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Dear Chair Hanks and Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Sitings, and Dispositions:

As a longtime Hamilton Heights/West Harlem resident and voting constituent, I have
grave concerns about item LU 0238-2025. The public hearing that was held on Wednesday,
February 26, 2025, was not given wide public notice, and it included the proposed transfer of a
City-owned property at 1727 Amsterdam (Manhattan Block 2060, Lot 1) to the Health and
Hospitals Corporation (HHC) by amending the 1970 Operating Agreement between the City
and HHC. I am OPPOSED to this transfer and hereby request that the subcommittee
reject any item that would place 1727Amsterdam in the HHC operating agreement.

The existing 1727 Amsterdam Avenue facility is a Federally Qualified Health Center
(FQHC) that has been providing vital medical services to our community and beyond
for decades, and primarily serves people of color. The healthcare organizations currently
located there offer primary care, maternal care, dentistry and orthodontic care, radiology
services, family planning, a WIC program, gynecology, ophthalmology, podiatry, psychiatric
care for all ages, and addiction counseling as well as other services. HHC has never provided
any of these services at this site and now plans to evict these not-for-profit healthcare
organizations in order to demolish the health center and use the site for other purposes. 

The project proposed by HHC for this site has been planned without taking our
community’s needs and concerns into consideration and without any interface with
our local Community Board (MCB9), which has issued a resolution against the HHC
project.  Additionally, their plan has a critical major problem. The plot of land on which 1727
Amsterdam Avenue is located, Block 2060 Lot 1 in Manhattan, is City-owned. It has never
been a site of HHC services and is not in the original operating agreement between the City
and HHC. As a result, it is subject to City Charter land disposition procedure, the Uniform
Land Use Review Process (ULURP). The effort by HHC to amend its operating agreement to
include 1727 Amsterdam Avenue is illegal for these reasons.

Because HHC does not and has never offered healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue,
this site cannot be included in an agreement that only pertains to sites where HHC currently
operates and provides healthcare services. In its second article, the operating agreement of
1970 stipulates that all services currently offered by
HHC at any of its sites must be continued to be offered and operated by them in order to
maintain the terms of the agreement. The plan by HHC to effectively terminate neighborhood
healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue by evicting the existing community health



providers runs directly counter to this key and crucial condition of the operating agreement.
The Subcommittee can verify the validity of these terms by reviewing the articles of this
agreement. 

By giving control of 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC, item LU 0238-2025 will only
exacerbate
current healthcare problems in our community.  I therefore urgently request this Subcommittee
to refuse to pass any item that would transfer 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC so that it can
to be shuttered and demolished. To do so would show a clear disregard for the health of
Harlem residents and contempt for our community’s support of development that promotes
health, economic growth, truly affordable housing, and a vision that responds to its most
pressing needs.

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely,
Alexa Donaphin 

New York,  NY 10031
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Amendment to my testimony: 

Andres Olmedo Orejuela

New York NY 10031

Andrés

On Fri, Feb 28, 2025 at 8:18 PM Andres Orejuela < > wrote:
Submission of public testimony regarding LU 0238-2025 by Andres Olmedo Orejuela,
concerned citizen of West Harlem for neighborhood action and development.
 
Dear Chair Hanks and Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Sitings, and Dispositions:
 
I have grave concerns about item LU 0238-2025. The public hearing that was held yesterday
Wednesday, February 26, 2025, was not given wide public notice, and it included a
proposed transfer of a City-owned property at 1727 Amsterdam (Manhattan Block 2060, Lot
1) to the Health and Hospitals Corporation (HHC) by amending the 1970 Operating
Agreement between the City and HHC.  I have been following plans for this site since a
demolition project for 1727 Amsterdam was uncovered by my Harlem neighbors in 2022.
While I’m disappointed that neither my Councilmember nor BRC nor HHC made any
attempt to invite my testimony, as I have been deeply invested in the future of the 1727
Amsterdam Avenue site and have written communications with them all, I’m proud to write
to you today after three years of working alongside concerned citizens in my neighborhood
to address the serious and illegal problems in the plan that HHC has for 1727 Amsterdam. It
is the crucial reason why the subcommittee must reject any item that places 1727
Amsterdam in the HHC operating agreement.
 
1727 Amsterdam Avenue is currently a community health center, home to two not-for-profit
community health organizations that have been serving mainly Black and Latinx residents of



Harlem since the 1960s. These organizations currently occupy 1727 Amsterdam and offer
primary care, maternal care, dentistry and orthodontic care, radiographic services, family
planning services, a WIC site, vaccinations, gynecology, ophthalmology, podiatry,
psychiatric care for preschoolers, children, teenagers, and adults, addiction counseling, a
clubhouse, and during the heart of COVID19 pandemic provided free masks and some of the
first vaccines in the community. HHC has never provided any of these services at this site
and has plans to evict one of the healthcare organizations in order to then demolish the
health center completely. In the wake of the distress, heartache, and loss that resulted from
COVID19 pandemic, community members and the community health providers themselves
learned of the HHC plan to shutter the site.
 
But their plan has a major problem. The plot of land at block 2060 lot 1 in Manhattan is
City-owned. It has never been a site of HHC services and is not in the original operating
agreement between the City and HHC. As a result, this land is real property of New York
City subject section 197-c of the City Charter land disposition procedure, the Uniform Land
Use Review Process (ULURP). The effort by HHC to amend its operating agreement to
include 1727 Amsterdam is illegal, but it is also wrong because it attempts to circumvent
ULURP in order to avoid giving the community a clear understanding of its consequences.
Because HHC does not and has never offered healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam
Avenue, this site cannot be included in the operating agreement, which only pertains to sites
where HHC operates and provides healthcare services. Furthermore, the second article of the
operating agreement of 1970 stipulates that all services currently offered by HHC at any of
its sites must continue to be offered and operated by HHC in order to maintain the terms of
the agreement. The plan by HHC is to terminate neighborhood healthcare services at 1727
Amsterdam by evicting the community health providers, directly countering this article of
the operating agreement while also indicating a key element of the current operating
structure of 1727 Amsterdam and its relationship to the community.
 
In 1978 the Arthur C. Logan Memorial Hospital located on Convent Avenue less than a mile
away from 1727 Amsterdam permanently closed, leaving Harlem and Northern Manhattan
bereft of its historic and vital medical services. That same year a group of organized and
dedicated Black and Latinx residents in Harlem succeeded in their efforts to open the City-
built community healthcare clinic located at 1727 Amsterdam. They were successful in part
because of the closure of Logan and in part because their pressure on State and Federal
politicians provided them with extra-municipal funds to open and operate the City-built site.
Led by the Selma, Mississippi-born William Hatcher, the community organization had been
working since 1968 to open the site, and in 1978 was granted a lease by the City of New
York, months after the closing of Logan. Today, the two healthcare operators at 1727



Amsterdam were both founded by Hatcher, and their center is a beacon of hope and health in
West Harlem, providing essential care for the poorest and neediest in our community, where
20% of households earn under $15,000 per year and the longstanding racial, economic, and
health divides of the war on drugs today live on.
 
My neighbors—an immigrant Spanish-speaking family of six from the Dominican Republic,
among them—lost their primary care physicians in 2022 because of this plan. These doctors,
who slowly earned the trust of this family over years, left to find more stable employment
once plans to vacate and demolish the site were made public by HHC in 2022. Under the
plan, I myself will lose the services of Dr. Ralph K. Jackson, who began serving Harlem as
an ophthalmologist in the 1970s, providing vision to generations of Harlemites in a
committed service that Dr. Jackson has told me would end with the closure of the site. These
losses are by no means may trivial—especially to me—but pale in comparison to what the
loss in services will mean for addicts in recovery and those losing services who experience
severe mental illness and psychiatric distress.
 
By giving control of 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC, item LU 0238-2025 will only
exacerbate current healthcare problems in our community, comprising the health of its
members and its future. The amendment’s inclusion is also a formal attempt to avoid the
ULURP due process as developments in the HHC operating agreement are subject to much
less scrutiny and absolutely no community input. I urge the subcommittee to investigate my
claims by reading the articles attached and the operating agreement. I urge the subcommittee
to refuse to pass any item that would transfer 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC in order to
be shuttered and demolished. To do the opposite would show a clear disregard for the health
of Harlem residents and contempt for community efforts to drive development that promotes
health, economic growth, housing, and a vision for the community that coheres with its
history and addresses its most pressing needs.
 
Finally, I have viewed the recording of the February 26, 2025 Landmarks, Public Sitings,
and Dispositions subcommittee hearing with Maidel de la Cruz, Jeremy Berman, and Leora
Jonteff, all at HHC. I have attended meetings with all three in the past. At these meetings,
my neighbors made clear losses of healthcare at the site and warned about further future
losses. So when de la de la Cruz told Councilmember Marte during the subcommittee
hearing that no losses of healthcare would occur at any of these sites she was lying. I will let
the New York City Council decide how to address de la Cruz’s lying under oath, though I
will be referring the matter to the offices of Investigation and Inspectors General.
The subcommittee has a critical opportunity to stymie further healthcare losses and promote
the vitality of West Harlem and the City despite this travesty of a hearing—I urge its



members to take it.
 
Thank you to Chair Hanks and subcommittee members,
 
Andrés Olmedo Orejuela
 
 
Andrés
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Submission of public testimony regarding LU 0238-2025 by Andres Olmedo Orejuela,
concerned citizen of West Harlem for neighborhood action and development.
 
Dear Chair Hanks and Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Sitings, and Dispositions:
 
I have grave concerns about item LU 0238-2025. The public hearing that was held yesterday
Wednesday, February 26, 2025, was not given wide public notice, and it included a proposed
transfer of a City-owned property at 1727 Amsterdam (Manhattan Block 2060, Lot 1) to the
Health and Hospitals Corporation (HHC) by amending the 1970 Operating Agreement
between the City and HHC.  I have been following plans for this site since a demolition
project for 1727 Amsterdam was uncovered by my Harlem neighbors in 2022. While I’m
disappointed that neither my Councilmember nor BRC nor HHC made any attempt to invite
my testimony, as I have been deeply invested in the future of the 1727 Amsterdam Avenue
site and have written communications with them all, I’m proud to write to you today after
three years of working alongside concerned citizens in my neighborhood to address the serious
and illegal problems in the plan that HHC has for 1727 Amsterdam. It is the crucial reason
why the subcommittee must reject any item that places 1727 Amsterdam in the HHC operating
agreement.
 
1727 Amsterdam Avenue is currently a community health center, home to two not-for-profit
community health organizations that have been serving mainly Black and Latinx residents of
Harlem since the 1960s. These organizations currently occupy 1727 Amsterdam and offer
primary care, maternal care, dentistry and orthodontic care, radiographic services, family
planning services, a WIC site, vaccinations, gynecology, ophthalmology, podiatry, psychiatric
care for preschoolers, children, teenagers, and adults, addiction counseling, a clubhouse, and
during the heart of COVID19 pandemic provided free masks and some of the first vaccines in
the community. HHC has never provided any of these services at this site and has plans to

https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7137288&GUID=19DA0D18-C4AA-4862-B9F4-1E663A1CBCCE&Options=ID%7cText%7c&Search=LU+0238-2025












































































































Real Estate


Harlem Health Center To Be Bulldozed For Housing, Surprising
Neighbors
A prominent Harlem medical center is set to be demolished and replaced with supportive housing,
sparking fears that services could be lost.


Nick Garber, Patch Staff


Posted Thu, Sep 15, 2022 at 1:54 pm ETUpdated Mon, Sep 19, 2022 at 3:42 pm ET
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A medical center on Amsterdam Avenue and West 145th Street, home to a mental health clinic and other practices, is set to be
demolished and redeveloped as a multi-story supportive housing building. (Google Maps)


HARLEM, NY — The city's hospital system plans to demolish a prominent Hamilton


Heights medical center and replace it with a supportive housing development, stunning


some neighbors who fear it could cause a loss of health services.


Plans for redeveloping the health center, a brick building that spans a full block of


Amsterdam Avenue between West 145th and 146th streets, were detailed during a Sept. 8


meeting by Community Board 9 — organized after the appearance of dumpsters outside


the clinic sparked questions about its future.



https://www.facebook.com/CB9Manhattan/videos/3300225423590237





A representative for New York City Health + Hospitals, which controls the site, said


tentative plans call for a roughly nine-story building containing 200 apartments to be


built there. It will not include a homeless shelter, contrary to some local rumors,


officials said.


Find out what's happening in Harlemfor free with the latest updates from Patch.


Your email address


While some of the existing clinics hope to return to the future building, community


leaders say they have learned that the facilities will be squeezed into a much smaller


space and forced to pay more rent, potentially hampering their level of care.


Among those is the Emma Bowen Center, a mental health provider that has rented space


in the building for more than 35 years. Emma Bowen has secured funding to relocate a


few blocks away during construction, and is negotiating a possible return with the new


building's developers, the clinic's board chair said last week.


But some neighbors expressed outrage that they were not notified earlier about the new


development, which has been in the works since as far back as 2019, according to the


Emma Bowen representative.


"I'm a little shocked, surprised, that we were not made aware of this," community


board member Victor Edwards said during the meeting.


The board later learned that the medical centers would be relegated to just 17,000 square


feet in the new project, compared to more than 50,000 square feet in their current


building, CB9 Chair Barry Weinberg told Patch this week — an outcome that would be


difficult to square with the high demand for mental health services in the neighborhood.


Subscribe
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Deborah Brown, a senior vice president of New York City Health + Hospitals, speaks during the Sept. 8 Community Board
9 meeting. (Manhattan CB9)


The providers will also be asked to pay roughly twice their current rent, according to


Weinberg.


"We’ve concluded that that’s unacceptable," Weinberg said.


Demand "Through The Roof"


The fate of the medical center's other tenants appears mixed. Ralph K. Jackson, an


optometrist, is also discussing a potential return to the newly developed building, but


Heritage Health Care Center, a primary care clinic, has told Health + Hospitals that it


would not come back, according to Weinberg.


After this article was published, a Heritage representative told Patch that the facility has


no plans to close permanently, but instead hopes to move its services into another


building that it owns just a few blocks away.


Heritage hopes to work with the city to ensure that the neighborhood does not lose out


on any care, the representative added.







The Bowen Center has been given a move-out date of March 2023, Weinberg said.


Deborah Brown, a senior vice president at Health + Hospitals, apologized to the board


for not having revealed the project before last week's meeting, saying they had been


waiting to finalize more details before making the development public.


A priority, she said, was "ensuring that there is no diminution of services" from the


clinics.


"We are here to serve the community and we really do believe this will be good for the


community and for our patients," she said.


Developed by the nonprofit Bowery Residents' Committee, the new building would


consist mostly of permanent supportive housing for people referred by the city hospital


system, according to Miguel Guadalupe, a representative for the developers.


About 40 percent of the 200 apartments would be standard affordable housing, listed


through a city housing lottery and available to people making below 60 percent of the


area median income — roughly $56,000 for a single person, Guadalupe said. Residents


of Community District 9 would be given preference for half of those 40 units.



https://communityprofiles.planning.nyc.gov/manhattan/9





Another view of the Amsterdam Avenue medical center. (Google Maps)


Affordable and supportive housing has long been named by CB9 as among the


neighborhood's top needs, and some board members acknowledged last week that the


project would put a dent in West Harlem's shortage of affordable units — though the


board has no formal power to approve or reject it.


The new building will not include a homeless shelter, according to the presenters who


spoke last week. Misinformation circulating in the neighborhood had forced the


developers and Health + Hospitals to divulge their plans prematurely, they suggested.


"Someone decided to create facts and basically scare people," Guadalupe said, adding


that developers had planned to reveal the project by this fall.







As the development looms, an Emma Bowen representative said that no practitioners


have departed the clinic — though he was unsure whether any patients have been


turned away.


Board members were also skeptical of Brown's belief that the new development would


not need to go through the months-long ULURP review process that requires input from


the community board and local officials — normally a required step when city-owned


land is leased or sold. (Brown said Health + Hospitals only expects a single vote by the


City Council on the project's lease.)


In a statement sent after this article was published, a Health + Hospitals spokesperson


said the organization believes "that housing is fundamental to health, which is why we


are striving to use our property for permanent affordable and supportive housing."


"We intend that this will house members of the community and our patients," the


statement reads. "We will continue working diligently with the elected officials,


Community Board, and other local partners to keep them engaged about the project and


its status."


Edwin Torres, another board member who spoke during the meeting, noted that


demand for the Bowen Center's mental health services was already "through the roof"


during the pandemic, and feared that the development could compromise its mission.


"The center has a responsibility to the community," he said.


Have a Harlem news tip? Contact reporter Nick Garber at nick.garber@patch.com.


Get more local news delivered straight to your inbox. Sign up for free Patch newsletters


and alerts.
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Resource and Job Fair
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The Dying Of Swan Lake
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Breakfast
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3291 Broadway, New York, NY 10031 


(212) 864-6200 


 


June 20th, 2023 


 


 


Hon. Dr. Mitchell Katz 


President and Chief Executive Officer  


NYC Health + Hospitals Corporation 


50 Water St., Suite 1702  


New York, NY 10004 


 


Dear Dr. Katz: 


 


During its regularly-scheduled General Board Meeting held on June 15, 2023, in a hybrid in-


person and virtual format, Manhattan Community Board 9 passed the resolution below regarding 


plans put forth by New York City Health and Hospitals Corporation (HHC) and Bowery 


Residents Committee (BRC) for redeveloping the site of the Emma L. Bowen Community 


Services Center at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue on the northeast corner of West 145th Street and 


Amsterdam Avenue by unanimous consent with 43 members in attendance. 


 


I also want to personally express my frustration with the events of the past 9 months. MCB9 had 


to find out about this development from a call from a constituent in the district in late August 


2022. When we inquired with HHC as to the plans for the site, we were told "I don't think you're 


supposed to know about that yet," and it was explained that HHC had planned to brief the 


community only after the plans had been filed with the Department of Buildings. The proposed 


developers and HHC still have not conducted any outreach to the neighboring school, PS 153 


Adam Clayton Powell Jr. Elementary School, despite being urged to do so as early as September 


2022. I cannot help but feel that a more experienced affordable and supportive housing developer 


with stronger ties to the West Harlem community would not have made these mistakes.  


 


This type of secretive, years-long development process that deliberately avoids public scrutiny is 


completely unacceptable and antithetical to the processes and principles laid out in the New York 


City Charter. Had MCB9 been included in the process from the beginning, we could have 


outlined our preference for a larger building with more affordable housing units and increased 


square footage for healthcare services 3 years ago, allowing the project to have already 


completed the Uniform Land Use Review Process required for an upzoning. 
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City-owned land is a rare commodity in our district, and public subsidies for affordable housing 


are valuable and scarce. It does not make sense to waste the opportunity to use them to create as 


much housing as possible when the opportunity arises. MCB9 looks forward to being an active 


and engaged partner in coming up with a new proposal for 1727 Amsterdam Avenue that fully 


meets the community's needs for healthcare and mental health services, supportive housing, and 


affordable housing. 


 


To that end, please see the below resolution: 


 


WHEREAS on or about August 24, 2022, a member of the West Harlem community observed 


dumpsters being filled up with debris and soil samples being taken at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue 


(Manhattan Block 2060, Lot 1) and reached out to Manhattan Community Board 9 (MCB9) to 


inquire as to what was happening at the healthcare facility at that site; and 


WHEREAS MCB9 had not received notice of any proposed change in use at the site, which 


formerly housed City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH) services and offices 


and is currently home to various health providers serving the West Harlem community, including 


Heritage Health and Housing (a federally qualified health center providing primary care and 


other services), Jackson Ophthalmology group, and the Emma L. Bowen Community Service 


Center (“the Emma Bowen Center,” which provides mental health care for individuals with 


moderate to severe mental health issues, addiction treatment services, a food pantry, a daycare 


for children with special developmental and behavior needs, and which currently has a contract 


with DOHMH to provide Psychosocial Club and Behavioral Health Care Coordination at 1727 


Amsterdam Avenue); and 


WHEREAS when MCB9 asked New York City Health and Hospitals Corporation (HHC or 


“H+H”) what was happening at the site, MCB9 was told “I don’t think you’re supposed to know 


about that yet;” and 


WHEREAS MCB9 has always maintained that City agencies and other partner organizations 


like HHC can best serve the West Harlem community by working proactively with MCB9 to 


jointly develop plans before they are implemented; and 


WHEREAS MCB9 was subsequently informed in September 2022 that HHC planned to lease 


the site to Bowery Residents Committee (BRC) to be developed into a building called “Hill Top 


Apartments” with 120 supportive housing studio units and 80 affordable housing units and a unit 
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for a live-in superintendent over 159,000 square feet of residential space, with only 17,000  


square feet of space reserved for health care facilities to enable the return of the Emma L. Bowen 


Community Service Center; and 


WHEREAS MCB9 subsequently found out that HHC began this process during the 


administration of Mayor Bill DeBlasio and selected BRC to redevelop the site three years prior 


in 2019 without notifying the community or MCB9; and 


WHEREAS the current structure at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue has approximately 59,209 square 


feet of space for health care facilities; and 


WHEREAS there is a deep and growing need for community-based mental health services to 


treat sharp increases in mental health problems that have emerged before and during the COVID-


19 pandemic; and 


WHEREAS HHC and BRC informed MCB9 that the Hill Top Apartments plan does not 


envision the return of Heritage Healthcare or the primary care services they provided; and 


WHEREAS access to primary care, mental health services, and other services needs to be 


expanded in West Harlem, not curtailed; and 


WHEREAS community-based mental health services like the Emma Bowen Center were 


intended as part of the “deinstitutionalization movement” in the 1960s and 1970s to replace state 


and private psychiatric institutions and hospitals that had been documented to be severely 


mistreating individuals with mental health issues while sequestering them from society, but very 


few community-based mental health service providers were ever built and run to deal with 


individuals who would previously reside in such psychiatric institutions; and 


WHEREAS MCB9 finds the reduction of healthcare provider space in the Hill Top Apartments 


plan developed by HHC and BRC to be unacceptable, ill-advised, and counter to the needs of the 


West Harlem community; and 


WHEREAS BRC’s operations are approximately 75% homeless shelters and transitional 


housing, with less than a quarter of their operations comprising of supportive housing projects; 


and 


WHEREAS BRC has recently been the subject of investigations by the Comptroller of the City 


of New York relating to their contracts to provide homeless outreach services at Penn Station; 


and 
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WHEREAS BRC has no track record of operations in West Harlem; and 


WHEREAS both the existing structure and public plaza at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue and the 


proposed Hill Top Apartments plan lack any ground floor retail space that could provide “eyes 


on the street,” street activity, and connect the existing important retail corridor along West 145th 


Street; and 


WHEREAS the West Harlem community has proposed an alternative plan (“the community 


proposal”) that would rezone 1727 Amsterdam Avenue from its current R7A designation to an 


R8A designation, which would allow for approximately 297,792 square feet of developable 


space (not including basement or cellar space), which could be used for 20,000 square feet of 


ground floor commercial space to house retail including but not specifically a supermarket; 


40,000 square feet of healthcare facility space; and 237,000 square feet of residential space, 


which would be an increase of approximately 50% to the residential square footage on the site,  


and which also calls for BRC to be replaced or partnered with a local supportive housing 


provider with a longer track record of providing supportive housing in West Harlem; and 


WHEREAS MCB9 maintains that there is a large unmet need for additional family-sized 


apartments of 2 bedrooms and up in West Harlem, and that a disproportionate influx of studio 


apartments is not as beneficial to the community as a project with a larger number of family 


units; and  


WHEREAS when on February 13, 2023, MCB9 met with the City Department of Housing 


Preservation and Development (HPD), which administers financing for supportive housing for 


projects including the Hill Top Apartments project, to inquire whether a revision of the project 


could be made to include additional housing in line with the community proposal, HPD 


responded that they were trying to “avoid ULURP” (the Uniform Land Use Review Process) as 


it would require a longer timeframe than the Hill Top Apartments proposal that built within the 


limits of the existing R7A zoning; and 


WHEREAS MCB9 maintains that the Hill Top Apartments proposal must also go through the 


ULURP because it is a lease or disposition of land/real property owned by the City of New York, 


which means that there is no delay caused by the community proposal; and 


WHEREAS Section 197-c of the New York City Charter regarding the Uniform Land Use 


Review Process (ULURP) mandates that  
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“Except as otherwise provided in this charter, applications  by  any  person  or  agency  


for changes,   approvals,  contracts,  consents,  permits  or  authorization thereof, 


respecting the use, development or improvement of real property subject to city 


regulation shall  be  reviewed  pursuant  to  a  uniform review procedure in the following 


categories: 


… 


(10)  Sale, lease (other than the lease of office space), exchange, or other  disposition  of 


the real property of the city, including the sale or lease of land under water pursuant to 


section  sixteen  hundred  two, chapter fifteen, and other applicable provisions of law;” 


 and 


 


WHEREAS 1727 Amsterdam is owned by the City of New York while being managed and 


operated by HHC, thus making it “the real property of the city;” and 


WHEREAS the proposed lease of 1727 Amsterdam Avenue by HHC to BRC is therefore a 


“sale, lease…, exchange, or other disposition of the real property of the city,” regardless of 


whether or not the City is managing or operating the site; and 


WHEREAS the decision in Campaign to Save Our Pub. Hosps.-Queens Coalition v Giuliani, 


172 Misc 2d 893 2nd Dept 1997, declared that “the subleasing of HHC facilities requires the 


application of ULURP and the approval of the Council” and further declared that “the sublease 


of CIH [Coney Island Hospital, an HHC facility] to PHYS-NY [a third-party nonprofit operator] 


constitutes an ultra vires act and violates the HHC Act,” findings that were upheld by the New 


York Court of Appeals on March 30, 1999 in Council of the City of New York v. Giuliani, 99 NY 


Int. 0041, where the Court of Appeals ruled, “HHC must continue to fulfill its statutory mission 


within the confines of its powers and purposes as established by its enabling legislation;” and 


WHEREAS the proposed Hill Top Apartments project and its requisite lease to BRC has not 


gone through the ULURP as mandated by the New York City Charter; and 


WHEREAS a title search for 1727 Amsterdam Avenue performed by ProNational Title Agency 


on December 12, 2022 confirmed that the owner of 1727 Amsterdam Avenue is the City of New 


York; and 


WHEREAS HHC knows that the City owns 1727 Amsterdam, having recorded in the minutes 


of its Thursday, April 24, 2014 meeting of the HHC Board of Directors (the April 2014 minutes) 


that Mr. Jeremy Berman, at the time the Deputy Counsel in HHC’s Office of Legal Affairs, 


stated, “This is a building which is owned by the City of New York and was built in the early  
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1970s and for the purpose of housing DOH [DOHMH] programs of a community-based health 


care provider;” and 


WHEREAS prior to the April 24, 2014 minutes, HHC explained the history of the 1727 


Amsterdam Avenue’s ownership and control on September 12, 2013 in a resolution (the 


September 2013 resolution) before the Capital Committee of the HHC Board of Directors, noting 


“WHEREAS, in the mid 1970’s the Building, consisting of four floors totaling 


approximately 59,000 square feet plus a basement, was jointly constructed by the 


Corporation and the City of New York (the “City”) to serve as a primary care facility to 


be operated by the Corporation but the fiscal crisis left both the City and the Corporation 


without funds to develop and operate such a program; and 


 


WHEREAS, to make use of the Building, the City licensed approximately half to 


Washington Heights-West Harlem-Inwood Mental Health Council, Inc. (“Council”) for 


the operation of a community mental health center which evolved in subsequent years 


into a license of the entire Building with the balance being used for an ambulatory care 


facility both of which were financed largely by City Medicaid and other City funds; and 


 


WHEREAS, although the Corporation had no program at the Building, it was drawn into 


being its manager and administrator due to the original (though aborted) plans and 


intentions of the planners and builders of the Building; and 


… 


WHEREAS, since the late 1980’s the Corporation has endeavored, without success, to 


withdraw from any role with the Building given its tangential relationship to the 


Corporation [emphasis added] thereby leaving the Corporation with the burden of 


operating the Building through Harlem Hospital Center, collecting the license fees from 


the occupants of the building and supporting the deficit at which the Building operates;”  


 


Thereby demonstrating that HHC knows that it does not own the building, even though it has the 


responsibility of operating and maintaining the building; and 


WHEREAS on July 20, 2022, Jeremy Berman, the Deputy Counsel to HHC, swore in an 


affidavit (the July 2022 affidavit) that “H+H has jurisdiction over the property known as 1727 


Amsterdam Avenue, New York, NY (the ‘Property’ [emphasis original]) which is owned by the 


City of New York (the “City” [emphasis original])” in order to “facilitate BRC’s filings of the  


necessary applications for building permits for the Property with the City Buildings Department” 


by authorizing BRC to make such filings on behalf of HHC; and 


WHEREAS all of the above-referenced documents (the September 2013 resolution, the April 


2014 minutes, and the July 2022 affidavit) indicates that while HHC may operate the building, 


they know that it is the real property of the City of New York and a site at which City-funded 
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services are provided and which City capital funds have been used to construct and upgrade, 


which makes it subject to the ULURP; and 


WHEREAS given that HHC knows or ought to know that they are required to go through the 


ULURP when leasing and redeveloping the 1727 Amsterdam Avenue site because MCB9 raised 


the issue with HHC during MCB9’s September 8th, 2022 Executive Committee meeting and 


then again in a meeting with Deputy Counsel Jeremy Berman and others from HHC and BRC in 


a September 29, 2022 meeting titled by HHC as “ULURP with Manhattan CB9”; and 


WHEREAS HPD, being a City agency, knows or ought to know that lease and redevelopment 


of the City-owned site at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue is required to go through the ULURP; and 


WHEREAS DOB, being a City agency, knows or ought to know that they should not issue 


permits for construction on the City-owned site at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue by a third party to 


whom an affidavit has been sworn that is intended to be a lessee of the City-owned real property 


without that property first going through the ULURP; and 


WHEREAS MCB9 definitely knows that the relevant parties must go through ULURP when 


leasing and redeveloping City-owned real property because we have read the New York City 


Charter; and 


WHEREAS while MCB9 is not a law firm or law enforcement agency, MCB9 believes that 


violating the New York City Charter Section 197-c exposes the City, HHC, and BRC to lawsuits 


or other legal action; and 


WHEREAS the proposed HHC and BRC project at 1727 Amsterdam is using public land owned 


by the City of New York and public financing from both supportive housing funding 


mechanisms and bonds from the Housing Development Corporation (HDC) to advance a project 


that does not maximize the public benefit in that it does not build enough housing and reduces 


healthcare services in West Harlem; and 


 


WHEREAS on the West Harlem community values the preservation of landmarks and the 


importance of maintaining the character of our neighborhood; and 


WHEREAS the redevelopment of the block at 1727 Amsterdam presents an opportunity to 


create a beacon of architectural excellence and cultural significance; and 


WHEREAS it is essential to prioritize the inclusion of fine renderings that showcase the 


building as a jewel on the hill, reflecting its historic and cultural signature rather than a generic 
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design; and 


WHEREAS the consideration of lighting, facade design, plaza design, and visible artwork at 


1727 Amsterdam should be culturally and historically appropriate, adding to the overall aesthetic 


and appeal of the community; and 


WHEREAS the local community has expressed a preference that the entrance the residences be 


placed on West 145th Street, instead of Amsterdam Avenue or West 146th Street; and 


WHEREAS our community is committed to ensuring a healthy environment and managing air  


quality concerns and prefers any new residential construction be of non-smoking buildings with 


discrete and dedicated outdoor spaces for smoking that do not push smokers to adjacent 


properties; and 


WHEREAS conducting comprehensive environmental assessments and seeking input from the 


established community is crucial to address potential air toxicity and mitigate any adverse 


effects; and 


WHEREAS our community recognizes the need to balance population growth with the 


availability of essential services; and 


WHEREAS it is important to provide housing for our current and long-time residents; and 


WHEREAS our community is deeply appreciative of the medical and clinic facilities, such as 


the Emma Bowen Community Center, the Jackson Center of Ophthalmology, Heritage Health 


and Housing, Inc., and occasional City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene services 


provided over the years at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue, which have been instrumental in 


eradicating health disparities and providing high-quality care; and 


WHEREAS the facilities mentioned above have demonstrated proficiency, stability, patient 


preference, and an array of expertise and resources, contributing significantly to the well-being 


of our community; and 


WHEREAS concerns have been raised by both MCB9 and the general public in West Harlem  


about the lack of transparency and community involvement in the decision-making process for 


the redevelopment of 1727 Amsterdam Avenue, and there is a strong desire to reevaluate the 


current plan and engage in meaningful public discussion; 


THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Manhattan Community Board 9 calls on HHC, HPD, 


and all other City agencies and relevant partners to cease the illegal circumvention of the 
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Uniform Land Use Review Process at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue and submit any proposed lease 


or other disposition of the site through the ULURP; and 


THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that MCB9 calls upon the administration of 


Mayor Eric Adams to abort this unnecessary and illegal redevelopment plan concocted by the 


administration of former Mayor Bill de Blasio and instead support the plan put forth by the West 


Harlem community to generate 50% more housing at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue while 


expanding the mental health services at that site; and 


THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that MCB9 expresses its most severe 


disquietude with regards to the legal risk to which HPD, HHC, and BRC are exposing the City 


by illegally circumventing the ULURP and thus inviting Article 78 proceedings or other legal 


challenges to the HHC and BRC project; and 


THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that MCB9 urges HDC to confirm that their financial plans 


for any bonds related to 1727 Amsterdam Avenue account for the additional time that the 


ULURP may add to the project compared to if the project were developed as-of-right on private 


property; and 


THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that MCB9 supports the community plan as an 


alternative to the HHC and BRC plan and urges HHC and the City to revise the redevelopment 


plans for 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to address the community's concerns and needs around  


affordable housing, healthcare and mental health services, and an active retail streetscape at the 


site; and 


THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that MCB9 urges the City and HHC to ensure 


that the new blueprint for the redevelopment of 1727 Amsterdam Avenue is done with an R8A 


zoning designation that allows for the inclusion in the project of the same square footage 


required to accommodate the existing and necessary community services while creating 50% 


more housing than what is planned under the Hill Top Apartments proposal put forth by HHC 


and BRC by an estimated 78,000 square feet be embraced by HHC and the City; and 


THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that MCB9 urgest the City and HHC to either 


select as a development partner for or as a replacement for BRC a different developer with 


extensive experience in developing supportive housing and/or affordable housing in West 


Harlem; and 
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THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the refined blueprint for 1727 Amsterdam 


Avenue must ensure adequate space, staffing, and equipment for the facilities mentioned earlier, 


enabling them to continue their essential functions and serve the community effectively; and 


THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the community must actively participate 


in the process to refine the proposal for 1727 Amsterdam Avenue, providing input on design 


elements, cultural appropriateness, and the integration of artwork that reflects the history and 


heritage of our neighborhood, including moving the entrance of the residences to West 145th 


Street; and 


THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that MCB9 urges HHC, the City DOHMH, 


and other relevant parties to conduct a health needs assessment of Manhattan Community 


District 9 to understand the needed amount of primary care services, mental health services, and  


other relevant services to ensure that the project at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue provides adequate 


capacity for those services in a non-smoking building; and 


THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that efforts be made to balance population 


growth with the availability of services, including the City’s Behavioral Health Emergency 


Assistance Response Division (B-HEARD) service, ensuring that the redevelopment of 1727 


Amsterdam Avenue contributes to a sustainable population-to-services ratio; and 


THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that MCB9 calls on HHC and the City to 


conduct comprehensive environmental assessments, and their findings be shared with the 


community, allowing for collaborative efforts to mitigate any potential air toxicity concerns and; 


and 


THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that future decision-making processes 


regarding the redevelopment of community landmarks and facilities must prioritize transparency, 


public engagement, partnership with MCB9, and the inclusion of town hall meetings to gather  


input and address community concerns so that no further obviously inadequate and harmful 


proposals that underutilize public land and public subsidies while attempting to illegally avoid 


the Uniform Land Use Review Process do not emerge into the public view by accident after 3  


years of secretive planning that excluded the general community and Manhattan Community 


Board 9, the official City body designated to represent West Harlem. 
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Please feel free to contact Manhattan Community Board 9 at our offices at 3291 Broadway, New 


York, NY 10031 by calling (212) 864-6200 or by emailing our District Manager Eutha Prince at 


eprince@cb9m.org. 


 


 


Sincerely, 


 
 


Barry Weinberg 


Chair 


Manhattan Community Board 9 


barryjweinberg@gmail.com 


(212) 864-6200 
 
 


cc:  Hon. Eric Adams, Mayor  


       Hon. Brad Lander, NYC Comptroller 


       Hon. Public Advocate Jumaane Williams  


       Hon. Council Speaker Adrienne Adams 


       Hon. Maria Torres-Springer, Deputy Mayor 


       Hon. Mark Levine, Manhattan Borough President  


       Hon. Adolfo Carrio, Commissioner of Housing Preservation and Development 


       Hon. Daniel Garodnick, Commissioner of City Planning 


       Hon. Eric Enderlin, President, New York City Housing Development Corporation 


       Hon. Adriano Espaillat, Member of Congress 


       Hon. Cordell Cleare, New York State Senate 


       Hon. Robert Jackson, State Senator  


       Hon. Daniel J. O’Donnell, Assembly Member  


       Hon. Inez Dickens, Assembly Member  


       Hon. Al Taylor, Assembly Member  


       Hon. Shaun Abreu, City Council Member  


       Hon. Kristin Richardson-Jordan, City Council Member 


       Hon. Mercedes Narcisse, City Council Member, Chair of Committee on Hospitals 


       Hon. Rafael Salamanca, Jr., City Council Member, Chair of Committee on Land Use 


       Hon. Gale Brewer, City Council Member, Chair of Committee on Oversight and 


Investigations 


       Hon. Marquis Harrison, Chair, Manhattan Community Board 10 


       Hon. Katherine Diaz, Chair, Manhattan Community Board 12 


       The Board of Directors of the New York City Health and Hospitals Corporation 


       The Community Advisory Board of Harlem Hospital 


       The Board of Directors of the New York City Housing Development Corporation 


       Mr. Zead Ramadan, Executive Director, West Harlem Development Corporation 


       Mr. Muzzy Rosenblatt, Executive Director, Bowery Residents Corporation 
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evict one of the healthcare organizations in order to then demolish the health center
completely. In the wake of the distress, heartache, and loss that resulted from COVID19
pandemic, community members and the community health providers themselves learned of the
HHC plan to shutter the site.
 
But their plan has a major problem. The plot of land at block 2060 lot 1 in Manhattan is City-
owned. It has never been a site of HHC services and is not in the original operating agreement
between the City and HHC. As a result, this land is real property of New York City subject
section 197-c of the City Charter land disposition procedure, the Uniform Land Use Review
Process (ULURP). The effort by HHC to amend its operating agreement to include 1727
Amsterdam is illegal, but it is also wrong because it attempts to circumvent ULURP in order
to avoid giving the community a clear understanding of its consequences. Because HHC does
not and has never offered healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue, this site cannot be
included in the operating agreement, which only pertains to sites where HHC operates and
provides healthcare services. Furthermore, the second article of the operating agreement of
1970 stipulates that all services currently offered by HHC at any of its sites must continue to
be offered and operated by HHC in order to maintain the terms of the agreement. The plan by
HHC is to terminate neighborhood healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam by evicting the
community health providers, directly countering this article of the operating agreement while
also indicating a key element of the current operating structure of 1727 Amsterdam and its
relationship to the community.
 
In 1978 the Arthur C. Logan Memorial Hospital located on Convent Avenue less than a mile
away from 1727 Amsterdam permanently closed, leaving Harlem and Northern Manhattan
bereft of its historic and vital medical services. That same year a group of organized and
dedicated Black and Latinx residents in Harlem succeeded in their efforts to open the City-
built community healthcare clinic located at 1727 Amsterdam. They were successful in part
because of the closure of Logan and in part because their pressure on State and Federal
politicians provided them with extra-municipal funds to open and operate the City-built site.
Led by the Selma, Mississippi-born William Hatcher, the community organization had been
working since 1968 to open the site, and in 1978 was granted a lease by the City of New York,
months after the closing of Logan. Today, the two healthcare operators at 1727 Amsterdam
were both founded by Hatcher, and their center is a beacon of hope and health in West
Harlem, providing essential care for the poorest and neediest in our community, where 20% of
households earn under $15,000 per year and the longstanding racial, economic, and health
divides of the war on drugs today live on.
 
My neighbors—an immigrant Spanish-speaking family of six from the Dominican Republic,



among them—lost their primary care physicians in 2022 because of this plan. These doctors,
who slowly earned the trust of this family over years, left to find more stable employment
once plans to vacate and demolish the site were made public by HHC in 2022. Under the plan,
I myself will lose the services of Dr. Ralph K. Jackson, who began serving Harlem as an
ophthalmologist in the 1970s, providing vision to generations of Harlemites in a committed
service that Dr. Jackson has told me would end with the closure of the site. These losses are by
no means may trivial—especially to me—but pale in comparison to what the loss in services
will mean for addicts in recovery and those losing services who experience severe mental
illness and psychiatric distress.
 
By giving control of 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC, item LU 0238-2025 will only
exacerbate current healthcare problems in our community, comprising the health of its
members and its future. The amendment’s inclusion is also a formal attempt to avoid the
ULURP due process as developments in the HHC operating agreement are subject to much
less scrutiny and absolutely no community input. I urge the subcommittee to investigate my
claims by reading the articles attached and the operating agreement. I urge the subcommittee
to refuse to pass any item that would transfer 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC in order to be
shuttered and demolished. To do the opposite would show a clear disregard for the health of
Harlem residents and contempt for community efforts to drive development that promotes
health, economic growth, housing, and a vision for the community that coheres with its history
and addresses its most pressing needs.
 
Finally, I have viewed the recording of the February 26, 2025 Landmarks, Public Sitings, and
Dispositions subcommittee hearing with Maidel de la Cruz, Jeremy Berman, and Leora
Jonteff, all at HHC. I have attended meetings with all three in the past. At these meetings, my
neighbors made clear losses of healthcare at the site and warned about further future losses. So
when de la de la Cruz told Councilmember Marte during the subcommittee hearing that no
losses of healthcare would occur at any of these sites she was lying. I will let the New York
City Council decide how to address de la Cruz’s lying under oath, though I will be referring
the matter to the offices of Investigation and Inspectors General.
The subcommittee has a critical opportunity to stymie further healthcare losses and promote
the vitality of West Harlem and the City despite this travesty of a hearing—I urge its
members to take it.
 
Thank you to Chair Hanks and subcommittee members,
 
Andrés Olmedo Orejuela
 

https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7137288&GUID=19DA0D18-C4AA-4862-B9F4-1E663A1CBCCE&Options=ID%7cText%7c&Search=LU+0238-2025






















































Real Estate

Harlem Health Center To Be Bulldozed For Housing, Surprising
Neighbors
A prominent Harlem medical center is set to be demolished and replaced with supportive housing,
sparking fears that services could be lost.

Nick Garber, Patch Staff
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A medical center on Amsterdam Avenue and West 145th Street, home to a mental health clinic and other practices, is set to be
demolished and redeveloped as a multi-story supportive housing building. (Google Maps)

HARLEM, NY — The city's hospital system plans to demolish a prominent Hamilton

Heights medical center and replace it with a supportive housing development, stunning

some neighbors who fear it could cause a loss of health services.

Plans for redeveloping the health center, a brick building that spans a full block of

Amsterdam Avenue between West 145th and 146th streets, were detailed during a Sept. 8

meeting by Community Board 9 — organized after the appearance of dumpsters outside

the clinic sparked questions about its future.

https://www.facebook.com/CB9Manhattan/videos/3300225423590237


A representative for New York City Health + Hospitals, which controls the site, said

tentative plans call for a roughly nine-story building containing 200 apartments to be

built there. It will not include a homeless shelter, contrary to some local rumors,

officials said.

Find out what's happening in Harlemfor free with the latest updates from Patch.

Your email address

While some of the existing clinics hope to return to the future building, community

leaders say they have learned that the facilities will be squeezed into a much smaller

space and forced to pay more rent, potentially hampering their level of care.

Among those is the Emma Bowen Center, a mental health provider that has rented space

in the building for more than 35 years. Emma Bowen has secured funding to relocate a

few blocks away during construction, and is negotiating a possible return with the new

building's developers, the clinic's board chair said last week.

But some neighbors expressed outrage that they were not notified earlier about the new

development, which has been in the works since as far back as 2019, according to the

Emma Bowen representative.

"I'm a little shocked, surprised, that we were not made aware of this," community

board member Victor Edwards said during the meeting.

The board later learned that the medical centers would be relegated to just 17,000 square

feet in the new project, compared to more than 50,000 square feet in their current

building, CB9 Chair Barry Weinberg told Patch this week — an outcome that would be

difficult to square with the high demand for mental health services in the neighborhood.

Subscribe

https://bowencsc.org/


Deborah Brown, a senior vice president of New York City Health + Hospitals, speaks during the Sept. 8 Community Board
9 meeting. (Manhattan CB9)

The providers will also be asked to pay roughly twice their current rent, according to

Weinberg.

"We’ve concluded that that’s unacceptable," Weinberg said.

Demand "Through The Roof"

The fate of the medical center's other tenants appears mixed. Ralph K. Jackson, an

optometrist, is also discussing a potential return to the newly developed building, but

Heritage Health Care Center, a primary care clinic, has told Health + Hospitals that it

would not come back, according to Weinberg.

After this article was published, a Heritage representative told Patch that the facility has

no plans to close permanently, but instead hopes to move its services into another

building that it owns just a few blocks away.

Heritage hopes to work with the city to ensure that the neighborhood does not lose out

on any care, the representative added.



The Bowen Center has been given a move-out date of March 2023, Weinberg said.

Deborah Brown, a senior vice president at Health + Hospitals, apologized to the board

for not having revealed the project before last week's meeting, saying they had been

waiting to finalize more details before making the development public.

A priority, she said, was "ensuring that there is no diminution of services" from the

clinics.

"We are here to serve the community and we really do believe this will be good for the

community and for our patients," she said.

Developed by the nonprofit Bowery Residents' Committee, the new building would

consist mostly of permanent supportive housing for people referred by the city hospital

system, according to Miguel Guadalupe, a representative for the developers.

About 40 percent of the 200 apartments would be standard affordable housing, listed

through a city housing lottery and available to people making below 60 percent of the

area median income — roughly $56,000 for a single person, Guadalupe said. Residents

of Community District 9 would be given preference for half of those 40 units.

https://communityprofiles.planning.nyc.gov/manhattan/9


Another view of the Amsterdam Avenue medical center. (Google Maps)

Affordable and supportive housing has long been named by CB9 as among the

neighborhood's top needs, and some board members acknowledged last week that the

project would put a dent in West Harlem's shortage of affordable units — though the

board has no formal power to approve or reject it.

The new building will not include a homeless shelter, according to the presenters who

spoke last week. Misinformation circulating in the neighborhood had forced the

developers and Health + Hospitals to divulge their plans prematurely, they suggested.

"Someone decided to create facts and basically scare people," Guadalupe said, adding

that developers had planned to reveal the project by this fall.



As the development looms, an Emma Bowen representative said that no practitioners

have departed the clinic — though he was unsure whether any patients have been

turned away.

Board members were also skeptical of Brown's belief that the new development would

not need to go through the months-long ULURP review process that requires input from

the community board and local officials — normally a required step when city-owned

land is leased or sold. (Brown said Health + Hospitals only expects a single vote by the

City Council on the project's lease.)

In a statement sent after this article was published, a Health + Hospitals spokesperson

said the organization believes "that housing is fundamental to health, which is why we

are striving to use our property for permanent affordable and supportive housing."

"We intend that this will house members of the community and our patients," the

statement reads. "We will continue working diligently with the elected officials,

Community Board, and other local partners to keep them engaged about the project and

its status."

Edwin Torres, another board member who spoke during the meeting, noted that

demand for the Bowen Center's mental health services was already "through the roof"

during the pandemic, and feared that the development could compromise its mission.

"The center has a responsibility to the community," he said.

Have a Harlem news tip? Contact reporter Nick Garber at nick.garber@patch.com.

Get more local news delivered straight to your inbox. Sign up for free Patch newsletters

and alerts.
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3291 Broadway, New York, NY 10031 

(212) 864-6200 

 

June 20th, 2023 

 

 

Hon. Dr. Mitchell Katz 

President and Chief Executive Officer  

NYC Health + Hospitals Corporation 

50 Water St., Suite 1702  

New York, NY 10004 

 

Dear Dr. Katz: 

 

During its regularly-scheduled General Board Meeting held on June 15, 2023, in a hybrid in-

person and virtual format, Manhattan Community Board 9 passed the resolution below regarding 

plans put forth by New York City Health and Hospitals Corporation (HHC) and Bowery 

Residents Committee (BRC) for redeveloping the site of the Emma L. Bowen Community 

Services Center at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue on the northeast corner of West 145th Street and 

Amsterdam Avenue by unanimous consent with 43 members in attendance. 

 

I also want to personally express my frustration with the events of the past 9 months. MCB9 had 

to find out about this development from a call from a constituent in the district in late August 

2022. When we inquired with HHC as to the plans for the site, we were told "I don't think you're 

supposed to know about that yet," and it was explained that HHC had planned to brief the 

community only after the plans had been filed with the Department of Buildings. The proposed 

developers and HHC still have not conducted any outreach to the neighboring school, PS 153 

Adam Clayton Powell Jr. Elementary School, despite being urged to do so as early as September 

2022. I cannot help but feel that a more experienced affordable and supportive housing developer 

with stronger ties to the West Harlem community would not have made these mistakes.  

 

This type of secretive, years-long development process that deliberately avoids public scrutiny is 

completely unacceptable and antithetical to the processes and principles laid out in the New York 

City Charter. Had MCB9 been included in the process from the beginning, we could have 

outlined our preference for a larger building with more affordable housing units and increased 

square footage for healthcare services 3 years ago, allowing the project to have already 

completed the Uniform Land Use Review Process required for an upzoning. 
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City-owned land is a rare commodity in our district, and public subsidies for affordable housing 

are valuable and scarce. It does not make sense to waste the opportunity to use them to create as 

much housing as possible when the opportunity arises. MCB9 looks forward to being an active 

and engaged partner in coming up with a new proposal for 1727 Amsterdam Avenue that fully 

meets the community's needs for healthcare and mental health services, supportive housing, and 

affordable housing. 

 

To that end, please see the below resolution: 

 

WHEREAS on or about August 24, 2022, a member of the West Harlem community observed 

dumpsters being filled up with debris and soil samples being taken at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue 

(Manhattan Block 2060, Lot 1) and reached out to Manhattan Community Board 9 (MCB9) to 

inquire as to what was happening at the healthcare facility at that site; and 

WHEREAS MCB9 had not received notice of any proposed change in use at the site, which 

formerly housed City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH) services and offices 

and is currently home to various health providers serving the West Harlem community, including 

Heritage Health and Housing (a federally qualified health center providing primary care and 

other services), Jackson Ophthalmology group, and the Emma L. Bowen Community Service 

Center (“the Emma Bowen Center,” which provides mental health care for individuals with 

moderate to severe mental health issues, addiction treatment services, a food pantry, a daycare 

for children with special developmental and behavior needs, and which currently has a contract 

with DOHMH to provide Psychosocial Club and Behavioral Health Care Coordination at 1727 

Amsterdam Avenue); and 

WHEREAS when MCB9 asked New York City Health and Hospitals Corporation (HHC or 

“H+H”) what was happening at the site, MCB9 was told “I don’t think you’re supposed to know 

about that yet;” and 

WHEREAS MCB9 has always maintained that City agencies and other partner organizations 

like HHC can best serve the West Harlem community by working proactively with MCB9 to 

jointly develop plans before they are implemented; and 

WHEREAS MCB9 was subsequently informed in September 2022 that HHC planned to lease 

the site to Bowery Residents Committee (BRC) to be developed into a building called “Hill Top 

Apartments” with 120 supportive housing studio units and 80 affordable housing units and a unit 
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for a live-in superintendent over 159,000 square feet of residential space, with only 17,000  

square feet of space reserved for health care facilities to enable the return of the Emma L. Bowen 

Community Service Center; and 

WHEREAS MCB9 subsequently found out that HHC began this process during the 

administration of Mayor Bill DeBlasio and selected BRC to redevelop the site three years prior 

in 2019 without notifying the community or MCB9; and 

WHEREAS the current structure at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue has approximately 59,209 square 

feet of space for health care facilities; and 

WHEREAS there is a deep and growing need for community-based mental health services to 

treat sharp increases in mental health problems that have emerged before and during the COVID-

19 pandemic; and 

WHEREAS HHC and BRC informed MCB9 that the Hill Top Apartments plan does not 

envision the return of Heritage Healthcare or the primary care services they provided; and 

WHEREAS access to primary care, mental health services, and other services needs to be 

expanded in West Harlem, not curtailed; and 

WHEREAS community-based mental health services like the Emma Bowen Center were 

intended as part of the “deinstitutionalization movement” in the 1960s and 1970s to replace state 

and private psychiatric institutions and hospitals that had been documented to be severely 

mistreating individuals with mental health issues while sequestering them from society, but very 

few community-based mental health service providers were ever built and run to deal with 

individuals who would previously reside in such psychiatric institutions; and 

WHEREAS MCB9 finds the reduction of healthcare provider space in the Hill Top Apartments 

plan developed by HHC and BRC to be unacceptable, ill-advised, and counter to the needs of the 

West Harlem community; and 

WHEREAS BRC’s operations are approximately 75% homeless shelters and transitional 

housing, with less than a quarter of their operations comprising of supportive housing projects; 

and 

WHEREAS BRC has recently been the subject of investigations by the Comptroller of the City 

of New York relating to their contracts to provide homeless outreach services at Penn Station; 

and 
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WHEREAS BRC has no track record of operations in West Harlem; and 

WHEREAS both the existing structure and public plaza at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue and the 

proposed Hill Top Apartments plan lack any ground floor retail space that could provide “eyes 

on the street,” street activity, and connect the existing important retail corridor along West 145th 

Street; and 

WHEREAS the West Harlem community has proposed an alternative plan (“the community 

proposal”) that would rezone 1727 Amsterdam Avenue from its current R7A designation to an 

R8A designation, which would allow for approximately 297,792 square feet of developable 

space (not including basement or cellar space), which could be used for 20,000 square feet of 

ground floor commercial space to house retail including but not specifically a supermarket; 

40,000 square feet of healthcare facility space; and 237,000 square feet of residential space, 

which would be an increase of approximately 50% to the residential square footage on the site,  

and which also calls for BRC to be replaced or partnered with a local supportive housing 

provider with a longer track record of providing supportive housing in West Harlem; and 

WHEREAS MCB9 maintains that there is a large unmet need for additional family-sized 

apartments of 2 bedrooms and up in West Harlem, and that a disproportionate influx of studio 

apartments is not as beneficial to the community as a project with a larger number of family 

units; and  

WHEREAS when on February 13, 2023, MCB9 met with the City Department of Housing 

Preservation and Development (HPD), which administers financing for supportive housing for 

projects including the Hill Top Apartments project, to inquire whether a revision of the project 

could be made to include additional housing in line with the community proposal, HPD 

responded that they were trying to “avoid ULURP” (the Uniform Land Use Review Process) as 

it would require a longer timeframe than the Hill Top Apartments proposal that built within the 

limits of the existing R7A zoning; and 

WHEREAS MCB9 maintains that the Hill Top Apartments proposal must also go through the 

ULURP because it is a lease or disposition of land/real property owned by the City of New York, 

which means that there is no delay caused by the community proposal; and 

WHEREAS Section 197-c of the New York City Charter regarding the Uniform Land Use 

Review Process (ULURP) mandates that  
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“Except as otherwise provided in this charter, applications  by  any  person  or  agency  

for changes,   approvals,  contracts,  consents,  permits  or  authorization thereof, 

respecting the use, development or improvement of real property subject to city 

regulation shall  be  reviewed  pursuant  to  a  uniform review procedure in the following 

categories: 

… 

(10)  Sale, lease (other than the lease of office space), exchange, or other  disposition  of 

the real property of the city, including the sale or lease of land under water pursuant to 

section  sixteen  hundred  two, chapter fifteen, and other applicable provisions of law;” 

 and 

 

WHEREAS 1727 Amsterdam is owned by the City of New York while being managed and 

operated by HHC, thus making it “the real property of the city;” and 

WHEREAS the proposed lease of 1727 Amsterdam Avenue by HHC to BRC is therefore a 

“sale, lease…, exchange, or other disposition of the real property of the city,” regardless of 

whether or not the City is managing or operating the site; and 

WHEREAS the decision in Campaign to Save Our Pub. Hosps.-Queens Coalition v Giuliani, 

172 Misc 2d 893 2nd Dept 1997, declared that “the subleasing of HHC facilities requires the 

application of ULURP and the approval of the Council” and further declared that “the sublease 

of CIH [Coney Island Hospital, an HHC facility] to PHYS-NY [a third-party nonprofit operator] 

constitutes an ultra vires act and violates the HHC Act,” findings that were upheld by the New 

York Court of Appeals on March 30, 1999 in Council of the City of New York v. Giuliani, 99 NY 

Int. 0041, where the Court of Appeals ruled, “HHC must continue to fulfill its statutory mission 

within the confines of its powers and purposes as established by its enabling legislation;” and 

WHEREAS the proposed Hill Top Apartments project and its requisite lease to BRC has not 

gone through the ULURP as mandated by the New York City Charter; and 

WHEREAS a title search for 1727 Amsterdam Avenue performed by ProNational Title Agency 

on December 12, 2022 confirmed that the owner of 1727 Amsterdam Avenue is the City of New 

York; and 

WHEREAS HHC knows that the City owns 1727 Amsterdam, having recorded in the minutes 

of its Thursday, April 24, 2014 meeting of the HHC Board of Directors (the April 2014 minutes) 

that Mr. Jeremy Berman, at the time the Deputy Counsel in HHC’s Office of Legal Affairs, 

stated, “This is a building which is owned by the City of New York and was built in the early  
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1970s and for the purpose of housing DOH [DOHMH] programs of a community-based health 

care provider;” and 

WHEREAS prior to the April 24, 2014 minutes, HHC explained the history of the 1727 

Amsterdam Avenue’s ownership and control on September 12, 2013 in a resolution (the 

September 2013 resolution) before the Capital Committee of the HHC Board of Directors, noting 

“WHEREAS, in the mid 1970’s the Building, consisting of four floors totaling 

approximately 59,000 square feet plus a basement, was jointly constructed by the 

Corporation and the City of New York (the “City”) to serve as a primary care facility to 

be operated by the Corporation but the fiscal crisis left both the City and the Corporation 

without funds to develop and operate such a program; and 

 

WHEREAS, to make use of the Building, the City licensed approximately half to 

Washington Heights-West Harlem-Inwood Mental Health Council, Inc. (“Council”) for 

the operation of a community mental health center which evolved in subsequent years 

into a license of the entire Building with the balance being used for an ambulatory care 

facility both of which were financed largely by City Medicaid and other City funds; and 

 

WHEREAS, although the Corporation had no program at the Building, it was drawn into 

being its manager and administrator due to the original (though aborted) plans and 

intentions of the planners and builders of the Building; and 

… 

WHEREAS, since the late 1980’s the Corporation has endeavored, without success, to 

withdraw from any role with the Building given its tangential relationship to the 

Corporation [emphasis added] thereby leaving the Corporation with the burden of 

operating the Building through Harlem Hospital Center, collecting the license fees from 

the occupants of the building and supporting the deficit at which the Building operates;”  

 

Thereby demonstrating that HHC knows that it does not own the building, even though it has the 

responsibility of operating and maintaining the building; and 

WHEREAS on July 20, 2022, Jeremy Berman, the Deputy Counsel to HHC, swore in an 

affidavit (the July 2022 affidavit) that “H+H has jurisdiction over the property known as 1727 

Amsterdam Avenue, New York, NY (the ‘Property’ [emphasis original]) which is owned by the 

City of New York (the “City” [emphasis original])” in order to “facilitate BRC’s filings of the  

necessary applications for building permits for the Property with the City Buildings Department” 

by authorizing BRC to make such filings on behalf of HHC; and 

WHEREAS all of the above-referenced documents (the September 2013 resolution, the April 

2014 minutes, and the July 2022 affidavit) indicates that while HHC may operate the building, 

they know that it is the real property of the City of New York and a site at which City-funded 
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services are provided and which City capital funds have been used to construct and upgrade, 

which makes it subject to the ULURP; and 

WHEREAS given that HHC knows or ought to know that they are required to go through the 

ULURP when leasing and redeveloping the 1727 Amsterdam Avenue site because MCB9 raised 

the issue with HHC during MCB9’s September 8th, 2022 Executive Committee meeting and 

then again in a meeting with Deputy Counsel Jeremy Berman and others from HHC and BRC in 

a September 29, 2022 meeting titled by HHC as “ULURP with Manhattan CB9”; and 

WHEREAS HPD, being a City agency, knows or ought to know that lease and redevelopment 

of the City-owned site at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue is required to go through the ULURP; and 

WHEREAS DOB, being a City agency, knows or ought to know that they should not issue 

permits for construction on the City-owned site at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue by a third party to 

whom an affidavit has been sworn that is intended to be a lessee of the City-owned real property 

without that property first going through the ULURP; and 

WHEREAS MCB9 definitely knows that the relevant parties must go through ULURP when 

leasing and redeveloping City-owned real property because we have read the New York City 

Charter; and 

WHEREAS while MCB9 is not a law firm or law enforcement agency, MCB9 believes that 

violating the New York City Charter Section 197-c exposes the City, HHC, and BRC to lawsuits 

or other legal action; and 

WHEREAS the proposed HHC and BRC project at 1727 Amsterdam is using public land owned 

by the City of New York and public financing from both supportive housing funding 

mechanisms and bonds from the Housing Development Corporation (HDC) to advance a project 

that does not maximize the public benefit in that it does not build enough housing and reduces 

healthcare services in West Harlem; and 

 

WHEREAS on the West Harlem community values the preservation of landmarks and the 

importance of maintaining the character of our neighborhood; and 

WHEREAS the redevelopment of the block at 1727 Amsterdam presents an opportunity to 

create a beacon of architectural excellence and cultural significance; and 

WHEREAS it is essential to prioritize the inclusion of fine renderings that showcase the 

building as a jewel on the hill, reflecting its historic and cultural signature rather than a generic 
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design; and 

WHEREAS the consideration of lighting, facade design, plaza design, and visible artwork at 

1727 Amsterdam should be culturally and historically appropriate, adding to the overall aesthetic 

and appeal of the community; and 

WHEREAS the local community has expressed a preference that the entrance the residences be 

placed on West 145th Street, instead of Amsterdam Avenue or West 146th Street; and 

WHEREAS our community is committed to ensuring a healthy environment and managing air  

quality concerns and prefers any new residential construction be of non-smoking buildings with 

discrete and dedicated outdoor spaces for smoking that do not push smokers to adjacent 

properties; and 

WHEREAS conducting comprehensive environmental assessments and seeking input from the 

established community is crucial to address potential air toxicity and mitigate any adverse 

effects; and 

WHEREAS our community recognizes the need to balance population growth with the 

availability of essential services; and 

WHEREAS it is important to provide housing for our current and long-time residents; and 

WHEREAS our community is deeply appreciative of the medical and clinic facilities, such as 

the Emma Bowen Community Center, the Jackson Center of Ophthalmology, Heritage Health 

and Housing, Inc., and occasional City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene services 

provided over the years at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue, which have been instrumental in 

eradicating health disparities and providing high-quality care; and 

WHEREAS the facilities mentioned above have demonstrated proficiency, stability, patient 

preference, and an array of expertise and resources, contributing significantly to the well-being 

of our community; and 

WHEREAS concerns have been raised by both MCB9 and the general public in West Harlem  

about the lack of transparency and community involvement in the decision-making process for 

the redevelopment of 1727 Amsterdam Avenue, and there is a strong desire to reevaluate the 

current plan and engage in meaningful public discussion; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Manhattan Community Board 9 calls on HHC, HPD, 

and all other City agencies and relevant partners to cease the illegal circumvention of the 
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Uniform Land Use Review Process at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue and submit any proposed lease 

or other disposition of the site through the ULURP; and 

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that MCB9 calls upon the administration of 

Mayor Eric Adams to abort this unnecessary and illegal redevelopment plan concocted by the 

administration of former Mayor Bill de Blasio and instead support the plan put forth by the West 

Harlem community to generate 50% more housing at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue while 

expanding the mental health services at that site; and 

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that MCB9 expresses its most severe 

disquietude with regards to the legal risk to which HPD, HHC, and BRC are exposing the City 

by illegally circumventing the ULURP and thus inviting Article 78 proceedings or other legal 

challenges to the HHC and BRC project; and 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that MCB9 urges HDC to confirm that their financial plans 

for any bonds related to 1727 Amsterdam Avenue account for the additional time that the 

ULURP may add to the project compared to if the project were developed as-of-right on private 

property; and 

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that MCB9 supports the community plan as an 

alternative to the HHC and BRC plan and urges HHC and the City to revise the redevelopment 

plans for 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to address the community's concerns and needs around  

affordable housing, healthcare and mental health services, and an active retail streetscape at the 

site; and 

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that MCB9 urges the City and HHC to ensure 

that the new blueprint for the redevelopment of 1727 Amsterdam Avenue is done with an R8A 

zoning designation that allows for the inclusion in the project of the same square footage 

required to accommodate the existing and necessary community services while creating 50% 

more housing than what is planned under the Hill Top Apartments proposal put forth by HHC 

and BRC by an estimated 78,000 square feet be embraced by HHC and the City; and 

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that MCB9 urgest the City and HHC to either 

select as a development partner for or as a replacement for BRC a different developer with 

extensive experience in developing supportive housing and/or affordable housing in West 

Harlem; and 
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THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the refined blueprint for 1727 Amsterdam 

Avenue must ensure adequate space, staffing, and equipment for the facilities mentioned earlier, 

enabling them to continue their essential functions and serve the community effectively; and 

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the community must actively participate 

in the process to refine the proposal for 1727 Amsterdam Avenue, providing input on design 

elements, cultural appropriateness, and the integration of artwork that reflects the history and 

heritage of our neighborhood, including moving the entrance of the residences to West 145th 

Street; and 

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that MCB9 urges HHC, the City DOHMH, 

and other relevant parties to conduct a health needs assessment of Manhattan Community 

District 9 to understand the needed amount of primary care services, mental health services, and  

other relevant services to ensure that the project at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue provides adequate 

capacity for those services in a non-smoking building; and 

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that efforts be made to balance population 

growth with the availability of services, including the City’s Behavioral Health Emergency 

Assistance Response Division (B-HEARD) service, ensuring that the redevelopment of 1727 

Amsterdam Avenue contributes to a sustainable population-to-services ratio; and 

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that MCB9 calls on HHC and the City to 

conduct comprehensive environmental assessments, and their findings be shared with the 

community, allowing for collaborative efforts to mitigate any potential air toxicity concerns and; 

and 

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that future decision-making processes 

regarding the redevelopment of community landmarks and facilities must prioritize transparency, 

public engagement, partnership with MCB9, and the inclusion of town hall meetings to gather  

input and address community concerns so that no further obviously inadequate and harmful 

proposals that underutilize public land and public subsidies while attempting to illegally avoid 

the Uniform Land Use Review Process do not emerge into the public view by accident after 3  

years of secretive planning that excluded the general community and Manhattan Community 

Board 9, the official City body designated to represent West Harlem. 
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Please feel free to contact Manhattan Community Board 9 at our offices at 3291 Broadway, New 

York, NY 10031 by calling (212) 864-6200 or by emailing our District Manager Eutha Prince at 

eprince@cb9m.org. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 

Barry Weinberg 

Chair 

Manhattan Community Board 9 

barryjweinberg@gmail.com 

(212) 864-6200 
 
 

cc:  Hon. Eric Adams, Mayor  

       Hon. Brad Lander, NYC Comptroller 

       Hon. Public Advocate Jumaane Williams  

       Hon. Council Speaker Adrienne Adams 

       Hon. Maria Torres-Springer, Deputy Mayor 

       Hon. Mark Levine, Manhattan Borough President  

       Hon. Adolfo Carrio, Commissioner of Housing Preservation and Development 

       Hon. Daniel Garodnick, Commissioner of City Planning 

       Hon. Eric Enderlin, President, New York City Housing Development Corporation 

       Hon. Adriano Espaillat, Member of Congress 

       Hon. Cordell Cleare, New York State Senate 

       Hon. Robert Jackson, State Senator  

       Hon. Daniel J. O’Donnell, Assembly Member  

       Hon. Inez Dickens, Assembly Member  

       Hon. Al Taylor, Assembly Member  

       Hon. Shaun Abreu, City Council Member  

       Hon. Kristin Richardson-Jordan, City Council Member 

       Hon. Mercedes Narcisse, City Council Member, Chair of Committee on Hospitals 

       Hon. Rafael Salamanca, Jr., City Council Member, Chair of Committee on Land Use 

       Hon. Gale Brewer, City Council Member, Chair of Committee on Oversight and 

Investigations 

       Hon. Marquis Harrison, Chair, Manhattan Community Board 10 

       Hon. Katherine Diaz, Chair, Manhattan Community Board 12 

       The Board of Directors of the New York City Health and Hospitals Corporation 

       The Community Advisory Board of Harlem Hospital 

       The Board of Directors of the New York City Housing Development Corporation 

       Mr. Zead Ramadan, Executive Director, West Harlem Development Corporation 

       Mr. Muzzy Rosenblatt, Executive Director, Bowery Residents Corporation 
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Dear Land Use Committee,

I am writing to submit Public Testimony re LU 0238-2025 and 1727 
Amsterdam Avenue"you to request pausing the process of removing 
mental health services by the Emma Bowen Community Center and the 
Heritage Health and Housing Center, our main mental health centers and 
federally-qualified health center to give it to Bowery Residents Committee, 
who want to construct units of supportive housing for patients of Harlem 
Hospital. Has the project gone through the ULURP (Universal Land Use 
Review Process)?

I also request due diligence conducted into the record of Bowery Residents 
Committee, which is a troubled non-profit that primarily operates homeless 
shelters and transitional housing. It is already failing in its contracts with the 
MTA to provide homeless services. 

Our local community board, Manhattan Community Board 9, has instead 
called for the City to put the land through the charter-mandated Uniform 
Land Use Review Process and rezone the land so that all mental health 
and healthcare facilities can return, there can be ground floor retail space 
to liven up the street, and 50% more affordable housing can be created. 

Thank you for your attention.

Best,

Anita Cheng

https://www.thecity.nyc/2020/01/16/shoddy-outreach-to-homeless-led-to-missed-subway-goals-comptroller-says/
https://www.cbsnews.com/newyork/news/non-profit-mta-homeless-report/


From: Anthony Phillips
To: Land Use Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Submission of public testimony regarding LU 0238-2025
Date: Friday, February 28, 2025 3:54:31 PM
Attachments: PUBLIC TESTIMONY-arp.pages

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Report suspected
phishing emails with the Phish Alert Button or forward them to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an
attachment.

 

Submission of public testimony regarding LU 0238-2025 by concerned citizen of West Harlem for neighborhood action and
development. 

Dear Chair Hanks and Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Sitings, and Dispositions:

I have grave concerns about item LU 0238-2025. The public hearing that was held yesterday Wednesday, February 26, 2025,
was not given wide public notice, and it included a proposed transfer of a City-owned property at 1727 Amsterdam
(Manhattan Block 2060, Lot 1) to the Health and Hospitals Corporation (HHC) by amending the 1970 Operating Agreement
between the City and HHC.  It is crucial reason that the subcommittee reject any item that places 1727 Amsterdam in the
HHC operating agreement. 

1727 Amsterdam Avenue is currently a community health center, home to two not-for-profit community health organizations
that have been dutifully serving mainly Black and Latinx residents of Harlem since the 1960s. These organizations currently
occupy 1727 Amsterdam and offer primary care, maternal care, dentistry and orthodonture care, radiographic services, family
planning services, a WIC site, vaccinations, gynecology, ophthalmology, podiatry, psychiatric care for preschoolers, children,
teenagers, and adults, addiction counseling, a clubhouse, and during the COVID19 pandemic provided free masks and some
of the first vaccines in the community. HHC has never provided any of these services at this site and has plans to evict one of
the healthcare organizations in order to then demolish the health center completely. In the wake of the distress, heartache, and
loss that resulted from COVID19 pandemic, community members and the community health providers themselves learned of
the HHC plan to shutter the site. 

But their plan has a major problem. The plot of land at block 2060 lot 1 in Manhattan is City-owned. It has never been a site
of HHC services and is not in the original operating agreement between the City and HHC. As a result, it is subject to City
Charter land disposition procedure, the Uniform Land Use Review Process (ULURP). The effort by HHC to amend its
operating agreement to include 1727 Amsterdam is illegal for these reasons. Because HHC does not and has never offered
healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue, this site cannot be included in an agreement that only pertains to sites where
HHC operates and provides healthcare services. In its second article the operating agreement of 1970 stipulates that all
services currently offered by HHC at any of its sites must be continued to be offered and operated by them in order to
maintain the terms of the agreement. The plan by HHC to effectively terminate neighborhood healthcare services at 1727
Amsterdam by evicting the community health providers runs directly counter to this crucial condition of the operating
agreement while also indicating a key element of the current operating structure of 1727 Amsterdam and its relationship to the
community. 

In 1978 the Arthur C. Logan Memorial Hospital located on Convent Avenue less than a mile away from 1727 Amsterdam
permanently closed, leaving Harlem and Northern Manhattan bereft of its historical and vital medical services. That same year
a group of organized and dedicated Black and Latinx residents in Harlem completed their efforts to open the City-built
community healthcare clinic located at 1727 Amsterdam. They were successful because their pressure on State and Federal
politicians provided them with extra-municipal funds to open and operate the City-built site. Led by the Selma, Mississippi-
born William Hatcher, the community organization had been working since 1968 to open the site, and in 1978 was granted a
lease by the City of New York. Today, the two healthcare operators at 1727 Amsterdam were both founded by Hatcher, and
their center is a beacon of hope and health in West Harlem, providing essential care for the poorest and neediest in our
community, where 20% of households earn under $15,000 per year and the longstanding racial, economic, and health divides
of the war on drugs today live on.

By giving control of 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC, item LU 0238-2025 will only exacerbate current healthcare problems

https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7137288&GUID=19DA0D18-C4AA-4862-B9F4-1E663A1CBCCE&Options=ID%257CText%257C&Search=LU+0238-2025
https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7137288&GUID=19DA0D18-C4AA-4862-B9F4-1E663A1CBCCE&Options=ID%257CText%257C&Search=LU+0238-2025
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in our community, comprising the health of its members and its live in the future. I urge the subcommittee to investigate my
claims by reading the articles attached and the operating agreement. I urge the subcommittee to refuse to pass any item that
would transfer 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC in order to be shuttered and demolished. To do the opposite would show a
clear disregard for the health of Harlem residents and contempt for community efforts to drive development that promotes
health, economic growth, housing, and a vision for the community that understands its history and its most pressing needs. 

Thank you to Chair Hanks and subcommittee members,

Sincerely,

Anthony R. Phillips

Please view the attached public testimony as well.  Thank you. 

-- 
Anthony R Phillips
OX STREET MEDIA
www.oxstreetmedia.com
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Submission of public testimony regarding LU 0238-2025 by concerned citizen of West
Harlem
for neighborhood action and development.

Dear Chair Hanks and Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Sitings, and Dispositions:
I have grave concerns about item LU 0238-2025. The public hearing that was held yesterday
Wednesday, February 26, 2025, was not given wide public notice, and it included a proposed
transfer of a City-owned property at 1727 Amsterdam (Manhattan Block 2060, Lot 1) to the
Health and Hospitals Corporation (HHC) by amending the 1970 Operating Agreement
between
the City and HHC. It is crucial reason that the subcommittee reject any item that places 1727
Amsterdam in the HHC operating agreement.

1727 Amsterdam Avenue is currently a community health center, home to two not-for-profit
community health organizations that have been serving mainly Black and Latin
residents of Harlem since the 1960s. These organizations currently occupy 1727 Amsterdam
and
offer primary care, maternal care, dentistry and orthodonture care, radiographic services,
family
planning services, a WIC site, vaccinations, gynecology, ophthalmology, podiatry, psychiatric
care for preschoolers, children, teenagers, and adults, addiction counseling, a clubhouse, and
during the COVID19 pandemic provided free masks and some of the first vaccines in the
community. HHC has never provided any of these services at this site and has plans to evict
one
of the healthcare organizations in order to then demolish the health center completely. In the
wake of the distress, heartache, and loss that resulted from COVID19 pandemic, community
members and the community health providers themselves learned of the HHC plan to shutter
the
site.

But their plan has a major problem. The plot of land at block 2060 lot 1 in Manhattan is City-
owned. It has never been a site of HHC services and is not in the original operating agreement
between the City and HHC. As a result, it is subject to City Charter land disposition
procedure,
the Uniform Land Use Review Process (ULURP). The effort by HHC to amend its operating
agreement to include 1727 Amsterdam is illegal for these reasons. Because HHC does not and
has never offered healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue, this site cannot be included
in



an agreement that only pertains to sites where HHC operates and provides healthcare services.
In
its second article the operating agreement of 1970 stipulates that all services currently offered
by
HHC at any of its sites must be continued to be offered and operated by them in order to
maintain the terms of the agreement. The plan by HHC to effectively terminate neighborhood
healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam by evicting the community health providers runs
directly
counter to this crucial condition of the operating agreement while also indicating a key
element
of the current operating structure of 1727 Amsterdam and its relationship to the community.

By giving control of 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC, item LU 0238-2025 will only
exacerbate
current healthcare problems in our community, compromising the health of its members and
its future. 
I urge the subcommittee to investigate my claims by reading the articles attached
and the operating agreement. I urge the subcommittee to refuse to pass any item that would
transfer 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC in order to be shuttered and demolished. To do the
opposite would show a clear disregard for the health of Harlem residents and contempt for
community efforts to drive development that promotes health, economic growth, housing, and
a
vision for the community that understands its history and its most pressing needs.

Thank you to Chair Hanks and subcommittee members,

Sincerely,

Benjamin Navot, MD
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Submission of public testimony regarding LU 0238-2025 by concerned citizen of West
Harlem for neighborhood action and development.
 
Dear Chair Hanks and Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Sitings, and Dispositions:
 
I have grave concerns about item LU 0238-2025. The public hearing that was held yesterday
Wednesday, February 26, 2025, was not given wide public notice, and it included a proposed
transfer of a City-owned property at 1727 Amsterdam (Manhattan Block 2060, Lot 1) to the
Health and Hospitals Corporation (HHC) by amending the 1970 Operating Agreement
between the City and HHC.  It is crucial reason that the subcommittee reject any item that
places 1727 Amsterdam in the HHC operating agreement.
 
1727 Amsterdam Avenue is currently a community health center, home to two not-for-profit
community health organizations that have been dutifully serving mainly Black and Latinx
residents of Harlem since the 1960s. These organizations currently occupy 1727 Amsterdam
and offer primary care, maternal care, dentistry and orthodonture care, radiographic services,
family planning services, a WIC site, vaccinations, gynecology, ophthalmology, podiatry,
psychiatric care for preschoolers, children, teenagers, and adults, addiction counseling, a
clubhouse, and during the COVID19 pandemic provided free masks and some of the first
vaccines in the community. HHC has never provided any of these services at this site and has
plans to evict one of the healthcare organizations in order to then demolish the health center
completely. In the wake of the distress, heartache, and loss that resulted from COVID19
pandemic, community members and the community health providers themselves learned of the
HHC plan to shutter the site.
 
But their plan has a major problem. The plot of land at block 2060 lot 1 in Manhattan is City-
owned. It has never been a site of HHC services and is not in the original operating agreement
between the City and HHC. As a result, it is subject to City Charter land disposition
procedure, the Uniform Land Use Review Process (ULURP). The effort by HHC to amend its
operating agreement to include 1727 Amsterdam is illegal for these reasons. Because HHC
does not and has never offered healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue, this site
cannot be included in an agreement that only pertains to sites where HHC operates and
provides healthcare services. In its second article the operating agreement of 1970 stipulates
that all services currently offered by HHC at any of its sites must be continued to be offered
and operated by them in order to maintain the terms of the agreement. The plan by HHC to
effectively terminate neighborhood healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam by evicting the
community health providers runs directly counter to this crucial condition of the operating
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Dear Chair Hanks and Members of the Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Sitings, and Dispositions,

I am writing as a concerned citizen of West Harlem to strongly oppose LU 0238-
2025, which seeks to transfer the City-owned property at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue
(Block 2060, Lot 1) to the Health and Hospitals Corporation (HHC). The lack of
adequate public notice about the February 26, 2025, hearing is deeply concerning,
especially given the devastating impact this transfer would have on vital community
healthcare services.

Background: A Community Lifeline at Risk

For over 50 years, 1727 Amsterdam has been home to two nonprofit health
organizations that provide essential care to Harlem’s Black and Latinx residents.
These services include:

Primary care, maternal health, dentistry, mental health counseling,
addiction treatment, and vaccinations.
A WIC (Women, Infants and Children) site, family planning, radiography, and
pediatric psychiatric care.
Community-based COVID-19 relief, including some of the first vaccines in
Harlem.

HHC has never operated at this site and is now attempting to evict these
healthcare providers, demolish the center, and eliminate services that thousands
in our community depend on.

Legal Violations: HHC’s Attempt to Bypass ULURP

1727 Amsterdam is City-owned and is not included in the 1970 Operating
Agreement between the City and HHC.
Under the City Charter, this land transfer must go through the Uniform Land
Use Review Process (ULURP) — bypassing this is illegal.
The 1970 Agreement explicitly requires HHC to continue all services at its
designated sites — yet HHC has never provided services at 1727
Amsterdam and now seeks to eliminate existing healthcare options.



Harlem’s History: A Fight for Healthcare Equity

After the closure of Arthur C. Logan Memorial Hospital in 1978, Harlem residents
fought tirelessly to establish 1727 Amsterdam as a community health center. With
the leadership of William Hatcher, grassroots efforts secured funding to build and
operate this essential clinic — one of the few safety nets for our most vulnerable
neighbors.

In a district where 20% of households earn less than $15,000 per year, removing
this health center would further exacerbate racial, economic, and health
disparities.

Urgency & Call to Action

By approving LU 0238-2025, the City would be dismantling essential healthcare
services in West Harlem with no replacement plan. This would:

 Displace thousands of patients without viable alternatives.
 Set a dangerous precedent for the removal of community-led health initiatives.
 Ignore decades of community advocacy for equitable healthcare access.

I urge the subcommittee to reject LU 0238-2025 and uphold the rightful use of 1727
Amsterdam Avenue as a community health center. I also request a full
investigation into this transfer attempt and its legal violations.

Our community deserves investment in healthcare, not its destruction.

Best Regards,
Brandon Diaz

Brandon Diaz | 
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 Dear Chair Hanks and Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Sitings, and
Dispositions:

I have grave concerns about item LU 0238-2025. The public hearing that was held
yesterday Wednesday, February 26, 2025, was not given wide public notice, and it
included a proposed transfer of a City-owned property at 1727 Amsterdam
(Manhattan Block 2060, Lot 1) to the Health and Hospitals Corporation (HHC) by
amending the 1970 Operating Agreement between the City and HHC. It is crucial
reason that the subcommittee reject any item that places 1727 Amsterdam in the
HHC operating agreement.

1727 Amsterdam Avenue is currently a community health center, home to two not-for-
profit community health organizations that have been dutifully serving mainly Black
and Latinx residents of Harlem since the 1960s. These organizations currently occupy
1727 Amsterdam and offer primary care, maternal care, dentistry and orthodonture
care, radiographic services, family planning services, a WIC site, vaccinations,
gynecology, ophthalmology, podiatry, psychiatric care for preschoolers, children,
teenagers, and adults, addiction counseling, a clubhouse, and during the COVID19
pandemic provided free masks and some of the first vaccines in the
community. HHC has never provided any of these services at this site and has plans
to evict one of the healthcare organizations in order to then demolish the health
center completely. In the wake of the distress, heartache, and loss that resulted from
COVID19 pandemic, community members and the community health providers
themselves learned of the HHC plan to shutter the site.

But their plan has a major problem. The plot of land at block 2060 lot 1 in Manhattan
is City- owned. It has never been a site of HHC services and is not in the original
operating agreement between the City and HHC. As a result, it is subject to City



Charter land disposition procedure, the Uniform Land Use Review Process (ULURP).
The effort by HHC to amend its operating agreement to include 1727 Amsterdam is
illegal for these reasons. Because HHC does not and has never offered healthcare
services at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue, this site cannot be included in an agreement
that only pertains to sites where HHC operates and provides healthcare services. In
its second article the operating agreement of 1970 stipulates that all services
currently offered by HHC at any of its sites must be continued to be offered and
operated by them in order to maintain the terms of the agreement. The plan by HHC
to effectively terminate neighborhood healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam by
evicting the community health providers runs directly counter to this crucial condition
of the operating agreement while also indicating a key element of the current
operating structure of 1727 Amsterdam and its relationship to the community.

In 1978 the Arthur C. Logan Memorial Hospital located on Convent Avenue less than
a mile away from 1727 Amsterdam permanently closed, leaving Harlem and Northern
Manhattan bereft of its historical and vital medical services. That same year a group
of organized and dedicated Black and Latinx residents in Harlem completed their
efforts to open the City-built community healthcare clinic located at 1727 Amsterdam.
They were successful because their pressure on State and Federal politicians
provided them with extra-municipal funds to open and operate the City-built site. Led
by the Selma, Mississippi-born William Hatcher, the community organization had
been working since 1968 to open the site, and in 1978 was granted a lease by the
City of
New York. Today, the two healthcare operators at 1727 Amsterdam were both
founded by Hatcher, and their center is a beacon of hope and health in West Harlem,
providing essential care for the poorest and neediest in our community, where 20% of
households earn under $15,000 per year and the longstanding racial, economic, and
health divides of the war on drugs today live on.

By giving control of 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC, item LU 0238-2025 will only
exacerbate current healthcare problems in our community, comprising the health of
its members and its live in the future. I urge the subcommittee to investigate my
claims by reading the articles attached and the operating agreement. I urge the
subcommittee to refuse to pass any item that would transfer 1727 Amsterdam
Avenue to HHC in order to be shuttered and demolished. To do the opposite would
show a clear disregard for the health of Harlem residents and contempt for
community efforts to drive development that promotes health, economic growth,
housing, and a



vision for the community that understands its history and its most pressing needs.
Thank you to Chair Hanks and subcommittee members,
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Submission of public testimony regarding LU 0238-2025 by concerned citizen of
West Harlem for neighborhood action and development. 
 
Dear Chair Hanks and Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Sitings, and
Dispositions:
 
I have grave concerns about item LU 0238-2025. The public hearing that was held
on Wednesday, February 26, 2025, was not given wide public notice, and it
included a proposed transfer of a City-owned property at 1727 Amsterdam
(Manhattan Block 2060, Lot 1) to the Health and Hospitals Corporation (HHC) by
amending the 1970 Operating Agreement between the City and HHC.  It is crucial
reason that the subcommittee reject any item that places 1727 Amsterdam in the
HHC operating agreement. 
 
1727 Amsterdam Avenue is currently a community health center, home to two not-
for-profit community health organizations that have been dutifully serving mainly
Black and Latinx residents of Harlem since the 1960s. These organizations
currently occupy 1727 Amsterdam and offer primary care, maternal care, dentistry
and orthodonture care, radiographic services, family planning services, a WIC site,
vaccinations, gynecology, ophthalmology, podiatry, psychiatric care for
preschoolers, children, teenagers, and adults, addiction counseling, a clubhouse, and
during the COVID19 pandemic provided free masks and some of the first vaccines
in the community. HHC has never provided any of these services at this site and has
plans to evict one of the healthcare organizations in order to then demolish the
health center completely. In the wake of the distress, heartache, and loss that
resulted from COVID19 pandemic, community members and the community health
providers themselves learned of the HHC plan to shutter the site. 
 
But their plan has a major problem. The plot of land at block 2060 lot 1 in
Manhattan is City-owned. It has never been a site of HHC services and is not in the



original operating agreement between the City and HHC. As a result, it is subject to
City Charter land disposition procedure, the Uniform Land Use Review Process
(ULURP). The effort by HHC to amend its operating agreement to include 1727
Amsterdam is illegal for these reasons. Because HHC does not and has never
offered healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue, this site cannot be included
in an agreement that only pertains to sites where HHC operates and provides
healthcare services. In its second article the operating agreement of 1970 stipulates
that all services currently offered by HHC at any of its sites must be continued to be
offered and operated by them in order to maintain the terms of the agreement. The
plan by HHC to effectively terminate neighborhood healthcare services at 1727
Amsterdam by evicting the community health providers runs directly counter to this
crucial condition of the operating agreement while also indicating a key element of
the current operating structure of 1727 Amsterdam and its relationship to the
community. 
 
In 1978 the Arthur C. Logan Memorial Hospital located on Convent Avenue less
than a mile away from 1727 Amsterdam permanently closed, leaving Harlem and
Northern Manhattan bereft of its historical and vital medical services. That same
year a group of organized and dedicated Black and Latinx residents in Harlem
completed their efforts to open the City-built community healthcare clinic located at
1727 Amsterdam. They were successful because their pressure on State and Federal
politicians provided them with extra-municipal funds to open and operate the City-
built site. Led by the Selma, Mississippi-born William Hatcher, the community
organization had been working since 1968 to open the site, and in 1978 was granted
a lease by the City of New York. Today, the two healthcare operators at 1727
Amsterdam were both founded by Hatcher, and their center is a beacon of hope and
health in West Harlem, providing essential care for the poorest and neediest in our
community, where 20% of households earn under $15,000 per year and the
longstanding racial, economic, and health divides of the war on drugs today live on.
 
By giving control of 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC, item LU 0238-2025 will
only exacerbate current healthcare problems in our community, comprising the
health of its members and its live in the future. I urge the subcommittee to
investigate my claims by reading the articles attached and the operating agreement.
I urge the subcommittee to refuse to pass any item that would transfer 1727
Amsterdam Avenue to HHC in order to be shuttered and demolished. To do the
opposite would show a clear disregard for the health of Harlem residents and
contempt for community efforts to drive development that promotes health,
economic growth, housing, and a vision for the community that understands its
history and its most pressing needs.
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Just to get right to it, the displeasure of demolishing Heritage Health Center, with Emma L.
Bowen Health services attach to it is a major blow to the district, a job well done for the
greedy fatheads who feast off the residents in the communities afar who needs the continuous
services not disruptions by being uprooted and relocated so you can build affordable housing
that no one can afford except those that are Givin better jobs and careers than others, forget
about race and other factors, your dictatorship approach sliding information late to the public
and community board 9 is atrocious and underhanded but what do you care it's all about the
BENJAMIN'S that will come through your pockets and be gone even quicker and you will be
looking for someplace else to stick your fingers.

mailto:carltondavis64@gmail.com
mailto:landusetestimony@council.nyc.gov
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Dear Chair Hanks, and members of the Committee on Landmarks, Public Sittings, and
Dispositions,

I want to relay my profound concerns regarding the proposed transfer of a City-owned
property at 1727 Amsterdam to the Health and Hospitals Corporation ('HHC'). The lack of
transparency surrounding this project, the absence of broad consultation with our
communities, and the illegal effort by HHC to amend its operating agreement to include 1727
Amsterdam Avenue are choking.

It is thus crucial that the subcommittee rejects any item that would allow the transfer 1727
Amsterdam in the HHC operating agreement. Our most immediate hope to stop this ill-
conceived project is you.

This neighborhood needs more affordable housing and services for its families and residents
who aspire to live in peace and foster a sense of community. Enough of the thinking by our
representatives that Upper Manhattan is the solution to the City's wider issues and should be
the location for facilities that nobody else wants elsewhere. We have enough of these already
and will not continue to accept more in silence.

I have not heard back from NYC Council of the 7th District Shaun Abreu yet, to explain how
this project came for review, how its approval process was handled, and will personally stand
ready to challenge it by all means available if the project is not stopped at this stage.

Until all this can be clarified, I have full faith in your support, and ask you to please block this
initiative so it can be reviewed in full transparency with the representatives of our community,
allowing us all enough time to fully comprehend the long-term consequences of this project.

I thank you very much for taking the time to listen, and hope our call for help will be taken
into consideration. We are all counting on you to do the right thing!

Sincerely Yours.

Celine Beloeil
Hamilton Heights resident

mailto:celine.beloeil@gmail.com
mailto:landusetestimony@council.nyc.gov
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February 28, 2025

To Whom It May Concern,

I am writing as a concerned resident of Hamilton Heights/Sugar Hill, a community that has
long fought for its safety, stability, and quality of life. While I fully support compassionate and
effective solutions for those struggling with mental illness and addiction, I must strongly
oppose the proposed SRO development in our neighborhood at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue.
This project, as currently planned, threatens to exacerbate an already dire situation, placing an
unfair burden on a community that has endured decades of challenges and worked tirelessly to
preserve its character.

Our neighborhood is home to a significant population of longtime residents, particularly
seniors, many of whom have lived here their entire lives. These individuals  (many whose
parents moved here during the great migration) fought through the crack epidemic of the 80s,
invested in their homes, and worked alongside law enforcement to reclaim their streets from
crime. They face the heartbreaking reality of a resurgence in drug activity, where open-air
drug use and sales have become disturbingly common. The existing shelters, despite their
intended purpose, have struggled to manage individuals who fail to return by curfew, leaving
them to engage in dangerous and illegal activities within our community, on our streets, and
even stoops. 

Just recently, my neighbor, an 88-year-old woman, Ms. Barnes, was assaulted by an individual
struggling with mental illness and addiction. This is not an isolated incident. Our residents—
especially our elderly—should not have to live in fear in the neighborhood they built and
defended for generations.

The proposed SRO would further destabilize an already vulnerable area, creating conditions
that could lead to increased crime, drug use, and public safety concerns. Without a
comprehensive and enforceable plan for oversight, security, and meaningful rehabilitation
services, this project risks doing more harm than good—not only to the community but also to
those it intends to help.

We are not against solutions. We are against solutions that ignore the realities of their impact.



If the city truly seeks to address the needs of those struggling with mental illness and
addiction, it must do so in a way that does not disproportionately jeopardize the safety and
well-being of established communities. We urge decision-makers to reconsider this
development and work with local residents to find a more effective, balanced approach.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
Chanelle Futrell 
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Submission of public testimony regarding LU 0238-2025 by concerned citizen of West 

Harlem for neighborhood action and development. 

Dear Chair Hanks and Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Sitings, and Dispositions:

I have grave concerns about item LU 0238-2025. The public hearing that was held yesterday 

Wednesday, February 26, 2025, was not given wide public notice, and it included a proposed 

transfer of a City-owned property at 1727 Amsterdam (Manhattan Block 2060, Lot 1) to the 

Health and Hospitals Corporation (HHC) by amending the 1970 Operating Agreement 

between the City and HHC.  It is crucial reason that the subcommittee reject any item that 

places 1727 Amsterdam in the HHC operating agreement. 

1727 Amsterdam Avenue is currently a community health center, home to two not-for-profit 

community health organizations that have been dutifully serving mainly Black and Latinx 

residents of Harlem since the 1960s. These organizations currently occupy 1727 Amsterdam 

and offer primary care, maternal care, dentistry and orthodonture care, radiographic services, 

family planning services, a WIC site, vaccinations, gynecology, ophthalmology, podiatry, 

psychiatric care for preschoolers, children, teenagers, and adults, addiction counseling, a 

clubhouse, and during the COVID19 pandemic provided free masks and some of the first 

vaccines in the community. HHC has never provided any of these services at this site and has 

plans to evict one of the healthcare organizations in order to then demolish the health center 

completely. In the wake of the distress, heartache, and loss that resulted from COVID19 

pandemic, community members and the community health providers themselves learned of the 

HHC plan to shutter the site. 

But their plan has a major problem. The plot of land at block 2060 lot 1 in Manhattan is City-

https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7137288&GUID=19DA0D18-C4AA-4862-B9F4-1E663A1CBCCE&Options=ID%7cText%7c&Search=LU+0238-2025


owned. It has never been a site of HHC services and is not in the original operating agreement 

between the City and HHC. As a result, it is subject to City Charter land disposition 

procedure, the Uniform Land Use Review Process (ULURP). The effort by HHC to amend its 

operating agreement to include 1727 Amsterdam is illegal for these reasons. Because HHC 

does not and has never offered healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue, this site 

cannot be included in an agreement that only pertains to sites where HHC operates and 

provides healthcare services. In its second article the operating agreement of 1970 stipulates 

that all services currently offered by HHC at any of its sites must be continued to be offered 

and operated by them in order to maintain the terms of the agreement. The plan by HHC to 

effectively terminate neighborhood healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam by evicting the 

community health providers runs directly counter to this crucial condition of the operating 

agreement while also indicating a key element of the current operating structure of 1727 

Amsterdam and its relationship to the community. 

In 1978 the Arthur C. Logan Memorial Hospital located on Convent Avenue less than a mile 

away from 1727 Amsterdam permanently closed, leaving Harlem and Northern Manhattan 

bereft of its historical and vital medical services. That same year a group of organized and 

dedicated Black and Latinx residents in Harlem completed their efforts to open the City-built 

community healthcare clinic located at 1727 Amsterdam. They were successful because their 

pressure on State and Federal politicians provided them with extra-municipal funds to open 

and operate the City-built site. Led by the Selma, Mississippi-born William Hatcher, the 

community organization had been working since 1968 to open the site, and in 1978 was 

granted a lease by the City of New York. Today, the two healthcare operators at 1727 

Amsterdam were both founded by Hatcher, and their center is a beacon of hope and health in 

West Harlem, providing essential care for the poorest and neediest in our community, where 

20% of households earn under $15,000 per year and the longstanding racial, economic, and 

health divides of the war on drugs today live on.

By giving control of 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC, item LU 0238-2025 will only 

exacerbate current healthcare problems in our community, comprising the health of its 

members and its live in the future. I urge the subcommittee to investigate my claims by 

reading the articles attached and the operating agreement. I urge the subcommittee to refuse to 

pass any item that would transfer 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC in order to be shuttered 
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and demolished. To do the opposite would show a clear disregard for the health of Harlem 

residents and contempt for community efforts to drive development that promotes health, 

economic growth, housing, and a vision for the community that understands its history and its 

most pressing needs. 

Thank you to Chair Hanks and subcommittee members,

Sincerely,
Clark Jackson
Resident, Hamilton Heights



From: Courtney Ackeifi
To: Land Use Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Public Testimony re LU 0238-2025 and 1727 Amsterdam Avenue
Date: Saturday, March 1, 2025 8:30:18 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless
you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Report suspected phishing emails with the Phish Alert Button
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Hello,

I am a resident at . Our neighborhood cannot support more than our fair share of supportive housing.
Our community is oversaturated as it is.
We are seeing an increase in break ins and thefts and more importantly, over the past few years I have noted a rise in
public displays of domestic violence that is so flagrant and in view of children. My reports of this to the mayor’s
office and the police have had no response.

I am empathetic to the needs of New Yorkers and all people deserve housing. But our neighborhood is already
supporting many needy people. Placing this additional burden on us will break this community. There are so many
other neighborhoods in NYC with the infrastructure and resources to support these people. I ask that you spread this
work around.

It is frustrating that the city has neglected this neighborhood for years and the first development project is a
homeless shelter. There’s a city owned abandoned building just on the next block that has been boarded up and
collects rats. Allow a developer to renew that building. Give us a park at 1727 Amsterdam!

I hope you consider these words carefully. I love this city and my neighborhood but the outsized burden the city
believes we should have to bear will drive me and my family out.

Best
Courtney Ackeifi
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To: Land Use Testimony
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Dear Chair Hanks and Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Sitings, and Dispositions:
 
I have grave concerns about item LU 0238-2025. The public hearing that was held yesterday
Wednesday, February 26, 2025, was not given wide public notice, and it included a
proposed transfer of a City-owned property at 1727 Amsterdam (Manhattan Block 2060, Lot
1) to the Health and Hospitals Corporation (HHC) by amending the 1970 Operating
Agreement between the City and HHC.  It is crucial reason that the subcommittee reject any
item that places 1727 Amsterdam in the HHC operating agreement.
 
1727 Amsterdam Avenue is currently a community health center, home to two not-for-profit
community health organizations that have been dutifully serving mainly Black and Latinx
residents of Harlem since the 1960s. These organizations currently occupy 1727 Amsterdam
and offer primary care, maternal care, dentistry and orthodontic care, radiographic services,
family planning services, a WIC site, vaccinations, gynecology, ophthalmology, podiatry,
psychiatric care for preschoolers, children, teenagers, and adults, addiction counseling, a
clubhouse, and during the COVID19 pandemic provided free masks and some of the first
vaccines in the community. HHC has never provided any of these services at this site and
has plans to evict one of the healthcare organizations in order to then demolish the health
center completely. In the wake of the distress, heartache, and loss that resulted from
COVID19 pandemic, community members and the community health providers themselves
learned of the HHC plan to shutter the site.
 
But their plan has a major problem. The plot of land at block 2060 lot 1 in Manhattan is
City-owned. It has never been a site of HHC services and is not in the original operating
agreement between the City and HHC. As a result, it is subject to City Charter land
disposition procedure, the Uniform Land Use Review Process (ULURP). The effort by HHC
to amend its operating agreement to include 1727 Amsterdam is illegal for these reasons.
Because HHC does not and has never offered healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam
Avenue, this site cannot be included in an agreement that only pertains to sites where HHC

mailto:landusetestimony@council.nyc.gov
https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7137288&GUID=19DA0D18-C4AA-4862-B9F4-1E663A1CBCCE&Options=ID%7cText%7c&Search=LU+0238-2025
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://www.google.com/maps/search/1727*Amsterdam*Avenue?entry=gmail&source=g__;Kys!!Pe07lN5AjA!XRiotbHnBAncHjYSfAJg9Y0k5EygdegOboasuTV09MTL-nhT1LDp3X2DUcQ4QIz6UHx7BPEKl3gGnmGOvwUonQTvGmgk$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://www.google.com/maps/search/1727*Amsterdam*Avenue?entry=gmail&source=g__;Kys!!Pe07lN5AjA!XRiotbHnBAncHjYSfAJg9Y0k5EygdegOboasuTV09MTL-nhT1LDp3X2DUcQ4QIz6UHx7BPEKl3gGnmGOvwUonQTvGmgk$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://www.google.com/maps/search/1727*Amsterdam*Avenue?entry=gmail&source=g__;Kys!!Pe07lN5AjA!XRiotbHnBAncHjYSfAJg9Y0k5EygdegOboasuTV09MTL-nhT1LDp3X2DUcQ4QIz6UHx7BPEKl3gGnmGOvwUonQTvGmgk$


operates and provides healthcare services. In its second article the operating agreement of
1970 stipulates that all services currently offered by HHC at any of its sites must be
continued to be offered and operated by them in order to maintain the terms of the
agreement. The plan by HHC to effectively terminate neighborhood healthcare services at
1727 Amsterdam by evicting the community health providers runs directly counter to this
crucial condition of the operating agreement while also indicating a key element of the
current operating structure of 1727 Amsterdam and its relationship to the community.
 
In 1978 the Arthur C. Logan Memorial Hospital located on Convent Avenue less than a mile
away from 1727 Amsterdam permanently closed, leaving Harlem and Northern Manhattan
bereft of its historical and vital medical services. That same year a group of organized and
dedicated Black and Latinx residents in Harlem completed their efforts to open the City-
built community healthcare clinic located at 1727 Amsterdam. They were successful
because their pressure on State and Federal politicians provided them with extra-municipal
funds to open and operate the City-built site. Led by the Selma, Mississippi-born William
Hatcher, the community organization had been working since 1968 to open the site, and in
1978 was granted a lease by the City of New York. Today, the two healthcare operators at
1727 Amsterdam were both founded by Hatcher, and their center is a beacon of hope and
health in West Harlem, providing essential care for the poorest and neediest in our
community, where 20% of households earn under $15,000 per year and the longstanding
racial, economic, and health divides of the war on drugs today live on.
 
By giving control of 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC, item LU 0238-2025 will only
exacerbate current healthcare problems in our community, comprising the health of its
members and its live in the future. I urge the subcommittee to investigate my claims by
reading the articles attached and the operating agreement. I urge the subcommittee to refuse
to pass any item that would transfer 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC in order to be
shuttered and demolished. To do the opposite would show a clear disregard for the health of
Harlem residents and contempt for community efforts to drive development that promotes
health, economic growth, housing, and a vision for the community that understands its
history and its most pressing needs.
 
 
Thank you to Chair Hanks and subcommittee members,
 
Sincerely,
Dahniel B. Buie
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Submission of public testimony regarding LU 0238-2025 by concerned citizen of West
Harlem for neighborhood action and development.
 
Dear Chair Hanks and Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Sitings, and Dispositions:
 
I have very serious concerns about item LU 0238-2025. The public hearing that was held
Wednesday, February 26, 2025, was not given wide public notice, and it included a proposed
transfer of a City-owned property at 1727 Amsterdam (Manhattan Block 2060, Lot 1) to the
Health and Hospitals Corporation (HHC) by amending the 1970 Operating Agreement
between the City and HHC.  It is crucial reason that the subcommittee reject any item that
places 1727 Amsterdam in the HHC operating agreement.
 
1727 Amsterdam Avenue is currently a community health center, home to two not-for-profit
community health organizations that have been dutifully serving mainly Black and Latinx
residents of Harlem since the 1960s. These organizations currently occupy 1727 Amsterdam
and offer primary care, maternal care, dentistry and orthodonture care, radiographic services,
family planning services, a WIC site, vaccinations, gynecology, ophthalmology, podiatry,
psychiatric care for preschoolers, children, teenagers, and adults, addiction counseling, a
clubhouse, and during the COVID19 pandemic provided free masks and some of the first
vaccines in the community. HHC has never provided any of these services at this site and has
plans to evict one of the healthcare organizations in order to then demolish the health center
completely. In the wake of the distress, heartache, and loss that resulted from COVID19
pandemic, community members and the community health providers themselves learned of the
HHC plan to shutter the site.
 
But their plan has a major problem. The plot of land at block 2060 lot 1 in Manhattan is
City-owned. It has never been a site of HHC services and is not in the original operating
agreement between the City and HHC. As a result, it is subject to City Charter land
disposition procedure, the Uniform Land Use Review Process (ULURP). The effort by



HHC to amend its operating agreement to include 1727 Amsterdam is illegal for these reasons.
Because HHC does not and has never offered healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue,
this site cannot be included in an agreement that only pertains to sites where HHC operates
and provides healthcare services. In its second article the operating agreement of 1970
stipulates that all services currently offered by HHC at any of its sites must be continued to be
offered and operated by them in order to maintain the terms of the agreement. The plan by
HHC to effectively terminate neighborhood healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam by
evicting the community health providers runs directly counter to this crucial condition of the
operating agreement while also indicating a key element of the current operating structure of
1727 Amsterdam and its relationship to the community.
 
In 1978 the Arthur C. Logan Memorial Hospital located on Convent Avenue less than a mile
away from 1727 Amsterdam permanently closed, leaving Harlem and Northern Manhattan
bereft of its historical and vital medical services. That same year a group of organized and
dedicated Black and Latinx residents in Harlem completed their efforts to open the City-built
community healthcare clinic located at 1727 Amsterdam. They were successful because their
pressure on State and Federal politicians provided them with extra-municipal funds to open
and operate the City-built site. Led by the Selma, Mississippi-born William Hatcher, the
community organization had been working since 1968 to open the site, and in 1978 was
granted a lease by the City of New York. Today, the two healthcare operators at 1727
Amsterdam were both founded by Hatcher, and their center is a beacon of hope and health in
West Harlem, providing essential care for the poorest and neediest in our community, where
20% of households earn under $15,000 per year and the longstanding racial, economic, and
health divides of the war on drugs today live on.
 
By giving control of 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC, item LU 0238-2025 will only
exacerbate current healthcare problems in our community, comprising the health of its
members and its live in the future. I urge the subcommittee to investigate my claims by
reading the articles attached and the operating agreement. I urge the subcommittee to refuse to
pass any item that would transfer 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC in order to be shuttered
and demolished. To do the opposite would show a clear disregard for the health of Harlem
residents and contempt for community efforts to drive development that promotes health,
economic growth, housing, and a vision for the community that understands its history and its
most pressing needs.
 
Thank you to Chair Hanks and subcommittee members,
 
Sincerely,



 Emily Ayoob
Resident
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Dear Chair Hanks and Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Sitings, and Dispositions:
 
I have grave concerns about item LU 0238-2025. The public hearing that was held yesterday
Wednesday, February 26, 2025, was not given wide public notice, and it included a proposed
transfer of a City-owned property at 1727 Amsterdam (Manhattan Block 2060, Lot 1) to the
Health and Hospitals Corporation (HHC) by amending the 1970 Operating Agreement
between the City and HHC.  It is crucial reason that the subcommittee reject any item that
places 1727 Amsterdam in the HHC operating agreement.
 
1727 Amsterdam Avenue is currently a community health center, home to two not-for-profit
community health organizations that have been dutifully serving mainly Black and Latinx
residents of Harlem since the 1960s. These organizations currently occupy 1727 Amsterdam
and offer primary care, maternal care, dentistry and orthodonture care, radiographic services,
family planning services, a WIC site, vaccinations, gynecology, ophthalmology, podiatry,
psychiatric care for preschoolers, children, teenagers, and adults, addiction counseling, a
clubhouse, and during the COVID19 pandemic provided free masks and some of the first
vaccines in the community. HHC has never provided any of these services at this site and has
plans to evict one of the healthcare organizations in order to then demolish the health center
completely. In the wake of the distress, heartache, and loss that resulted from COVID19
pandemic, community members and the community health providers themselves learned of the
HHC plan to shutter the site.
 
But their plan has a major problem. The plot of land at block 2060 lot 1 in Manhattan is City-
owned. It has never been a site of HHC services and is not in the original operating agreement
between the City and HHC. As a result, it is subject to City Charter land disposition
procedure, the Uniform Land Use Review Process (ULURP). The effort by HHC to amend its
operating agreement to include 1727 Amsterdam is illegal for these reasons. Because HHC
does not and has never offered healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue, this site
cannot be included in an agreement that only pertains to sites where HHC operates and
provides healthcare services. In its second article the operating agreement of 1970 stipulates
that all services currently offered by HHC at any of its sites must be continued to be offered
and operated by them in order to maintain the terms of the agreement. The plan by HHC to
effectively terminate neighborhood healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam by evicting the
community health providers runs directly counter to this crucial condition of the operating
agreement while also indicating a key element of the current operating structure of 1727
Amsterdam and its relationship to the community.
 
In 1978 the Arthur C. Logan Memorial Hospital located on Convent Avenue less than a mile
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away from 1727 Amsterdam permanently closed, leaving Harlem and Northern Manhattan
bereft of its historical and vital medical services. That same year a group of organized and
dedicated Black and Latinx residents in Harlem completed their efforts to open the City-built
community healthcare clinic located at 1727 Amsterdam. They were successful because their
pressure on State and Federal politicians provided them with extra-municipal funds to open
and operate the City-built site. Led by the Selma, Mississippi-born William Hatcher, the
community organization had been working since 1968 to open the site, and in 1978 was
granted a lease by the City of New York. Today, the two healthcare operators at 1727
Amsterdam were both founded by Hatcher, and their center is a beacon of hope and health in
West Harlem, providing essential care for the poorest and neediest in our community, where
20% of households earn under $15,000 per year and the longstanding racial, economic, and
health divides of the war on drugs today live on.
 
By giving control of 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC, item LU 0238-2025 will only
exacerbate current healthcare problems in our community, comprising the health of its
members and its live in the future. I urge the subcommittee to investigate my claims by
reading the articles attached and the operating agreement. I urge the subcommittee to refuse to
pass any item that would transfer 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC in order to be shuttered
and demolished. To do the opposite would show a clear disregard for the health of Harlem
residents and contempt for community efforts to drive development that promotes health,
economic growth, housing, and a vision for the community that understands its history and its
most pressing needs.
 
 Thank you to Chair Hanks and subcommittee members,
 
Sincerely,

Ernest Lyles
Resident 
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Dear Chair Hanks and Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Sitings, and Dispositions:
 
I have grave concerns about item LU 0238-2025. The public hearing that was held yesterday
Wednesday, February 26, 2025, was not given wide public notice, and it included a proposed
transfer of a City-owned property at 1727 Amsterdam (Manhattan Block 2060, Lot 1) to the
Health and Hospitals Corporation (HHC) by amending the 1970 Operating Agreement
between the City and HHC.  It is crucial reason that the subcommittee reject any item that
places 1727 Amsterdam in the HHC operating agreement.
 
1727 Amsterdam Avenue is currently a community health center, home to two not-for-profit
community health organizations that have been dutifully serving mainly Black and Latinx
residents of Harlem since the 1960s. These organizations currently occupy 1727 Amsterdam
and offer primary care, maternal care, dentistry and orthodontic care, radiographic services,
family planning services, a WIC site, vaccinations, gynecology, ophthalmology, podiatry,
psychiatric care for preschoolers, children, teenagers, and adults, addiction counseling, a
clubhouse, and during the COVID19 pandemic provided free masks and some of the first
vaccines in the community. HHC has never provided any of these services at this site and has
plans to evict one of the healthcare organizations in order to then demolish the health center
completely. In the wake of the distress, heartache, and loss that resulted from COVID19
pandemic, community members and the community health providers themselves learned of the
HHC plan to shutter the site.
 
But their plan has a major problem. The plot of land at block 2060 lot 1 in Manhattan is City-
owned. It has never been a site of HHC services and is not in the original operating agreement
between the City and HHC. As a result, it is subject to City Charter land disposition
procedure, the Uniform Land Use Review Process (ULURP). The effort by HHC to amend its
operating agreement to include 1727 Amsterdam is illegal for these reasons. Because HHC
does not and has never offered healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue, this site
cannot be included in an agreement that only pertains to sites where HHC operates and
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provides healthcare services. In its second article the operating agreement of 1970 stipulates
that all services currently offered by HHC at any of its sites must be continued to be offered
and operated by them in order to maintain the terms of the agreement. The plan by HHC to
effectively terminate neighborhood healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam by evicting the
community health providers runs directly counter to this crucial condition of the operating
agreement while also indicating a key element of the current operating structure of 1727
Amsterdam and its relationship to the community.
 
In 1978 the Arthur C. Logan Memorial Hospital located on Convent Avenue less than a mile
away from 1727 Amsterdam permanently closed, leaving Harlem and Northern Manhattan
bereft of its historical and vital medical services. That same year a group of organized and
dedicated Black and Latinx residents in Harlem completed their efforts to open the City-built
community healthcare clinic located at 1727 Amsterdam. They were successful because their
pressure on State and Federal politicians provided them with extra-municipal funds to open
and operate the City-built site. Led by the Selma, Mississippi-born William Hatcher, the
community organization had been working since 1968 to open the site, and in 1978 was
granted a lease by the City of New York. Today, the two healthcare operators at 1727
Amsterdam were both founded by Hatcher, and their center is a beacon of hope and health in
West Harlem, providing essential care for the poorest and neediest in our community, where
20% of households earn under $15,000 per year and the longstanding racial, economic, and
health divides of the war on drugs today live on.
 
By giving control of 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC, item LU 0238-2025 will only
exacerbate current healthcare problems in our community, comprising the health of its
members and its live in the future. I urge the subcommittee to investigate my claims by
reading the articles attached and the operating agreement. I urge the subcommittee to refuse to
pass any item that would transfer 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC in order to be shuttered
and demolished. To do the opposite would show a clear disregard for the health of Harlem
residents and contempt for community efforts to drive development that promotes health,
economic growth, housing, and a vision for the community that understands its history and its
most pressing needs.
 
 
Thank you to Chair Hanks and subcommittee members,
 
Sincerely,
Friends of 695 TA
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I'm asking the administration of Mayor Eric Adams to abortion the unnecessary  and illegal
redevelopment plan for the building mentioned above and support the plan  by the West
Harlem community  to generate 50% more housing at 1727 Amsterdam Ave while expanding
the mental health services at the site.

Additional reasons to dismiss the BRC  plans are below:

1. There hasn't been any outreach to PS 153 despite suggestions that they be contacted since
2022. This is unacceptable. 
2. The site is home to several vital, West Harlem community services ( Heritage Health and
Housing, the Jackson Opthalmology group, the Emma Bowen Center, addiction treatment
services, a food pantry, a daycare center for children with special needs. 
3. These services need to be expanded in West Harlem not put on the cutting floor
4. The recent  secrecy regarding this proposal. This process began with former Mayor Bill De
Blasio's administration in 2019
5. BRC has been the subject of investigations by the Comptroller of the City of NY regarding
their contract to provide homeless services at Penn Station
6. BRC has no track record of operations in West Harlem
7. The West Harlem community has proposed an alternative plan

I could go on and on, but I'll stop here. Thank you for your consideration of this matter. I hope
that you decide on a favorable decision, for the sake of the West Harlem community.

 Sincerely,
 Geraldine Gregg
 Member, West 147 St Block Association 
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Grants – Renovations and Housing as well as Discretionary. As to date, no funding agreement 
or financial support has been provided. 

3. There is a lack of understanding for the needs of the patients and clients serviced by Heritage. 
General lack of support from the NYC Administration to make sure the residents of Harlem 
continue to be served with appropriate health care. The idea of putting human beings in 
mobile vans or creating a temporary location will not justifiably serve the members of the 
community. In addition, sanitation concerns and necessary authorization present a huge 
obstacle. Relocation to the new site at 1649 will be a significant challenge for our patients as 
it is and has already been approved by the Federal Government.  

4. We must put our patients first, especially in an underserved and underfunded medical desert. 
If the health care center closes its doors, many patients will simply go without care. Majority 
of the area is below the federal poverty level, and this will create disastrous results for their 
physical and mental health. Our patients prefer our care over Columbia or Harlem Hospital as 
those options present a care concern and travel challenge for them. 
 

Our patients are our paramount interest. This is why we object to the City’s present efforts to eject 
the health center from its current location prior to successfully completing its renovation project, 
positively with the support of the city.    
 
The resolution is to provide grace to Heritage as we serve over 7,000 patients representing over 
30,000 patient visits per year. Heritage is requesting the Subcommittee’s support for a resolution or 
amendment that would allow Heritage to stay in its current location until its new space is complete.  
 
As we move forward and make progress with our relocation, here are some project successes:  
 

1. Certificate of Need – The health center, under Article 28 the health center has received it 
Certificate of Need from the New York State Department of Health. 

2. HRSA - The health center as a Federal Qualified Health Center (FQHC) through HRSA has 
received all necessary approvals and authorization for relocation to our new site at 1649 
Amsterdam Avenue. 

3. Architect hired – We have been working with MWBE certified firm Martina Bacarella 
Architect who has provided plans, site work, budget and other necessary documents for the 
construction renovation process.  

4. Landmark approvals – The new location has been deemed a landmark building, and we 
received approval from their office regarding the renovation plans. 

5. Funding and Resources – We have applied for several public funding opportunities with 
City Council and Manhattan Borough President Mark Levine. In addition, we continue to be 
optimistic and work with the NYC DOB, even with significant permit delays. 
 

 
Statement emailed on February 28th to landusetestimony@council.nyc.gov and Leventhal, Dana at 

  
 
Signed, 
 
Douglas Blomberg 
CFO, Heritage Health and Housing 
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Dear Committee Members,

It feels like a concerted and coordinated effort to destroy or at the very least destabilize our neighborhood.  The
proposed developments to address social ills bring more than our fair share of the burden to cooperate in accepting
these undesirable enterprises.  I am aware of these proposals:

1) The lot on 1763-1771 Amsterdam at 147th  owned by Moujan Vahdat (Iranian homeless shelter magnate) of
Elmo Realty is  constructing a 126-unit (all studio) facility that will operate as a homeless shelter for nine years.

2) The completed construction and transformation of the Episcopal nuns’ home (Convent 149/150) into a homeless
shelter

3) Plans to transform 421 Convent Ave, 4 Hamilton Terrace and 453 W. 141 St  into Residential Crisis Support and
Respite  Centers

4) The plan to convert 1727 Amsterdam Avenue into supportive housing

These plans represent inundation of facilities with associated mental health components that threaten our mental
well-being.  We ask the committee to stop this onslaught with a vote prohibiting the development of supportive
housing at this site.

The Jackson Family

New York, NY 10031
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Dear Chair Hanks and Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Sitings, and Dispositions:
 
I have grave concerns about item LU 0238-2025. The public hearing that was held yesterday
Wednesday, February 26, 2025, was not given wide public notice, and it included a proposed
transfer of a City-owned property at 1727 Amsterdam (Manhattan Block 2060, Lot 1) to the
Health and Hospitals Corporation (HHC) by amending the 1970 Operating Agreement
between the City and HHC.  It is crucial reason that the subcommittee reject any item that
places 1727 Amsterdam in the HHC operating agreement.
 
1727 Amsterdam Avenue is currently a community health center, home to two not-for-profit
community health organizations that have been dutifully serving mainly Black and Latinx
residents of Harlem since the 1960s. These organizations currently occupy 1727 Amsterdam
and offer primary care, maternal care, dentistry and orthodontic care, radiographic services,
family planning services, a WIC site, vaccinations, gynecology, ophthalmology, podiatry,
psychiatric care for preschoolers, children, teenagers, and adults, addiction counseling, a
clubhouse, and during the COVID19 pandemic provided free masks and some of the first
vaccines in the community. HHC has never provided any of these services at this site and has
plans to evict one of the healthcare organizations in order to then demolish the health center
completely. In the wake of the distress, heartache, and loss that resulted from COVID19
pandemic, community members and the community health providers themselves learned of the
HHC plan to shutter the site.
 
But their plan has a major problem. The plot of land at block 2060 lot 1 in Manhattan is City-
owned. It has never been a site of HHC services and is not in the original operating agreement
between the City and HHC. As a result, it is subject to City Charter land disposition
procedure, the Uniform Land Use Review Process (ULURP). The effort by HHC to amend its
operating agreement to include 1727 Amsterdam is illegal for these reasons. Because HHC
does not and has never offered healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue, this site
cannot be included in an agreement that only pertains to sites where HHC operates and
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provides healthcare services. In its second article the operating agreement of 1970 stipulates
that all services currently offered by HHC at any of its sites must be continued to be offered
and operated by them in order to maintain the terms of the agreement. The plan by HHC to
effectively terminate neighborhood healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam by evicting the
community health providers runs directly counter to this crucial condition of the operating
agreement while also indicating a key element of the current operating structure of 1727
Amsterdam and its relationship to the community.
 
In 1978 the Arthur C. Logan Memorial Hospital located on Convent Avenue less than a mile
away from 1727 Amsterdam permanently closed, leaving Harlem and Northern Manhattan
bereft of its historical and vital medical services. That same year a group of organized and
dedicated Black and Latinx residents in Harlem completed their efforts to open the City-built
community healthcare clinic located at 1727 Amsterdam. They were successful because their
pressure on State and Federal politicians provided them with extra-municipal funds to open
and operate the City-built site. Led by the Selma, Mississippi-born William Hatcher, the
community organization had been working since 1968 to open the site, and in 1978 was
granted a lease by the City of New York. Today, the two healthcare operators at 1727
Amsterdam were both founded by Hatcher, and their center is a beacon of hope and health in
West Harlem, providing essential care for the poorest and neediest in our community, where
20% of households earn under $15,000 per year and the longstanding racial, economic, and
health divides of the war on drugs today live on.
 
By giving control of 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC, item LU 0238-2025 will only
exacerbate current healthcare problems in our community, comprising the health of its
members and its live in the future. I urge the subcommittee to investigate my claims by
reading the articles attached and the operating agreement. I urge the subcommittee to refuse to
pass any item that would transfer 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC in order to be shuttered
and demolished. To do the opposite would show a clear disregard for the health of Harlem
residents and contempt for community efforts to drive development that promotes health,
economic growth, housing, and a vision for the community that understands its history and its
most pressing needs.
 
 
Thank you to Chair Hanks and subcommittee members,
 
Sincerely,
J.Sanchez  
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Dear Chair Hanks and Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Sitings, and Dispositions:
 
I have grave concerns about item LU 0238-2025. The public hearing that was held yesterday
Wednesday, February 26, 2025, was not given wide public notice, and it included a proposed
transfer of a City-owned property at 1727 Amsterdam (Manhattan Block 2060, Lot 1) to the
Health and Hospitals Corporation (HHC) by amending the 1970 Operating Agreement between
the City and HHC.  It is crucial reason that the subcommittee reject any item that places 1727
Amsterdam in the HHC operating agreement.
 
1727 Amsterdam Avenue is currently a community health center, home to two not-for-profit
community health organizations that have been dutifully serving mainly Black and Latinx
residents of Harlem since the 1960s. These organizations currently occupy 1727 Amsterdam
and offer primary care, maternal care, dentistry and orthodontic care, radiographic services,
family planning services, a WIC site, vaccinations, gynecology, ophthalmology, podiatry,
psychiatric care for preschoolers, children, teenagers, and adults, addiction counseling, a
clubhouse, and during the COVID19 pandemic provided free masks and some of the first
vaccines in the community. HHC has never provided any of these services at this site and has
plans to evict one of the healthcare organizations in order to then demolish the health center
completely. In the wake of the distress, heartache, and loss that resulted from COVID19
pandemic, community members and the community health providers themselves learned of
the HHC plan to shutter the site.
 
But their plan has a major problem. The plot of land at block 2060 lot 1 in Manhattan is City-
owned. It has never been a site of HHC services and is not in the original operating agreement
between the City and HHC. As a result, it is subject to City Charter land disposition procedure,
the Uniform Land Use Review Process (ULURP). The effort by HHC to amend its operating
agreement to include 1727 Amsterdam is illegal for these reasons. Because HHC does not and
has never offered healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue, this site cannot be included
in an agreement that only pertains to sites where HHC operates and provides healthcare
services. In its second article the operating agreement of 1970 stipulates that all services
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currently offered by HHC at any of its sites must be continued to be offered and operated by
them in order to maintain the terms of the agreement. The plan by HHC to effectively
terminate neighborhood healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam by evicting the community
health providers runs directly counter to this crucial condition of the operating agreement
while also indicating a key element of the current operating structure of 1727 Amsterdam and
its relationship to the community.
 
In 1978 the Arthur C. Logan Memorial Hospital located on Convent Avenue less than a mile
away from 1727 Amsterdam permanently closed, leaving Harlem and Northern Manhattan
bereft of its historical and vital medical services. That same year a group of organized and
dedicated Black and Latinx residents in Harlem completed their efforts to open the City-built
community healthcare clinic located at 1727 Amsterdam. They were successful because their
pressure on State and Federal politicians provided them with extra-municipal funds to open
and operate the City-built site. Led by the Selma, Mississippi-born William Hatcher, the
community organization had been working since 1968 to open the site, and in 1978 was
granted a lease by the City of New York. Today, the two healthcare operators at 1727
Amsterdam were both founded by Hatcher, and their center is a beacon of hope and health in
West Harlem, providing essential care for the poorest and neediest in our community, where
20% of households earn under $15,000 per year and the longstanding racial, economic, and
health divides of the war on drugs today live on.
 
By giving control of 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC, item LU 0238-2025 will only exacerbate
current healthcare problems in our community, comprising the health of its members and its
live in the future. I urge the subcommittee to investigate my claims by reading the articles
attached and the operating agreement. I urge the subcommittee to refuse to pass any item
that would transfer 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC in order to be shuttered and
demolished. To do the opposite would show a clear disregard for the health of Harlem
residents and contempt for community efforts to drive development that promotes health,
economic growth, housing, and a vision for the community that understands its history and its
most pressing needs.
 
 
Thank you to Chair Hanks and subcommittee members,
 
Sincerely,
J. Sanchez
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Submission of public testimony regarding LU 0238-2025 by concerned citizen of West
Harlem for neighborhood action and development. 

Dear Chair Hanks and Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Sitings, and Dispositions:

I have grave concerns about item LU 0238-2025. The public hearing that was held
yesterday Wednesday, February 26, 2025, was not given wide public notice, and it included
a proposed transfer of a City-owned property at 1727 Amsterdam (Manhattan Block 2060,
Lot 1) to the Health and Hospitals Corporation (HHC) by amending the 1970 Operating
Agreement between the City and HHC. It is crucial reason that the subcommittee reject
any item that places 1727 Amsterdam in the HHC operating agreement. 

1727 Amsterdam Avenue is currently a community health center, home to two not-for-
profit community health organizations that have been dutifully serving mainly Black and
Latinx residents of Harlem since the 1960s. These organizations currently occupy 1727
Amsterdam and offer primary care, maternal care, dentistry and orthodonture care,
radiographic services, family planning services, a WIC site, vaccinations, gynecology,
ophthalmology, podiatry, psychiatric care for preschoolers, children, teenagers, and adults,
addiction counseling, a clubhouse, and during the COVID19 pandemic provided free masks
and some of the first vaccines in the community. HHC has never provided any of these
services at this site and has plans to evict one of the healthcare organizations in order to
then demolish the health center completely. In the wake of the distress, heartache, and loss
that resulted from COVID19 pandemic, community members and the community health
providers themselves learned of the HHC plan to shutter the site. 

But their plan has a major problem. The plot of land at block 2060 lot 1 in Manhattan is
City-owned. It has never been a site of HHC services and is not in the original operating
agreement between the City and HHC. As a result, it is subject to City Charter land
disposition procedure, the Uniform Land Use Review Process (ULURP). The effort by HHC
to amend its operating agreement to include 1727 Amsterdam is illegal for these reasons.
Because HHC does not and has never offered healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam



Avenue, this site cannot be included in an agreement that only pertains to sites where HHC
operates and provides healthcare services. In its second article the operating agreement of
1970 stipulates that all services currently offered by HHC at any of its sites must be
continued to be offered and operated by them in order to maintain the terms of the
agreement. The plan by HHC to effectively terminate neighborhood healthcare services at
1727 Amsterdam by evicting the community health providers runs directly counter to this
crucial condition of the operating agreement while also indicating a key element of the
current operating structure of 1727 Amsterdam and its relationship to the community. 

In 1978 the Arthur C. Logan Memorial Hospital located on Convent Avenue less than a mile
away from 1727 Amsterdam permanently closed, leaving Harlem and Northern Manhattan
bereft of its historical and vital medical services. That same year a group of organized and
dedicated Black and Latinx residents in Harlem completed their efforts to open the City-
built community healthcare clinic located at 1727 Amsterdam. They were successful
because their pressure on State and Federal politicians provided them with extra-municipal
funds to open and operate the City-built site. Led by the Selma, Mississippi-born William
Hatcher, the community organization had been working since 1968 to open the site, and in
1978 was granted a lease by the City of New York. Today, the two healthcare operators at
1727 Amsterdam were both founded by Hatcher, and their center is a beacon of hope and
health in West Harlem, providing essential care for the poorest and neediest in our
community, where 20% of households earn under $15,000 per year and the longstanding
racial, economic, and health divides of the war on drugs today live on.

By giving control of 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC, item LU 0238-2025 will only
exacerbate current healthcare problems in our community, comprising the health of its
members and its live in the future. I urge the subcommittee to investigate my claims by
reading the articles attached and the operating agreement. I urge the subcommittee to
refuse to pass any item that would transfer 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC in order to be
shuttered and demolished. To do the opposite would show a clear disregard for the health
of Harlem residents and contempt for community efforts to drive development that
promotes health, economic growth, housing, and a vision for the community that
understands its history and its most pressing needs. 

Thank you to Chair Hanks and subcommittee members,

Sincerely,

Jeff Parker

New York, NY 10031
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Dear Land Use Council, 

This is an URGENT CALL FOR IMMEDIATE ACTION from
our community to speak out against the transfer of the City-owned
property at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to NYC Health + Hospitals!!! If
H+H succeeds in getting this property transferred to them, the project
they want to build there WILL be constructed.  Their proposed project
will adversely affect our neighborhood by requiring additional
resources, overburdening law enforcement, and degrading the local
environment. 

We urgently need affordable housing. Please do not transfer the City
Owned property at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to NYC Health +
Hospitals!!! Please listen to the community and what it needs.

Thank You.
Joseph A Onorato

Joseph A Onorato

New York, NY 10031
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We, the undersigned residents of , New York, NY 10031-7026, are horrified
about the proposal to transfer 1727 Amsterdam Avenue into the hands of the Health and
Hospitals Corporation. 

This proposed takeover would replace the existing health care center and eliminate vital
medical services currently provided there.  This project was planned without any community
outreach or interface with our Community Board MCB9 and without taking our needs and
concerns for public safety and quality of life into consideration. This large-scale project will
consist of 120 supportive housing units designated specifically for NYC Health +Hospitals
patients struggling with mental illness and substance abuse, substantially increasing the
number of supportive housing units within the immediate vicinity, not including the existing
shelters or the new shelter that is now being built on Amsterdam Avenue just two blocks north
of this site. Our community already has more than its fair share of these facilities!!  What we
need is low-income housing for seniors, families, veterans, and the disabled, and truly
affordable housing for the workforce.

MCB9 passed a resolution against this project in 2023, which the City has chosen to ignore.
We the City will change its mind and now listen to hard working families that would be
negatively impacted.

Judith Matloff
John van Schaik
Anton van Schaik

-- 
-Faculty, Columbia Graduate School of Journalism
-Author at HarperCollins
-Senior Safety Advisor, Dart Center for Journalism and Trauma
www.judithmatloff.com



KAREN M. ASNER, ESQ. 
 

New York, New York 10031 
 

February 28, 2025 
 
Submission of public testimony re LU 0238-2025 / 1727 Amsterdam Avenue 
 
Dear Chair Hanks and Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Sitings, and Dispositions: 
 
I am writing to express my opposition and deep community concern regarding a proposal reportedly 
pending before this Subcommittee to transfer City-owned property at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue 
(Manhattan Block 2060, Lot 1) to the Health and Hospitals Corporation (HHC) by amending the 1970 
Operating Agreement between the City and HHC.  This opposition is shared by many neighbors I have 
spoken with in Hamilton Heights.   
 
First, any such transfer is illegal under New York law as the HHC has never provided services at this 
property/building and has admitted that it has no plans to do so in the future.  Rather, this proposed 
transfer is simply an improper attempt by the City to, among other things, avoid the mandated Uniform 
Land Use Review Process (ULURP) required for the City’s plans for this property by purporting to allow 
HHC to subsequently transfer this property via lease to a private developer.  Such a plan violates HHC’s 
statutory powers and ULURP.  See, e.g., Council of NYC v. Giuliani, 93 N.Y.2d 60 (1999).   
 
Second, this illegal plan will cause grave harm to our community by displacing critical medical and 
mental health services offered by existing providers, including primary care and medical services 
provided by Heritage Health & Housing and the Emma L. Bowen Community Center.  Deliberately 
reducing and/or eliminating existing critical mental health and medical services in our predominantly 
Black and Latino community – particularly at a time when the Trump Administration is gleefully 
destroying financial and government support to our low-income communities – is unconscionable.   
 
Third, at the hearing held on February 26, 2025, representatives of HHC misled the Subcommittee when 
they testified, under oath, that no services would change as a result of the proposal.  HHC does not and 
will not provide any services at this location, and the aforementioned existing medical services will be 
reduced or eliminated as part of this plan.   
 
For these reasons, I respectfully request that the Chair and the Subcommittee reject this proposed 
amendment as it relates to the transfer of 1727 Amsterdam to HHC. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Karen M. Asner 
Resident of Hamilton Heights/MCB9 
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Submission of public testimony regarding LU 0238-2025 by concerned citizen of
West Harlem for neighborhood action and development. 
 
Dear Chair Hanks and Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Sitings, and
Dispositions:
 
I have grave concerns about item LU 0238-2025. The public hearing that was held
yesterday Wednesday, February 26, 2025, was not given wide public notice, and it
included a proposed transfer of a City-owned property at 1727 Amsterdam
(Manhattan Block 2060, Lot 1) to the Health and Hospitals Corporation (HHC) by
amending the 1970 Operating Agreement between the City and HHC.  It is crucial
reason that the subcommittee reject any item that places 1727 Amsterdam in the
HHC operating agreement. 
 
1727 Amsterdam Avenue is currently a community health center, home to two not-
for-profit community health organizations that have been dutifully serving mainly
Black and Latinx residents of Harlem since the 1960s. These organizations
currently occupy 1727 Amsterdam and offer primary care, maternal care, dentistry
and orthodonture care, radiographic services, family planning services, a WIC site,
vaccinations, gynecology, ophthalmology, podiatry, psychiatric care for
preschoolers, children, teenagers, and adults, addiction counseling, a clubhouse, and
during the COVID19 pandemic provided free masks and some of the first vaccines
in the community. HHC has never provided any of these services at this site and has
plans to evict one of the healthcare organizations in order to then demolish the
health center completely. In the wake of the distress, heartache, and loss that
resulted from COVID19 pandemic, community members and the community health
providers themselves learned of the HHC plan to shutter the site. 
 
But their plan has a major problem. The plot of land at block 2060 lot 1 in
Manhattan is City-owned. It has never been a site of HHC services and is not in the



original operating agreement between the City and HHC. As a result, it is subject to
City Charter land disposition procedure, the Uniform Land Use Review Process
(ULURP). The effort by HHC to amend its operating agreement to include 1727
Amsterdam is illegal for these reasons. Because HHC does not and has never
offered healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue, this site cannot be included
in an agreement that only pertains to sites where HHC operates and provides
healthcare services. In its second article the operating agreement of 1970 stipulates
that all services currently offered by HHC at any of its sites must be continued to be
offered and operated by them in order to maintain the terms of the agreement. The
plan by HHC to effectively terminate neighborhood healthcare services at 1727
Amsterdam by evicting the community health providers runs directly counter to this
crucial condition of the operating agreement while also indicating a key element of
the current operating structure of 1727 Amsterdam and its relationship to the
community. 
 
In 1978 the Arthur C. Logan Memorial Hospital located on Convent Avenue less
than a mile away from 1727 Amsterdam permanently closed, leaving Harlem and
Northern Manhattan bereft of its historical and vital medical services. That same
year a group of organized and dedicated Black and Latinx residents in Harlem
completed their efforts to open the City-built community healthcare clinic located at
1727 Amsterdam. They were successful because their pressure on State and Federal
politicians provided them with extra-municipal funds to open and operate the City-
built site. Led by the Selma, Mississippi-born William Hatcher, the community
organization had been working since 1968 to open the site, and in 1978 was granted
a lease by the City of New York. Today, the two healthcare operators at 1727
Amsterdam were both founded by Hatcher, and their center is a beacon of hope and
health in West Harlem, providing essential care for the poorest and neediest in our
community, where 20% of households earn under $15,000 per year and the
longstanding racial, economic, and health divides of the war on drugs today live on.
 
By giving control of 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC, item LU 0238-2025 will
only exacerbate current healthcare problems in our community, comprising the
health of its members and its live in the future. I urge the subcommittee to
investigate my claims by reading the articles attached and the operating agreement.
I urge the subcommittee to refuse to pass any item that would transfer 1727
Amsterdam Avenue to HHC in order to be shuttered and demolished. To do the
opposite would show a clear disregard for the health of Harlem residents and
contempt for community efforts to drive development that promotes health,
economic growth, housing, and a vision for the community that understands its
history and its most pressing needs. 
 





 

 

 

February 28, 2025 

 

Dear Chair Hanks and Members of the Subcommittee on  
Landmarks, Public Sitings, and Dispositions, 
 

I am writing to express my absolute outrage and strongest possible 
opposition to LU 0238-2025, which proposes transferring 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to 
Health and Hospitals Corporation (HHC) without public notice, transparency, or 
community consultation. This is an egregious betrayal of the West Harlem community 
and a shameful example of backroom dealing that disregards the very people who live, 
work, and rely on the essential services provided at this location. 

A Backdoor Land Grab Disguised as Progress 

Let’s call this what it is: a deliberate, deceitful land grab. The City has intentionally 
circumvented public engagement, and HHC has repeatedly misrepresented the 
ownership of this property, falsely claiming it as their own until our Community Board’s 
Vice Chair, Barry Weinberg, uncovered the truth. The fact that this deception went 
unchecked for so long is disgraceful. 

Now, without so much as a conversation with Community Board 9 (CB9) or the people who 
actually live here, HHC is preparing to rip away vital healthcare services from our 
community, gutting a facility that serves thousands of patients—many of whom have 
nowhere else to turn. This is an unacceptable and irresponsible act of negligence. 

West Harlem is NOT a Dumping Ground! 

West Harlem has always been a compassionate and welcoming community. We have 
done our part. We house more supportive housing units and social service facilities than 
most other parts of the city. But what we will not tolerate is being treated as a dumping 
ground while the City steamrolls over our concerns, ignores our input, and imposes 
reckless, unbalanced development. 

For over two years, CB9’s Health & Environment Committee has highlighted the urgent 
need for mental health support, traffic decongestion, and protection of essential 
health services in this neighborhood. Yet time and again, we are ignored. We have 
passed over 22 resolutions to inform the City and Council of our community’s needs, 
yet this administration continues to make unilateral decisions that harm the very 
people they claim to serve. 



Destroying Healthcare to Make Way for More Bureaucracy 

Three critical healthcare providers operate from 1727 Amsterdam, serving thousands of 
West Harlem residents every year: 

    •    Emma L. Bowen Community Service Center – a lifeline for mental health and 
substance abuse treatment. 

    •    Heritage Healthcare Center – offering essential preventive and primary care. 

    •    The Jackson Center of Ophthalmology – providing crucial vision care to those who 
need it most. 

This reckless, ill-conceived plan would forcibly displace these essential services, 
leaving patients without care and worsening health disparities in a neighborhood 
already struggling with access to quality healthcare. 

Even worse, this entire process has been conducted in the dark, without a shred of 
transparency, accountability, or proper oversight. There has been no updated 
community needs assessment, no ULURP review, and no meaningful engagement with 
CB9—the very body elected to represent this community’s interests. 

 

The City’s Disgraceful Neglect of Due Process 

It is an outrage that the Bowery Residents Committee (BRC) has moved forward as if this 
deal is already done. Let me be absolutely clear: 

    •    This community was never consulted. 

    •    No official discussions with CB9 took place. 

    •    No effort was made to preserve the critical healthcare services currently 
operating at this site. 

This is a textbook example of bad governance—reckless, irresponsible, and 
completely unacceptable. 

 

Our Demands – Not Requests, DEMANDS 

This plan must not move forward unless the following conditions are met: 

    1.    A full, independent Community Needs Assessment must be conducted to 
determine the true impact of eliminating these healthcare services. 

    2.    A formal ULURP review must be required, ensuring full transparency and legal 
oversight. 



    3.    The preservation of all essential health services currently housed at 1727 
Amsterdam—any redevelopment must incorporate the same square footage to 
accommodate these providers. 

    4.    A comprehensive environmental impact study must be conducted and made 
public, ensuring residents are not exposed to increased air toxicity or other health hazards. 

    5.    A moratorium on further supportive housing development in West Harlem until a 
balanced, citywide distribution of social service facilities is established. We will not 
continue to bear a disproportionate burden. 

    6.    Full and transparent community engagement, including mandatory town halls 
where residents can directly challenge and shape any proposed redevelopment. 

 

Require a real, community-driven process  

This is not just about one building—this is about respect for the people of West Harlem, 
their right to healthcare, and their right to a voice in what happens in their own 
neighborhood. 

We demand that this subcommittee halt this transfer immediately and require a real, 
community-driven process that prioritizes healthcare, equity, and transparency. Anything 
less is a deliberate attack on the people of this community. 

We demand the City Council to reject this proposal in its current form and commit to an 
inclusive, community-driven planning process that prioritizes healthcare access, 
sustainability, and genuine public engagement. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
LaQuita Henry 
Co-Chair, CB9 Health and Environment Committee  
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Dear Chair Hanks and Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Sitings, and Dispositions: 

I am writing to convey my grave concerns over item LU 0238-2025, the public hearing
held yesterday on 2/26/25 which included a proposed transfer of City-owned
property at 1727 Amsterdam to Health and Hospitals Corp.  This amendment to a
long standing Operating Agreement between the City and H+H has been done with
NO notification to the public or the local Community Board 9 district where this
property lies. Neither has the public had the opportunity to review the text of the
Operating Agreement (G 250066 HHY) as it does not appear anywhere on the Council
website. That is unacceptable and gives the appearance that it is being done with the
purpose of excluding the public voice and opinion.

The Community Board 9 has been on record since 2023 expressing concerns
regarding the ownership of this site and the lack of transparency in the process and
that it should be reviewed by the Board and the community through the Uniform
Land Use Review Process.  The community continues to demand that HHC cease their
illegal circumvention of the ULURP and asks that the City Council demand the legal
right of the community be followed.

In addition, the medical and mental health services currently on site will be greatly
reduced if the current proposed lease to Bowery Residents Community for a new
housing development is approved. This is unacceptable.  Having just completed my
re-application to the Community Board, I will note the newly added question
concerning the importance of mental health services for our neighbors. This proposed
transfer of property to HHC would reduce services in a majority black and brown
neighborhood and is antithetical to this question. If that is truly a top concern for the
city then I urge the Council to review the alternate proposal made by Community
Board 9 which keeps the mental health services AND increases the needed housing
units which we all believe are needed in our city.  This could only happen if the
ULURP is allowed to move forward and an up-zoning is considered.

In conclusion, I strongly object to the inclusion of 1727 Amsterdam Avenue’s
inclusion in LU 0238-2025, consider the transfer and planned subleasing of 1727
Amsterdam Ave to be illegal, and urges that the full text of applicationG 250066
HHY be published and released and public hearing be held after such release.

Thank you for your attention, 

Laura Lesser



New York, NY 10031
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Submission of public testimony regarding LU 0238-2025 by concerned citizen of
West Harlem
for neighborhood action and development.

Dear Chair Hanks and Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Sitings, and
Dispositions:
I have grave concerns about item LU 0238-2025. The public hearing that was held
yesterday
Wednesday, February 26, 2025, was not given wide public notice, and it included
a proposed
transfer of a City-owned property at 1727 Amsterdam (Manhattan Block 2060,
Lot 1) to the
Health and Hospitals Corporation (HHC) by amending the 1970 Operating
Agreement between
the City and HHC. It is crucial reason that the subcommittee reject any item that
places 1727
Amsterdam in the HHC operating agreement.

1727 Amsterdam Avenue is currently a community health center, home to two
not-for-profit
community health organizations that have been dutifully serving mainly Black
and Latinx
residents of Harlem since the 1960s. These organizations currently occupy 1727
Amsterdam and
offer primary care, maternal care, dentistry and orthodonture care, radiographic
services, family
planning services, a WIC site, vaccinations, gynecology, ophthalmology,
podiatry, psychiatric
care for preschoolers, children, teenagers, and adults, addiction counseling, a
clubhouse, and
during the COVID19 pandemic provided free masks and some of the first
vaccines in the
community. HHC has never provided any of these services at this site and has
plans to evict one
of the healthcare organizations in order to then demolish the health center
completely. In the



wake of the distress, heartache, and loss that resulted from COVID19 pandemic,
community
members and the community health providers themselves learned of the HHC
plan to shutter the
site.

But their plan has a major problem. The plot of land at block 2060 lot 1 in
Manhattan is City-
owned. It has never been a site of HHC services and is not in the original
operating agreement
between the City and HHC. As a result, it is subject to City Charter land
disposition procedure,
the Uniform Land Use Review Process (ULURP). The effort by HHC to amend
its operating
agreement to include 1727 Amsterdam is illegal for these reasons. Because HHC
does not and
has never offered healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue, this site cannot
be included in

an agreement that only pertains to sites where HHC operates and provides
healthcare services. In
its second article the operating agreement of 1970 stipulates that all services
currently offered by
HHC at any of its sites must be continued to be offered and operated by them in
order to
maintain the terms of the agreement. The plan by HHC to effectively terminate
neighborhood
healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam by evicting the community health
providers runs directly
counter to this crucial condition of the operating agreement while also indicating a
key element
of the current operating structure of 1727 Amsterdam and its relationship to the
community.

In 1978 the Arthur C. Logan Memorial Hospital located on Convent Avenue less
than a mile
away from 1727 Amsterdam permanently closed, leaving Harlem and Northern
Manhattan bereft
of its historical and vital medical services. That same year a group of organized
and dedicated
Black and Latinx residents in Harlem completed their efforts to open the City-
built community
healthcare clinic located at 1727 Amsterdam. They were successful because their
pressure on
State and Federal politicians provided them with extra-municipal funds to open
and operate the
City-built site. Led by the Selma, Mississippi-born William Hatcher, the
community organization
had been working since 1968 to open the site, and in 1978 was granted a lease by
the City of



New York. Today, the two healthcare operators at 1727 Amsterdam were both
founded by
Hatcher, and their center is a beacon of hope and health in West Harlem,
providing essential care
for the poorest and neediest in our community, where 20% of households earn
under $15,000 per
year and the longstanding racial, economic, and health divides of the war on drugs
today live on.

By giving control of 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC, item LU 0238-2025 will
only exacerbate
current healthcare problems in our community, comprising the health of its
members and its live
in the future. I urge the subcommittee to investigate my claims by reading the
articles attached
and the operating agreement. I urge the subcommittee to refuse to pass any item
that would
transfer 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC in order to be shuttered and
demolished. To do the
opposite would show a clear disregard for the health of Harlem residents and
contempt for
community efforts to drive development that promotes health, economic growth,
housing, and a
vision for the community that understands its history and its most pressing needs.

Thank you to Chair Hanks and subcommittee members,

Sincerely,
Laurie Reeves

NYC, NY 10031



Submission of public testimony regarding LU 0238-2025 by concerned citizen of West Harlem 

for neighborhood action and development.  

 

Dear Chair Hanks and Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Sitings, and Dispositions: 
 

I have grave concerns about item LU 0238-2025. The public hearing that was held yesterday 

Wednesday, February 26, 2025, was not given wide public notice, and it included a proposed 

transfer of a City-owned property at 1727 Amsterdam (Manhattan Block 2060, Lot 1) to the 

Health and Hospitals Corporation (HHC) by amending the 1970 Operating Agreement between 

the City and HHC.  It is crucial reason that the subcommittee reject any item that places 1727 

Amsterdam in the HHC operating agreement.  

 

1727 Amsterdam Avenue is currently a community health center, home to two not-for-profit 

community health organizations that have been dutifully serving mainly Black and Latinx 

residents of Harlem since the 1960s. These organizations currently occupy 1727 Amsterdam and 

offer primary care, maternal care, dentistry and orthodonture care, radiographic services, family 

planning services, a WIC site, vaccinations, gynecology, ophthalmology, podiatry, psychiatric 

care for preschoolers, children, teenagers, and adults, addiction counseling, a clubhouse, and 

during the COVID19 pandemic provided free masks and some of the first vaccines in the 

community. HHC has never provided any of these services at this site and has plans to evict one 

of the healthcare organizations in order to then demolish the health center completely. In the 

wake of the distress, heartache, and loss that resulted from COVID19 pandemic, community 

members and the community health providers themselves learned of the HHC plan to shutter the 

site.  

 

But their plan has a major problem. The plot of land at block 2060 lot 1 in Manhattan is 

City-owned. It has never been a site of HHC services and is not in the original operating 

agreement between the City and HHC. As a result, it is subject to City Charter land disposition 

procedure, the Uniform Land Use Review Process (ULURP). The effort by HHC to amend its 

operating agreement to include 1727 Amsterdam is illegal for these reasons. Because HHC does 

not and has never offered healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue, this site cannot be 

https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7137288&GUID=19DA0D18-C4AA-4862-B9F4-1E663A1CBCCE&Options=ID%7cText%7c&Search=LU+0238-2025


included in an agreement that only pertains to sites where HHC operates and provides healthcare 

services. In its second article the operating agreement of 1970 stipulates that all services 

currently offered by HHC at any of its sites must be continued to be offered and operated by 

them in order to maintain the terms of the agreement. The plan by HHC to effectively terminate 

neighborhood healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam by evicting the community health 

providers runs directly counter to this crucial condition of the operating agreement while also 

indicating a key element of the current operating structure of 1727 Amsterdam and its 

relationship to the community.  

 

In 1978 the Arthur C. Logan Memorial Hospital located on Convent Avenue less than a mile 

away from 1727 Amsterdam permanently closed, leaving Harlem and Northern Manhattan bereft 

of its historical and vital medical services. That same year a group of organized and dedicated 

Black and Latinx residents in Harlem completed their efforts to open the City-built community 

healthcare clinic located at 1727 Amsterdam. They were successful because their pressure on 

State and Federal politicians provided them with extra-municipal funds to open and operate the 

City-built site. Led by the Selma, Mississippi-born William Hatcher, the community organization 

had been working since 1968 to open the site, and in 1978 was granted a lease by the City of 

New York. Today, the two healthcare operators at 1727 Amsterdam were both founded by 

Hatcher, and their center is a beacon of hope and health in West Harlem, providing essential care 

for the poorest and neediest in our community, where 20% of households earn under $15,000 per 

year and the longstanding racial, economic, and health divides of the war on drugs today live on. 

 

By giving control of 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC, item LU 0238-2025 will only exacerbate 

current healthcare problems in our community, comprising the health of its members and its live 

in the future. I urge the subcommittee to investigate my claims by reading the articles attached 

and the operating agreement. I urge the subcommittee to refuse to pass any item that would 

transfer 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC in order to be shuttered and demolished. To do the 

opposite would show a clear disregard for the health of Harlem residents and contempt for 

community efforts to drive development that promotes health, economic growth, housing, and a 

vision for the community that understands its history and its most pressing needs.  

 

https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7137288&GUID=19DA0D18-C4AA-4862-B9F4-1E663A1CBCCE&Options=ID%7cText%7c&Search=LU+0238-2025


 

Thank you to Chair Hanks and subcommittee members, 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Lisa Edmiston 

10031 
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Dear Chair Hanks and Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Sitings, and Dispositions: 

I am writing to convey my deep disappointment over item LU 0238-2025, the public hearing held
yesterday on 2/26/25 which included a proposed transfer of City-owned property at 1727 Amsterdam to
Health and Hospitals Corp.  This amendment to a long standing Operating Agreement between the City and
H+H has been done with NO notification to the public or the local Community Board 9 district where this
property lies. Neither has the public had the opportunity to review the text of the Operating Agreement (G
250066 HHY) as it does not appear anywhere on the Council website. That is unacceptable and gives the
appearance that it is being done with the purpose of excluding the public voice and opinion.

The Community Board 9 has been on record since 2023 expressing concerns regarding the ownership of
this site and the lack of transparency in the process and that it should be reviewed by the Board and the
community through the Uniform Land Use Review Process.  

The community continues to demand that HHC cease their illegal circumvention of the ULURP and
ask that the City Council deny this transfer; require the city to follow the law; and facilitate the legal
right of the community to participate in this process.

I strongly object to the inclusion of 1727 Amsterdam Avenue’s inclusion in LU 0238-2025, consider the
transfer and planned subleasing of 1727 Amsterdam Ave to be illegal, and urges that the full text of
application G 250066 HHY be published and released and public hearing be held after such release.

Sincerely,
Liz Waytkus
Co-Chair Housing Land Use and Zoning
Manhattan Community Board 9

mailto:landusetestimony@council.nyc.gov
https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7137288&GUID=19DA0D18-C4AA-4862-B9F4-1E663A1CBCCE&Options=ID%7CText%7C&Search=LU+0238-2025
https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7137288&GUID=19DA0D18-C4AA-4862-B9F4-1E663A1CBCCE&Options=ID%7CText%7C&Search=LU+0238-2025
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Submission of public testimony regarding LU 0238-2025 by concerned citizen of West
Harlem for neighborhood action and development.

 

Dear Chair Hanks and Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Sitings, and Dispositions:

 

I have grave concerns about item LU 0238-2025. The public hearing that was held
yesterday Wednesday, February 26, 2025, was not given wide public notice, and it
included a proposed transfer of a City-owned property at 1727 Amsterdam
(Manhattan Block 2060, Lot 1) to the Health and Hospitals Corporation (HHC) by
amending the 1970 Operating Agreement between the City and HHC.  It is crucial
reason that the subcommittee reject any item that places 1727 Amsterdam in the
HHC operating agreement.  

 

Health and Hospitals Corporation (HHC) plan to transfer the property to Bowery
Residents' Committee (BRC) to build and operate a supportive housing facility.  

145th Street between Broadway and St. Nicholas will have a total of 634 Supportive
housing units. 

Heritage Health currently has 140 Supportive Housing units

Broadway Housing currently has 34 Supportive Housing units

The Aids Foundation will add another 120 Transitional and Supportive housing units

BRC 1727 Amsterdam Avenue Project will add another 120 Supportive housing units



Childs Memorial will add another 200 or more Shelter units.

 

Replacing a Health Center which has serve the community with Supportive Housing
is a disservice to the Community.  Transferring ownership of 1727 Amsterdam to
Health and Hospital Corporation is an affront to the community.  If approved the City
Council will allow Health and Hospital Corporation to skirt its obligations under 1970
Operating Agreement and allow the transfer of 1727 Amsterdam to BRC  replacing
the existing health care providers and with supportive housing in area that is overly
saturated with said facilities.

 

 

1727 Amsterdam Avenue is currently a community health center, home to two not-for-
profit community health organizations that have been dutifully serving mainly Black
and Latinx residents of Harlem since the 1960s. These organizations currently occupy
1727 Amsterdam and offer primary care, maternal care, dentistry and orthodonture
care, radiographic services, family planning services, a WIC site, vaccinations,
gynecology, ophthalmology, podiatry, psychiatric care for preschoolers, children,
teenagers, and adults, addiction counseling, a clubhouse, and during the COVID19
pandemic provided free masks and some of the first vaccines in the community. HHC
has never provided any of these services at this site and has plans to evict one of the
healthcare organizations in order to then demolish the health center completely. In
the wake of the distress, heartache, and loss that resulted from COVID19 pandemic,
community members and the community health providers themselves learned of the
HHC plan to shutter the site.

 

But their plan has a major problem. The plot of land at block 2060 lot 1 in Manhattan
is City-owned. It has never been a site of HHC services and is not in the original
operating agreement between the City and HHC. As a result, it is subject to City
Charter land disposition procedure, the Uniform Land Use Review Process (ULURP).
The effort by HHC to amend its operating agreement to include 1727 Amsterdam is
illegal for these reasons. Because HHC does not and has never offered healthcare
services at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue, this site cannot be included in an agreement
that only pertains to sites where HHC operates and provides healthcare services. In



its second article the operating agreement of 1970 stipulates that all services
currently offered by HHC at any of its sites must be continued to be offered and
operated by them in order to maintain the terms of the agreement. The plan by HHC
to effectively terminate neighborhood healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam by
evicting the community health providers runs directly counter to this crucial condition
of the operating agreement while also indicating a key element of the current
operating structure of 1727 Amsterdam and its relationship to the community.

 

In 1978 the Arthur C. Logan Memorial Hospital located on Convent Avenue less than
a mile away from 1727 Amsterdam permanently closed, leaving Harlem and Northern
Manhattan bereft of its historical and vital medical services. That same year a group
of organized and dedicated Black and Latinx residents in Harlem completed their
efforts to open the City-built community healthcare clinic located at 1727 Amsterdam.
They were successful because their pressure on State and Federal politicians
provided them with extra-municipal funds to open and operate the City-built site. Led
by the Selma, Mississippi-born William Hatcher, the community organization had
been working since 1968 to open the site, and in 1978 was granted a lease by the
City of New York. Today, the two healthcare operators at 1727 Amsterdam were both
founded by Hatcher, and their center is a beacon of hope and health in West Harlem,
providing essential care for the poorest and neediest in our community, where 20% of
households earn under $15,000 per year and the longstanding racial, economic, and
health divides of the war on drugs today live on.

 

By giving control of 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC, item LU 0238-2025 will only
exacerbate current healthcare problems in our community, comprising the health of
its members and its live in the future. I urge the subcommittee to investigate my
claims by reading the articles attached and the operating agreement. I urge the
subcommittee to refuse to pass any item that would transfer 1727 Amsterdam
Avenue to HHC in order to be shuttered and demolished. To do the opposite would
show a clear disregard for the health of Harlem residents and contempt for
community efforts to drive development that promotes health, economic growth,
housing, and a vision for the community that understands its history and its most
pressing needs.
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Public Sitings, and Dispositions: 

I am writing to convey my grave concerns over item LU 0238-2025, the public hearing held
yesterday on 2/26/25 which included a proposed transfer of City-owned property at 1727 Amsterdam
to Health and Hospitals Corp.  This amendment to a long standing Operating Agreement between the
City and H+H has been done with NO notification to the public or the local Community Board 9
district where this property lies. Neither has the public had the opportunity to review the text of the
Operating Agreement (G 250066 HHY) as it does not appear anywhere on the Council website. That
is unacceptable and gives the appearance that it is being done with the purpose of excluding the
public voice and opinion.

The Community Board 9 has been on record since 2023 expressing concerns regarding the ownership
of this site and the lack of transparency in the process and that it should be reviewed by the Board
and the community through the Uniform Land Use Review Process.  The community continues to
demand that HHC cease their illegal circumvention of the ULURP and asks that the City Council
demand the legal right of the community be followed.

In addition, the medical and mental health services currently on site will be greatly reduced if the
current proposed lease to Bowery Residents Community for a new housing development is approved.
This is unacceptable.  Having just completed my re-application to the Community Board, I will note
the newly added question concerning the importance of mental health services for our neighbors. This
proposed transfer of property to HHC would reduce services in a majority black and brown
neighborhood and is antithetical to this question. If that is truly a top concern for the city then I urge
the Council to review the alternate proposal made by Community Board 9 which keeps the mental
health services AND increases the needed housing units which we all believe are needed in our city. 
This could only happen if the ULURP is allowed to move forward and an up-zoning is considered.

In conclusion, I strongly object to the inclusion of 1727 Amsterdam Avenue’s inclusion in LU 0238-
2025, consider the transfer and planned subleasing of 1727 Amsterdam Ave to be illegal, and urges
that the full text of applicationG 250066 HHY be published and released and public hearing be held
after such release.

With thanks for your attebtion.

Marie C St Ange

New York, NY 



Submission of public testimony regarding LU 0238-2025 by concerned citizen of West Harlem 

for neighborhood action and development.  

 

Dear Chair Hanks and Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Sitings, and Dispositions: 
 

I have grave concerns about item LU 0238-2025. The public hearing that was held yesterday 

Wednesday, February 26, 2025, was not given wide public notice, and it included a proposed 

transfer of a City-owned property at 1727 Amsterdam (Manhattan Block 2060, Lot 1) to the 

Health and Hospitals Corporation (HHC) by amending the 1970 Operating Agreement between 

the City and HHC.  It is crucial reason that the subcommittee reject any item that places 1727 

Amsterdam in the HHC operating agreement.  

 

1727 Amsterdam Avenue is currently a community health center, home to two not-for-profit 

community health organizations that have been dutifully serving mainly Black and Latinx 

residents of Harlem since the 1960s. These organizations currently occupy 1727 Amsterdam and 

offer primary care, maternal care, dentistry and orthodonture care, radiographic services, family 

planning services, a WIC site, vaccinations, gynecology, ophthalmology, podiatry, psychiatric 

care for preschoolers, children, teenagers, and adults, addiction counseling, a clubhouse, and 

during the COVID19 pandemic provided free masks and some of the first vaccines in the 

community. HHC has never provided any of these services at this site and has plans to evict one 

of the healthcare organizations in order to then demolish the health center completely. In the 

wake of the distress, heartache, and loss that resulted from COVID19 pandemic, community 

members and the community health providers themselves learned of the HHC plan to shutter the 

site.  

 

But their plan has a major problem. The plot of land at block 2060 lot 1 in Manhattan is City-

owned. It has never been a site of HHC services and is not in the original operating agreement 

between the City and HHC. As a result, it is subject to City Charter land disposition procedure, 

the Uniform Land Use Review Process (ULURP). The effort by HHC to amend its operating 

agreement to include 1727 Amsterdam is illegal for these reasons. Because HHC does not and 

has never offered healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue, this site cannot be included in 

https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7137288&GUID=19DA0D18-C4AA-4862-B9F4-1E663A1CBCCE&Options=ID%7cText%7c&Search=LU+0238-2025


an agreement that only pertains to sites where HHC operates and provides healthcare services. In 

its second article the operating agreement of 1970 stipulates that all services currently offered by 

HHC at any of its sites must be continued to be offered and operated by them in order to 

maintain the terms of the agreement. The plan by HHC to effectively terminate neighborhood 

healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam by evicting the community health providers runs directly 

counter to this crucial condition of the operating agreement while also indicating a key element 

of the current operating structure of 1727 Amsterdam and its relationship to the community.  

 

In 1978 the Arthur C. Logan Memorial Hospital located on Convent Avenue less than a mile 

away from 1727 Amsterdam permanently closed, leaving Harlem and Northern Manhattan bereft 

of its historical and vital medical services. That same year a group of organized and dedicated 

Black and Latinx residents in Harlem completed their efforts to open the City-built community 

healthcare clinic located at 1727 Amsterdam. They were successful because their pressure on 

State and Federal politicians provided them with extra-municipal funds to open and operate the 

City-built site. Led by the Selma, Mississippi-born William Hatcher, the community organization 

had been working since 1968 to open the site, and in 1978 was granted a lease by the City of 

New York. Today, the two healthcare operators at 1727 Amsterdam were both founded by 

Hatcher, and their center is a beacon of hope and health in West Harlem, providing essential care 

for the poorest and neediest in our community, where 20% of households earn under $15,000 per 

year and the longstanding racial, economic, and health divides of the war on drugs today live on. 

 

By giving control of 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC, item LU 0238-2025 will only exacerbate 

current healthcare problems in our community, comprising the health of its members and its live 

in the future. I urge the subcommittee to investigate my claims by reading the articles attached 

and the operating agreement. I urge the subcommittee to refuse to pass any item that would 

transfer 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC in order to be shuttered and demolished. To do the 

opposite would show a clear disregard for the health of Harlem residents and contempt for 

community efforts to drive development that promotes health, economic growth, housing, and a 

vision for the community that understands its history and its most pressing needs.  

 

 

https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7137288&GUID=19DA0D18-C4AA-4862-B9F4-1E663A1CBCCE&Options=ID%7cText%7c&Search=LU+0238-2025


Thank you to Chair Hanks and subcommittee members, 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 



From: Max Shuppert
To: Land Use Testimony; District7
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Public Testimony re LU 0238-2025 and 1727 Amsterdam Avenue
Date: Saturday, March 1, 2025 9:58:35 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open
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Dear Council, Sean Abreu, et. Al:

I have little to add to the Community Board 9 letter other than to point out that ours is not an
affluent community, one with a high concentration of Section 8 buildings and a new high-rise
project for people under duress under construction on Amsterdam Avenue between W147 and
W148. I know of no one on my block happy about that development. To further  increase the
numbers of people-in-need in a relatively small area is to, in effect, encourage the
ghettoization of our neighborhood, harming those of us who live here with families and the
business owners who struggle mightily to survive.

Our area seems to be the city council’s piñata of late, from installing unwanted, unsightly trash
dumpsters up and down our streets; ignoring our pleas about racing drivers through our
neighborhoods; homeless encampments on the Broadway mall and adjacent streets; e-bike
riders who cannot be bothered to observe any sort of traffic law, to placing the aforementioned
new construction at a much higher density than the rest of this area, to this further insult of
illegally transferring the property at Amsterdam/W145 for yet more concentration of poverty
— why not the Upper East Side? Why not Sutton Place? Why not the West Village? Why is it,
again, our area?

Why the cloak/dagger of abrogating the law to do so?

Come on, get it together. You cannot continue to use our area as a dumping ground.

Very Sincerely,

Max Shuppert



 

Morningside Heights  | Manhattanville  | Hamilton Heights  | Sugar Hill 
 

3291/3295 Broadway 
New York, NY  10027 
Phone: (212)864-6200 
Email: info@cb9m.org 

 

 
 

 

February 27th,2025 

 

 

Submission of public testimony regarding LU 0238-2025 on behalf of Manhattan Community 

Board 9 by Barry Weinberg, First Vice Chair, as Acting Chair in the temporary absence of the 

Chair. 

 

Dear Chair Hanks and Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Sitings, and Dispositions: 

 

Manhattan Community Board 9 writes to convey its grave concerns over item LU 0238-2025, a 

public hearing on which was held yesterday, Wednesday February 26, 2025. MCB9 did not 

receive public notice of this hearing, which appears to include a proposed transfer of a City-

owned property at 1727 Amsterdam (Manhattan Block 2060, Lot 1) to the Health and Hospitals 

Corporation by amending the 1970 Operating Agreement between the City and Health and 

Hospitals. This would be the first amendment of the Operating Agreement in 55 years. We urge 

the City Council to reject any attempt to transfer 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to the Health and 

Hospitals Corporation. Further, we believe any such transfer is illegal, as HHC has never 

operated medical services at the site, does not by its own admission plan to offer medical 

services at the site, and seeks to exceed its statutory powers by conveying the property to a third-

party developer. Finally, we implore the City Council to help stop the removal from 1727 

Amsterdam Avenue of the mental health services provided by the Emma L. Bowen Community 

Center and the primary care and medical services provided by Heritage Health & Housing. In 

this case, HHC is deliberately reducing health and mental health services in our predominantly 

Black and Latino communities for real estate development purposes that are not permitted by its 

authorizing statute. 

 

Furthermore, neither we as MCB9 nor the public have had the opportunity to review the text of 

G 250066 HHY (H+H Operating Agreement), as the full text of the item does not appear to be 

included anywhere in Legistar or the Council website. It is not feasible to have a public hearing 

on a document that has not been made publicly available, and we request that G 250066 HHY be 

made publicly available for review and a subsequent public hearing be scheduled for a time that 

allows adequate review of the G 250066 HHY post-publication. 

 

Additionally, we strongly believe that this lack of notice was deliberate malfeasance by Health 

and Hospitals Corporation, HHC Assistant Vice President for Government & Community Affairs 

Maidel De La Cruz, HHC Deputy General Counsel Jeremy Berman, and HHC Assistant Vice 

President of Housing and Real Estate Leora Jontef. These three individuals have engaged in 

shameful and deceitful conduct with regard to Manhattan Community Board 9 and the West 

Harlem and entire Uptown community over the past nearly 3 years. We have met repeatedly with 

all three of these individuals to object to their illegal circumvention of the Uniform Land Use  
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Review Process in their proposed eviction of health and mental health services currently 

operating at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue so that they can lease the land to Bowery Residents 

Community for a new development. At each of these meetings, the aforementioned individuals 

have lied to us and said that HHC already owns or effectively owns the site, not the City of New 

York, and that therefore no ULURP is required. It appears that they have now seen that they will 

have to make the facts match their lies, which has motivated their quiet application to add this 

property to their Operating Agreement. The redevelopment proposal was also deliberately hidden 

from the public and MCB9 for years. When MCB9 called HHC after hearing from neighbors to 

the site that soil samples were being taken, Maidel De La Cruz responded “Um, uh, I don’t think 

you’re supposed to know about that yet.” This type of cavalier disregard for transparency and 

required process when disposing of City-owned assets and real estate is completely unacceptable 

and antithetical to the principles laid out in the City Charter. For more on the history of this site 

and MCB9’s position on it, please find attached MCB9’s June 15, 2023 Resolution Re: 1727 

Amsterdam Avenue. 

 

We will also note that Maidel De La Cruz lied again, this time after swearing to tell the truth to 

the Subcommittee. Specifically, at Wednesday’s hearing Councilmember Marte asked Maidel De 

La Cruz, “Just to confirm… this is just procedural? None of the services are going to change or 

be eliminated from any of these facilities?” Ms. De La Cruz replied “That is correct. This would 

not change the operations. Everything will remain as-is except a very technical clean-up in 

paperwork.” This is a bald-faced lie, as HHC intends to remove the mental health services 

provided by the Emma L. Bowen Community Center and the primary care and other healthcare 

services provided by Heritage Health and Housing from 1727 Amsterdam Avenue so that it can 

be demolished. Heritage Health and Housing Chief Financial Officer Doug Blomberg attempted 

to point this out immediately after Ms. De La Cruz’s response to CM Marte by explaining that 

Heritage’s health services were being displaced, but his testimony was cut off by the time limit. 

We would strongly encourage the City Council to look into Ms. De La Cruz’s deliberate lying 

under oath to the Subcommittee and consider appropriate sanctions or repercussions. 

 

In short, this is a disposition of City-owned land at which neither HHC nor the City provides or 

intends to provide health services. This makes it ineligible to be added to the HHC Operating 

Agreement, which means any transfer, lease, or disposition of this piece of City-owned property 

must go through the Uniform Land Use Review Process (ULURP). ULURP requires a public 

hearing before the affected community board (in this case Manhattan Community Board 9) 

before decisions by the City Planning Commission and the City Council. 

 

New York State’s highest court, the Court of Appeals, has already ruled in the case Council of 

NYC v. Giuliani [93 N.Y.2d 60 (1999), 710 N.E.2d 255, 687 N.Y.S.2d 609] that the limits of 

HHC’s statutory powers prevent it from disposing of property to third-parties without going 

through ULURP. For a brief synopsis of the case, please see the Center for Constitutional Rights 

summary of the Campaign to Save Our Hospitals. The Court of Appeals not only ruled that  
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“Indeed, there is a glaring absence of a suicide provision in the Act, and section 7385 (6) and (8) 

cannot be read to allow HHC to divest itself of its assets and property,” but it also ruled that the  

 

lower courts were correct in their rulings that “that the subleasing of HHC facilities was subject 

to ULURP, that the sublease required the approval of the Mayor and City Council, and that HHC  

did not have the statutory authority to sublease Coney Island Hospital.” In this case, HHC 

intends to sublease the site to Bowery Residents Committee after removing health and mental  

health services from the site. Your very own body, the New York City Council, fought in this 

lawsuit to make sure that the Mayor and executive branch could not unilaterally dismantle our 

City’s public health services. The statute only allows HHC to exercise its powers for its 

corporate purposes to provide healthcare and mental health services. HHC has made it clear that 

it has never and does not intend to ever offer health services at this site. HHC instead proposes to 

build housing, which is outside of the powers granted to it by the State Legislature in 1969. 

 

HHC cannot be used as a shell corporation to make an end-run around the ULURP for the 

disposition of City property. The City Council fought hard to preserve its powers against 

Giuliani administration, and it should not give up those powers now by enabling the illegal 

transfer of 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC so that HHC can remove much-needed mental 

health and healthcare services from the site and then convey this City-owned property to Bowery 

Residents Committee without going through ULURP. 

 

Once again, Manhattan Community Board 9 strenuously objects to 1727 Amsterdam Avenue’s 

inclusion in LU 0238-2025, considers the transfer and planned subleasing of 1727 Amsterdam 

Avenue to be illegal, and urges that the full text of application G 250066 HHY be published and 

released and a public hearing be held after such release. 

 

With gratitude to Councilmember Hanks and the Subcommittee, 

 

Barry Weinberg 

 
First Vice Chair (Acting Chair) 

Manhattan Community Board 9 

(212) 864-6200 
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Manhattan Community Board 3   Brooklyn Community Board 2 
59 East 4th Street,     350 Jay Street, 8th Floor 

New York, NY 10003                Brooklyn, NY 11201 

Email: mn03@cb.nyc.gov    Email: bk02@cb.nyc.gov 

 

Brooklyn Community Board 3   Brooklyn Community Board 5 
1360 Fulton Street,     127 Pennsylvania Avenue, 2nd Floor 

Brooklyn, NY 11216     Brooklyn, New York 11207 

Email: bk03@cb.nyc.gov    Email: BK05@cb.nyc.gov 

 

Bronx Community Board 1    Bronx Community Board 4 
3024 Third Avenue     1650 Selwyn Avenue, #11A 

Bronx, NY 10455     Bronx, NY 10457 

Email: BX01@cb.nyc.gov    Email: bx04@cb.nyc.gov 

 

Bronx Community Board 7     
229-A East 204th Street     

Bronx, NY 104581650 Selwyn Avenue, #11A   

Email: kcabreracarrera@cb.nyc.gov               

 

 

Dear Fellow Community Boards, 

 

It has come to the attention of Manhattan Community Board 9 that a public hearing was held 

yesterday, Wednesday February 26, 2025, by the City Council Subcommittee on Landmarks, 

Public Sitings, and Dispositions that included a parcel of land at 1727 Amsterdam in the confines 

of Manhattan Community District 9. MCB9 was never notified of this hearing and was thus not 

given the opportunity to testify in-person. We wanted to bring this item, LU 0238-2025, to your 

attention in case your Community Board was also unaware of the item. 

 

LU 0238-2025 (legislative detail from Legistar attached) is an application number  

“G 250066 HHY (H+H Operating Agreement) submitted by the New York City 

Department of Citywide Administrative Services pursuant to Section 7387(1) of the 

Unconsolidated Laws of the State of New York known as the New York City Health and 

Hospitals (“H+H”) Enabling Act, for the transfer of the following properties from the 

City of New York (the “City”) to H+H…” 
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The application contains nine parcels, one of which is in your community district. The 

presentation given by HHC is also attached for your review. We have requested the full text of G 

250066 HHY, but we have not yet received it. 

 

This disposition of New York City property should arguably go before the Community Boards 

through the Universal Land Use Review Process. While we cannot speak to the other 8 parcels, 

MCB9 believes that HHC’s proposed redevelopment of the parcel in our district, 1727 

Amsterdam Avenue, is the impetus for this entire item. HHC, which does not own or have 

control of 1727 Amsterdam Avenue, nor has it ever offered services there, by their own 

admission to MCB9 numerous times and in this presentation. HHC intends to take the land from 

the City and then transfer the land to Bowery Residents Committee for redevelopment, which 

exceeds the statutory authority given to HHC by the Legislature. When we pointed out that HHC 

did not own or control this land, HHC set about to rectify it by adding the property, along with 8 

others, to their Operating Agreement, which according to their testimony has not been modified 

since 1970. This is a blatant end-run around the ULURP in an effort to exclude community 

participation. MCB9 is planning to submit written testimony on this item and urge that a proper 

public hearing with advanced notice and access to the application be held by the Subcommittee. 

 

While every parcel and Community Board is different, we wanted to make sure you were aware 

of this land use item and had the opportunity to confer with your elected(s) and the general 

public. Please feel free to reach out to MCB9 for more details. 

 

Yours in solidarity, 

 

 
Barry Weinberg 

First Vice Chair (Acting Chair) 

Manhattan Community Board No. 9 



 
3291 Broadway, New York, NY 10031 

(212) 864-6200 

 

June 20th, 2023 

 

 

Hon. Dr. Mitchell Katz 

President and Chief Executive Officer  

NYC Health + Hospitals Corporation 

50 Water St., Suite 1702  

New York, NY 10004 

 

Dear Dr. Katz: 

 

During its regularly-scheduled General Board Meeting held on June 15, 2023, in a hybrid in-

person and virtual format, Manhattan Community Board 9 passed the resolution below regarding 

plans put forth by New York City Health and Hospitals Corporation (HHC) and Bowery 

Residents Committee (BRC) for redeveloping the site of the Emma L. Bowen Community 

Services Center at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue on the northeast corner of West 145th Street and 

Amsterdam Avenue by unanimous consent with 43 members in attendance. 

 

I also want to personally express my frustration with the events of the past 9 months. MCB9 had 

to find out about this development from a call from a constituent in the district in late August 

2022. When we inquired with HHC as to the plans for the site, we were told "I don't think you're 

supposed to know about that yet," and it was explained that HHC had planned to brief the 

community only after the plans had been filed with the Department of Buildings. The proposed 

developers and HHC still have not conducted any outreach to the neighboring school, PS 153 

Adam Clayton Powell Jr. Elementary School, despite being urged to do so as early as September 

2022. I cannot help but feel that a more experienced affordable and supportive housing developer 

with stronger ties to the West Harlem community would not have made these mistakes.  

 

This type of secretive, years-long development process that deliberately avoids public scrutiny is 

completely unacceptable and antithetical to the processes and principles laid out in the New York 

City Charter. Had MCB9 been included in the process from the beginning, we could have 

outlined our preference for a larger building with more affordable housing units and increased 

square footage for healthcare services 3 years ago, allowing the project to have already 

completed the Uniform Land Use Review Process required for an upzoning. 
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City-owned land is a rare commodity in our district, and public subsidies for affordable housing 

are valuable and scarce. It does not make sense to waste the opportunity to use them to create as 

much housing as possible when the opportunity arises. MCB9 looks forward to being an active 

and engaged partner in coming up with a new proposal for 1727 Amsterdam Avenue that fully 

meets the community's needs for healthcare and mental health services, supportive housing, and 

affordable housing. 

 

To that end, please see the below resolution: 

 

WHEREAS on or about August 24, 2022, a member of the West Harlem community observed 

dumpsters being filled up with debris and soil samples being taken at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue 

(Manhattan Block 2060, Lot 1) and reached out to Manhattan Community Board 9 (MCB9) to 

inquire as to what was happening at the healthcare facility at that site; and 

WHEREAS MCB9 had not received notice of any proposed change in use at the site, which 

formerly housed City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH) services and offices 

and is currently home to various health providers serving the West Harlem community, including 

Heritage Health and Housing (a federally qualified health center providing primary care and 

other services), Jackson Ophthalmology group, and the Emma L. Bowen Community Service 

Center (“the Emma Bowen Center,” which provides mental health care for individuals with 

moderate to severe mental health issues, addiction treatment services, a food pantry, a daycare 

for children with special developmental and behavior needs, and which currently has a contract 

with DOHMH to provide Psychosocial Club and Behavioral Health Care Coordination at 1727 

Amsterdam Avenue); and 

WHEREAS when MCB9 asked New York City Health and Hospitals Corporation (HHC or 

“H+H”) what was happening at the site, MCB9 was told “I don’t think you’re supposed to know 

about that yet;” and 

WHEREAS MCB9 has always maintained that City agencies and other partner organizations 

like HHC can best serve the West Harlem community by working proactively with MCB9 to 

jointly develop plans before they are implemented; and 

WHEREAS MCB9 was subsequently informed in September 2022 that HHC planned to lease 

the site to Bowery Residents Committee (BRC) to be developed into a building called “Hill Top 

Apartments” with 120 supportive housing studio units and 80 affordable housing units and a unit 
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for a live-in superintendent over 159,000 square feet of residential space, with only 17,000  

square feet of space reserved for health care facilities to enable the return of the Emma L. Bowen 

Community Service Center; and 

WHEREAS MCB9 subsequently found out that HHC began this process during the 

administration of Mayor Bill DeBlasio and selected BRC to redevelop the site three years prior 

in 2019 without notifying the community or MCB9; and 

WHEREAS the current structure at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue has approximately 59,209 square 

feet of space for health care facilities; and 

WHEREAS there is a deep and growing need for community-based mental health services to 

treat sharp increases in mental health problems that have emerged before and during the COVID-

19 pandemic; and 

WHEREAS HHC and BRC informed MCB9 that the Hill Top Apartments plan does not 

envision the return of Heritage Healthcare or the primary care services they provided; and 

WHEREAS access to primary care, mental health services, and other services needs to be 

expanded in West Harlem, not curtailed; and 

WHEREAS community-based mental health services like the Emma Bowen Center were 

intended as part of the “deinstitutionalization movement” in the 1960s and 1970s to replace state 

and private psychiatric institutions and hospitals that had been documented to be severely 

mistreating individuals with mental health issues while sequestering them from society, but very 

few community-based mental health service providers were ever built and run to deal with 

individuals who would previously reside in such psychiatric institutions; and 

WHEREAS MCB9 finds the reduction of healthcare provider space in the Hill Top Apartments 

plan developed by HHC and BRC to be unacceptable, ill-advised, and counter to the needs of the 

West Harlem community; and 

WHEREAS BRC’s operations are approximately 75% homeless shelters and transitional 

housing, with less than a quarter of their operations comprising of supportive housing projects; 

and 

WHEREAS BRC has recently been the subject of investigations by the Comptroller of the City 

of New York relating to their contracts to provide homeless outreach services at Penn Station; 

and 
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WHEREAS BRC has no track record of operations in West Harlem; and 

WHEREAS both the existing structure and public plaza at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue and the 

proposed Hill Top Apartments plan lack any ground floor retail space that could provide “eyes 

on the street,” street activity, and connect the existing important retail corridor along West 145th 

Street; and 

WHEREAS the West Harlem community has proposed an alternative plan (“the community 

proposal”) that would rezone 1727 Amsterdam Avenue from its current R7A designation to an 

R8A designation, which would allow for approximately 297,792 square feet of developable 

space (not including basement or cellar space), which could be used for 20,000 square feet of 

ground floor commercial space to house retail including but not specifically a supermarket; 

40,000 square feet of healthcare facility space; and 237,000 square feet of residential space, 

which would be an increase of approximately 50% to the residential square footage on the site,  

and which also calls for BRC to be replaced or partnered with a local supportive housing 

provider with a longer track record of providing supportive housing in West Harlem; and 

WHEREAS MCB9 maintains that there is a large unmet need for additional family-sized 

apartments of 2 bedrooms and up in West Harlem, and that a disproportionate influx of studio 

apartments is not as beneficial to the community as a project with a larger number of family 

units; and  

WHEREAS when on February 13, 2023, MCB9 met with the City Department of Housing 

Preservation and Development (HPD), which administers financing for supportive housing for 

projects including the Hill Top Apartments project, to inquire whether a revision of the project 

could be made to include additional housing in line with the community proposal, HPD 

responded that they were trying to “avoid ULURP” (the Uniform Land Use Review Process) as 

it would require a longer timeframe than the Hill Top Apartments proposal that built within the 

limits of the existing R7A zoning; and 

WHEREAS MCB9 maintains that the Hill Top Apartments proposal must also go through the 

ULURP because it is a lease or disposition of land/real property owned by the City of New York, 

which means that there is no delay caused by the community proposal; and 

WHEREAS Section 197-c of the New York City Charter regarding the Uniform Land Use 

Review Process (ULURP) mandates that  
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“Except as otherwise provided in this charter, applications  by  any  person  or  agency  

for changes,   approvals,  contracts,  consents,  permits  or  authorization thereof, 

respecting the use, development or improvement of real property subject to city 

regulation shall  be  reviewed  pursuant  to  a  uniform review procedure in the following 

categories: 

… 

(10)  Sale, lease (other than the lease of office space), exchange, or other  disposition  of 

the real property of the city, including the sale or lease of land under water pursuant to 

section  sixteen  hundred  two, chapter fifteen, and other applicable provisions of law;” 

 and 

 

WHEREAS 1727 Amsterdam is owned by the City of New York while being managed and 

operated by HHC, thus making it “the real property of the city;” and 

WHEREAS the proposed lease of 1727 Amsterdam Avenue by HHC to BRC is therefore a 

“sale, lease…, exchange, or other disposition of the real property of the city,” regardless of 

whether or not the City is managing or operating the site; and 

WHEREAS the decision in Campaign to Save Our Pub. Hosps.-Queens Coalition v Giuliani, 

172 Misc 2d 893 2nd Dept 1997, declared that “the subleasing of HHC facilities requires the 

application of ULURP and the approval of the Council” and further declared that “the sublease 

of CIH [Coney Island Hospital, an HHC facility] to PHYS-NY [a third-party nonprofit operator] 

constitutes an ultra vires act and violates the HHC Act,” findings that were upheld by the New 

York Court of Appeals on March 30, 1999 in Council of the City of New York v. Giuliani, 99 NY 

Int. 0041, where the Court of Appeals ruled, “HHC must continue to fulfill its statutory mission 

within the confines of its powers and purposes as established by its enabling legislation;” and 

WHEREAS the proposed Hill Top Apartments project and its requisite lease to BRC has not 

gone through the ULURP as mandated by the New York City Charter; and 

WHEREAS a title search for 1727 Amsterdam Avenue performed by ProNational Title Agency 

on December 12, 2022 confirmed that the owner of 1727 Amsterdam Avenue is the City of New 

York; and 

WHEREAS HHC knows that the City owns 1727 Amsterdam, having recorded in the minutes 

of its Thursday, April 24, 2014 meeting of the HHC Board of Directors (the April 2014 minutes) 

that Mr. Jeremy Berman, at the time the Deputy Counsel in HHC’s Office of Legal Affairs, 

stated, “This is a building which is owned by the City of New York and was built in the early  
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1970s and for the purpose of housing DOH [DOHMH] programs of a community-based health 

care provider;” and 

WHEREAS prior to the April 24, 2014 minutes, HHC explained the history of the 1727 

Amsterdam Avenue’s ownership and control on September 12, 2013 in a resolution (the 

September 2013 resolution) before the Capital Committee of the HHC Board of Directors, noting 

“WHEREAS, in the mid 1970’s the Building, consisting of four floors totaling 

approximately 59,000 square feet plus a basement, was jointly constructed by the 

Corporation and the City of New York (the “City”) to serve as a primary care facility to 

be operated by the Corporation but the fiscal crisis left both the City and the Corporation 

without funds to develop and operate such a program; and 

 

WHEREAS, to make use of the Building, the City licensed approximately half to 

Washington Heights-West Harlem-Inwood Mental Health Council, Inc. (“Council”) for 

the operation of a community mental health center which evolved in subsequent years 

into a license of the entire Building with the balance being used for an ambulatory care 

facility both of which were financed largely by City Medicaid and other City funds; and 

 

WHEREAS, although the Corporation had no program at the Building, it was drawn into 

being its manager and administrator due to the original (though aborted) plans and 

intentions of the planners and builders of the Building; and 

… 

WHEREAS, since the late 1980’s the Corporation has endeavored, without success, to 

withdraw from any role with the Building given its tangential relationship to the 

Corporation [emphasis added] thereby leaving the Corporation with the burden of 

operating the Building through Harlem Hospital Center, collecting the license fees from 

the occupants of the building and supporting the deficit at which the Building operates;”  

 

Thereby demonstrating that HHC knows that it does not own the building, even though it has the 

responsibility of operating and maintaining the building; and 

WHEREAS on July 20, 2022, Jeremy Berman, the Deputy Counsel to HHC, swore in an 

affidavit (the July 2022 affidavit) that “H+H has jurisdiction over the property known as 1727 

Amsterdam Avenue, New York, NY (the ‘Property’ [emphasis original]) which is owned by the 

City of New York (the “City” [emphasis original])” in order to “facilitate BRC’s filings of the  

necessary applications for building permits for the Property with the City Buildings Department” 

by authorizing BRC to make such filings on behalf of HHC; and 

WHEREAS all of the above-referenced documents (the September 2013 resolution, the April 

2014 minutes, and the July 2022 affidavit) indicates that while HHC may operate the building, 

they know that it is the real property of the City of New York and a site at which City-funded 
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services are provided and which City capital funds have been used to construct and upgrade, 

which makes it subject to the ULURP; and 

WHEREAS given that HHC knows or ought to know that they are required to go through the 

ULURP when leasing and redeveloping the 1727 Amsterdam Avenue site because MCB9 raised 

the issue with HHC during MCB9’s September 8th, 2022 Executive Committee meeting and 

then again in a meeting with Deputy Counsel Jeremy Berman and others from HHC and BRC in 

a September 29, 2022 meeting titled by HHC as “ULURP with Manhattan CB9”; and 

WHEREAS HPD, being a City agency, knows or ought to know that lease and redevelopment 

of the City-owned site at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue is required to go through the ULURP; and 

WHEREAS DOB, being a City agency, knows or ought to know that they should not issue 

permits for construction on the City-owned site at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue by a third party to 

whom an affidavit has been sworn that is intended to be a lessee of the City-owned real property 

without that property first going through the ULURP; and 

WHEREAS MCB9 definitely knows that the relevant parties must go through ULURP when 

leasing and redeveloping City-owned real property because we have read the New York City 

Charter; and 

WHEREAS while MCB9 is not a law firm or law enforcement agency, MCB9 believes that 

violating the New York City Charter Section 197-c exposes the City, HHC, and BRC to lawsuits 

or other legal action; and 

WHEREAS the proposed HHC and BRC project at 1727 Amsterdam is using public land owned 

by the City of New York and public financing from both supportive housing funding 

mechanisms and bonds from the Housing Development Corporation (HDC) to advance a project 

that does not maximize the public benefit in that it does not build enough housing and reduces 

healthcare services in West Harlem; and 

 

WHEREAS on the West Harlem community values the preservation of landmarks and the 

importance of maintaining the character of our neighborhood; and 

WHEREAS the redevelopment of the block at 1727 Amsterdam presents an opportunity to 

create a beacon of architectural excellence and cultural significance; and 

WHEREAS it is essential to prioritize the inclusion of fine renderings that showcase the 

building as a jewel on the hill, reflecting its historic and cultural signature rather than a generic 
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design; and 

WHEREAS the consideration of lighting, facade design, plaza design, and visible artwork at 

1727 Amsterdam should be culturally and historically appropriate, adding to the overall aesthetic 

and appeal of the community; and 

WHEREAS the local community has expressed a preference that the entrance the residences be 

placed on West 145th Street, instead of Amsterdam Avenue or West 146th Street; and 

WHEREAS our community is committed to ensuring a healthy environment and managing air  

quality concerns and prefers any new residential construction be of non-smoking buildings with 

discrete and dedicated outdoor spaces for smoking that do not push smokers to adjacent 

properties; and 

WHEREAS conducting comprehensive environmental assessments and seeking input from the 

established community is crucial to address potential air toxicity and mitigate any adverse 

effects; and 

WHEREAS our community recognizes the need to balance population growth with the 

availability of essential services; and 

WHEREAS it is important to provide housing for our current and long-time residents; and 

WHEREAS our community is deeply appreciative of the medical and clinic facilities, such as 

the Emma Bowen Community Center, the Jackson Center of Ophthalmology, Heritage Health 

and Housing, Inc., and occasional City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene services 

provided over the years at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue, which have been instrumental in 

eradicating health disparities and providing high-quality care; and 

WHEREAS the facilities mentioned above have demonstrated proficiency, stability, patient 

preference, and an array of expertise and resources, contributing significantly to the well-being 

of our community; and 

WHEREAS concerns have been raised by both MCB9 and the general public in West Harlem  

about the lack of transparency and community involvement in the decision-making process for 

the redevelopment of 1727 Amsterdam Avenue, and there is a strong desire to reevaluate the 

current plan and engage in meaningful public discussion; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Manhattan Community Board 9 calls on HHC, HPD, 

and all other City agencies and relevant partners to cease the illegal circumvention of the 
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Uniform Land Use Review Process at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue and submit any proposed lease 

or other disposition of the site through the ULURP; and 

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that MCB9 calls upon the administration of 

Mayor Eric Adams to abort this unnecessary and illegal redevelopment plan concocted by the 

administration of former Mayor Bill de Blasio and instead support the plan put forth by the West 

Harlem community to generate 50% more housing at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue while 

expanding the mental health services at that site; and 

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that MCB9 expresses its most severe 

disquietude with regards to the legal risk to which HPD, HHC, and BRC are exposing the City 

by illegally circumventing the ULURP and thus inviting Article 78 proceedings or other legal 

challenges to the HHC and BRC project; and 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that MCB9 urges HDC to confirm that their financial plans 

for any bonds related to 1727 Amsterdam Avenue account for the additional time that the 

ULURP may add to the project compared to if the project were developed as-of-right on private 

property; and 

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that MCB9 supports the community plan as an 

alternative to the HHC and BRC plan and urges HHC and the City to revise the redevelopment 

plans for 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to address the community's concerns and needs around  

affordable housing, healthcare and mental health services, and an active retail streetscape at the 

site; and 

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that MCB9 urges the City and HHC to ensure 

that the new blueprint for the redevelopment of 1727 Amsterdam Avenue is done with an R8A 

zoning designation that allows for the inclusion in the project of the same square footage 

required to accommodate the existing and necessary community services while creating 50% 

more housing than what is planned under the Hill Top Apartments proposal put forth by HHC 

and BRC by an estimated 78,000 square feet be embraced by HHC and the City; and 

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that MCB9 urgest the City and HHC to either 

select as a development partner for or as a replacement for BRC a different developer with 

extensive experience in developing supportive housing and/or affordable housing in West 

Harlem; and 
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THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the refined blueprint for 1727 Amsterdam 

Avenue must ensure adequate space, staffing, and equipment for the facilities mentioned earlier, 

enabling them to continue their essential functions and serve the community effectively; and 

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the community must actively participate 

in the process to refine the proposal for 1727 Amsterdam Avenue, providing input on design 

elements, cultural appropriateness, and the integration of artwork that reflects the history and 

heritage of our neighborhood, including moving the entrance of the residences to West 145th 

Street; and 

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that MCB9 urges HHC, the City DOHMH, 

and other relevant parties to conduct a health needs assessment of Manhattan Community 

District 9 to understand the needed amount of primary care services, mental health services, and  

other relevant services to ensure that the project at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue provides adequate 

capacity for those services in a non-smoking building; and 

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that efforts be made to balance population 

growth with the availability of services, including the City’s Behavioral Health Emergency 

Assistance Response Division (B-HEARD) service, ensuring that the redevelopment of 1727 

Amsterdam Avenue contributes to a sustainable population-to-services ratio; and 

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that MCB9 calls on HHC and the City to 

conduct comprehensive environmental assessments, and their findings be shared with the 

community, allowing for collaborative efforts to mitigate any potential air toxicity concerns and; 

and 

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that future decision-making processes 

regarding the redevelopment of community landmarks and facilities must prioritize transparency, 

public engagement, partnership with MCB9, and the inclusion of town hall meetings to gather  

input and address community concerns so that no further obviously inadequate and harmful 

proposals that underutilize public land and public subsidies while attempting to illegally avoid 

the Uniform Land Use Review Process do not emerge into the public view by accident after 3  

years of secretive planning that excluded the general community and Manhattan Community 

Board 9, the official City body designated to represent West Harlem. 
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My testimony is the following:
 
I am very disappointed to hear that there was a public hearing held on Wednesday February 26,
2025, by the City Council Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Sitings, and Dispositions that included
a parcel of land at 1727 Amsterdam in the confines of Manhattan Community District 9.  Our
Community Board 9 in Manhattan was never notified of this hearing and was thus not allowed to
testify in-person.
 
I am a proud member of CB9, and I must keep our residents informed and advocate for them.  In
order to be effective in our work, future decision-making processes regarding the redevelopment of
community landmarks and facilities must be transparent, fully engaged with the public, and in
partnership with MCB9.  Establishing town hall meetings to gather input and address community
concerns is critical so that no further harmful proposals underutilizing public land and subsidies
occur again.  After all, the Manhattan Community Board 9 is the official city body designated to
represent West Harlem.
 
Monique Hardin-Cordero
Community Board 9 Resident
Second Vice Chair, CB9

mailto:monique.hc@verizon.net
mailto:landusetestimony@council.nyc.gov


Submission of public testimony regarding LU 0238-2025 by Michele Barraclough for 
neighborhood action and development. 

Dear Chair Hanks and Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Sitings, and Dispositions: 

I have grave concerns about item LU 0238-2025. The public hearing that was held yesterday 
Wednesday, February 26, 2025, was not given wide public notice, and it included a proposed 
transfer of a City-owned property at 1727 Amsterdam (Manhattan Block 2060, Lot 1) to the 
Health and Hospitals Corporation (HHC) by amending the 1970 Operating Agreement between 
the City and HHC. It is crucial reason that the subcommittee reject any item that places 1727 
Amsterdam in the HHC operating agreement. 

1727 Amsterdam Avenue is currently a community health center, home to two not-for-profit 
community health organizations that have been dutifully serving mainly Black and Latinx 
residents of Harlem since the 1960s. These organizations currently occupy 1727 Amsterdam and 
offer primary care, maternal care, dentistry and orthodonture care, radiographic services, family 
planning services, a WIC site, vaccinations, gynecology, ophthalmology, podiatry, psychiatric 
care for preschoolers, children, teenagers, and adults, addiction counseling, a clubhouse, and 
during the COVID19 pandemic provided free masks and some of the first vaccines in the 
community. HHC has never provided any of these services at this site and has plans to evict one 
of the healthcare organizations in order to then demolish the health center completely. In the 
wake of the distress, heartache, and loss that resulted from COVID19 pandemic, community 
members and the community health providers themselves learned of the HHC plan to shutter the 
site. 

But their plan has a major problem. The plot of land at block 2060 lot 1 in Manhattan is City-
owned. It has never been a site of HHC services and is not in the original operating agreement 
between the City and HHC. As a result, it is subject to City Charter land disposition procedure, 
the Uniform Land Use Review Process (ULURP). The effort by HHC to amend its operating 
agreement to include 1727 Amsterdam is illegal for these reasons. Because HHC does not and 
has never offered healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue, this site cannot be 

included in an agreement that only pertains to sites where HHC operates and provides healthcare 
services. In its second article the operating agreement of 1970 stipulates that all services 
currently offered by HHC at any of its sites must be continued to be offered and operated by 
them in order to maintain the terms of the agreement. The plan by HHC to effectively terminate 
neighborhood healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam by evicting the community health 
providers runs directly counter to this crucial condition of the operating agreement while also 
indicating a key element of the current operating structure of 1727 Amsterdam and its 
relationship to the community. 

In 1978 the Arthur C. Logan Memorial Hospital located on Convent Avenue less than a mile 
away from 1727 Amsterdam permanently closed, leaving Harlem and Northern Manhattan bereft 
of its historical and vital medical services. That same year a group of organized and dedicated 
Black and Latinx residents in Harlem completed their efforts to open the City-built community 
healthcare clinic located at 1727 Amsterdam. They were successful because their pressure on 



State and Federal politicians provided them with extra-municipal funds to open and operate the 
City-built site. Led by the Selma, Mississippi-born William Hatcher, the community organization 
had been working since 1968 to open the site, and in 1978 was granted a lease by the City of 
New York. Today, the two healthcare operators at 1727 Amsterdam were both founded by 
Hatcher, and their center is a beacon of hope and health in West Harlem, providing essential care 
for the poorest and neediest in our community, where 20% of households earn under $15,000 per 
year and the longstanding racial, economic, and health divides of the war on drugs today live on. 

By giving control of 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC, item LU 0238-2025 will only exacerbate 
current healthcare problems in our community, comprising the health of its members and its live 
in the future. I urge the subcommittee to investigate my claims by reading the articles attached 
and the operating agreement. I urge the subcommittee to refuse to pass any item that would 
transfer 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC in order to be shuttered and demolished. To do the 
opposite would show a clear disregard for the health of Harlem residents and contempt for 
community efforts to drive development that promotes health, economic growth, housing, and a 
vision for the community that understands its history and its most pressing needs. 

Thank you to Chair Hanks and subcommittee members, 

Sincerely, 

Michele Barraclough 
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The City is attempting to transfer 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to New York City Health +
Hospitals (HHC), despite HHC never having operated there and having no plans to provide
medical services. Instead, HHC intends to hand the property over to Bowery Residents
Committee (BRC), a group that primarily runs homeless shelters — not healthcare facilities.

The documents you sent over include public testimony from Manhattan Community Board 9
(MCB9), making it clear that our community is fighting back against this decision because:

Essential healthcare services will be eliminated –
Mental health care from the Emma L. Bowen Center and primary care from Heritage Health &
Housing would be removed from 1727 Amsterdam.

The property is likely to become a homeless shelter –
The City is trying to give the land to HHC, which will transfer it to BRC to operate a shelter
instead of healthcare services.

The community was not properly informed –
MCB9 and the public were left out of the decision-making process, and the City is bypassing
the required land-use review process (ULURP), which ensures community input before major
land-use changes.

The public testimony from MCB9 was addressed to the New York City Council
Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Sitings, and Dispositions, the group responsible for
reviewing and approving changes to city-owned land.  
In conclusion, we don't need another shelter or transitional housing with mentally ill
individuals in the neighborhood.

mailto:smithbjc695@gmail.com
mailto:landusetestimony@council.nyc.gov


Submission of public testimony regarding LU 0238-2025 by concerned citizen of West Harlem 

for neighborhood action and development.  

 

Dear Chair Hanks and Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Sitings, and Dispositions: 
 

I have grave concerns about item LU 0238-2025. The public hearing that was held yesterday 

Wednesday, February 26, 2025, was not given wide public notice, and it included a proposed 

transfer of a City-owned property at 1727 Amsterdam (Manhattan Block 2060, Lot 1) to the 

Health and Hospitals Corporation (HHC) by amending the 1970 Operating Agreement between 

the City and HHC.  It is crucial reason that the subcommittee reject any item that places 1727 

Amsterdam in the HHC operating agreement.  

 

1727 Amsterdam Avenue is currently a community health center, home to two not-for-profit 

community health organizations that have been dutifully serving mainly Black and Latinx 

residents of Harlem since the 1960s. These organizations currently occupy 1727 Amsterdam and 

offer primary care, maternal care, dentistry and orthodonture care, radiographic services, family 

planning services, a WIC site, vaccinations, gynecology, ophthalmology, podiatry, psychiatric 

care for preschoolers, children, teenagers, and adults, addiction counseling, a clubhouse, and 

during the COVID19 pandemic provided free masks and some of the first vaccines in the 

community. HHC has never provided any of these services at this site and has plans to evict one 

of the healthcare organizations in order to then demolish the health center completely. In the 

wake of the distress, heartache, and loss that resulted from COVID19 pandemic, community 

members and the community health providers themselves learned of the HHC plan to shutter the 

site.  

 

But their plan has a major problem. The plot of land at block 2060 lot 1 in Manhattan is City-

owned. It has never been a site of HHC services and is not in the original operating agreement 

between the City and HHC. As a result, it is subject to City Charter land disposition procedure, 

the Uniform Land Use Review Process (ULURP). The effort by HHC to amend its operating 

agreement to include 1727 Amsterdam is illegal for these reasons. Because HHC does not and 

has never offered healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue, this site cannot be included in 

https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7137288&GUID=19DA0D18-C4AA-4862-B9F4-1E663A1CBCCE&Options=ID%7cText%7c&Search=LU+0238-2025


an agreement that only pertains to sites where HHC operates and provides healthcare services. In 

its second article the operating agreement of 1970 stipulates that all services currently offered by 

HHC at any of its sites must be continued to be offered and operated by them in order to 

maintain the terms of the agreement. The plan by HHC to effectively terminate neighborhood 

healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam by evicting the community health providers runs directly 

counter to this crucial condition of the operating agreement while also indicating a key element 

of the current operating structure of 1727 Amsterdam and its relationship to the community.  

 

In 1978 the Arthur C. Logan Memorial Hospital located on Convent Avenue less than a mile 

away from 1727 Amsterdam permanently closed, leaving Harlem and Northern Manhattan bereft 

of its historical and vital medical services. That same year a group of organized and dedicated 

Black and Latinx residents in Harlem completed their efforts to open the City-built community 

healthcare clinic located at 1727 Amsterdam. They were successful because their pressure on 

State and Federal politicians provided them with extra-municipal funds to open and operate the 

City-built site. Led by the Selma, Mississippi-born William Hatcher, the community organization 

had been working since 1968 to open the site, and in 1978 was granted a lease by the City of 

New York. Today, the two healthcare operators at 1727 Amsterdam were both founded by 

Hatcher, and their center is a beacon of hope and health in West Harlem, providing essential care 

for the poorest and neediest in our community, where 20% of households earn under $15,000 per 

year and the longstanding racial, economic, and health divides of the war on drugs today live on. 

 

By giving control of 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC, item LU 0238-2025 will only exacerbate 

current healthcare problems in our community, comprising the health of its members and its live 

in the future. I urge the subcommittee to investigate my claims by reading the articles attached 

and the operating agreement. I urge the subcommittee to refuse to pass any item that would 

transfer 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC in order to be shuttered and demolished. To do the 

opposite would show a clear disregard for the health of Harlem residents and contempt for 

community efforts to drive development that promotes health, economic growth, housing, and a 

vision for the community that understands its history and its most pressing needs.  

 

 

https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7137288&GUID=19DA0D18-C4AA-4862-B9F4-1E663A1CBCCE&Options=ID%7cText%7c&Search=LU+0238-2025


Thank you to Chair Hanks and subcommittee members, 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Natalie R Williams 

 



Submission of public testimony regarding LU 0238-2025 by concerned citizen of West Harlem 

for neighborhood action and development.  

 

Dear Chair Hanks and Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Sitings, and Dispositions: 
 

I have grave concerns about item LU 0238-2025. The public hearing that was held yesterday 

Wednesday, February 26, 2025, was not given wide public notice, and it included a proposed 

transfer of a City-owned property at 1727 Amsterdam (Manhattan Block 2060, Lot 1) to the 

Health and Hospitals Corporation (HHC) by amending the 1970 Operating Agreement between 

the City and HHC.  It is crucial reason that the subcommittee reject any item that places 1727 

Amsterdam in the HHC operating agreement.  

 

1727 Amsterdam Avenue is currently a community health center, home to two not-for-profit 

community health organizations that have been dutifully serving mainly Black and Latinx 

residents of Harlem since the 1960s. These organizations currently occupy 1727 Amsterdam and 

offer primary care, maternal care, dentistry and orthodonture care, radiographic services, family 

planning services, a WIC site, vaccinations, gynecology, ophthalmology, podiatry, psychiatric 

care for preschoolers, children, teenagers, and adults, addiction counseling, a clubhouse, and 

during the COVID19 pandemic provided free masks and some of the first vaccines in the 

community. HHC has never provided any of these services at this site and has plans to evict one 

of the healthcare organizations in order to then demolish the health center completely. In the 

wake of the distress, heartache, and loss that resulted from COVID19 pandemic, community 

members and the community health providers themselves learned of the HHC plan to shutter the 

site.  

 

But their plan has a major problem. The plot of land at block 2060 lot 1 in Manhattan is City-

owned. It has never been a site of HHC services and is not in the original operating agreement 

between the City and HHC. As a result, it is subject to City Charter land disposition procedure, 

the Uniform Land Use Review Process (ULURP). The effort by HHC to amend its operating 

agreement to include 1727 Amsterdam is illegal for these reasons. Because HHC does not and 

has never offered healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue, this site cannot be included in 

https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7137288&GUID=19DA0D18-C4AA-4862-B9F4-1E663A1CBCCE&Options=ID%7cText%7c&Search=LU+0238-2025


an agreement that only pertains to sites where HHC operates and provides healthcare services. In 

its second article the operating agreement of 1970 stipulates that all services currently offered by 

HHC at any of its sites must be continued to be offered and operated by them in order to 

maintain the terms of the agreement. The plan by HHC to effectively terminate neighborhood 

healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam by evicting the community health providers runs directly 

counter to this crucial condition of the operating agreement while also indicating a key element 

of the current operating structure of 1727 Amsterdam and its relationship to the community.  

 

In 1978 the Arthur C. Logan Memorial Hospital located on Convent Avenue less than a mile 

away from 1727 Amsterdam permanently closed, leaving Harlem and Northern Manhattan bereft 

of its historical and vital medical services. That same year a group of organized and dedicated 

Black and Latinx residents in Harlem completed their efforts to open the City-built community 

healthcare clinic located at 1727 Amsterdam. They were successful because their pressure on 

State and Federal politicians provided them with extra-municipal funds to open and operate the 

City-built site. Led by the Selma, Mississippi-born William Hatcher, the community organization 

had been working since 1968 to open the site, and in 1978 was granted a lease by the City of 

New York. Today, the two healthcare operators at 1727 Amsterdam were both founded by 

Hatcher, and their center is a beacon of hope and health in West Harlem, providing essential care 

for the poorest and neediest in our community, where 20% of households earn under $15,000 per 

year and the longstanding racial, economic, and health divides of the war on drugs today live on. 

 

By giving control of 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC, item LU 0238-2025 will only exacerbate 

current healthcare problems in our community, comprising the health of its members and its live 

in the future. I urge the subcommittee to investigate my claims by reading the articles attached 

and the operating agreement. I urge the subcommittee to refuse to pass any item that would 

transfer 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC in order to be shuttered and demolished. To do the 

opposite would show a clear disregard for the health of Harlem residents and contempt for 

community efforts to drive development that promotes health, economic growth, housing, and a 

vision for the community that understands its history and its most pressing needs.  

 

 

https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7137288&GUID=19DA0D18-C4AA-4862-B9F4-1E663A1CBCCE&Options=ID%7cText%7c&Search=LU+0238-2025


Thank you to Chair Hanks and subcommittee members, 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Natalie R Williams 

 



Nicole Anasenes 

. 

New York, NY 

 

 

February 28, 2024 

 

 

To:  Chair Hanks and Subcommittee on Landmarks, public Sitings and Dispositions 

 

Re: Submission of public testimony regarding LU 0238-2025 by concerned citizen 

 

 

 

Dear Chair Hanks and Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Sitings, and Dispositions: 

 

I write to voice my significant concern about item LU 0238-2025. The public hearing that was 

held Wednesday, February 26, 2025, was not given wide public notice, and it included a 

proposed transfer of a City-owned property at 1727 Amsterdam (Manhattan Block 2060, Lot 1) 

to the Health and Hospitals Corporation (HHC) by amending the 1970 Operating Agreement 

between the City and HHC.  It is crucial reason that the subcommittee reject any item that places 

1727 Amsterdam in the HHC operating agreement.  

 

1727 Amsterdam Avenue is currently a community health center, home to two not-for-profit 

community health organizations that have been dutifully serving mainly Black and Latinx 

residents of Harlem since the 1960s. These organizations currently occupy 1727 Amsterdam and 

offer primary care, maternal care, dentistry and orthodonture care, radiographic services, family 

planning services, a WIC site, vaccinations, gynecology, ophthalmology, podiatry, psychiatric 

care for preschoolers, children, teenagers, and adults, addiction counseling, a clubhouse, and 

during the COVID19 pandemic provided free masks and some of the first vaccines in the 

community. HHC has never provided any of these services at this site and has plans to evict one 

of the healthcare organizations in order to then demolish the health center completely. In the 

wake of the distress, heartache, and loss that resulted from COVID19 pandemic, community 



members and the community health providers themselves learned of the HHC plan to shutter the 

site.  

 

I have lived in Harlem for over 20 years and Hamilton Heights for 8 years.  It is a vibrant, 

multicultural community which is in desperate need of the services that are provided in the 

Manhattan Health Center currently.  Replacing those services with the planned tenant 

replacement of a rehabilitation and mental health facility will not only displace those currently 

receiving services in the current health center, but add a burden on the currently eroding public 

safety of the neighborhood.  As a long time New Yorker, I embrace the need to support those in 

struggling with mental illness and addiction.  With that said, currently the surrounding blocks to 

the planned re-development have added or are in the process of adding 3 similar facilities to 

support rehabilitation.  That is in addition to the multiple, current neighborhood facilities 

providing similar services.   At the same time, the two healthcare operators at 1727 Amsterdam, 

and their center provides essential care for the poorest and neediest in our community, where 

20% of households earn under $15,000 per year.   Removing these services will only perpetuate 

the longstanding racial, economic, and health division that so many of my neighbors and prior 

residents have fought so hard to improve since the 1960s and force my neighbors who struggle 

the most to find alternatives outside of their own community. 

 

It is also my understanding that the plot of land at block 2060 lot 1 in Manhattan is City-owned. 

It has never been a site of HHC services and is not in the original operating agreement between 

the City and HHC. As a result, it is subject to City Charter land disposition procedure, the 

Uniform Land Use Review Process (ULURP). The effort by HHC to amend its operating 

agreement to include 1727 Amsterdam is illegal for these reasons. Because HHC does not and 

has never offered healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue, this site cannot be included in 

an agreement that only pertains to sites where HHC operates and provides healthcare services. In 

its second article the operating agreement of 1970 stipulates that all services currently offered by 

HHC at any of its sites must be continued to be offered and operated by them in order to 

maintain the terms of the agreement. The plan by HHC to effectively terminate neighborhood 

healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam by evicting the community health providers runs directly 



counter to this crucial condition of the operating agreement while also indicating a key element 

of the current operating structure of 1727 Amsterdam and its relationship to the community.  

 

 

By giving control of 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC, item LU 0238-2025 will only exacerbate 

current healthcare problems in our community, comprising the health of its members and its live 

in the future. I urge the subcommittee to investigate my claims by reading the articles referenced 

and the operating agreement. I urge the subcommittee to refuse to pass any item that would 

transfer 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC in order to be shuttered and demolished. To do the 

opposite would show a clear disregard for the health of Harlem residents and contempt for 

community efforts to drive development that promotes health, economic growth, housing, and a 

vision for the community that understands its history and its most pressing needs.  

 

 

Thank you to Chair Hanks and subcommittee members, 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Nicole Anasenes 
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Submission of public testimony regarding LU 0238-2025 by concerned citizen of West
Harlem for neighborhood action and development.
 
Dear Chair Hanks and Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Sitings, and Dispositions:
 
I have grave concerns about item LU 0238-2025. The public hearing that was held yesterday
Wednesday, February 26, 2025, was not given wide public notice, and it included a proposed
transfer of a City-owned property at 1727 Amsterdam (Manhattan Block 2060, Lot 1) to the
Health and Hospitals Corporation (HHC) by amending the 1970 Operating Agreement
between the City and HHC.  It is crucial reason that the subcommittee reject any item that
places 1727 Amsterdam in the HHC operating agreement. From the beginning, this “deal” has
been anything but transparent.
Besides the dumping of shelters and drug clinics in this neighborhood- which reeks of racism
(Anything on the upper East Side??) which diminishes property values- there is a school

across the street on 146th and Amsterdam.
 
1727 Amsterdam Avenue is currently a community health center, home to two not-for-profit
community health organizations that have been dutifully serving mainly Black and Latinx
residents of Harlem since the 1960s. These organizations currently occupy 1727 Amsterdam
and offer primary care, maternal care, dentistry and orthodonture care, radiographic services,
family planning services, a WIC site, vaccinations, gynecology, ophthalmology, podiatry,
psychiatric care for preschoolers, children, teenagers, and adults, addiction counseling, a
clubhouse, and during the COVID19 pandemic provided free masks and some of the first
vaccines in the community. HHC has never provided any of these services at this site and has
plans to evict one of the healthcare organizations in order to then demolish the health center
completely. In the wake of the distress, heartache, and loss that resulted from COVID19
pandemic, community members and the community health providers themselves learned of the
HHC plan to shutter the site.



 
But their plan has a major problem. The plot of land at block 2060 lot 1 in Manhattan is City-
owned. It has never been a site of HHC services and is not in the original operating agreement
between the City and HHC. As a result, it is subject to City Charter land disposition
procedure, the Uniform Land Use Review Process (ULURP). The effort by HHC to amend its
operating agreement to include 1727 Amsterdam is illegal for these reasons. Because HHC
does not and has never offered healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue, this site
cannot be included in an agreement that only pertains to sites where HHC operates and
provides healthcare services. In its second article the operating agreement of 1970 stipulates
that all services currently offered by HHC at any of its sites must be continued to be offered
and operated by them in order to maintain the terms of the agreement. The plan by HHC to
effectively terminate neighborhood healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam by evicting the
community health providers runs directly counter to this crucial condition of the operating
agreement while also indicating a key element of the current operating structure of 1727
Amsterdam and its relationship to the community.
 
In 1978 the Arthur C. Logan Memorial Hospital located on Convent Avenue less than a mile
away from 1727 Amsterdam permanently closed, leaving Harlem and Northern Manhattan
bereft of its historical and vital medical services. That same year a group of organized and
dedicated Black and Latinx residents in Harlem completed their efforts to open the City-built
community healthcare clinic located at 1727 Amsterdam. They were successful because their
pressure on State and Federal politicians provided them with extra-municipal funds to open
and operate the City-built site. Led by the Selma, Mississippi-born William Hatcher, the
community organization had been working since 1968 to open the site, and in 1978 was
granted a lease by the City of New York. Today, the two healthcare operators at 1727
Amsterdam were both founded by Hatcher, and their center is a beacon of hope and health in
West Harlem, providing essential care for the poorest and neediest in our community, where
20% of households earn under $15,000 per year and the longstanding racial, economic, and
health divides of the war on drugs today live on.
 
By giving control of 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC, item LU 0238-2025 will only
exacerbate current healthcare problems in our community, comprising the health of its
members and its live in the future. I urge the subcommittee to investigate my claims by
reading the articles attached and the operating agreement. I urge the subcommittee to refuse to
pass any item that would transfer 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC in order to be shuttered
and demolished. To do the opposite would show a clear disregard for the health of Harlem
residents and contempt for community efforts to drive development that promotes health,
economic growth, housing, and a vision for the community that understands its history and its



most pressing needs.
 
 
Thank you to Chair Hanks and subcommittee members,
 
Sincerely,
Patricia Forbes
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Dear Chair Hanks, and members of the Committee on Landmarks, Public Sittings, and
Dispositions,

I want to relay my profound concerns regarding the proposed transfer of a City-owned
property at 1727 Amsterdam to the Health and Hospitals Corporation ('HHC'). The lack of
transparency surrounding this project, absence of broad consultation with our communities,
and illegal effort by HHC to amend its operating agreement to include 1727 Amsterdam
avenue is choking.

It is thus crucial that the subcommittee rejects any item that would allow the transfer 1727
Amsterdam in the HHC operating agreement. Our most immediate hope to stop this ill-
conceived project is you.

This neighborhood needs more affordable housing and services for its families and residents
who aspire to live in peace and foster a sense of community. Enough of the thinking by our
representatives that Upper Manhattan is the solution to the City's wider issues and should be
the location for facilities that nobody else wants elsewhere. We have enough of these already
and will not continue to accept more in silence.

I have not heard back from NYC Council of the 7th District Shaun Abreu yet, to explain how
this project came for review, how its approval process was handled, and will personally stand
ready to challenge it by all means available if the project is not stopped at this stage.

Until all this can be clarified I have full faith in your support, and ask you to please block this
initiative so it can be reviewed in full transparency with the representatives of our community,
allowing us all enough time to fully comprehend the long-term consequences of this project.

I thank you very much for taking the time to listen, and hope our call for help will be taken
into consideration. We are all counting on you to do the right thing!

Sincerely Yours.

Pierre Ambrosino

mailto:landusetestimony@council.nyc.gov
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Dear Chair Hanks and Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Sightings, and Dispositions:

We have grave concerns about item LU 0238-2025. The public hearing that was held on
Wednesday, February 26, 2025, was not given wide public notice, and it included a proposed
transfer of a City-owned property at 1727 Amsterdam (Manhattan Block 2060, Lot 1) to the
Health and Hospitals Corporation (HHC) by amending the 1970 Operating Agreement
between
the City and HHC. It is crucial reason that the subcommittee reject any item that places 1727
Amsterdam in the HHC operating agreement.

1727 Amsterdam Avenue is currently a community health center, home to two not-for-profit
community health organizations that have been dutifully serving mainly Black and Latinx
residents of Harlem since the 1960s. These organizations currently occupy 1727 Amsterdam
andoffer primary care, maternal care, dentistry and orthodonture care, radiographic services,
family planning services, a WIC site, vaccinations, gynecology, ophthalmology, podiatry,
psychiatric care for preschoolers, children, teenagers, and adults, addiction counseling, a
clubhouse, and during the COVID19 pandemic provided free masks and some of the first
vaccines in the community. HHC has never provided any of these services at this site and has
plans to evict one of the healthcare organizations in order to then demolish the health center
completely. In the wake of the distress, heartache, and loss that resulted from COVID19
pandemic, community members and the community health providers themselves learned of the
HHC plan to shutter the site.

But their plan has a major problem. The plot of land at block 2060 lot 1 in Manhattan is City-
owned. It has never been a site of HHC services and is not in the original operating agreement
between the City and HHC. As a result, it is subject to City Charter land disposition
procedure,
the Uniform Land Use Review Process (ULURP). The effort by HHC to amend its operating
agreement to include 1727 Amsterdam is illegal for these reasons. Because HHC does not and
has never offered healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue, this site cannot be included
in an agreement that only pertains to sites where HHC operates and provides healthcare
services. In its second article the operating agreement of 1970 stipulates that all services
currently offered by HHC at any of its sites must be continued to be offered and operated by
them in order to maintain the terms of the agreement. The plan by HHC to effectively



terminate neighborhood healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam by evicting the community
health providers runs directly counter to this crucial condition of the operating agreement
while also indicating a key element of the current operating structure of 1727 Amsterdam and
its relationship to the community.

In 1978 the Arthur C. Logan Memorial Hospital located on Convent Avenue less than a mile
away from 1727 Amsterdam permanently closed, leaving Harlem and Northern Manhattan
bereft of its historical and vital medical services. That same year a group of organized and
dedicated Black and Latinx residents in Harlem completed their efforts to open the City-built
community healthcare clinic located at 1727 Amsterdam. They were successful because their
pressure on State and Federal politicians provided them with extra-municipal funds to open
and operate the City-built site. Led by the Selma, Mississippi-born William Hatcher, the
community organization had been working since 1968 to open the site, and in 1978 was
granted a lease by the City of New York. Today, the two healthcare operators at 1727
Amsterdam were both founded by Hatcher, and their center is a beacon of hope and health in
West Harlem, providing essential care for the poorest and neediest in our community, where
20% of households earn under $15,000 per year and the longstanding racial, economic, and
health divides of the war on drugs today live on.

By giving control of 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC, item LU 0238-2025 will only
exacerbate
current healthcare problems in our community, comprising the health of its members and its
live
in the future. I urge the subcommittee to investigate my claims by reading the articles attached
and the operating agreement. I urge the subcommittee to refuse to pass any item that would
transfer 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC in order to be shuttered and demolished. To do the
opposite would show a clear disregard for the health of Harlem residents and contempt for
community efforts to drive development that promotes health, economic growth, housing, and
a
vision for the community that understands its history and its most pressing needs.

Thank you to Chair Hanks and subcommittee members,

Sincerely,
Princess & Ernie Lyles,  

 Princess V. Lyles
 Linkedin . Instagram
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Dear Chair Hanks and Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Sitings, and Dispositions:

I have grave concerns regarding item LU 0238-2025. The public hearing held yesterday,
Wednesday, February 26, 2025, lacked adequate public notice and addressed a proposed
transfer of City-owned property at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue (Manhattan Block 2060, Lot 1) to
the Health and Hospitals Corporation (HHC) through an amendment to the 1970 Operating
Agreement between the City and HHC. It is crucial that the subcommittee reject any item that
includes 1727 Amsterdam Avenue in the HHC operating agreement.

1727 Amsterdam Avenue currently houses a community health center, serving as the home to
two not-for-profit community health organizations that have diligently served primarily Black
and Latinx residents of Harlem since the 1960s. These organizations provide vital services,
including primary care, maternal care, dentistry and orthodontics, radiographic services,
family planning, WIC services, vaccinations, gynecology, ophthalmology, podiatry,
psychiatric care for preschoolers, children, teenagers, and adults, addiction counseling, and a
community clubhouse. During the COVID-19 pandemic, they also distributed free masks and
were among the first to provide vaccines in the community. HHC has never provided these
services at this location and plans to evict one of the healthcare organizations and demolish the
health center. This plan has been met with distress and heartache by community members and
healthcare providers, particularly in the aftermath of the COVID-19 pandemic.

A significant issue arises because the land at Block 2060, Lot 1 in Manhattan is City-owned. It
has never been a site of HHC services and is not included in the original operating agreement
between the City and HHC. Therefore, it is subject to the City Charter's land disposition
procedure, the Uniform Land Use Review Process (ULURP). HHC's attempt to amend the
operating agreement to include 1727 Amsterdam Avenue is illegal for these reasons. Because
HHC does not and has never offered healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue, this site
cannot be included in an agreement that pertains solely to sites where HHC operates and
provides healthcare services. Article Two of the 1970 operating agreement stipulates that all
services currently offered by HHC at its sites must continue to be offered and operated by
them to maintain the agreement's terms. HHC's plan to terminate neighborhood healthcare
services at 1727 Amsterdam by evicting the community health providers directly contradicts
this crucial condition and undermines the existing operating structure and community
relationship.

In 1978, the Arthur C. Logan Memorial Hospital, located less than a mile from 1727
Amsterdam Avenue, permanently closed, leaving Harlem and Northern Manhattan without its



vital medical services. In the same year, a group of dedicated Black and Latinx residents of
Harlem successfully opened the City-built community healthcare clinic at 1727 Amsterdam.
Their success was due to their effective advocacy, which secured extra-municipal funds from
state and federal politicians. Led by William Hatcher, a Selma, Mississippi native, the
community organization had been working since 1968 to open the site, and in 1978, they were
granted a lease by the City of New York. Today, the two healthcare operators at 1727
Amsterdam were both founded by Hatcher, and their center serves as a beacon of hope and
health in West Harlem, providing essential care for the poorest and most vulnerable in our
community, where 20% of households earn under $15,000 per year, and the lingering effects
of historical racial, economic, and health disparities persist.

By granting control of 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC, item LU 0238-2025 will exacerbate
existing healthcare problems in our community, compromising the health and future of its
residents. I urge the subcommittee to investigate my claims by reviewing the attached articles
and the operating agreement. I strongly urge the subcommittee to reject any item that would
transfer 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC for closure and demolition. To do otherwise would
demonstrate a clear disregard for the health of Harlem residents and disrespect for community-
driven development that addresses health, economic growth, housing, and the community's
history and needs.

Thank you to Chair Hanks and subcommittee members.

Sincerely, 

Raja Narayanan Sundaram



From: Signe Mortensen
To: Land Use Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Public Testimony re LU 0238-2025 and 1727 Amsterdam Avenue
Date: Thursday, February 27, 2025 11:43:09 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Report suspected
phishing emails with the Phish Alert Button or forward them to phish@oti.nyc.gov as an
attachment.

 

February 27th 2025

Submission of Public Testimony re LU 0238-2025 and 1727 Amsterdam Avenue

Dear Chair Hanks and Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Sitings, and Dispositions: 

I am writing to convey my grave concerns over item LU 0238-2025, the public hearing held
yesterday on 2/26/25 which included a proposed transfer of City-owned property at 1727 Amsterdam
to Health and Hospitals Corp.  This amendment to a long standing Operating Agreement between the
City and H+H has been done with NO notification to the public or the local Community Board 9
district where this property lies. Neither has the public had the opportunity to review the text of the
Operating Agreement (G 250066 HHY) as it does not appear anywhere on the Council website. That
is unacceptable and gives the appearance that it is being done with the purpose of excluding the
public voice and opinion.

The Community Board 9 has been on record since 2023 expressing concerns regarding the ownership
of this site and the lack of transparency in the process and that it should be reviewed by the Board
and the community through the Uniform Land Use Review Process.  The community continues to
demand that HHC cease their illegal circumvention of the ULURP and asks that the City Council
demand the legal right of the community be followed.

In addition, the medical and mental health services currently on site will be greatly reduced if the
current proposed lease to Bowery Residents Community for a new housing development is approved.
This is unacceptable.  Having just completed my re-application to the Community Board, I will note
the newly added question concerning the importance of mental health services for our neighbors. This
proposed transfer of property to HHC would reduce services in a majority black and brown
neighborhood and is antithetical to this question. If that is truly a top concern for the city then I urge
the Council to review the alternate proposal made by Community Board 9 which keeps the mental
health services AND increases the needed housing units which we all believe are needed in our city. 
This could only happen if the ULURP is allowed to move forward and an up-zoning is considered.

In conclusion, I strongly object to the inclusion of 1727 Amsterdam Avenue’s inclusion in LU 0238-
2025, consider the transfer and planned subleasing of 1727 Amsterdam Ave to be illegal, and urges
that the full text of applicationG 250066 HHY be published and released and public hearing be held
after such release.

With thanks for your attention, 

Signe Mortensen 
Co-Chair, Housing Land Use and Zoning. Manhattan Community Board 9
Local Resident and concerned citizen of Community Board 9

mailto:landusetestimony@council.nyc.gov
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To Whom it May Concern,

Please do not convert the above-mentioned property to supportive housing.  This building is extremely important to
the neighborhood in providing health services.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Staci Jacobson

mailto:landusetestimony@council.nyc.gov
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To whom it may concern:

Submission of public testimony regarding LU 0238-2025 by concerned citizen of West
Harlem for neighborhood action and development.
 
Dear Chair Hanks and Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Sitings, and Dispositions:
 
I have grave concerns about item LU 0238-2025. The public hearing that was held yesterday
Wednesday, February 26, 2025, was not given wide public notice, and it included a proposed
transfer of a City-owned property at 1727 Amsterdam (Manhattan Block 2060, Lot 1) to the
Health and Hospitals Corporation (HHC) by amending the 1970 Operating Agreement
between the City and HHC.  It is crucial reason that the subcommittee reject any item that
places 1727 Amsterdam in the HHC operating agreement.
 
1727 Amsterdam Avenue is currently a community health center, home to two not-for-profit
community health organizations that have been dutifully serving mainly Black and Latinx
residents of Harlem since the 1960s. These organizations currently occupy 1727 Amsterdam
and offer primary care, maternal care, dentistry and orthodonture care, radiographic services,
family planning services, a WIC site, vaccinations, gynecology, ophthalmology, podiatry,
psychiatric care for preschoolers, children, teenagers, and adults, addiction counseling, a
clubhouse, and during the COVID19 pandemic provided free masks and some of the first
vaccines in the community. HHC has never provided any of these services at this site and has
plans to evict one of the healthcare organizations in order to then demolish the health center
completely. In the wake of the distress, heartache, and loss that resulted from COVID19
pandemic, community members and the community health providers themselves learned of the
HHC plan to shutter the site.
 
But their plan has a major problem. The plot of land at block 2060 lot 1 in Manhattan is City-

mailto:landusetestimony@council.nyc.gov
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owned. It has never been a site of HHC services and is not in the original operating agreement
between the City and HHC. As a result, it is subject to City Charter land disposition
procedure, the Uniform Land Use Review Process (ULURP). The effort by HHC to amend its
operating agreement to include 1727 Amsterdam is illegal for these reasons. Because HHC
does not and has never offered healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue, this site
cannot be included in an agreement that only pertains to sites where HHC operates and
provides healthcare services. In its second article the operating agreement of 1970 stipulates
that all services currently offered by HHC at any of its sites must be continued to be offered
and operated by them in order to maintain the terms of the agreement. The plan by HHC to
effectively terminate neighborhood healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam by evicting the
community health providers runs directly counter to this crucial condition of the operating
agreement while also indicating a key element of the current operating structure of 1727
Amsterdam and its relationship to the community.
 
In 1978 the Arthur C. Logan Memorial Hospital located on Convent Avenue less than a mile
away from 1727 Amsterdam permanently closed, leaving Harlem and Northern Manhattan
bereft of its historical and vital medical services. That same year a group of organized and
dedicated Black and Latinx residents in Harlem completed their efforts to open the City-built
community healthcare clinic located at 1727 Amsterdam. They were successful because their
pressure on State and Federal politicians provided them with extra-municipal funds to open
and operate the City-built site. Led by the Selma, Mississippi-born William Hatcher, the
community organization had been working since 1968 to open the site, and in 1978 was
granted a lease by the City of New York. Today, the two healthcare operators at 1727
Amsterdam were both founded by Hatcher, and their center is a beacon of hope and health in
West Harlem, providing essential care for the poorest and neediest in our community, where
20% of households earn under $15,000 per year and the longstanding racial, economic, and
health divides of the war on drugs today live on.
 
By giving control of 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC, item LU 0238-2025 will only
exacerbate current healthcare problems in our community, comprising the health of its
members and its live in the future. I urge the subcommittee to investigate my claims by
reading the articles attached and the operating agreement. I urge the subcommittee to refuse to
pass any item that would transfer 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC in order to be shuttered
and demolished. To do the opposite would show a clear disregard for the health of Harlem
residents and contempt for community efforts to drive development that promotes health,
economic growth, housing, and a vision for the community that understands its history and its
most pressing needs.
 

https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7137288&GUID=19DA0D18-C4AA-4862-B9F4-1E663A1CBCCE&Options=ID%7cText%7c&Search=LU+0238-2025


 
Thank you to Chair Hanks and subcommittee members,
 
Sincerely,
 
Tiffany Khan
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Submission of public testimony regarding LU 0238-2025 by concerned citizen of West
Harlem for neighborhood action and development.

Dear Chair Hanks and Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Sitings, and Dispositions:

I have grave concerns about item LU 0238-2025. The public hearing that was held
yesterday Wednesday, February 26, 2025, was not given wide public notice, and it
included a proposed transfer of a City-owned property at 1727 Amsterdam
(Manhattan Block 2060, Lot 1) to the Health and Hospitals Corporation (HHC) by
amending the 1970 Operating Agreement between the City and HHC. It is crucial
reason that the subcommittee reject any item that places 1727 Amsterdam in the
HHC operating agreement.

1727 Amsterdam Avenue is currently a community health center, home to two not-for-
profit community health organizations that have been dutifully serving mainly Black
and Latinx residents of Harlem since the 1960s. These organizations currently occupy
1727 Amsterdam and offer primary care, maternal care, dentistry and orthodonture
care, radiographic services, family planning services, a WIC site, vaccinations,
gynecology, ophthalmology, podiatry, psychiatric care for preschoolers, children,
teenagers, and adults, addiction counseling, a clubhouse, and during the COVID19
pandemic provided free masks and some of the first vaccines in the community. HHC
has never provided any of these services at this site and has plans to evict one of the
healthcare organizations in order to then demolish the health center completely. In
the wake of the distress, heartache, and loss that resulted from COVID19 pandemic,
community members and the community health providers themselves learned of the
HHC plan to shutter the site.

But their plan has a major problem. The plot of land at block 2060 lot 1 in Manhattan
is City-owned. It has never been a site of HHC services and is not in the original
operating agreement between the City and HHC. As a result, it is subject to City
Charter land disposition procedure, the Uniform Land Use Review Process (ULURP).
The effort by HHC to amend its operating agreement to include 1727 Amsterdam is
illegal for these reasons. Because HHC does not and has never offered healthcare
services at 1727 Amsterdam Avenue, this site cannot be included in an agreement
that only pertains to sites where HHC operates and provides healthcare services. In
its second article the operating agreement of 1970 stipulates that all services
currently offered by



HHC at any of its sites must be continued to be offered and operated by them in order
to maintain the terms of the agreement. The plan by HHC to effectively terminate
neighborhood healthcare services at 1727 Amsterdam by evicting the community
health providers runs directly counter to this crucial condition of the operating
agreement while also indicating a key element of the current operating structure of
1727 Amsterdam and its relationship to the community.

In 1978 the Arthur C. Logan Memorial Hospital located on Convent Avenue less than
a mile away from 1727 Amsterdam permanently closed, leaving Harlem and Northern
Manhattan bereft of its historical and vital medical services. That same year a group
of organized and dedicated Black and Latinx residents in Harlem completed their
efforts to open the City-built community healthcare clinic located at 1727 Amsterdam.
They were successful because their pressure on State and Federal politicians
provided them with extra-municipal funds to open and operate the City-built site. Led
by the Selma, Mississippi-born William Hatcher, the community organization had
been working since 1968 to open the site, and in 1978 was granted a lease by the
City of New York. Today, the two healthcare operators at 1727 Amsterdam were both
founded by Hatcher, and their center is a beacon of hope and health in West Harlem,
providing essential care for the poorest and neediest in our community, where 20% of
households earn under $15,000 per year and the longstanding racial, economic, and
health divides of the war on drugs today live on.

By giving control of 1727 Amsterdam Avenue to HHC, item LU 0238-2025 will only
exacerbate current healthcare problems in our community, comprising the health of
its members and its live in the future. I urge the subcommittee to investigate my
claims by reading the articles attached and the operating agreement. I urge the
subcommittee to refuse to pass any item that would transfer 1727 Amsterdam
Avenue to HHC in order to be shuttered and demolished. To do the opposite would
show a clear disregard for the health of Harlem residents and contempt for
community efforts to drive development that promotes health, economic growth,
housing, and a vision for the community that understands its history and its most
pressing needs.

Thank you to Chair Hanks and subcommittee members,

Sincerely,

Yuien Chin
West Harlem Community Preservation Organization

www.westharlemcpo.org
Facebook: westharlemcpo
X (Twitter): @westharlemcpo
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