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          2                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  Good afternoon,

          3  ladies and gentleman, thank you for taking the time

          4  to attend today's hearing on the Committee of

          5  Cultural Affairs, Libraries, and International

          6  Intergroup Relations.  My name Council Member Jose

          7  Serrano, and I Chair this Committee.

          8                 Today, the Committee convenes to

          9  consider three resolutions, Resolution No. 395- A,

         10  Resolution No. 399, and Resolution No. 515.

         11                 Resolution No. 395- A, would denounce

         12  the horrific crimes currently being committed

         13  against the civilian populations in the western

         14  region of Darfur, and the actions of the government

         15  of Sudan in connection with those crimes.  The

         16  Resolution would further urge the government of the

         17  United States to take immediate action to support

         18  the implementation of the United Nations

         19  Multinational of Peacekeeping Force, and

         20  Humanitarian relief effort to help put an end to the

         21  reign of terror that exists in that region.

         22                 Finally, the resolution would commend

         23  Congressman Charles Rangel for all his efforts to

         24  bring this issue to the forefront.

         25                 I would like to add that I am proud
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          2  of the City Council for coming forward with a strong

          3  resolution that urges a much- needed increase in

          4  humanitarian assistance for the Nation of Sudan.  It

          5  is critical that the Council, and this Committee,

          6  examine what is going on in this area, as well as

          7  with other issues that deal with racial

          8  discrimination.

          9                 Resolution No. 399 would support the

         10  Berlin Declaration, a document summary of the Second

         11  International Conference on Anti- Semitism, recently

         12  held by the Organization for Security and

         13  Cooperation in Europe.  The resolution will point

         14  out that the Berlin Declaration highlights the steps

         15  that member states have agreed to take to combat

         16  Anti- Semitism and other forms of religious or

         17  racial hatred.  When you consider that situations

         18  like the one in Sudan continue to exist, documents

         19  like the Berlin Declaration take on extra meaning.

         20                 Finally, the Committee will consider

         21  Resolution No. 515, which would declare the month of

         22  September as New York City Reads Month.  The

         23  resolution would note the important role of reading,

         24  and refers to some reports that indicate that people

         25  in America who cannot read as well as they need to
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          2  in order to achieve success in life, and that will

          3  offer a bleak assessment of the declining role that

          4  reading has in our nation's culture.

          5                 Before we begin to hear testimony on

          6  these three resolutions, I would like to

          7  acknowledge, we have several Council members here,

          8  who are sponsors of their legislation.  They are

          9  also members of the Committee, who will be joining

         10  us shortly. Please keep in mind that today is a very

         11  busy day in the Council, so there will be members of

         12  this Committee who will be coming in and out.  And I

         13  would like to give the sponsors of these resolutions

         14  the opportunity to say a few words about the

         15  resolutions they have introduced.

         16                 Council Member Oliver Koppell for

         17  Resolution No. 395- A.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL:  Thank you

         19  very much, Mr. Chairman.  I appreciate the Council

         20  considering this resolution. Let me just say that

         21  the situation in the Sudan is a horrific one, and

         22  one that perhaps has not received as much attention

         23  as it might otherwise because of events in other

         24  parts of the world that occupy our attention, not

         25  undeservedly.  But we cannot ignore the plight of
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          2  thousands, indeed, hundred of thousands of people in

          3  Sudan who are the victims of discrimination and

          4  ethnic cleansing.

          5                 And I am pleased to say that in the

          6  interim between the time that I introduced this

          7  resolution and the present, I think that the world

          8  community has begun to take more note of the

          9  situation in Darfur.  When I originally introduced

         10  this resolution several months ago, I was

         11  particularly distressed that really nobody was

         12  talking about this situation, except on limited

         13  occasions, and it wasn't getting much attention in

         14  the press.  That has somewhat changed today.

         15                 Although, I have read recently,

         16  within the last couple of days, that negotiations to

         17  try and resolve matters have broken apart, or broken

         18  down.  And I think the International community has

         19  to act.  I think to some extent, and I think this is

         20  changing, but to some extent the United States could

         21  be accused of hypocrisy in paying attention to

         22  terrorism and Genocide in other parts of the world,

         23  including the Balkans and the Middle East, and not

         24  paying attention to the Genocide in Africa.  And we

         25  all know what happened in Ruwanda, where there was
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          2  not the kind of response by the United States or the

          3  International community that there should have been.

          4    And I think that that situation should not be

          5  permitted to continue.

          6                 I am pleased that the resolution

          7  singles out Congressman Rangel, and my colleague,

          8  Helen Foster, is the source of that particular

          9  aspect of the resolution.  Congressman Rangel has

         10  tried to call International attention to this

         11  matter.

         12                 I might also mention that Congressman

         13  Eliot Engle, who happens to represent the district

         14  that I represent, has submitted a long and

         15  thoughtful statement in support of this resolution,

         16  and has supported two resolutions in the Congress of

         17  the United States with respect to Darfur and the

         18  Sudan.

         19                 And I hope that the Council acting on

         20  this today and hopefully next week, will get some

         21  attention in the press, and add to the call of the

         22  world community to do something.  I mean, I am happy

         23  to support the efforts of the African states, but in

         24  my opinion, if they don't act, that should not

         25  prevent the United States and other countries from
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          2  acting.  And I note that certain people have said,

          3  well, we have got to wait and see what the African

          4  nations do.  And I think it should be led by African

          5  participation.  But if they are unable, for whatever

          6  reason to take action, we are all human beings no

          7  matter what part of the globe we come from, or what

          8  race we are, or what religion we follow.

          9                 And hundreds of thousands of people

         10  are being threatened with the most inhumane type of

         11  attack.  And frankly, I don't care whether it is

         12  African nations or other nations, action must be

         13  taken.  We have seen too many instances in this

         14  world where those who should have spoken or acted

         15  have remained silent.

         16                 So, Mr. Chairman, I hope the

         17  Committee will act favorably on the resolution, the

         18  Council will, and I appreciate your attention to

         19  this matter.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  Thank you very

         21  much, Council Member Koppell, and I want to thank

         22  you for bringing this piece of legislation to the

         23  Committee, and to the Council.  And I look forward

         24  to voting yes on this very important piece of

         25  legislation.  And I know that we will have unanimous
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          2  support.

          3                 At this point, I would like to turn

          4  it over to Council Member Mike Nelson, who is the

          5  prime sponsor of Resolution No. 399.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON:  Thank you,

          7  Chairman Serrano.  And again, I thank you also for

          8  being a constant in the battle against prejudism

          9  (sic), and a great voice in the City Council for

         10  that specific purpose, as well.  I congratulate my

         11  colleague, Oliver Koppell, for also bringing the

         12  problem of the Sudan, to the fore.  There has been a

         13  deafening silence, I agree with you, up until

         14  recently.  And it is just incomprehensible that that

         15  should have been happening.  And it is just a bad

         16  mark upon the entire world, and if you don't speak

         17  out, it is a bad mark upon you.

         18                 So I congratulate you and everybody

         19  who is finally, really speaking out loudly.

         20                 I would like to thank also, Joe Levy,

         21  who is with the Anti- Deformation League, New York

         22  Regional Director.  And Betty Ehrenberg, Director of

         23  International and Communal Affairs at the Orthodox

         24  Union.  And did I leave out anybody else that might

         25  be here for 399?  Okay.
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          2                 We are not picking up arms ourselves,

          3  obviously, I wish that I could.  But in the future

          4  people might ask, where were you, what did you do,

          5  did you say anything about this ground swell of hate

          6  that is going on?  It specifically now is addressing

          7  Anti- Semitism in Europe.  And we should all be able

          8  to say yes, we did speak out, we tried to do

          9  whatever we could, without just going over there

         10  again, and picking up an AK47 and trying to stop it

         11  that way.

         12                 You probably all have a copy of it.

         13  I want to congratulate and thank Mayor Ed Koch for

         14  his role, he displayed. He wished us well in this

         15  today, he could not attend.  And the fact that this

         16  historical important meeting took place was very

         17  heartening, and as some of the game plan, was

         18  heartening. Because its history is painfully

         19  recorded, we know the incredible proportion of mass

         20  destruction that can occur, if people of good will

         21  remain silent.  That is all that evil needs to

         22  prevail.  And we must always know that any group

         23  threatened at any time, means that we are all

         24  threatened.  So it is just that important that we do

         25  something here today.
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          2                 And I thank you, Chairman Serrano.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  I thank you,

          4  Council Member Nelson for, once again, being at the

          5  forefront of these issues and making sure that the

          6  Council is well aware of the efforts going on

          7  throughout the world to combat Anti- Semitism.  And

          8  this is something, as always, that the Council needs

          9  to take a stand on.  The Council is a very diverse

         10  body, and we need to show that we have unanimous

         11  support among all ethnic groups here in the City of

         12  New York for standing against Anti- Semitism.  I am

         13  very proud of that.

         14                 At this point, Council Member Letitia

         15  James, who is the prime sponsor of Resolution No.

         16  515, could not be here. But her staff member is, and

         17  I would like to give her the opportunity to read the

         18  statement.  Her name is Tanya Gellan, and she will

         19  be speaking on behalf of Council Member Letitia

         20  James.

         21                 MS. GELLAN:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.

         22  Good afternoon.  My name is Tanya Gellan, and I am

         23  the Legislative Assistant for Council Member Letitia

         24  James.  I would like to thank the Committee on

         25  Cultural Affairs, Libraries, International
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          2  Intergroup Relations for giving me the opportunity

          3  to present this testimony on the Council member's

          4  behalf.

          5                 Her statement to the Committee on

          6  Cultural Affairs, Libraries, International

          7  Intergroup Relations begins:

          8                  "Good afternoon, and thank you, Mr.

          9  Chair, for taking the time to focus on the declining

         10  leadership levels that have been occurring

         11  throughout the US.  Reading and general literacy

         12  only serves to enrich, as well as invigorate, the

         13  minds of all, but it also builds a strong and

         14  advance society.

         15                 In 1997, International Adult Literacy

         16  Survey conducted a study to compare the literacy

         17  skills of adults in Australia, Belgium, Canada,

         18  Germany, Ireland, the Netherlands, New Zealand,

         19  Poland, Sweden, Switzerland, and the United States.

         20  The study revealed that the United States had more

         21  adults in the two categories pertaining to literacy

         22  skills, than any of the other countries, except

         23  Poland.  Needless to say, I find the study alarming.

         24    These statistics serve as a wake- up call for our

         25  local government to do whatever possible in making
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          2  certain that these trends do not reflect the New

          3  York City population.

          4                 In another study, conducted by the

          5  United States Census Bureau in 2002, only 56.9

          6  percent of those surveyed have read any book in the

          7  last year.  And in a comparative study commissioned

          8  in 2000, by the American Journalism Review, only 16

          9  percent of adults, between the ages of 18 to 29 were

         10  reading a daily newspaper.

         11                 The data from these two statistics

         12  provide insight into the landslide trends in

         13  readership that have been occurring throughout the

         14  country.  Our request that the full Council promote

         15  initiatives which promote reading among the youth

         16  and the adults of our great city.  Let us start by

         17  participating in book drives, and by providing our

         18  continued support for programs whose missions

         19  details reading books to children.  Let us denounce

         20  proposals that cut funding for educational

         21  institutions and organizations.

         22                 Thank you."

         23                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  Thank you very

         24  much, and please extend our gratitude to Council

         25  Member James for her hard work on this issue, and we
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          2  look forward to seeing her and thanking her in

          3  person, when she gets back.

          4                 MS. GELLAN:  Thank you.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  At this point,

          6  whenever the members of the Committee get here, and

          7  we have enough for a quorum, we will pause to vote

          8  on these resolutions, to vote them out of Committee.

          9                 In the meantime, we will proceed with

         10  the hearing and our witnesses.  So the first issue

         11  that we will tackle is the Resolution No. 395- A for

         12  the Sudan.  And Peter Davies and Mary Anne Feeney

         13  will be our first panel.  You can come up and

         14  present testimony.  Please, as much as possible, try

         15  to limit your testimony, and keep it as short as

         16  possible because we have many witnesses here today.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 MR. DAVIES:  I want to thank the

         19  Committee.  I will be as brief as I can.  However,

         20  as Oliver Koppell, Councilman Koppell indicated this

         21  is such a horrific situation that I think it bears a

         22  few moments of testimony on the dire situation as it

         23  exists.

         24                 I want to thank the Committee for

         25  this opportunity to testify.  The Darfur Region of
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          2  Western Sudan, as you know, is a remote area of

          3  Sudan, very difficult for the organizations that are

          4  providing relief.

          5                 I have a written statement here, and

          6  I will summarize key points in the statement.  First

          7  of all, much has transpired since your initial

          8  resolution was drafted, and I would like to bring

          9  you up- to- date on the current situation, comment

         10  on the importance of invoking the provisions of the

         11  1948 Genocide Convention, and urge this Council to

         12  pass a stronger, more current resolution.

         13                 Way back on July 8th, the Riverdale

         14  Press published my Op- Ed piece entitled "World Must

         15  Act Now to End Genocide."  I shall provide a copy

         16  for your record.

         17                 The enormous suffering and avoidable

         18  deaths have continued.  The militias known as

         19  Janjawid have continued to carry out massacres, rape

         20  women and young girls, murder innocent black

         21  African- American men, burn their crops, destroy

         22  their villages, ransack food stocks, steal their

         23  cattle, pollute wells, and have caused over 1.2

         24  million to flee to displaced person camps; the

         25  luckier ones having fled across the border into
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          2  neighboring Chad as refugees.

          3                 You have seen these images on your

          4  television. The US Government has taken the lead in

          5  providing financial support for the humanitarian

          6  relief organizations, much of it channeled through

          7  the United Nations.  The humanitarian organizations,

          8  such as, and I will not read the names, but

          9  International Rescue Committee, which was going to

         10  testify, are the people on the ground providing that

         11  relief.

         12                 The US and Europe, have been in the

         13  forefront of that relief effort, but Western Sudan

         14  is an enormous challenge. It is far from Khartoum,

         15  Sudan's capitol, with very few roads that are now

         16  almost impassable due to washouts from the heavy

         17  seasonal rains.  The government of Sudan has put

         18  enormous bureaucratic road blocks, initially

         19  refusing access to these aid agencies.  In the words

         20  of one aid worker, "The first battle for aid

         21  agencies is negotiating Sudan's Byzantine government

         22  bureaucracy, which is like trying to swim through

         23  honey.  That is your biggest challenge."

         24                 The US humanitarian assistance to

         25  Sudan is beginning to make a difference.  Working
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          2  together with the UN, these organizations have begun

          3  to bring much needed relief despite the obstacles,

          4  including clean water, food, shelter, medicine to

          5  the massive camps, home to refugees and displaced.

          6                 After the joint visit of Senators

          7  Frist and Daschle to Darfur and Chad to see the

          8  situation on the ground, they returned shocked at

          9  the misery and degradation, the threat of disease

         10  and malnutrition faced by hundreds of thousands in

         11  the camps, and they have spoken out on the need for

         12  additional money for Sudan.

         13                 I would like to focus particularly on

         14  the financial aspects.  The 95 million that was

         15  appropriated in the Fiscal Year 2005, Defense

         16  Appropriation's Bill is far from sufficient.  The

         17  United Nations has estimated that at the least, 274

         18  million will be required over the next four years.

         19  I stress, I'm sorry, the next four months, and I

         20  stress four months, for Darfur and Chad, including

         21  money to improve the security of civilians and aid

         22  workers.

         23                 To meet the expanding crisis, the

         24  Senate's Appropriations Committee has adopted a

         25  bipartisan amendment supported by Senators Frist,
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          2  Daschle, Leahy and Dewine in the FY 2005 Foreign

          3  Operations Bill, which is now before the Congress,

          4  that would transfer $150 million from the Iraq

          5  Relief and Reconstruction Fund to address the

          6  humanitarian and security needs in Sudan.  Many more

          7  people could die in the coming months than the

          8  estimated 50,000 who have already died, if

          9  international action does not provide these funds.

         10  Due to the advent of the rainy season, malaria and

         11  other diseases are likely to spread among the

         12  displaced population.  The delivery of food has

         13  already become imperiled by roads cut by flooding.

         14                 This New York City Council can help

         15  by pressuring the Congress and the Administration to

         16  appropriate and provide these funds speedily.  I am

         17  greatly concerned that the lack of a fiscal year

         18  appropriation's bill will again inhibit the flow of

         19  resources to critical UN and NGO humanitarian

         20  efforts further impeding relief delivery unless this

         21  additional funding is included before Congress

         22  recesses on October 8.  So I hope that when you pass

         23  the resolution, you will forward it and take action.

         24                 Now let me turn to the political

         25  dimensions of the crisis.  Eighteen years ago, I was
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          2  in Sudan visiting displaced people camps shortly

          3  after the start of the Civil War between the Muslim

          4  Arab government in the north and the animist

          5  Christian Southern Sudanese.  That was before the

          6  18- year Civil War ended in the south.  A final

          7  peace agreement is still to be signed, that

          8  agreement does not cover the Western Darfur Region.

          9  It is not surprising, therefore, that a rebel

         10  movement arose demanding the same recognition as

         11  contained in the Southern Sudan Peace Agreement,

         12  which includes sharing in the revenue from newly

         13  developed oil resources.  The Sudanese government

         14  has used that local uprising to arm and unleash the

         15  marauding Janjawid.

         16                 And I will not read, because of time

         17  pressures from the report of the State Department,

         18  itself, which interviewed 1,136 randomly selected

         19  refugees, in which 61 percent of those just in Chad

         20  had witnessed the killing of a family member, and it

         21  outlines a lot of the dire situation.

         22                 There is no question in my mind that

         23  it is clearly Genocide.  It has taken months,

         24  however, for the world community to be willing to

         25  face up to former President Clinton's statement,
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          2   "Never Again" when he referred to the Ruwanda

          3  Genocide over 10 years ago.  I congratulate

          4  Congressman Rangel for his arrest in front of the

          5  Sudanese Embassy in Washington, even after UN

          6  Secretary Kofi Annan and Secretary Powell visited

          7  the camps, it has taken weeks for them to conclude

          8  that the Genocide Convention applies.  That

          9  Convention was passed in the General Assembly,

         10  December 9th, 1948, and entered into force January

         11  12, 1951.

         12                 I am not going to read that because

         13  it is in the statement, other than to say that the

         14  First Preamble indicates the Genocide is a crime

         15  under International Law contrary to the spirit and

         16  aims of the United Nations and condemned by the

         17  civilized world.  And the resolution, which is in my

         18  testimony, is there for you to see.

         19                 But specifically, the Article III,

         20  the following acts shall be punishable:  Genocide;

         21  Conspiracy to commit genocide; direct and public

         22  incitement to commit genocide; attempt to commit

         23  genocide; and complicity in genocide.  And then the

         24  other articles put forward the enforcement of those

         25  conditions.
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          2                 Last Saturday, September 18th, the UN

          3  Security Council passed 11 to 0 with Algeria,

          4  Chinatown, Pakistan and Russia abstaining, a

          5  resolution threatening, alas not imposing, sanctions

          6  on the country's leaders and its oil industry, if

          7  the government fails to stop the ethnic violence.

          8  The resolution called upon Secretary General Kofi

          9  Annan to create an international Commission to

         10  determine if violence had reached the level of

         11  genocide.  All human rights and relief agencies, and

         12  I am very glad that my colleague from Amnesty

         13  International is here, continue to work with the UN.

         14    Many of them are on the ground in Darfur and have

         15  called the ethnic cleansing that is taking place,

         16  genocide.

         17                 The African- American Union, itself,

         18  has asked for logistical and other support to

         19  increase the number of monitors on the ground from

         20  the current 300 to over 1,000, and even that will

         21  not be sufficient.  I note that your resolution

         22  calls for a multinational peacekeeping force.  I

         23  believe that the best approach is for the

         24  international community working through the United

         25  Nations to provide every measure of support to the
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          2  African Union, including financial resources,

          3  logistical support, and above all, political support

          4  to bring maximum pressure to bear on the Sudanese

          5  government.  Alas, the final Security Council

          6  resolution has weakened language, which reads simply

          7   "shall consider" action rather than immediately

          8  imposed sanctions is not strong enough by far.

          9                 I will not go into the reasons why

         10  the four countries abstained, that is in my written

         11  presentation.

         12                 But I applaud Congressman Rangel's

         13  statement that the international community led by

         14  the United States must take immediate action to stop

         15  the genocide in Darfur, and save the lives, as he

         16  stated, 700,000 people still clinging to hope.

         17                 I urge your Council to pass on as

         18  strong a resolution as possible that calls on the

         19  United States Administration to use every means

         20  available in cooperation with the United Nations,

         21  the African Union, and the dedicated aid workers,

         22  who are trying to save lives under the most

         23  difficult conditions imaginable to stop the genocide

         24  in Darfur.

         25                 And thank you very much for your ear.
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          2    I also have a copy of the article for your files.

          3  Thank you.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  Thank you.  We

          5  have copies of that testimony, which we distributed

          6  here to the Committee.

          7                 You may begin now with your

          8  testimony.

          9                 MS. FEENEY:  Thank you.  I would like

         10  to thank Mr. Davies for his testimony, and I would

         11  like to just build on some of the points that he

         12  just raised.  And I would like to thank Councilman

         13  Koppell, and all the Councilmen here today for

         14  inviting Amnesty International to share our findings

         15  with you on the current crisis happening in Darfur

         16  in Western Sudan.

         17                 We appreciate your attention to this

         18  serious issue, and hope to work together to address

         19  the crisis.  We thank you for your attention, and

         20  also, for noting the urgency, which we now face

         21  regarding this crisis.

         22                 Amnesty International was one of the

         23  first NGOs to raise the alarm about what is

         24  happening in Darfur in January of 2003.  Since that

         25  time, Amnesty has conducted three missions including
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          2  one that just returned two days ago.  And I am here

          3  to report on the findings of that mission that just

          4  returned on the 21st, and also, to give a little bit

          5  more on the background building on the testimony

          6  that Mr. Davies just delivered.

          7                 The crisis has, unfortunately, as you

          8  know, not subsided, but has worsened.  And we are

          9  extremely concerned over a possible let down in

         10  interest by the International community and the

         11  United States, in particular.  We are also concerned

         12  over a possible decline in the willingness to

         13  support efforts to respond to the crisis.  Based on

         14  this concern, we would like to discuss the current

         15  situation of the Western Region of Sudan, Darfur,

         16  and share some of our policy recommendations with

         17  the Council.  Some of these policy recommendations

         18  have already been submitted to Congress, and they

         19  are included in the written testimony submitted.

         20                 As of September, at least 50,000

         21  people, as Mr. Davies noted, in Darfur, have died as

         22  a result of this conflict. It has impacted an

         23  estimated 2.2 million people with 1.2 million people

         24  displaced residing in internally displaced persons

         25  or IDP camps and informal settlements in Darfur.
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          2  Hundreds of villages have been completely destroyed.

          3    Two hundred thousand have sought refuge in the

          4  neighboring country of Chad.  Three hundred and

          5  fifty thousand may die even under the best case

          6  scenario, that is, even if humanitarian aid and its

          7  distribution are immediately and significantly

          8  enhanced and expedited.  Some estimates state that

          9  over a thousand people are dying on average per day.

         10  Many IDPs and refugees still lack access to

         11  humanitarian assistance due to the ongoing attacks

         12  and insecurity, and bureaucratic obstacles.

         13  Thousands of women have been raped allegedly done by

         14  the Janjawid Militia Forces.

         15                 Our delegation that visited Darfur

         16  from September 14 to September 21 found that the

         17  picture in Darfur is one of distress, denial, and

         18  disappointment.  Distress of people whose lives and

         19  livelihood have been destroyed, denial of

         20  responsibility by the Sudanese government, and

         21  disappointment at the slow progress to resolve this

         22  crisis.

         23                 In a marked departure from past

         24  practice, our delegation was given free and full

         25  access to Darfur.  Delegates visited also Jeneina,
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          2  and Nyala, and met with senior government ministers

          3  and officials in the country's capital of Khartoum

          4  and in Darfur, as well as met with international

          5  organizations and civil society representatives.

          6                 It is imperative that the

          7  International community remain focused and mobilized

          8  on the crisis in Darfur.  We must not allow it to be

          9  overshadowed by fatigue, a new possibly sexier

         10  issue, or even by the elections in November.  The

         11  crisis in Darfur impacts all of us on too many

         12  levels not to be addressed. It touches us as fellow

         13  human beings, it is a challenge to the concept of

         14  basic human dignity and human rights, and to the

         15  idea of a global community that takes care of all of

         16  its members.  It is with this in mind that I would

         17  like to focus on some of the key recommendations for

         18  the Council to also consider.

         19                 Demobilizing, Disarming and Ending

         20  the Impunity of the Janjawid:

         21                 The Sudanese central government in

         22  Khartoum is allowing militias aligned to it to

         23  destroy the homes and livelihoods of the farming

         24  populations in the Darfur Region in Western Sudan.

         25  The Janjawid militia has been killing, raping, and

                                                            27

          1  COMMITTEE ON CULTURAL AFFAIRS

          2  wounding the civilian population, looting property

          3  and livestock, and burning villages.  This appears

          4  to be part of a deliberate strategy of forced

          5  displacement.

          6                 The recent arrests of the alleged

          7  Janjawid members by the government do not address

          8  the ongoing control of IDP camps by the Janjawid

          9  that continued existence of the Janjawid military

         10  camps, or the need to verify that those arrested are

         11  actually members of the Janjawid.  Further, the

         12  government strategy is now to integrate the Janjawid

         13  into its regular armed forces.  This does not

         14  address the problem of the Janjawid, it merely

         15  shifts it and creates a climate of impunity that

         16  rewards perpetrators of human rights violations with

         17  positions in the national armed forces.  The

         18  Sudanese government's Commission of Inquiry excludes

         19  investigation of these armed forces.  This could be

         20  used by the government to ensure that the Janjawid

         21  fighters who have committed such atrocities avoid

         22  persecution.  We are calling for the United States

         23  Congress to continue to press the Sudanese

         24  government to acknowledge its responsibility for the

         25  actions of the Janjawid, and to immediately
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          2  demobilize and disarm the Janjawid, and ensure that

          3  they are not in any position to commit further

          4  abuses, which may include regrouping them in

          5  locations away from Darfur, as part of the solution.

          6                 Our recent mission confirmed Amnesty

          7  International's early analysis of attacks on

          8  villages by government supported militia.  In some

          9  cases backed by the Sudanese armed forces killing

         10  civilians, looting, and burning homes.

         11                 The delegation saw several sites

         12  where villages have been completely burnt to the

         13  ground or abandoned, that are now almost overgrown

         14  with vegetation.

         15                 The delegates visited displaced

         16  people from nomadic tribes who are now in Musai camp

         17  near Nyala, where they heard "mirror image" accounts

         18  of killings and rapes said to have been committed by

         19  the insurgents.  Amnesty International condemns

         20  strongly all violations of international

         21  humanitarian law committed by armed political

         22  groups.

         23                 Our delegation acknowledged the

         24  government's efforts to increase the number of

         25  police in Darfur, by redeployment from other parts
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          2  of Sudan.  However, often they are not properly

          3  equipped.  Furthermore, the delegation continues to

          4  hear, on the ground, from displaced persons that

          5  police do not investigate their complaints, and that

          6  some of the Janjawid have been absorbed into the

          7  police and government militia.

          8                 The abuses in Darfur have

          9  specifically targeted women and girls, and include

         10  abductions, sexual slavery, torture, and forced

         11  displacement.  Girls as young as eight- years- old

         12  have been raped and used as sex slaves.  The

         13  Janjawid have also tortured women to coerce them to

         14  report the whereabouts of their husbands.  Forms of

         15  torture have reportedly included forcing the faces

         16  of women between wooden sticks and pulling out

         17  women's fingernails.  Not a single member of the

         18  Janjawid or the armed forces has been charged with

         19  committing rape or abductions.

         20                 We are calling on the US Congress to

         21  publicly insist that the police military camp

         22  security, and humanitarian personnel in Darfur and

         23  Chad, do not include any member or former member of

         24  the Janjawid militia and that female officers are

         25  employed in all IDP camps and trained to deal with

                                                            30

          1  COMMITTEE ON CULTURAL AFFAIRS

          2  these gender based violence issues.

          3                 We are calling on the Congress to

          4  call upon the authorities in Sudan to commit that

          5  those who have raped will be brought to justice in

          6  fair trials.

          7                 And we also need to bolster the

          8  mandate of size, resources, and capacity of the

          9  Peace and Security Cease- fire Monitoring Group.  On

         10  May 28th of this year, the government of Sudan and

         11  the Sudan Liberation Army, or the SLA, and the

         12  Justice and Equality Movement, or the JEM, agreed to

         13  allow international observers to monitor a cease-

         14  fire in the he Darfur Region of Sudan.  The

         15  agreement also provided for the creation of an

         16  international Darfur cease- fire commission

         17  comprised of representatives from the African-

         18  American Union, European Union, the Sudan government

         19  and the SLA and JEM.

         20                 We are calling on Congress to support

         21  financially and diplomatically broadening the

         22  mandate for the Cease- fire Monitors to make sure

         23  that all reports of attacks against civilians are

         24  thoroughly investigated and that the findings are

         25  made public.  The internally displaced persons in
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          2  Darfur who are forced to flee their homes are being

          3  denied access to necessities such as food, water,

          4  and sanitation.  However, despite the persistence of

          5  many agencies, the government of Sudan has been

          6  systematically restricting the access of

          7  humanitarian organizations to Darfur.  The inability

          8  of humanitarian organizations to deliver food,

          9  water, and sanitation to over a million IDPs only

         10  serves to fuel the humanitarian crisis there, and is

         11  likely to ensure the deaths of perhaps hundreds of

         12  thousands of persons from famine and disease in the

         13  next few months.

         14                 We are calling on Congress to

         15  increase public condemnation of the Sudanese

         16  government's continued restrictions on access of

         17  humanitarian organizations to IDPs in Darfur, and

         18  press for immediate and unrestricted access by the

         19  UN agencies and other humanitarian aid organizations

         20  to all IDPs and civilians affected by the conflict

         21  in all areas of Darfur.

         22                 We are calling that they provide at

         23  least one third of the contributions in response to

         24  humanitarian appeals to respond to this crisis.

         25                 We are urging that the Congress urge
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          2  the government of Sudan to mobilize the National

          3  Grain Reserve for distribution for the Sudanese

          4  civilians in Darfur, and to organize a national

          5  campaign to collect millet and sorghum seeds for

          6  Darfur farmers.

          7                 The current crisis in Darfur is a

          8  combination of both a humanitarian and a human

          9  rights crisis.  Resolving the situation,

         10  establishing lasting peace and security and

         11  rebuilding the region's ability to feed itself will

         12  demand addressing both aspects of this crisis.  At

         13  the same time, it is also imperative that we fully

         14  expose the scale and scope of the abuses committed

         15  in Darfur, and bring those responsible to justice.

         16                 We are calling on Congress to support

         17  financially and diplomatically the UN Office of the

         18  High Commissioner for Human Rights, providing human

         19  rights monitors to protect Sudanese civilians, as

         20  well as gather information about human rights

         21  violations.

         22                 The region does not have the

         23  infrastructure to allow a humanitarian operation of

         24  this scale to be run for a long period of time.  If

         25  displacement continues, access is lost,
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          2  international assistance and attention drops, then

          3  there is a possibility that the crisis could turn

          4  into an even greater catastrophe.

          5                 Amnesty International recently

          6  welcomed the establishment by the UN Security

          7  Council, as Mr. Davies noted, of an independent

          8  International Commissioner of Inquiry, which was

          9  established on September 17th, which has been one of

         10  our key recommendations for some months now, and

         11  this will investigate war crimes, crimes against

         12  humanity, and they will establish whether or not

         13  genocide has, indeed, taken place.

         14                 Darfur must remain on the agenda of

         15  the International community until the people are

         16  able to live freely and safely.

         17                 And I thank you again for this very

         18  important resolution, and thank you for your time

         19  today.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  Well thank you

         21  for your resolution, for your testimony, I am sorry.

         22  I think the two of you, Mr. Davies and Ms. Feeney,

         23  basically have covered some of the major points.

         24  The only question I would have is, do you think

         25  there is anything that the Council could do further
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          2  to help the situation?

          3                 MR. DAVIES:  I think that there are

          4  two things that the Council could do.  One, I think

          5  Council Member Koppell indicated at the outset,

          6  which is to bring attention and publicity to the

          7  dire situation.

          8                 But in the more immediate matter and

          9  of great urgency, particularly because we are in an

         10  election year, and October 8th is probably the date

         11  on which Congress will recess, we have a very short

         12  period of time to press the Foreign Operations

         13  Committee of the Senate to put forward the funds

         14  that are absolutely required as I indicated in my

         15  testimony for the four months, the estimate is $267,

         16  or exactly whatever the figure was, for the next

         17  four months, not for a whole year.  And that is

         18  absolutely essential, and it means taking from the

         19  vast sums that are in Iraq, a mere $150 million

         20  from, as our US share of that UN estimate for the

         21  next four months.

         22                 So I hope that you will find a way to

         23  press the Congress, given your own leadership

         24  position.

         25                 Thank you.
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          2                 MS. FEENEY:  And just to build on

          3  that, I would agree with Mr. Davies that the most

          4  important issue at hand is pressing the US Congress

          5  to act on this immediately, because of the urgency

          6  of the situation.  And as he noted, they are going

          7  into recess October 8th, so it does not leave us

          8  much time.

          9                 Our DC Office has been daily meeting

         10  with officials, and also, we have also submitted the

         11  recommendations that I submitted to you today, to

         12  them.  But a letter from you or increase pressure

         13  would definitely help the situation.

         14                 MR. DAVIES:  And if I might,

         15  Councilman Serrano, very briefly, I will read you

         16  just one short paragraph that our own US

         17  representative to the UN, Danforth, put forward in

         18  just two days ago, and I took it off my email this

         19  morning."Government aircraft start the attacks by

         20  bombing villages, government soldiers arrive in

         21  trucks, followed by the Janjawid on horseback.  They

         22  surround and then enter the villages.  Guns blazing,

         23  they shoot and bomb."  This is our own UN

         24  Ambassador.  "Bomb fleeing villages, they loot and

         25  destroy the villages, often shouting racial epithets
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          2  and curses as they proceed with their acts of

          3  destruction.  They leave behind them nothing but

          4  devastation and death, and importantly nine in ten

          5  of the refugees said they had witnessed no rebel

          6  activity in the areas so mercilessly attacked by the

          7  government and the Janjawid."  These, that is the

          8  rebels who have been fighting against the government

          9  of Sudan.  "These are indiscriminate acts of

         10  violence and terror.  Secretary of State Powell

         11  recently told Congress that the evidence leads the

         12  US to conclude that the government of Sudan may be

         13  condoning a perpetrating genocide." So to the extent

         14  if you could bring up the genocide issue, I think

         15  that that would be extremely helpful as you do in

         16  your resolution.  So I hope that you will amend your

         17  resolution accordingly.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  Thank you.

         19  Anything you would like to add, Council members?

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL:  I just want

         21  to thank Peter Davies, who is an old friend, and who

         22  has spent his life working in international relief

         23  work and peace efforts for coming today.  I know he

         24  remains very busy, and appreciate his taking the

         25  time.  And I also want to thank Ms. Feeney for her
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          2  presentation, and say her organization, in my

          3  opinion, does very good work.  I am a very small

          4  contributor, but I am happy to support the work of

          5  Amnesty International.

          6                 And you know, we do what we can do.

          7  I think, Mike, correctly pointed out, there are

          8  limitations of what we can do, but not to speak out

          9  would be wrong.  And I will send, I will try and get

         10  in touch with our US Senators with respect to the

         11  Senate, because I think that Senator Clinton and

         12  Senator Schumer should be active in this, and I will

         13  make it, I have written them about the resolution,

         14  and I will write to them again, today or tomorrow,

         15  and call on them to intervene with respect to the

         16  appropriation.

         17                 MR. DAVIES:  Thank you very much.

         18                 MS. FEENEY:  Thank you.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  Council Member

         20  Nelson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON:  Yes, thank

         22  you, Mr. Chair. I also want to thank Mr. Davies and

         23  Ms. Feeney for being here. It makes me feel good to

         24  know that people really devoted to this, and more

         25  than just, you know, part- time here and there.
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          2                 I mean, was it, Janjawid?

          3                 MR. DAVIES:  Janjawid.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON:  Nazi, Al

          5  Queda, Ku Klux Klan, basically, it is all the same

          6  thing.  These are all the same psychopaths that,

          7  unfortunately, when allowed to have power and run

          8  amok, and keep on doing it.  There are no

          9  borderlines, and not just Czechoslovakia, and they

         10  will stop.

         11                 I am generally against being arrested

         12  as a law maker, but I have to tell you, I

         13  congratulate Representative Rangel, because there is

         14  some thing that is just so overpowering, that this

         15  is one of them overall.

         16                 And it may be rhetorical, but I mean,

         17  really, you can answer better, you, and I am sorry

         18  when I was outside, if I missed any of this.  The

         19  UN, how actively involved have they been with this?

         20  I just wish the protesters out here with the RNC,

         21  and in Boston with the DNC, we get involved in that.

         22    That is not as important, I realize, and I say

         23  this emphatically, because it really gets me.

         24                 MR. DAVIES:  The UN has been, and

         25  Kofi Annan, Secretary General, particularly, has
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          2  come forward and indicated that they must establish

          3  this Commission, which as Ms. Feeney pointed out,

          4  has just been established.  And had even been

          5  selecting people to go, independent observers, to

          6  look at the issue of genocide in the area.  And it

          7  has been both the UN, and I must say the United

          8  States, Office of Foreign Disaster Assistance and

          9  the AID, that have been in the forefront of putting

         10  humanitarian aid in, and in calling a spade, a spade

         11  with regard to the reality of genocide.

         12                 And I do think, while my own

         13  political views may be somewhat different than the

         14  Administration, that in this case, Colin Powell,

         15  belatedly, and with international pressure from the

         16  organizations that we represent, I headed up 160 of

         17  them as President and CEO of Interaction as the

         18  umbrella advocacy organization until I retired, are

         19  bringing pressure to bear on the Sudanese

         20  government.  But more needs to be done, and more

         21  active, vigorous action than has yet been taken.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON:  I would think

         23  so.  This should get protestors out there, this

         24  should.

         25                 Okay, thank you very much for what
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          2  you are doing.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  Thank you,

          4  Council member. Thank you, panel.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  The next

          6  resolution that we are going to here is Resolution

          7  No. 515, New York City Reads Month.  And I would

          8  like to call up Leslee Oppenheim, Richard Reyes-

          9  Gavilan, and that will be the first two, and then

         10  when they are done, I will call the next two.  Go

         11  right ahead.

         12                 MS. OPPENHEIM:  Good afternoon to the

         13  members of the City Council and other guests.  I am

         14  Leslee Oppenheim, the University Director of the

         15  Adult Literacy, GED program at the City University

         16  of New York.  I cannot think of a better activity

         17  for New Yorkers to engage in during the month of

         18  September, and October, and November, than reading.

         19  I want to thank you very much for bringing special

         20  focus this month to this critically important skill.

         21                 In the University, of course, reading

         22  underlies much of the activity that students do, as

         23  undergraduates and on up.  There is though another

         24  very important population of learners at the City

         25  University, and that is the population of over
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          2  10,000 adults enrolled annually in the University's

          3  Adult Literacy and GED High School Equivalency

          4  Preparation Program.  It is an old program, for more

          5  than a quarter of a century, the University through

          6  its Division of Adult and Continuing Education, and

          7  the Office of Academic Affairs, has provided an

          8  opportunity to literally tens of thousands of adults

          9  in the City to enhance their literacy and their

         10  language skills at a CUNY campus.

         11                 The program currently operates on 13

         12  campuses of the University, all five boroughs of the

         13  City.  The Adult Learning Center is on the campuses

         14  are open, literally, from dawn to dusk and beyond

         15  day classes, evening classes, weekend classes. The

         16  program is funded, very happily and thankfully from

         17  the City, and as well from the Federal Workforce

         18  Investment Act funds that are administered through

         19  the State.

         20                 The program serves a segment of the

         21  City's population that is really most in need of

         22  basic academic skills. The services that are

         23  provided provide literacy- related education that at

         24  one end of the continuum help adults to read, to

         25  write better, and to speak English.  And at the

                                                            42

          1  COMMITTEE ON CULTURAL AFFAIRS

          2  other end, help more advance learners to pass the

          3  GED High School Equivalency Exam, enabling them to

          4  get better jobs, or to go onto higher education, and

          5  very often both at the same time.

          6                 At every level of instruction,

          7  students are helped to utilize their learning for

          8  the achievement of goals beyond the classroom, such

          9  as greater participation in the affairs of the

         10  community, new job opportunity perhaps, or greater

         11  involvement in the education of their children.

         12  Most of the students in the programs across the

         13  campuses are the working poor, and most are parents

         14  for whom enhanced language and literacy skills

         15  represent an important value added with respect to

         16  the next generation of New Yorkers.

         17                 Indeed, much has been written that

         18  links a child's success in school to the educational

         19  level of the parent.  And of course, a parent that

         20  can help with homework and support a child in his or

         21  her own classroom is a critically important part of

         22  the learning equation.  The truth is that if no

         23  child is to be left behind, the literacy skills of

         24  the parents must also not be left unattended.

         25                 Adults who are served in our programs
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          2  often have very significant learning needs that

          3  cannot be addressed by quick fixes.  While a few

          4  students only need a jump- start to renew their

          5  education, the majority needs substantially more

          6  time.  It is not uncommon though, for a student to

          7  enter one of the campus programs reading at the

          8  fifth grade level, and several years later emerge

          9  with a GED diploma, and then go on to enroll in CUNY

         10  as a matriculated college student.

         11                 Over the course of many years of

         12  program operations, we have learned a great deal

         13  about how best to provide instruction, and basic

         14  education and literacy, and language acquisition.

         15  The program has been very fortunate to have an

         16  expert group of literacy professionals, as teachers,

         17  staff developers, and as campus program directors.

         18  And you will hear next from one of them, the

         19  Director of York College Adult Literacy Program,

         20  Maria Williams.

         21                 We consider the work that we do on

         22  behalf of the deserving population of adult learners

         23  to be very important to the well being of the

         24  learners themselves, and more broadly, to the City

         25  of New York.  We do this work with great respect and
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          2  admiration for the adult students in our program,

          3  who are already busy with work, and family, and

          4  community responsibilities, who recognize the value

          5  that enhanced language and literacy skills bring to

          6  their lives.

          7                 I am happy to answer any questions

          8  that you might have.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  Does your guest

         10  have testimony, as well?

         11                 MS. WILLIAMS:  Yes, I do.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  Okay, you may

         13  begin with that.

         14                 MS. WILLIAMS:  Okay.  Good afternoon

         15  members of the City Council, good afternoon, guests.

         16    I am the Director of York College Learning Center,

         17  which is one of the 13 CUNY Adult Learning Centers

         18  in New York City.  The learning center is situated

         19  in the heart of Jamaica in southeast Queens, New

         20  York City Council District number 28, and Community

         21  Planning District number 12.

         22                 Our doors were first opened in 1976,

         23  and when we served 150 students.  Last year, our

         24  report documents that we successfully serve 1,751

         25  students in either adult basic education, which
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          2  includes GED in English and in Spanish, as well as a

          3  little over 900 ESL students.

          4                 Our students come to us with a

          5  variety of literacy needs.  The range is from, Hi,

          6  my name is Nate, and I do not know how to read, to,

          7  I dropped out of school in the 10th grade and I need

          8  my GED, or, I work in an office and my boss gives me

          9  assignments and I cannot read, please, help me.

         10  Their needs are great and they are anxious to start.

         11    They have come to realize that the world has

         12  changed, and every situation in which they

         13  participate, they must know now how to read.

         14                 One new reader, who is just learning

         15  how to decode words reported to his teacher that

         16  banking has become a challenge.  He must now ensure

         17  that he does his banking when tellers are available,

         18  because using the ATM is too difficult a task.  It

         19  uses more words than he knows.

         20                 Our purpose and mission then is to

         21  open doors for all our students by making them real

         22  readers and writers.  Not merely readers who decode

         23  words, but readers like you and me, who read for

         24  meaning.  With that purpose and mission in mind, we

         25  provide every opportunity for our students to excel,
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          2  not just while they are enrolled in our program, but

          3  more so when they leave us and have to navigate life

          4  situations on their own.

          5                 Our classes meet for four hours each

          6  day, and in the evenings, three hours, and half of

          7  that time is spent in reading.  Students read every

          8  day, and they read like we do, with an emphasis on

          9  whole books, novels, and newspapers.  Long, long

         10  gone are the days when programs were test

         11  preparative.  Today, students are reading books from

         12  cover to cover, and they read for meaning.

         13                 Each year our program budgets funds

         14  to purchase books and novels for readers at every

         15  level.  So from the new reader, somebody just ready

         16  to decode, to GED aspirant, books and materials are

         17  available at every level.

         18                 Additionally, our teachers ensure

         19  that students are exposed to a variety of works,

         20  which includes popular fiction, classical works,

         21  autobiographies and biographies, newspapers, plays,

         22  poetry, and text.

         23                 In addition, we encourage continuous

         24  staff development for our teachers.  They are

         25  constantly trained to become teachers of reading,
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          2  better teachers of reading, who in turn teach the

          3  students to become better readers.  They are taught,

          4  for example, reading strategies to make the students

          5  better able to draw meaning from a text.

          6                 We call ourselves a community of

          7  learners and a community of readers.  Our staff,

          8  from time to time, has engaged in readers circles,

          9  as well as we have taken our students to get library

         10  cards from the Queens Borough Public Library, all in

         11  an attempt to model for and implicate in our

         12  students good reading habits.  We believe we have

         13  seen positive results.  Students tell us in their

         14  reading logs and in their journals the joy they

         15  experience and the pride they feel in an

         16  accomplishment that we take for granted, that is,

         17  reading a book from cover to cover and fully

         18  understand what we have read.

         19                 Others report that they now read to

         20  their children, help them with their homework

         21  assignment, read a note from their children's

         22  teacher, respond to the note, volunteer at PTA

         23  events and activities, read labels in the pharmacy,

         24  and go to stores, fill out job applications by

         25  themselves, no longer pretend to read, but really
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          2  read a book on the subway, like everyone else does,

          3  get to Florida by Amtrak and back, and use the ATM.

          4  They claim that little by little they cease to be

          5  frightened by print, and they are now able to face

          6  the outside world that is filled with print.  They

          7  feel now confident and assured.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  Thank you.

         10  Could you, for the record, state your name?

         11                 MS. WILLIAMS:  Maria Williams.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  Maria Williams.

         13                 MS. WILLIAMS:  Yes.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  Thank you very

         15  much.  Your testimony, again, it points out so much

         16  that we need to do, and I am very happy that the two

         17  of you are working very diligently to increase the

         18  amount of readers here in the City of New York, and

         19  I applaud your efforts.  And I know it is not easy,

         20  and that you don't always get the support you need.

         21  But we want you to know that the Council stands with

         22  you, and we look for ways to help support you.

         23                 Do my colleagues have any questions?

         24  Okay.  I will now proceed, thank you, I will now

         25  proceed with the next panel.  Rachel Pane and
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          2  Richard Reyes- Gavilan, okay, and Loida Garcia Febo.

          3    I'm sorry.  Rachel.  And you are?

          4                 MS. FEBO:  Loida.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  Is Rachel here?

          6    Okay, so as they are seated.  If you want, you

          7  could actually pull up a chair on the corner there.

          8  Okay, Richard, you may begin.

          9                 MR. REYES- GAVILAN:  Chairman

         10  Serrano, members of the Committee, ladies and

         11  gentlemen, good afternoon.  I am Richard Reyes-

         12  Gavilan, the supervisor librarian in the Literature

         13  and Language Division at the Mid- Manhattan Library,

         14  part of the New York Public Library System.

         15                 I would first like to take the

         16  opportunity to thank you, Mr. Chairman, and the

         17  members of your Committee, Speaker Miller, and all

         18  of your Council colleagues for your unwavering

         19  support for public libraries.  I would also like to

         20  thank you for holding this hearing to discuss

         21  Resolution No. 515, and to express our strong

         22  support for this resolution.  We, at the New York

         23  Public Library, share your concerns over recent

         24  studies that reveal how far too many in our country

         25  are not able to read, or choose not to read.  It is
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          2  a troubling reality.

          3                 As you have noted in Resolution No.

          4  515, the recent National Endowment for the Arts

          5  Survey, Reading at Risk, made startling conclusions

          6  about the state of reading in America. Literary

          7  reading is declining among all groups, particularly

          8  young people.  I will focus on that report today.

          9                 The conclusions of Reading at Risk

         10  are distressing to anyone who values reading,

         11  literature, engaged political discussion,

         12  philanthropy, live music, and yes, even sports.  I

         13  was surprised to discover that attendance at

         14  sporting events is more common among literary

         15  readers than non- readers.  It is one of many

         16  disturbing corollaries made by the report linking

         17  those who do not read literature to a lack of civic

         18  participation.  The conclusions of Reading at Risk

         19  are distressing to the New York Public Library.

         20  However, the library has anticipated many of the

         21  results of the report, and is very much aware of the

         22  competition literary reading now has that it did not

         23  have five, ten, or twenty years ago.

         24                 The library owns some really old and

         25  wonderful photographs from turn of the century of
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          2  neighborhood branches on their opening days with

          3  long lines of children, sometimes blocks long,

          4  happily waiting to get into the library to get their

          5  hands on nothing but books.  Books were all the

          6  library offered and all it needed to offer.  That

          7  kind of satisfaction from print alone is impossible

          8  in the present age of Internet chat, DVD, and MP3. I

          9  see people every day on the subway, who may have

         10  once been readers, now content to pass the time

         11  playing with the ring tones on their cell phones.

         12                 There is hope, however, in the last

         13  few decades, in the last few years, in particular,

         14  the library has reinvented itself by adding

         15  technology, materials in electronic formats,

         16  workshops, discussion groups, and innumerable other

         17  literacy programs and initiatives to bring New

         18  Yorkers, especially the young, that group who has

         19  declined in literary reading the steepest throughout

         20  our doors.  Once they are here, we like to think

         21  that the battle is nearly won, because despite all

         22  of our new formats and programs, we are still best

         23  at promoting literature.

         24                 Last year, the library's central

         25  young adults space was completely renovated and
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          2  reintroduced as Teen Central. The new space on 53rd

          3  Street has computers, a large screen television, and

          4  music pumped in from a state- of- the- arts sound

          5  system, all the technology we fear may be killing

          6  reading.  My colleague at Teen Central wrote me the

          7  following:

          8                  "Teens are coming in here more and

          9  more frequently.  Many are here every day, and

         10  eventually get bored with the computer, CDs, and

         11  DVDs, and the only things they have not explored are

         12  the books.  This is when we get our chance to push

         13  literature."  I admit that it is not exactly

         14  inspiring to hear that books are a last resort, but

         15  at the same time, at least we are creating a reader,

         16  where otherwise we might not have had the

         17  opportunity to do so.

         18                 We have been very fortunate at the

         19  New York Public Library because we have not

         20  experienced the adult reading drop off expressed in

         21  the report.  The largest circulating collection of

         22  fiction in New York City resides at the Mid-

         23  Manhattan Library where I work.  I am very proud to

         24  report that in the last eight years, circulation of

         25  print fiction for adults has increased 30 percent to
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          2  close to 400,000 titles per year.

          3                 The New York Public Library has been

          4  working for years to address the many issues

          5  identified in Reading at Risk. We are making

          6  progress through Teen Central and other innovative

          7  programming and services, and Resolution 515, will

          8  help us to continue to attract New Yorkers to the

          9  library.

         10                 Again, thank you for inviting me to

         11  testify in support of this important resolution.  I

         12  would be happy to answer any questions.

         13                 MS. GARCIA- FEBO:  Good afternoon.  I

         14  am Loida Garcia- Febo of the Queens Library.  I want

         15  to begin by thanking each of the members of this

         16  Committee, our Queens Delegation, and of course,

         17  Chairman Serrano, for your unwavering support of our

         18  City's public library.  Thank you for the

         19  opportunity to appear before you today to speak in

         20  support of Resolution 515, declaring the month of

         21  September as "New York City Reads Month."

         22                 Queens Library presents a wide

         23  variety of programs for children from toddler age

         24  through sixth grade.  Some programs include parents

         25  or caregivers as well.  From Mother Goose, Lap Sit
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          2  program, Toddler Time, and the Toddler Learning

          3  Center through Picture Book, Summer Reading Club,

          4  and After School programs, to programs which support

          5  special holidays and celebrations, there is

          6  something for every child at Queens Library.

          7                 I agree with the statement made by

          8  Rod Paige, Secretary of the United States Department

          9  of Education, that "reading is the foundation of

         10  learning" and that "our children must learn to read

         11  well, if they are to excel in life and achieve their

         12  dreams."  Early reading has a critical impact on the

         13  child's future achievement.  Children who are read

         14  to from birth, learn to read sooner and more easily

         15  than those who are not.  It is the simplest and

         16  least expensive way to ensure your child's future

         17  success in school.  Families should read aloud each

         18  day to accustom their children to the sounds of the

         19  written word. Children should see their favorite

         20  adults reading regularly so that they understand

         21  that it is a valuable skill and a source of

         22  enjoyment and information for all ages.  The love of

         23  reading must be nurtured through the school years.

         24  From kindergarten through third grade, children

         25  learn to read, and after that they read to learn.
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          2  Once a child is able to read and write

          3  independently, it's common for many adults to leave

          4  children alone.  Yet, shared literacy activities can

          5  continue all our lives.

          6                 Parents are the key to a child's

          7  academic success and it is our hope, of course, to

          8  make sure that the parent is the first and most

          9  important teacher the child will ever have. In 2001,

         10  with a grant from the State Department of Education,

         11  Queens Library launched its first family Literacy

         12  Program.  This invaluable program seeks in a

         13  comprehensive way to improve family literacy, and to

         14  foster parental involvement in education of

         15  children, from an early age.  There is a great need

         16  for English language instruction in Queens where 46

         17  percent of our residents are foreign born, and

         18  nearly 1.1 million speak a language other than

         19  English at home.  In this program foreign and

         20  caregivers are instructed in ESOL, English for

         21  Speakers of Other Languages, and learn to foster

         22  early literacy skills in their young ones.

         23                 In the 1991 National Literacy Act,

         24  Congress defined literacy as "an individual's

         25  ability to read, write, and speak in English, and
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          2  computerized and solve problems at levels of

          3  proficiency necessary to function on the job and in

          4  society, to achieve one's goals, and develop one's

          5  knowledge and potential."  As Resolution No. 515

          6  points out, according to the National Adult Literacy

          7  Survey, approximately 44 million people in the U.S.

          8  Have limited literacy skills.  To meet this need,

          9  Queens Borough Public Library provides quality

         10  service, resources, and lifelong learning for adults

         11  who want to learn to read or learn to speak English.

         12    For adults with limited language skills, every day

         13  activities such as reading a bus or a subway sign

         14  may be insurmountable.

         15                 On behalf of the Queens Library I

         16  want to thank you for your support of our

         17  institution.  As a result of your leadership, and

         18  that of the Queens delegation, we are able to

         19  continue to address the literacy needs of our

         20  patrons.  As you know our funding has been cut by

         21  $10 million, which has impacted our services.  Your

         22  support of additional funding this past fiscal year

         23  is very important to us, and we look forward to the

         24  day when our budget will be fully restored.

         25                 Reading is a wonderful, social
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          2  activity, an opportunity to share and recommend

          3  reading materials, and have discussions to expand

          4  interests, knowledge, and opinions.  Once again, I

          5  would like to thank Chairman Serrano, the members of

          6  the Committee, and indeed, the entire Council for

          7  your efforts in getting New Yorkers to read.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  Thank you.

         10  Before I turn it over to questions, I would like

         11  Rachel to have the opportunity to give her

         12  testimony.  So you just might want to pull up to the

         13  side of the table and move the microphone over to

         14  you.

         15                 MS. PANE:  Good afternoon.  My name

         16  is Rachel Pane.  I am from the Brooklyn Public

         17  Library.  I am the coordinator of Preschool

         18  Services.  I very much would like to thank the

         19  Council, and Councilman Serrano for letting us come

         20  and speak about this resolution, Resolution 515,

         21  establishing New York City Reads Month in September.

         22                 The Brooklyn Public Library, I work

         23  with the young children and the caregivers at the

         24  Library, and we are very excited about the programs

         25  that we have starting there.
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          2                 First of all, I would like to share

          3  with you three stories, and I always thing it is

          4  wonderful, children respond so well to stories, I

          5  think it is wonderful to share them here.

          6                 Today I was with Felix Plaza, who is

          7  one of our children's librarians, and he went to an

          8  outreach program at the Williamsburg Y Headstart and

          9  read to some four- year- olds, and they are so

         10  excited to see him, that they basically ran up to

         11  him and said, Felix, we are so glad to see you, and

         12  they were so excited about the program, and he led

         13  them is some wonderful story times.

         14                 I watched, Malcolm, a young boy who

         15  was with his caregiver.  For the very first time he

         16  had been separated from his parents, he was two-

         17  years- old, and he read over and over again a book

         18  called, Go Away Big Green Monster, because it helped

         19  him deal with the separation between leaving his

         20  parents for the very first time.

         21                 Then there is Darcy, a three- year-

         22  old, who comes to the library story times very

         23  often.  And her mother told me that when she goes

         24  home, every night she lines up her stuff animals and

         25  does her own story time with them.  And it is just
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          2  demonstrating how much she gets from the library

          3  programs.

          4                 At the Brooklyn Public Library we

          5  have over, we have programs at 50 of our branches,

          6  and 90 of our children's librarians are committed to

          7  doing these programs on a regular basis.  In the

          8  next two years we will expanding our services,

          9  strictly for the first five years, for children in

         10  their first five years, developing training, early

         11  literacy materials to support this work, increase

         12  outreach to caregivers, family day care providers,

         13  child care centers, Headstart programs.  We will

         14  also be developing parent workshops to encourage

         15  them to read to their young children.  And we will

         16  be developing out children's books collections to

         17  make sure that we are reaching all the children.

         18                 And this summer, I am very pleased to

         19  announce that our Summer Reading Club increased our

         20  statistics by, it was 48 percent increase in

         21  participation, which is wonderful to see.          So

         22  Brooklyn Public Library can think of nothing better

         23  than creating September as New York City Reads

         24  Month.

         25                 Thank you very much.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  Thank you very

          3  much, and thank you all, once again, for your

          4  testimony.  I think it speaks to the need of our

          5  elected officials to be very supportive of the work

          6  that you all do in your individual capacities to

          7  help fight illiteracy.  And we commend you for your

          8  work, and we look forward to continuing the fight,

          9  and to be with you as we find new ways and new

         10  funding to try to combat literacy in our City, and I

         11  thank you for being here.

         12                 Our next panel will be for Resolution

         13  399, which is the Berlin Declaration.  And we have

         14  Joel Levy, Betty Ehrenberg, and Harriet Mendel.  If

         15  all three could, please, form the panel?  Betty, you

         16  may begin.

         17                 MS. EHRENBERG:  Thank you very much.

         18  My name is Betty Ehrenberg.  I am Director of

         19  International and Communal Affairs for the Union of

         20  Orthodox Jewish Congregations of America.  And I

         21  want to thank Chairman Serrano and Councilman Nelson

         22  for convening this today, for convening us, and for

         23  introducing this very, very important resolution.

         24                 We are witnessing a new, virulent,

         25  globalizing anti- Semitism that has been developing
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          2  for years, and has manifestations in many countries

          3  today.  It is almost indistinguishable from classic

          4  anti- Semitism, and yet, there is a new aspect.  And

          5  that is, as traditional anti- Semitism always

          6  involved discrimination against Jews and not

          7  allowing them to live as equal members of society,

          8  the new element involves the Middle East situation,

          9  and singling out of Israel for discriminatory

         10  treatment in the international bodies, and includes

         11  public calls for the destruction of Israel and the

         12  Jewish people, and even for the killing of Jews as

         13  religious obligation.

         14                 The breakthrough Conference on Anti-

         15  Semitism held in Berlin by the Organization for

         16  Security and Cooperation in Europe, which, as you

         17  should know, is the third most important regional

         18  organization in Europe after NATO and the EU,

         19  involved over 1,000 participants and focused on the

         20  roles of government and Civil Society in combating

         21  anti- Semitism.  I was very proud to serve as a

         22  Public Member of the U.S. Delegation headed by

         23  former New York City Mayor Ed Koch, the Helsinki

         24  Commission Chairman Representative Christmas Smith,

         25  and Congressman General Cardinal, and U.S.
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          2  Ambassador to the OSCE Stephen Minikes.  They were

          3  an excellent team, and Ed Koch is as good as ever.

          4                 The Conference presented a challenge

          5  to our countries to shape our world in strengthening

          6  peace and justice. Anti- Semitism, if allowed to

          7  continue to spread, will affect the foundations of

          8  world democracies.  What represented a significant

          9  diplomatic victory was the fact that governments

         10  expressed a willingness to acknowledge the severity

         11  of anti- Semitism in their countries and to take

         12  action to combat it.  For too long, the attacks on

         13  Jews and Jewish institutions all over the world have

         14  been increasing in the past several years that have

         15  either been denied, ignored, rationalized, or

         16  obfuscated.  The Conference presented an opportunity

         17  for diagnosing and treating this terrible disease.

         18                 The Berlin Declaration was a ground-

         19  breaking example of countries willing to recommit

         20  themselves to the principles of the Universal

         21  Declaration on Human Rights, which was so

         22  beautifully espoused this afternoon by our

         23  colleagues who spoke about the terrible tragedy on

         24  Darfur.  Fifty- five member states pledged to take

         25  concrete steps to fight the anti- Semitism in their
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          2  midst.  Today the increase of terrorism and the

          3  development of weapons of mass destruction by state

          4  sponsors of terrorism added to the demonization of

          5  Jews and Israel is a combination of very volatile

          6  elements.  These global dangers render the Berlin

          7  Declaration, which unequivocally condemned all

          8  manifestations of anti- Semitism, all the more

          9  timely and significant.  The acknowledgment by the

         10  international community that political developments,

         11  including those in Israel and the Middle East, never

         12  justify anti- Semitism render the demonization and

         13  delegitimization of Israel unacceptable.  Singling

         14  out Israel for blame by the international community

         15  while ignoring the most deplorable human rights

         16  records of others, such as what is going on today in

         17  the Sudan, is a double standard that cannot be

         18  allowed to exist.

         19                 The OSCE Conference on Anti- Semitism

         20  took place in an atmosphere of cooperation, working

         21  towards a common goal of eradicating discrimination.

         22    The presence of Secretary of State Colin Powell

         23  demonstrated the determination of the United States

         24  to take the lead in reversing this alarming trend.

         25  Secretary Powell's clear message that hate crimes
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          2  must be prosecuted and the it is unacceptable to

          3  vilify Israel by the use of Nazi symbols and racist

          4  caricatures set the guidelines.

          5                 The achievements of the Conference

          6  were unprecedented.  Demonization of Israel was

          7  identified for what it is, anti- Semitism.  For the

          8  first time, OSCE member states committed to

          9  monitoring hate crimes, tracking bias crime

         10  statistics, and issuing public reports.  For once,

         11  the disease would be not only diagnosed, but the

         12  treatments prescribed. Ideas were exchanged and

         13  attention was focused on educating young people,

         14  since hatred and incitement have been taught to the

         15  young in so many countries.

         16                 The Union of Orthodox Jewish

         17  Congregation of America is the nation's largest

         18  Orthodox Jewish Synagogue organization.  Our

         19  constituency of hundreds of synagogues all across

         20  the country,  the lion's share which are in the

         21  districts of Councilman Nelson and Councilman

         22  Serrano, have made the battle against anti- Semitism

         23  a top priority.

         24                 We therefore applaud the passage of

         25  Resolution 399 by the New York City Council, the
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          2  support of the Council for the Berlin Declaration

          3  underscores the importance of the need for the

          4  respect and tolerance for all religions and ethnic

          5  groups in our city and all over the world.  The

          6  adoption of this resolution by the Council as the

          7  General Assembly of the United Nations takes place a

          8  this moment is more than serendipitous, the Council

          9  of the City of New York, by adopting this

         10  resolution, serves as an example to the United

         11  Nations in promoting an environment free from racial

         12  hatred and violence.  We strongly urge the UN to

         13  follow in the steps of the City Council of the

         14  World's greatest City and to adapt a resolution

         15  supporting the Berlin Declaration. A defeat of anti-

         16  Semitism is a triumph for everyone regardless of

         17  race or religion.

         18                 I thank Council Members Nelson,

         19  Fidler, Clarke, Comrie, Gentile, Koppell, Liu, Reed,

         20  Serrano, Weprin, Jackson, and Gennaro for sponsoring

         21  Resolution 399, and for their dedication to fighting

         22  hatred and bigotry, and to promoting peace in our

         23  city.

         24                 Thank you very much.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  Thank you very
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          2  much.  Mr. Levy.

          3                 MR. LEVY:  Thank you very much.  My

          4  name is Joel Levy.  I am the New York Regional

          5  Director of the Anti-Defamation League.  Mr.

          6  Serrano, members of the Council, I would like to

          7  thank you very much for this opportunity to be able

          8  to testify in support, very strong support of this

          9  very important resolution.

         10                 As Betty Ehrenberg has already said,

         11  and I am not going to repeat it, but we are

         12  experiencing a resurgence of anti Semitism that is

         13  stemming from the Middle East and spreading

         14  throughout Europe.  It is a plague, it is an

         15  epidemic, it is a disease that needs to be combated.

         16                 I am very pleased that the Council

         17  wants to pass this resolution to do exactly that, to

         18  show that we, in this city, stand in solidarity with

         19  55 nations who came together at the OSCE meeting in

         20  Berlin most recently.

         21                 This is the second in a series of

         22  important meetings that were actually initiated by

         23  the Anti-Defamation League when we testified before

         24  the Foreign Relations Committee of the United States

         25  Congress urging that the OSCE take up this as a
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          2  subject. That led to a first meeting in Vienna,

          3  followed by a second meeting in Berlin, and that

          4  Berlin meeting culminated in this particular

          5  resolution, which is causing all signatory members

          6  who for the first time commit themselves to

          7  recording all acts of anti-Semitism and other forms

          8  of racism that are expressing themselves in their

          9  societies.

         10                 To then conducting educational

         11  programs to try to prevent such act, and committing

         12  themselves to recognizing that anti-Semitism is an

         13  unacceptable form of racism. And it is very, very

         14  important that we, together, stand in this city

         15  together with the OSCE, which includes the United

         16  States as one of its members in making this kind of

         17  an important resolution.

         18                 So I am very, very pleased that you

         19  have taken this initiative.  We can only support it,

         20  and applaud it, and hope, as it has already been

         21  said, that the Unite Nations will take the same

         22  position.

         23                 Thank you very much.

         24                 MS. MENDEL:  My name is Harriet

         25  Mendel, and I am Director for Israel and
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          2  International Affairs of the Jewish Community

          3  Relations Council.  Michael Miller, friend to many

          4  of you here, regrets that he could not be here for

          5  these hearings, but he joins me, and JCRC sixty

          6  organizations, officers and board of directors in

          7  thanking Council Member Michael Nelson, Mr. Serrano,

          8  and the other co- sponsors of Resolution 399, for

          9  introducing this important resolution.

         10                 We take special note of the multi-

         11  ethnic nature of the City Council co- sponsors, as

         12  representatives of the world's premier, multi-

         13  cultural city.  You have recognized that anti

         14  Semitism is a virulent manifestation of racism and

         15  group bigotry. I will repeat what some of my

         16  colleagues have mentioned here, of course.  And

         17  fighting hatred and prejudice is an intricate part

         18  of the JCRC mandate, and our common cause with all

         19  elected officials.

         20                 Our city is home to the largest

         21  population of Holocaust Survivors in America, as it

         22  is home to others from across the globe.  And we

         23  have heard about the many languages spoken in this

         24  great city, continue to be the haven for so many

         25  immigrants, and many who have suffered
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          2  discrimination and persecution.

          3                 My late parents were among those who

          4  fled virulent anti- Semitism in Europe and found

          5  sanctuary and opportunity in New York.  And I am

          6  forever grateful for that.  And as a haven to so

          7  many New York's representatives understand better

          8  than anyone, the fact that was currently

          9  demonstrated during the Holocaust, when anti-

         10  Semitism rears its ugly head, persecution of others

         11  follows, can run through the universe.

         12                 The upsurge of violent, virulent

         13  attacks against Israel, a Jewish State, Jews, Jewish

         14  institutions, and Europe Latin America, Asia,

         15  African, Russia, and elsewhere raises the anew, the

         16  age old questions attending historic anti- Semitism,

         17  and Betty Ehrenberg mentioned, and Joel mentioned,

         18  the new anti Semitism as it is called.  I don't like

         19  these terms, but it is being used, incorporates old

         20  bigotry, racism intolerance, and stereotypes Jews

         21  have suffered for centuries.  The new voices focus

         22  primarily, but not exclusively, on Israel, a

         23  contemporary, geo- political incarnation of the

         24  traditional anti- Semitic caricature of the power

         25  hungry Jews, is the reasons for all that ails the

                                                            70

          1  COMMITTEE ON CULTURAL AFFAIRS

          2  world.  And let us take note that anti- Americanism

          3  is not far behind anti- Semitism.  Where the

          4  equation of the powerful against the powerless has

          5  inspired terror and destruction.  Not far from here,

          6  Ground Zero bears a witness to how incitement,

          7  hatred, and prejudice can produce reprehensible

          8  destruction.

          9                 The JCRC is actively engaged in

         10  countering international anti- Semitism, along with

         11  all here, with all New Yorkers, and all Americans on

         12  a number of levels.  New York is the crossroads of

         13  the world, and representing the largest Jewish

         14  community in America, the JCRC uses our city as a

         15  gateway to speak with dignitaries and foreign policy

         16  opinion molders around the globe to discuss issues

         17  of concern in which anti- Semitism features

         18  prominently.

         19                 As Betty mentioned, introducing 399,

         20  I don't know if this was planned, but you did a

         21  really good job, during a week in which the General

         22  Assembly convenes in New York, it is probably not a

         23  coincidence.  Born out of the JCRC's ongoing

         24  contacts, I actually go from here to join a small

         25  groups of colleagues for a meeting with French

                                                            71

          1  COMMITTEE ON CULTURAL AFFAIRS

          2  Foreign Minister, Michel Barnier, an event with

          3  other - -

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON:  (Microphone

          5  not on.)

          6                 MS. MENDEL:   Ah, I will let him know

          7  that.  That is the multi-cultural, you see.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON:  (Microphone

          9  not on.)

         10                 MS. MENDEL:  That is okay, that is

         11  okay, because the French have made some steps, and

         12  we have to take note of some of the progress that

         13  has been made.  I will get to it in a minute, I will

         14  not go on too much.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON:  (Microphone

         16  not on.)

         17                 MS. MENDEL:  Not at all, it is

         18  appropriate.  Many of you know of how French has

         19  been highlighted with respect to the Jewish problem

         20  of today.  The JCRC has established, as others of

         21  our colleagues in other organizations, close

         22  relationships with Jewish communities around the

         23  world.  This is very important given the

         24  opportunities that we have here in New York, and as

         25  host of leadership from the German, Joel spent many
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          2  years in Germany, so he knows very well what is

          3  going on there.  French and Italian Jewish

          4  communities in New York, understanding, and this

          5  part of the multi- cultural heritage of New York,

          6  these local communities histories, cultures, and

          7  societies and their views of anti- Semitism, informs

          8  our discussions with world leaders as we encourage

          9  them to attack bigotry with vigor and conviction.

         10                 They, in turn, learn about the

         11  American system and the commitment of people in

         12  government to battle hatred.  Your role in

         13  introducing today's resolution is part of that

         14  government, people, American, democratic, tradition,

         15  which many in, at least, our European Jewish

         16  colleagues are desperate and hungry to learn about.

         17  Would you say that Joel?

         18                 MR. LEVY:  Absolutely.

         19                 MS. MENDEL:  We understand that this

         20  intricate process of transatlantic diplomacy, quiet

         21  and public, and activity has been effective to some

         22  extent.  The OSCE has held these meetings on anti-

         23  Semitism represented and culminating in the Berlin

         24  Declaration.

         25                 As I had mentioned, communities look
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          2  to and appreciate American- Jewish, but also

          3  Americans outspokenness in support for their

          4  concerns, and that, today, is an example, it will

          5  get back to the Jewish community, and to government

          6  officials, I will mention this at the meeting now

          7  with Barnier that, and so government officials, in

          8  fact, in France and in Germany, and Italy, and

          9  throughout Europe, who once denied anti Semitism,

         10  who once denied this phenomenon in these years,

         11  particularly since the outbreak of violence, are now

         12  speaking out, drafting and enforcing stronger,

         13  legal, educational, and other measures to fight

         14  anti- Semitism.  And we must give credit, where

         15  credit is due, and encourage more.

         16                 But our message this week to

         17  governments, in fact, is to do more.  For example,

         18  we are asking, and this was mentioned at, that they

         19  bring a measure to condemn anti- Semitism before the

         20  Unite Nations, I understand two days ago.  Germany,

         21  in the ironic returns of history, have said that it

         22  will introduce such a measure, and we are going to

         23  look for support on this, and that they continually

         24  and forcefully engage in all measures in their

         25  respective countries.  America stands out as an
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          2  example for its role in combating anti- Semitism.

          3                 From the President, the entire

          4  Administration, Senate, Congress, State, City

          5  leaders, all officials, to keep this matter in the

          6  forefront of the international agenda, connecting it

          7  to terror and to all of the issues that we find so

          8  strenuous in the world.  The City Council is an

          9  example of how our great American system works.

         10  Bravo, God Bless America, that is all I can say.

         11                 The JCRC, again, applauds City

         12  Council Member Nelson, Mr. Serrano, and other

         13  members of the Council who have lent their names to

         14  these important measures.   At the dawn of the

         15  Jewish New Year, 5765, tomorrow is Yom Kippur, we

         16  pray for World Peace and end to global conflict.  We

         17  are thankful for the initiative taken in proposing

         18  Resolution 399 in the hope that it will in some

         19  measure advance our collective goal of mutual

         20  understanding, respect, and cooperation.

         21                 Thank you very much.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  Thank you.  I

         23  think it is important to note that the Council has a

         24  responsibility to stand with the Jewish community,

         25  not only in this country, but throughout the world
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          2  in fighting anti- Semitism.  It is important to

          3  note, and I often remind folks that it was a Jewish

          4  community, historically, that has stood at the

          5  forefront and partnered in every civil rights

          6  movement, whether it be here in the south in the

          7  1950s and 1960s, or whether it be combating

          8  apartheid in South Africa.  The Jewish community has

          9  ingrained in its culture a sense of justice, not

         10  only for their own people, but for oppressed people

         11  everywhere, regardless of religion, ethnicity, or

         12  race.

         13                 And we as a community must stand

         14  together, and stand with our Jewish brothers and

         15  sisters throughout the globe in their time of need.

         16  And to make sure that we do not allow the time of

         17  anti- Semitism that we saw in the 1930s to start to

         18  once again creep into the culture of Europe.  And we

         19  must nip it in the bud and stem it in any way that

         20  we can, and show that we have a multi- national,

         21  multi- racial, multi- ethnic coalition of folks who

         22  are not going to stand for it, or be silent about

         23  it.

         24                 So I thank you for your testimony

         25  here today, and I will turn it over to Council
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          2  Member Nelson for any comments.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON:  Thank you,

          4  Mr. Chair. Yes, you have, as usual, a correct sense

          5  of history.  And again, you, as a matter of fact

          6  your family, your father has always been the

          7  forefront of trying to keep prejudism at the lowest

          8  ebb possible.  We know we will never wipe it out,

          9  there are certain things in society you will never

         10  wipe out.  So the challenge is to keep it down as

         11  far as you possibly can.

         12                 I mean, you can't, it is an

         13  unrealistic goal.  But when it starts to build up,

         14  that is society's job, and indeed, elected

         15  officials, and leaders of organizations, such as

         16  Harriet Mendel, Joel Levy, and Betty Ehrenberg to

         17  come to the fore and do something about it.

         18                 And some of the details that you have

         19  brought up are quite interesting, all three of you,

         20  and I thank you.  We put it towards the end because

         21  we were told that were some of the people testifying

         22  might be late from our side, the 399, I should say.

         23  So that is why we were here late.  I just commend

         24  the Chair's patience with this, and yours, for being

         25  here so long, as the crowd has sort of like, you
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          2  know, dwindled.

          3                 MS. EHRENBERG:  And we were pleased

          4  to listen to the other testimony that came before

          5  us.  Those were issues important to us, as well, so

          6  thank you.

          7                 MS. MENDEL:  Right, yeah, thank you.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON:  Indeed,

          9  especially, Darfur, you know.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  This is of

         11  extreme importance, and unfortunately, many members

         12  of the City Council are down in Washington today,

         13  with Speaker Miller, fighting for our fair share of

         14  funding.  And unfortunately, we were not able to

         15  achieve a quorum here today.  So I will, I would

         16  like the record to reflect that the Committee stands

         17  in support of all of these resolutions, and we will

         18  vote them out when we have a quorum at our next

         19  meeting, next month.  We will take them up

         20  immediately upon gavel, and we will vote them out

         21  and get them to the floor.

         22                 But we have our testimony for the

         23  record, and we do stand in favor.  And I want to

         24  thank you for your testimony here today.  And I

         25  would like to thank members of my Committee who were
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          2  here, Eric Gioia was here earlier, stopped by, had

          3  to go.  And of course, Council Member Mike Nelson

          4  for being such a staunch advocate, and a great

          5  member of the City Council.

          6                 I would like to thank the Counsel to

          7  my Committee, Mari DePedro, Rick Arbelo, of course,

          8  Regina Poreda, she is in the corner, and my Chief of

          9  Staff, George Torres, for all of the help in putting

         10  together, I think, a very thoughtful and

         11  comprehensive hearing today.  And the information

         12  that we have gained from all of your testimony will

         13  help the Council do its job better.  So we

         14  appreciate everything that you brought to the table

         15  today.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 MS. EHRENBERG:  Thank you, Mr.

         18  Chairman.

         19                 MS. MENDEL:  Thank you very much.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO:  The hearing is

         21  adjourned, and we will take the vote on these

         22  resolutions at our next hearing.

         23                 (Hearing adjourned at 3 p.m.)

         24                 (The following was read into the

         25  record.)
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          2

          3  Testimony of:

          4  Representative Eliot Engel

          5  United States House of Representatives

          6                 Mr. Chairman:

          7                 I am honored to support this

          8  important resolution condemning the Government of

          9  Sudan for the atrocities committed against the

         10  people of the Darfur Region and calling on the

         11  United States to support a United Nations peace-

         12  keeping force and humanitarian relief effort.  As a

         13  member of the House Committee on International

         14  Relations, I strongly believe that the resolution

         15  being considered today will send a strong message to

         16  the government of the Republic of Sudan that crimes

         17  against innocent civilians in Darfur, Sudan, will

         18  not be tolerated.

         19                 Since early 2003, violence between

         20  militia forces of the Government of Sudan and rebel

         21  forces in Darfur have resulted in attacks by

         22  Government forces against civilians in the

         23  impoverished Darfur Region of Sudan.  Sudanese

         24  ground and air forces have launched multiple attacks

         25  on unarmed civilians, defenseless refugees, and
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          2  undefended villages.  In Darfur, Sudan, and

          3  estimated 30,000 innocent civilians have been

          4  brutally murdered, more than 130,000 people have

          5  been forced from their homes and have fled to

          6  neighboring Chad and more than 1,000,000 people have

          7  been internally displaced.  The Sudanese Government

          8  and militias it supports have not only engaged in

          9  despicable acts of rape, child abduction and the

         10  destruction of food and water resources, but also

         11  restricted basic humanitarian aid to the people of

         12  the Darfur Region.

         13                 The effect of these crimes has

         14  created a humanitarian crisis in Darfur, and the

         15  government of Sudan should be held accountable for

         16  the atrocities committed against the people of this

         17  region.  As a member of the House Committee on

         18  International Relations, I have co- sponsored two

         19  resolutions in support of the innocent civilians in

         20  the Darfur Region.  On July 22, 2004, the House of

         21  Representatives passed H.Con.Res. 467, labeling the

         22  violent attacks committed by the Sudanese forces as

         23  genocide.  Additionally, the resolution calls on the

         24  Administration to imposed targeted sanctions

         25  including visa bans and the freezing of assets of
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          2  businesses and individuals directly responsible for

          3  the atrocities in Darfur, Sudan.  Furthermore, the

          4  resolution urges the Administration to seriously

          5  consider multilateral or even unilateral

          6  intervention to stop genocide in Darfur, should the

          7  Untied Nations Security Council fail to act. This

          8  resolution passed by a vote of 422- 0, and a related

          9  resolution passed by unanimous consent in the

         10  Senate.  I am also the co- sponsor of an earlier

         11  resolution, H.Con.Res. 403, which demands that the

         12  international community strongly condemned the

         13  actions of the Sudanese Government and that the

         14  Government cease these attacks.  This resolution

         15  passed overwhelmingly, 360 to 1. The United Nations

         16  also displayed commitment to the people of Darfur on

         17  July 30, 2004 when the Security Council passed a

         18  resolution demanding that the Government of Sudan

         19  halt attacks on the refugees and bring to justice

         20  members of the Janjawid militia, which is

         21  responsible for much of the brutality in Darfur.

         22                 I am pleased that Secretary Powell

         23  has finally recognized the atrocities committed in

         24  the Region of Darfur as genocide.  However, the

         25  United States must follow- up to ensure that the
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          2  Government of Sudan immediately condemns and halts

          3  these barbaric attacks against the civilians of

          4  Darfur and allows access for the delivery of much

          5  needed humanitarian assistance. As a member of the

          6  House Committee on International Relations, I

          7  appreciate the efforts of the Council of the City of

          8  New York and strongly support Proposed Resolution

          9  No. 392- A.

         10                 (Hearing concluded 3:00 p.m.)
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