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TITLE:
To amend the New York City Charter, in relation to accepting Metropolitan Transportation Authority’s Access-A-Ride identification cards and reduced-fare MetroCards with additional official proof of address of New York City residency for the purpose of proving the identity and residency of applicants for New York City Disability Parking Permits
CITY CHARTER:
Adds a new subparagraph f to paragraph 15 of subdivision a of section 2903.
INTRODUCTION


On May 9, 2008, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member John Liu, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 741.  Int. No. 741 would amend the New York City Charter to allow the Commissioner of Transportation to accept certain types of identification to prove the identity of a person applying for a New York City special vehicle identification parking permit.  Invitees include Commissioner Janette Sadik-Khan, New York City Department of Transportation (“DOT”), disability rights advocates and transportation advocates.

BACKGROUND
The City Charter grants the DOT Commissioner the power to issue special vehicle identification parking permits (“permits”), which allow New York City residents and certain non-residents with a permanent disability impairing mobility to park in certain areas where parking would otherwise be prohibited.
  In order to obtain such a permit, the applicant must be certified by the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (“DOHMH”) or a provider designated by DOHMH, as having a qualifying disability.

Some applicants for the permits claim that DOT will only accept New York State Department of Motor Vehicles issued identification to quality for the permits, making it impossible for some otherwise qualified people to obtain the permit.  This bill would allow DOT to accept the Metropolitan Transportation Authority (“MTA”) Access-A-Ride identification card or reduced fare metrocard as proof of identity for the permit.
ANALYSIS

Section one of Int. No. 741 would add a new subparagraph f to paragraph 15 of subdivision a of section 2903 of the New York City Charter.  New subparagraph f would provide that notwithstanding the provisions of any other law, rule or regulation, the DOT Commissioner would be required to accept a New York State-issued identification card, a New York State driver’s license, an MTA- Access-A-Ride Identification Card or MTA reduced fare metrocard for the purpose of proving the identity and residency of applicants for a New York City Special Vehicle Identification Parking Permit.  New subparagraph f would further provide that applicants submitting an MTA Access-A-Ride Identification Card or an MTA reduced fare metrocard must also submit proof of New York City residency, and that DOT would be required to accept a current utility bill as proof of residency.
Section two of Int. No. 741 would provide that this local law take effect immediately after its enactment.
�  New York City Charter §2903(a)(15).


�  Id.
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