and

                                                            32

          1

          2  your back ground and that your father was in the

          3  industry as a cab driver for over three decades and

          4  knowing you live and work in New York City, and your

          5  kids commute, and rides the taxis and limousines,

          6  throughout New York City, and your husband, and just

          7  knowing all of that, I know that I am very, very

          8  proud to have both of you, hopefully will be serving

          9  as full members, actively working for the people of

         10  New York City, so I just wanted to come say that to

         11  both of you.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Thank you.

         13  Commissioner, I want to thank you for coming.  I'm

         14  not asking any questions, but I will make a

         15  statement.  I think that you've been an excellent

         16  Commissioner, and your outreach has been good, and

         17  your staff has treated me very well, except for one

         18  person, who we will have a discussion about, and

         19  that we will do off the record, but, that is the

         20  privilege of the Chair, but your staff in general

         21  has taken on some ever tough issues, and has done

         22  excellently, and your dedication to the City is, by

         23  far has been admirable, and an example of what a

         24  true New Yorker really is, and I look forward to you

         25  integrating these Committee's and making them really
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          2  work as you've heard from our members, we have a lot

          3  of unique issues in this City and I know  a lot of

          4  transportation issues that need to be resolved.

          5                 I would also let you know that I

          6  think that, Matthew Dos is a good person, and I have

          7  been getting excellent response from his agency on

          8  issues unique to my district, such as the livery

          9  cabs.  I hope that in the integration, he stays

         10  around, and is still part of the general

         11  transportation picture, and what's necessary to be

         12  done to improve transportation within New York City.

         13    Clearly, the way we move people around, this City

         14  needs to be improved.

         15                 I didn't get the chance to see, Ken

         16  Livingstone, when he was in the City last week, but

         17  I did read that New York Times article, and I hope

         18  that one day we can have the strength as a City, to

         19  do the same type of thing to reduce traffic,

         20  vehicular traffic, within the City.  Clearly, you

         21  know, when we're moving at five miles an hour from

         22  Lower Manhattan to Mid- Manhattan, that's something

         23  that has to be eliminated, and I hope that, you

         24  know, clearly at some point we can deal with that in

         25  a way that will get through the uniqueness of being
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          2  in New York City, and the politics of getting a real

          3  plan put through.  So, at this time, I want to thank

          4  you for your time.  I want to thank you for putting

          5  up with our schedule today, and we look forward to a

          6  lot of conversations with you.  Thank you.

          7                 At this point, we would like to swear

          8  in Stanley Michels.  Can you raise your right hand,

          9  please.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Do you solemnly swear

         11  and affirm that the testimony that you are about to

         12  give the Committee is the truth and the whole truth?

         13                 FORMER COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: I do.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Thank you.  Please

         15  state your name for the record.

         16                 FORMER COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS:

         17  Stanley Michels.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Turn on your mic

         19   -- turn on the mic.

         20                 MR. MICHELS: As I stated, my name is

         21  Stanley Michels, and I'm very privileged to be here

         22  today, and I want to thank all of you for wonderful

         23  words of support and praise, and I hope I can live

         24  up to them, number one, and second of all, I want to

         25  thank the Manhattan Delegation, for submitting my
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          2  name to the Mayor for appointment, and of course I'm

          3  appreciative of the Mayor's appointment but I am

          4  also appreciative of the fact that I am here as a

          5  designee of the Manhattan Delegation, and hopefully

          6  the full City Council, and I have rights and

          7  obligations with the respect to this body, and it's

          8  something we have always ask other people to do when

          9  we are appointed by, is to report back and to keep

         10  us informed to what's going on, which I intend to

         11  do.

         12                 As I was a full- time Council Member,

         13  I don't intend to be a full- time member of this

         14  Commission, but I have no other hat to wear,  I'm

         15  retired from the Council, and therefore would have

         16  to spent a lot of time.  I sought this position.  I

         17  wanted it because I believed, having lived in the

         18  City all my life, and in Washington Heights all my

         19  life, I 'm aware of the real problems of

         20  transportation.  Our community, as Council Member

         21  Jackson will tell you, depends greatly on the for-

         22  hire vehicles.  Once in a while, we see a yellow

         23  cab, and we all look and stare at it, and that is

         24  something very unusual in our neighborhood, and we

         25  can't figure what they're doing there, but it's
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          2  really something that we really depended upon in our

          3  neighborhood, and I used them, and we have had some

          4  good ones and I really have had some good

          5  experiences and respect for them.

          6                 But, I am aware that this is a City

          7  of eight million people, and one of the things that

          8  makes this City work, is our transportation system.

          9  We are doing better than we've ever done before,

         10  underground, now we have to improve above the

         11  ground, and I see a lot of problems above the

         12  ground, and I think we have to address those

         13  problems, and I intend to.  I've been studying up on

         14  a lot of the issues, with respect to the TLC, and as

         15  you see, I answered some of the questions, and I

         16  reserved my right to answer some of those questions,

         17  in the future, when I learn a lot more.           This

         18  job, that you have and I have, to serve this City,

         19  is a great privilege, and we have to do what has to

         20  be done, to make sure that the people in this City,

         21  know that they are being served well, as you are

         22  serving them well, and that is the statement I have.

         23    I am prepared to answer questions you might have.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Any questions for

         25  Council Member -- former Council Member Michels?
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          2  Going once, going twice, not seeing anybody.  I

          3  would like to call a roll at this particular time.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on both.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote stands at

         19  ten.  Perkins?

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote stands at 11

         22  in the affirmative, none in the negative, and it's

         23  still open.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Okay,

         25  congratulations to both of our candidates.

                                                            38

          1

          2                 FORMER COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Thank

          3  you very much.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: I just have a

          5  housekeeping issue for the Mayor's office.  Ms.

          6  Stevens, we still have not gotten a consolidated

          7  opinion on the Board of Health Members, and we need

          8  to get that as expeditiously as possible.  I'm sure

          9  that you'll follow with that.  Please turn in your

         10  confidential booklets, back to the great staff, Stu

         11  Goldstein and Mr. Davis, and Ed O'Malley.  Thank you

         12  very much for your excellent work on this Committee.

         13  I call the meeting over and hold the vote open.

         14  Thank you all very much.

         15                 (Hearing concluded at 12:45 p.m.)
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