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INTRODUCTION

On June 30, 2025, the Committee on Parks and Recreation, chaired by Council Member Shekar Krishnan, held a hearing to vote on Int. No. 566-B, sponsored by Council Member Gale Brewer, in relation to an annual report to expand access to school playgrounds. This legislation was originally heard at a hearing held on April 23, 2025, during which the Committee received testimony from the New York City Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR), advocates, and other interested parties. More information about this bill, along with the materials for that hearing, can be accessed here.
The Committee also voted on Int. No. 643-A, sponsored by Council Member Kevin Riley, in relation to requiring the posting of information on the use of indoor basketball courts, and a study on improving access to indoor basketball courts. This legislation was originally heard at a hearing held on April 23, 2025, during which the Committee received testimony from DPR, advocates, and other interested parties. More information about this bill, along with the materials for that hearing, can be accessed here.
At this hearing, the Committee voted 8 in favor, 0 opposed and 0 abstentions on the bill.

LEGISLATION
Below is a brief summary of the legislation being considered today by the Committee. This summary is intended for informational purposes only and does not substitute for legal counsel. For more detailed information, you should review the full text of the bill, which is attached below.

Int. No. 566-B, A Local Law in relation to an annual report to expand access to school playgrounds

Int. No. 566-B would require the Department of Education (DOE), in consultation with DPR, to create and submit to the Mayor and the Speaker of the Council an annual report on how to expand public access to school playgrounds. The plan would need to prioritize playgrounds that are located in environmental justice areas and include, for the upcoming year, a list of at least 15 school playgrounds that could be maintained and operated by DPR and DOE and used by the public on weekends and after school hours, a list of the duties of DPR and DOE in relation to increasing the number of playgrounds available to the public, the estimated budget required, and any challenges with implementing the plan. 
	This local law would take effect immediately.
Int. No. 643-A, A Local Law in relation to requiring the posting of information on the use of indoor basketball courts, and a study on improving access to indoor basketball courts

Int. No. 643-A would require that DPR, with DOE, post information on its website on how to access DOE indoor basketball courts when the weather does not allow for the use of outdoor basketball courts. The bill would also require DPR, with DOE, to conduct a study on how to improve overall access to indoor basketball courts on days when the weather does not allow for the use of outdoor basketball courts. The study would evaluate how to improve the efficiency of the permitting process for indoor basketball courts and the feasibility of allowing members of the public to use DOE indoor basketball courts on days when the weather does not allow outdoor basketball courts use during times when school is not in session.
	This local law would take effect 180 days after it becomes law.
 






































Int. No. 566-B

By Council Members Brewer, Restler, Hudson, Hanif, Krishnan, Cabán, Menin, Brooks-Powers, Sanchez, Farías, Zhuang, Banks, Nurse, Ossé, Rivera, Avilés, Holden, Riley, Louis, Lee, Ayala, Marte, De La Rosa, Salaam and Narcisse

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to an annual report to expand access to school playgrounds
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 18 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 18-167 to read as follows:
§ 18-167 Public access to school playgrounds. a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings: 
Environmental justice area. The term “environmental justice area” has the same meaning as set forth in section 3-1001. 
Playground. The term “playground” means any premises or grounds of a public school or other facility owned or operated by or on behalf of the department of education or by a charter school that contains any device, structure, or implement, fixed or portable, used or intended to be used by persons under the age of 18 for recreational or athletic purposes, including, but not limited to, play equipment such as a sliding board, swing, jungle gym, sandbox, climbing bar, wading pool, obstacle course, swimming pool, seesaw, baseball diamond, athletic field, or basketball court.
b. No later than 75 days after the effective date of the local law that added this section, and annually thereafter, the department of education, in consultation with the department and the school construction authority, shall submit to the mayor and the speaker of the council a report about playgrounds to which the department of education may provide access to the public after school on weekdays when school is in session, and from 8:00 a.m. to dusk on weekends and on weekdays when school is not in session. Such report shall not include any playground to which the department of education, as of the date immediately preceding the effective date of the local law that added this section, provided access to the public after school on weekdays when school is in session, or from 8:00 a.m. to dusk on weekends or on weekdays when school is not in session. Such report shall prioritize access to playgrounds located in environmental justice areas. Such report shall include, but need not be limited to: 
1. A list of no less than 15 playgrounds, including no less than 1 playground located in an environmental justice area, that the department of education may operate and maintain for use by the public after school on weekdays when school is in session, and from 8:00 a.m. to dusk on weekends and on weekdays when school is not in session, and the reason the department of education included each such playground on such list; 
2. A description of the duties and responsibilities of the department and the department of education in relation to operating and maintaining any playground on such list; 
3. The estimated budget required to operate and maintain all such playgrounds after school on weekdays when school is in session, and from 8:00 a.m. to dusk on weekends and on weekdays when school is not in session; and
4. Any anticipated challenges in relation to providing access to the public to any such playground during such days and times.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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Int. No. 643-A

By Council Members Riley, Gutiérrez, Stevens, Won, Feliz, Salaam, Brewer, Hanif, Farías, De La Rosa, Restler, Williams, Schulman, Ossé, Sanchez, Menin, Krishnan, Cabán, Moya, Hudson, Narcisse, Joseph, Banks, Louis, Lee, Holden, Paladino, Ariola and Vernikov

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the posting of information on the use of indoor basketball courts, and a study on improving access to indoor basketball courts
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Title 18 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 18-168 to read as follows: 
§ 18-168 Indoor basketball court access. a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Basketball league. The term “basketball league” means a structured organization of basketball teams that has a permit approved by the department to reserve an outdoor basketball court in advance for a specified time and date.
Indoor basketball court. The term “indoor basketball court” means a basketball court under the jurisdiction of the department or the department of education that is located inside of a building or structure.
Outdoor basketball court. The term “outdoor basketball court” means a basketball court under the jurisdiction of the department that is located outside of a building or structure.
b. The department shall post on its website information regarding the use of indoor basketball courts, including, but not limited to, how to access, in accordance with department of education policy, indoor basketball courts under the jurisdiction of the department of education that may be used by basketball leagues on days when the weather does not allow for the use of outdoor basketball courts. 
§ 2. The department of parks and recreation, in consultation with the department of education, shall conduct a study on how to improve access to indoor basketball courts, as defined in subdivision a of section 18-168 of the administrative code of the city of New York, on days when the weather does not allow for the use of outdoor basketball courts, as defined in subdivision a of section 18-168 of the administrative code of the city of New York. The department of parks and recreation shall post such study on the website of such department. Such study shall include, but need not be limited to:
1. An analysis of the permit application process for the use of such indoor basketball courts, including any recommendations to improve the efficiency of such process or to facilitate access to such indoor basketball courts; and
2. The feasibility of allowing members of the public to use such indoor basketball courts under the jurisdiction of the department of education on days when the weather does not allow for the use of such outdoor basketball courts and school is not in session.
§ 3. This local law takes effect 180 days after it becomes law.


Session 13 
KS
LS #14068
6/20/25 12:33PM

Session 12
JEF
LS #14068
10/2/23 1:00 p.m.




8

image1.png




