New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.
Legislative Service Number:
· Intro No. ___-2026
Prime Sponsor:
· Council Member Selvena N. Brooks-Powers
Bill Title:
· A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring that police officers be trained on laws and policies related to the use of physical restraints on pregnant and postpartum individuals
Submitted by:
· Council Member Selvena N. Brooks-Powers
Justification
Pregnant and postpartum individuals in the custody of law enforcement remain vulnerable to the use of physical restraints, a practice that leading medical organizations warn poses serious risks to the health of both the parent and the pregnancy. New York State has repeatedly strengthened its anti-shackling protections, and continues to do so, but recent incidents have exposed a gap between New York's anti-shackling protections and how pregnant people are treated. These protections can only safeguard New Yorkers if the officers responsible for applying them understand what the law requires.

Intro __ would require the New York City Police Department to train all officers on the laws, rules, and policies that regulate the use of physical restraints on individuals in custody who are pregnant or postpartum, including the limitations established by Executive Law § 837-t-1. The bill would also require the Department to report annually, for six years, on how the training is delivered and on the number of officers who have and have not completed it.

By equipping officers with clear knowledge of when and how restraints may lawfully be used, Intro ___ would establish a clear standard of treatment which safeguards the health, safety, and dignity of pregnant and postpartum New Yorkers in custody.

