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THE COUNCIL

Report of the Infrastructure Division

Kathleen B. Cudahy, Director

Committee on Parks, Recreation, Cultural Affairs and

International Intergroup Relations
Council Member Wendell Foster, Committee Chair

June 13, 2000

INT. NO. 661: 
BY: Council Members Provenzano,



Abel and Golden; also Council


Members  Eisland, O’Donovan 


and Rivera

TITLE:
In relation to a corner name, Louis


Tuzzio Corner, Borough of The Bronx.

INTENT:
This legislation would add, through the 


posting of an additional sign, the name 


“Louis Tuzzio Corner” at Maclay 


Avenue and Seddon Street.

COMMENT: 

Francesca Mahoney, a daughter of Louis Tuzzio, provided the following biographical outline.

Louis John Tuzzio was born in 1911 in the Lower East Side area known as “Little Italy.”  He was the oldest of eight children born to Italian immigrants.  Because of his family’s abject poverty, his dream of becoming a draftsman never came to fruition.  Despite the hardships, Louis Tuzzio provided for his family by taking on various unskilled positions.  In 1938, Louis Tussio married Liboria Lumia and they settled in the Bronx.  In 1942, he joined the National Guard, which was also the year that the first of his two daughters was born.


In 1952, Louis Tuzzio rented an apartment on Buck Street in the Zerega area of the Bronx.  The Zerega community soon became his extended family.  Although Louis was forced to move after the sale of the Buck Street house, he was determined to remain in the Zerega area.  In 1959, he moved to 2440 Maclay Avenue and remained there for the next forty years.  Mr. Tuzio raised his two daughters and cared for his grandchildren and great-grandchildren at the Maclay Avenue apartment that he loved so dearly.


After many years of working as a weaver in a local Bronx lace factory, Louis Tuzzio decided to work closer to home after the closing of the factory and was employed during the 1970’s at Westchester Square hospital, also in the Zerega area.  Living and working in the Zerega area  gave him the opportunity to make trips to his famous “stomping ground”; Frank & Joe’s Deli located at 1700 Zerega Avenue.  He would engage everyone with his infectious smile and kindness and soon many residents began to call him “The Mayor of Maclay.”  


Louis came from an area that was densely populated and he welcomed many visitors and new families to the area. Louis Tuzzio was a proud Italian-American, and he enjoyed talking to many of the new immigrants in the neighborhood, feeling a kinship with them struggling to make a living in the Bronx, as he had.  He had several opportunities to move to areas with plenty of open space.  One area in particular was Bellport, Long Island.  His daughter Linda tried persistently to get him to move, but he always replied “there’s not enough people out there like my neighborhood.”


His daily routine included shopping at local stores for various residents of the neighborhood who were housebound.  Louis Tuzzio knew that the type of houses in which people live are irrelevant compared with the quality of the people that live in them.


To call Louis Tuzzio a Bronxite is an understatement.  In 1988, Louis was so enraged by the possibility of his beloved New York Yankees moving out of The Bronx that he joined local politicians and became a participant at the age of seventy-five, in the Keep the Bronx Bombers in The Bronx Committee.  Louis also spent his summers in The Bronx and for over twenty years kept cool at the Castle Hill Pool & Beach Club, until its closing.  Every Sunday he paid a visit to his parish of Santa Maria, in which he was an active member, until poor health besieged him.  He was also a member of the Chippewa Democratic Club for over twenty years.


Louis Tuzzio was a devoted family man and loving friend to his entire community.  During his forty-seven years in the Zerega area, Louis John Tuzzio was an important part of the fabric that enriched the lives of many of the residents of the Zerega community.  During the last year of his life he lived with Francesca Mahoney, one of his daughters, in the Country Club area.  Every single day he would begin by saying, “I would like to go home to 2440 Maclay Ave.”  He never forgot his extended family despite the ravages of old age.  On February 8, 1999, at the age of eighty-seven, Louis John Tuzzio passed away. Ironically, Liboria his devoted wife of sixty one years had passed away one month earlier on January 8, 1999.  At the funeral for Louis Tuzzio many of the residents of the Zerega community came out to pay their respects to one of their own.  It would be a fitting and lasting tribute to this humble man, who gave so much to others throughout his life, to have the northeast corner of Maclay Avenue and Sedden Street named in his honor.  Louis Tuzzio was survived by his daughters, Francesca  Mahoney and Linda Sherwood, 7 grandchildren and 5 great grandchildren.


This local law shall take effect immediately.
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