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          2                 MR. RUSSO: My name is Stephan Russo,

          3  I am the Executive Director of Goodard Riverside

          4  Community Center.

          5                 I want to welcome you all here this

          6  evening, and I want to particularly thank Ronnie

          7  Eldridge, and Phil Reed, Bill Perkins, and who else

          8  is here, and the rest of the Manhattan Delegation

          9  that I think had the drive for approaching Goodard,

         10  and at least in this neighborhood and throughout all

         11  of Manhattan, I think responding to a concern that

         12  many of us had for a need to certainly have some

         13  kind of Speakout, forum, some mechanism whereby many

         14  of us who were really in some ways caught off guard

         15  by the Diallo tragedy, some mechanism for us to

         16  really come together and Speakout around what is

         17  happening on our City streets.

         18                 While crime may be down in the City,

         19  I think that there are certainly reasons for it. I

         20  think we have not really addressed the fact that

         21  some of the rights of many of our individuals as

         22  citizens are really being violated in the process of

         23  doing that, and we thought we would have this forum

         24  really to hear not from community leaders and from

         25  our City Council members, but really more to hear
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          2  from you about what actually is happening out there

          3  in neighborhoods and communities, because we are

          4  certain, and many of us have heard individual

          5  stories, that what is happening out in the streets

          6  and the relationship of communities and police is

          7  much more than what we are reading in the paper.

          8                 So, with that, again, I thank you for

          9  being here. I want to turn it over to Ronnie

         10  Eldridge, a Council Member from this district.

         11  Ronnie and Bill who are going to lead the forum.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Thank you.

         13  And thank you, Stephan and Goodard Riverside for all

         14  of your cooperation.

         15                 This is the fourth Speakout that we

         16  have had at the Manhattan Delegation, and we have

         17  been down at Cooper Union, down in lower Manhattan,

         18  we have been at North General Hospital, in Central

         19  Harlem, and East Harlem, and then we were up at

         20  Washington Heights. So, tonight we are at the west

         21  side, tomorrow night there will be a forum in the

         22  Gay and Lesbian Community Center, and Thursday,

         23  starting late afternoon, 4:30, at Riverside Church.

         24                 After we have heard from people, the

         25  Delegation intends to write a report and to give

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            6

          1  MANHATTAN DELEGATION SPEAKOUT

          2  that report. It has been a very interesting

          3  experience for us, it is more than interesting, it

          4  is a compelling experience. It has been interesting

          5  because each community has had a slightly different

          6  story to tell. It is very related to people who live

          7  in the different communities, so we are very

          8  interested in hearing what you have to say. There

          9  will be no speeches from us, although we will give

         10  some view, introductory remarks. Bill has to leave

         11  and 7:00 and he is going to say a few words, but

         12  first I would like to introduce Phil Reed, who is

         13  co-sponsoring this Speakout, and who represents the

         14  district north of 96th Street, Bill actually

         15  represents the district from Broadway to Riverside

         16  Drive north of 92nd Street.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you,

         18  Ronnie. And good evening, everybody. It's a pleasure

         19  to be here, unfortunately it is not a pleasure in

         20  terms of the subject but we have an opportunity to

         21  reach out to the community. Ronnie did speak about

         22  how we have been moving from one community to

         23  another and working in the entire Manhattan

         24  Delegation, and also I would like to take note of

         25  the Speaker of the City Council, Speaker Vallone,
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          2  has made these official hearings of the City

          3  Council, which has afforded us the opportunity to

          4  have the Sergeant-At-Arms, who are doing quite a bit

          5  of work, and the City Council's Department of

          6  Investigation, so that we can turn a lot of this

          7  information into opportunities that he will examine

          8  for legislation and for oversight. So, you should

          9  know that these are official hearings of the City

         10  Council.

         11                 This is not an opportunity for us to

         12  speak, it is really to hear from the community. So,

         13  many people at the forum have spoken in a very

         14  compassionate manner, and some of the testimony has

         15  been compelling where we have asked some of our

         16  staff people to speak to them after they have

         17  spoken. But you should not be insulted, I guess part

         18  of what I am saying is, if we don't respond to your

         19  comments. We are simply here to hear those and to

         20  record those today, and if there is something that

         21  needs to be taken up with your Council members, many

         22  of our staff people here will be able to accommodate

         23  you.

         24                 And Bill Perkins, our colleague who

         25  also represents a smaller piece, but no less
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          2  significant piece of the west side is here, does

          3  have to leave, and so he wanted to mention some of

          4  the activities that he is doing. And I want you to

          5  make absolutely sure he gets this right because

          6  there is a quiz when he leaves.

          7                 Bill.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Now, just so

          9  you can see it is not a joke, show me who is Bill.

         10                 No, in all seriousness, let me

         11  commend each and every one of you for the fact that

         12  you are here this evening and by that, representing

         13  the concern that you and so many of the people have

         14  expressed since we have begun this series of

         15  Speakouts. As Ronnie pointed out, each community

         16  throughout Manhattan has been organized for a

         17  Speakout and each community has been unique in its

         18  expression, but nevertheless, there are some very

         19  common experiences that people have been having in

         20  their relations with the Police Department.

         21                 I am going to be leaving because I

         22  was arrested this morning, along with my colleague

         23  Margarita Lopez in the City Council, Congressman

         24  Reingall, Congressman Bergan Mese, and Mayor David

         25  Dinkins, just to name a few, including Reverend
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          2  Herbert Doughtery, Reverend Al Sharpton, and Dr.

          3  Roscoe Brown.

          4                 SPEAKER FROM AUDIENCE: What time was

          5  this?

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I don't want

          7  to answer any questions right now, but essentially

          8  what it was about was to raise --

          9                 SPEAKER FROM AUDIENCE: Were any of

         10  those four murderers arrested?

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: No. It is

         12  essentially about the Diallo case, what has

         13  happened. This is the rowdiest crowd we have had so

         14  far too, and we are on the west side.

         15                 But in any case, we are going to

         16  raise the concern that you and so many others have

         17  about police brutality and police community

         18  relations in the City, and the fact that this Mayor

         19  unfortunately has forced us to use tactics that are

         20  reminiscent of a period in the south where racism

         21  was raging and people felt, especially leadership

         22  people felt compelled to be arrested in order to

         23  gain the kind of public attention and kind of mass

         24  support that would provide for justice.

         25                 This Mayor has forced us into that
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          2  position, and so we today volunteered to have

          3  ourselves arrested because obviously we knew that it

          4  would gain a lot more public attention, it would

          5  gain a lot more public support, it would emphasize

          6  very seriously how important this issue is to all of

          7  us.

          8                 Now, in addition to this series of

          9  Speakouts, not only will there be a report from the

         10  comments that are made by the constituents, but they

         11  will also be following these Speakouts a very, very

         12  important oversight hearing at the City Council on

         13  the 22nd of this month, at which time the City

         14  Council will look into the Street Crimes Units that

         15  have been the cause of much of the concern that

         16  people are experiencing now, like the Narcotics

         17  Unit, like the Street Crimes Unit, all of those

         18  units that seem to be the focus of a lot of the

         19  concern. And so that is what we will be discussing

         20  this evening, probably with New York 1.

         21                 Again, let me thank all of you for

         22  your participation and I look forward to working

         23  with you on this problem.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: These are
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          2  the ground rules. We will call three people at one

          3  time so you can line up at the dais, each person

          4  will have three minutes to speak. We have a little

          5  sign, but when Mary holds it up, this is Mary

          6  Barber, when she holds it up it means you have got

          7  one minute left and then please line up so we don't

          8  go over because we have a lot of people who want to

          9  talk, and the only way we can keep it smoothly is

         10  this way, and we will ring a bell.

         11                 And we are filming this, we are

         12  taping this for the Manhattan Neighborhood Network,

         13  people from my office have been, and other people

         14  have gone for training, and it will be shown at some

         15  point on cable television.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 The first person that we will call is

         18  Ruth Last, Shannon Walsh and Ronald Fields.

         19                 If you could just go in between the

         20  two mics, one is for here to here and the other is

         21  for television.

         22                 MS. LAST: This is Ruth Last. I am

         23  going to read you a statement sent out by the Park

         24  River Independent Democrats. They called and asked

         25  me to speak for us, we had the caucus put together
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          2  at the Board meeting last week.

          3                 I personally am just so outraged with

          4  this arrogant Mayor, and this is the formal

          5  statement.

          6                 Police brutality. The civil rights

          7  challenges bias-related violence by the New York

          8  City police. The death of Mr. Amadou Diallo, an

          9  African immigrant in the doorway of his home --

         10                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: You have to

         11  speak into the mic.

         12                 MS. LAST: Was a terrible tragedy for

         13  his family and a terrible shame for New York City.

         14  Mr. Diallo was shot to death by four New York City

         15  police officers without any apparent justification,

         16  and people around the world were shocked and

         17  appalled. The death of the innocent, unarmed Mr.

         18  Diallo, in the wake of the apparent torture of Mr.

         19  Abner Louima by New York City police officers last

         20  summer cries out for action to root out systemic

         21  racism in the New York City Police Department.

         22  Whether such racism is involuntary or deeply

         23  engraved and deliberate.

         24                 The existence of systemic racism in

         25  the NYPD is evidenced by the irrebuttable pattern of
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          2  unwarranted violence against people of color

          3  committed by the police.

          4                 The community of New York City must

          5  face the fact that people of color, and people of

          6  European descent are consistently victims of extreme

          7  and unwarranted police violence.

          8                 Park River Independent Democrats give

          9  our denouncing vote to New York City police officers

         10  who engaged in racist conduct and the bias-related

         11  violence.

         12                 Furthermore, Park River Independent

         13  Democrats call upon the Mayor and New York City

         14  Police Department to take aggressive steps to

         15  eliminate the current systemic racism in the NYPD

         16  that has made it possible for some police officers

         17  to apply one standard for the use of deadly forces,

         18  and another rule of standard to people of color.

         19                 Park River Independent Democrats

         20  calls for the Mayor and the New York City Police

         21  Department to seek out and act against bias-related

         22  police violence with an awareness that its failure

         23  to do so could be interpreted by those police who

         24  engage in such illegal conduct as a condoning of the

         25  racial practices.
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          2                 Park River Independent Democrats

          3  asserts its opposition to any further tolerance of

          4  racism in New York City Police Department, with the

          5  understanding that the fabrics of human rights is a

          6  seamless web that must be protected by the outrage

          7  and activism of all racial, ethnic and cultural

          8  groups, for whenever the rights of any person or any

          9  group are violated.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Thank you.

         12                 Shannon Walsh. We have been joined by

         13  Council Member Kathryn Freed from lower Manhattan.

         14                 MS. WALSH: I don't know how many

         15  people here this evening saw the movie Shindler's

         16  List, but there is a common strain in what happens

         17  in Europe when Hitler came into power, it was divide

         18  and conquer.

         19                 If I can point my finger at someone

         20  in this room and say they deserve X, Y and Z because

         21  they are different than I am, then I am tearing down

         22  the fabric of the City and the country I live in.

         23                 If I stand by and watch elected

         24  officials and police officers do the same thing and

         25  I don't speak out, then I am as guilty as those
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          2  officers, I am as guilty as the people in power. If

          3  I don't register to vote and if I don't vote, I

          4  don't have a right to complain, because I have by my

          5  lack of action put them in power.

          6                 Organizations like Goodard Riverside

          7  and other community centers are central to paying

          8  attention to what is going on in this City. And if I

          9  can go out to a laundrymat at 9:00 at night, and

         10  step outside to have a cigarette and watch two young

         11  men of color being slammed into the guard gates of a

         12  window, and then have a cop, when I make a comment

         13  have a police officer turn around and say to me,

         14  lady, you didn't see it, and if you did, you will

         15  get some of the same. And I immediately called One

         16  Police Plaza, and I felt I was being interrogated on

         17  the phone. I didn't give them my name, I didn't give

         18  them my phone number, I didn't give them my address

         19  and when I hung up I wondered why. They frightened

         20  me.

         21                 I can walk down the street, I can go

         22  anywhere I want to in this City, because I had the

         23  appearance of a middle class white broad, and no one

         24  is going to question me. I have seen countless

         25  incidents on subways, on the streets, of young kids,
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          2  black, Hispanic, not white/blond Caucasians being

          3  hassled. The messages being given isn't the message

          4  of our communities, we don't think that way. We

          5  don't act that way, we don't believe in those

          6  things, and yet, by inaction, we give the message

          7  what we do, and I think the authorities, those who

          8  are elected need to know that you cannot do the kind

          9  of things that happen today. Put the former Mayor in

         10  handcuffs? Put Charlie Reingall in handcuffs and

         11  charge them with civil disobedience? These are our

         12  elected officials, each one of us who voted, each

         13  one of us in this community was put in handcuffs

         14  because we put those people in office. And if we

         15  don't stand up and think and do something, it is

         16  going to be a lot like it was in Europe when the

         17  Nazis came in. It is happening to you. It is

         18  happening to you, not me.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: We also have

         21  representatives of the CCRB in the back of the room

         22  with some investigators, if people want some

         23  assistance from them, they will be in the back.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 Mr. Fields.
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          2                 MR. FIELDS: Good evening. My name is

          3  Ronald Fields, I am a resident in Bill Perkins

          4  neighborhood, and I teach in Ronnie Eldridge's

          5  neighborhood.

          6                 I have not had any unpleasant

          7  experience with a policeman, because obviously I am

          8  white. I have seen many things happen to those

          9  people who are colored or various other reasons.

         10  This is not why I am here for. I am here for a

         11  totally different reason.

         12                 In 1983, I served on the grand jury

         13  and I realized that there was a solution to this

         14  problem, a real solution, and I am here to plant the

         15  seeds for that solution now.

         16                 The State Constitution provides an

         17  impartial grand jury. Today grand juries are not

         18  impartial, they are totally controlled by

         19  prosecutors, prosecutors need police to make their

         20  convictions and prosecutors sabotage any kind of

         21  investigation against police officers.

         22                 I was on the Michael Stewart case. I

         23  documented how medical examiners, who got fired as a

         24  result of the investigation, and the prosecutors

         25  would do everything they could to have the charges
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          2  fall through. All the research, everything is sealed

          3  in the grand jury records. We are all told you may

          4  not divulge what happens in the grand jury. So, I

          5  just want to explain right now, you can have

          6  discussions, resolutions every year, we can come

          7  back, we can do like Mayor Dinkins and the

          8  commissions, like the Mollen Commission show on

          9  drafts that every 20 years we are going to have some

         10  reform and then you go back and 20 years later you

         11  start all over again. There is one thing our

         12  constitution provides for, a grand jury, and it

         13  cannot be run by a local prosecutor.

         14                 I gave some information to Mary

         15  Barber, we have had two grand juries in the State

         16  that were run away, one took care of Lucky Lucciano,

         17  the drug crime, and the other one broke down Tamoney

         18  Hall. Neither of this could have happened if you

         19  went to the local prosecutor.

         20                 Now, the only problem with having an

         21  independent grand jury is that the law says you go

         22  after anybody in public office who commits acts of

         23  malfeasance or misfeasance, which means that not

         24  restricted to policemen, also by looking at

         25  politicians and others, and this is one of the
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          2  reasons nobody really wants a loose canon like the

          3  grand jury, that you can have all the CCRBs you

          4  want, if you have means of blocking information, not

          5  giving them the proper investigative power, they are

          6  not going to get any results from them. The grand

          7  jury is that one instrument in law today that has

          8  it.

          9                 Now, the one criticism who needs a

         10  grand jury, the British abolished it in 1937, isn't

         11  it something that is archaic? Well, the British

         12  don't have a written constitution and I don't think

         13  anybody suggests that we should pull ours out

         14  because they don't have one.

         15                 And if you read the information I

         16  provided with you, you will see that if we have an

         17  independent grand jury it can do this.

         18                 I just want to leave one thing. I

         19  worked for the Board of Education, in the past I

         20  came across some child molesters. The Board of Ed,

         21  as a system, until Stansig came along, would cover

         22  it up. And under Fernandez it was discovered that

         23  the head of the Appeals Review Commission was a

         24  member of this organization and would lose all the

         25  files. In my precinct we had the same thing with a
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          2  police officer who was turning information to drug

          3  dealers, so you cannot ask an agency to investigate

          4  itself. No matter how much integrity they seem to

          5  have, you need an outside organization like the

          6  grand jury.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: I am sorry,

          9  I didn't call the next three.

         10                 The next speaker is Lillian Rycell,

         11  Justice Richard Braun and Douglas Broyles.

         12                 And then they will be followed by

         13  James Munves, the Kairos Community. I am sorry,

         14  forgive my pronunciations. Joshua Wolinsky and Peter

         15  Franck.

         16                 MS. RYCELL: Hello. I am a constituent

         17  of Philip Reed. I am thankful that both Phil Reed

         18  and Ronnie Eldridge called this meeting together. I

         19  just want to give an anecdote which speaks to the

         20  mindset of a Police Department, not only here but in

         21  New Jersey.

         22                 A co-worker of mine has a son, a high

         23  school student, a Latino, has a night job in New

         24  Jersey. The bus leaves at 11:30 at night and he and

         25  his friend were at the bus stop and the bus passed
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          2  by. They stopped a police car, a state trooper, and

          3  explained their plight and the State Trooper wasn't

          4  too sympathetic, he said, well, that's tough, and he

          5  drove off. And he called ahead to another police car

          6  and these two kids were stopped, they were on a

          7  highway, they were trying to get to some

          8  transportation, and they were stopped and they had

          9  to show their IDs and this one young man that I know

         10  said to his friend, don't move, don't move your

         11  hands, be quiet, you know, very calmly.

         12                 Anyway they walked to a town, and

         13  they had just been paid that night so they didn't

         14  have the money to get a cab, a cab to New York. The

         15  kid came home at 3:00 in the morning and fell into

         16  this mother's arms and was absolutely crying. You

         17  know, 17, 18 year old kid. And you think about these

         18  Street Crimes and it is kind of pervasive. It is not

         19  just in New York, it is the attitude of the

         20  policemen, it is the attitude of the State Troopers,

         21  and as has been said before, if we don't speak out

         22  about these things, it could happen to me, it could

         23  happen to you, it could happen to all of us.

         24                 And for a mother and a father to have

         25  to tell their kids when the police stop you, don't
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          2  move, I mean this kid will have to live with this

          3  thing for the rest of his life, I am sure.

          4                 So I just thought that would be a

          5  little interesting, as an attitude of the Police

          6  Department, not just here in the City but in New

          7  Jersey and other cities in our country.

          8                 And when I asked, I am president of

          9  Peace Action and just had our annual meeting, and

         10  the resolution of that meeting was passed by 100

         11  people, and we represent over 200 people in our

         12  membership rolls, and 100 people voted unanimously

         13  to send a resolution to the Mayor and to

         14  Commissioner Safir protesting the act of murder

         15  against Diallo, and pledging that we would do

         16  anything we can to stop this police violence on the

         17  part of our Police Department. Thank you.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: I am sorry,

         19  we have been joined by a Council Member who is not

         20  from Manhattan, but who was very sympathetic for the

         21  people and the issues that we are interested in,

         22  Stephen DiBrienza, from Brooklyn.

         23                 MR. BROYLES: I have lived in New York

         24  for 20 years. I am a native of Los Angeles and it is

         25  fairly well known that the LAPD is totally out of
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          2  control and has been for a long time.

          3                 One of the things that made New York

          4  so attractive to me as a place to live, and I do

          5  love the City, is that our police know the

          6  difference between crime and BS, or they used to. It

          7  seemed to me there was only one law in New York and

          8  that was be cool, that used to be true. You had to

          9  really ask for it, in my own experience. I think

         10  that we should always remember that New York was the

         11  first capital of this country and the congress

         12  adopted the bill of rights in New York. We should be

         13  very proud of that.

         14                 If you asked me what is the

         15  difference between the Boston Massacre and Kent

         16  State I will say different clubs. Same thing, same

         17  reasons, only this time we weren't doing it for

         18  ourselves.

         19                 My story is not a great horror story,

         20  unless you know that other small acorns can grow

         21  large oaks.

         22                 On January the 8th of last year, I

         23  was awakened before the sun came up by policemen in

         24  my building lobby. I thought maybe there was a crime

         25  in the building or they needed some help. And once I

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            24

          1  MANHATTAN DELEGATION SPEAKOUT

          2  ascertained that it wasn't civilians that were

          3  causing the disturbance, I opened up the door and

          4  said, hi, is there anything I can do? And they

          5  mentioned the name of my roommate because it was not

          6  on the mailbox. And I said he is my roommate. And

          7  they said is he here and I said, no, he's in

          8  England, that is where he lives. They said well we

          9  have a warrant for his arrest.

         10                 It turned out the warrant was for a

         11  parking ticket. In L.A. they will come to your house

         12  and arrest you for an unpaid parking ticket, this

         13  was a traffic ticket, what bothered me very much was

         14  this was before the sun came up. This was a pre-done

         15  raid. This was total bull. And my roommate had left

         16  the country and had written to the court and said

         17  can I pay the fine through the mail and resolve

         18  this? They issued the warrant anyway.

         19                 Councilwoman Eldridge's office, which

         20  was nice enough to take my complaint, referred the

         21  matter to Jimmy Breslin who went on the war path

         22  about this, and so what I am saying is, it is not

         23  safe. My roommate from England is a computer expert,

         24  he would have been thrown into a holding pen with

         25  people who have committed gun possession, assault
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          2  and battery, et cetera, you name it, and we really

          3  don't need this kind of zero tolerance because it is

          4  going to come to everybody's door at some point, and

          5  we should just remember that injustice anywhere is

          6  injustice everywhere.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: James

          8  Munves.

          9                 It would help us if you could give us

         10  your name before you speak, and then we will have a

         11  better record.

         12                 MR. MUNVES: My name is Jim Munves, I

         13  have lived in New York all my life. I am here to

         14  tell something that happened to me. It was

         15  threatening, but it is not life-threatening,

         16  however, I do think it was an infringement on civil

         17  rights, and also I think it indicates some things

         18  that are wrong with the Police Department.

         19                 I am a member of a group called the

         20  Kairos Community, which engages in civil

         21  disobedience over issues of spending on armaments,

         22  rather than on human social matters, and on Martin

         23  Luther King's Birthday in 1995 I, with 20 other

         24  people, was arrested at the Intrepid, so-called

         25  museum, and it were charged with trespass because
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          2  the museum is private property.

          3                 We were taken to Midtown North

          4  Stationhouse on 54th Street. Now, I have been

          5  engaged in this sort of thing for many years and I

          6  have been arrested on the same kind of charge, I

          7  would say at least two dozen times. But since Mayor

          8  Giuliani became the Mayor things changed, and I am

          9  going to tell you how they changed.

         10                 When we got to the stationhouse, 16

         11  of the 20 were released within about an hour, four

         12  of us were kept. When we asked why we were kept,

         13  they told us there were warrants outstanding against

         14  us, and we asked what the warrants were and they

         15  couldn't tell us. We were in handcuffs from the time

         16  we were arrested, which was about noon, and they

         17  finally told us they were going to put us through

         18  the system, which means, you know, taking us down to

         19  Centre Street. Now, they kept us there until after

         20  six, and we realized the reason that they -- with

         21  handcuffs all this time -- the reason they waited

         22  until after six was because the policeman that took

         23  us gets paid overtime if they go after six. So, we

         24  were put into a patty wagon.

         25                 Now, this is what I thought was quite
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          2  revealing about the Police Department, because we

          3  realized that these policemen were not men, they

          4  were boys, they kept cats crawling out of the

          5  windows, making remarks, they kept joking, they

          6  really told some really disgusting stories they were

          7  telling each other.

          8                 Finally, we got to the Centre Street

          9  and we were released at 3:00 in the morning, we had

         10  been in handcuffs since about noon.

         11                 Now, I went back to inquire about

         12  these warrants that were outstanding against me. I

         13  went up to the clerk's office at the courthouse a

         14  few days later, and they looked in their computer,

         15  they said there were no warrants.

         16                 Now, I was also -- the same thing

         17  happened last year and this time they showed me the

         18  warrants. One was from 1982 and one was for 1981,

         19  and they were civil charges, however I know there

         20  are no warrants against me because I am always --

         21  and in every case, by the way, when this goes to

         22  trial, we get dismissed.

         23                 Now, I really think there is

         24  something wrong with this system. There seems to be

         25  something peculiar about the computers they have in
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          2  the precinct houses, because they don't agree with

          3  the computers that they have down at the courthouse.

          4                 Furthermore, I just would like to say

          5  that I really think there is something very wrong

          6  with the way policemen are recruited in the City,

          7  because these are not the kind of men I remember

          8  from the force when I was growing up.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Thank you.

         11                 The next person is Joshua Wolinsky,

         12  and then followed by Peter Franck, and then we will

         13  have Tom Burnett, Lee Roth, and Emerline Gallagher.

         14                 MR. WOLINSKY: Well, the first thing I

         15  want to say is this issue with Diallo is not a black

         16  issue, it is not a white issue, it is a human issue.

         17  And as a west-sider, who has lived here since 1962,

         18  I wanted to take my hat off to a man like Al

         19  Sharpton, because he has been the voice of the

         20  voiceless.

         21                 I don't know anybody who has been

         22  willing to have the courage and energy and put out

         23  the time and effort that he has. And if he does make

         24  a few dollars in some Baptist Church, more power to

         25  him.
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          2                 But I want to tell you some

          3  incidents, I have had many incidents with the police

          4  because I am gregarious, I am friendly, I don't

          5  exactly mind my own business.

          6                 The last one was about three weeks

          7  ago, I was going up to work at the local City

          8  University book store, where I have worked many,

          9  many years, and I see two, three, what I, what I

         10  perceive to be three good looking people, two guys

         11  and a woman, and the woman was writing, it looked to

         12  me like she was giving him her phone number. I said,

         13  oh, gee, more power to them, they have scored or

         14  something, you know? I come closer, I see that is

         15  not the story.

         16                 The story is she jumped the turnstile

         17  and she had no identification. She was an immigrant,

         18  very much like Diallo, she had a foreign accent, and

         19  I came close, but I was no closer to them than

         20  perhaps this lady in her reddish outfit here. And

         21  this one officer, there were other plainclothesmen,

         22  he looks at me and he said to me, what the (bleep)

         23  do you want? Mind your own business. Get the hell

         24  out of here, or I will arrest you.

         25                 I have had other confrontations with
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          2  police. I had one police officer in the neighborhood

          3  tell me, the only time I want to see a Jew is when I

          4  need a lawyer or a doctor.

          5                 So, I went to a sergeant and I

          6  complained to a sergeant. He said, the sergeant,

          7  sticks and stones will break your bones, words will

          8  never hurt you.

          9                 So, I have heard this story many,

         10  many times. I hope the communities become active. We

         11  hope to become activists. And we also all have to

         12  learn to defend ourselves, the men and the women on

         13  all levels because I don't think the Police

         14  Department is the answer to our problems in human

         15  society. It is so obvious.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Peter

         18  Franck.

         19                 MR. FRANCK: Yes, my name is Peter

         20  Franck. I live in the neighborhood. I live in

         21  Council Member Eldridge's district. I don't have any

         22  experiences to talk about, I just really came up

         23  here to make one simple suggestion, and possibly

         24  people are already acting on this.

         25                 I think the important thing in the
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          2  campaign to do with the Diallo shooting at this

          3  moment is just to keep up the pressure in every way

          4  that we can.

          5                 I want to echo the previous speaker.

          6  I think the Reverend Al Sharpton, we owe a debt of

          7  gratitude with him. I think the demonstration has

          8  been wonderful and I think one thing has been

          9  lacking, maybe more than one thing. I just want to

         10  quote one thing that Bob Herbert said in the times,

         11  which was shortly after the Diallo shooting, there

         12  have not been nearly enough white voices raised

         13  against the atrocities committed by the police.

         14                 That is absolutely true. I think the

         15  white leadership of the City, and maybe I missed

         16  something in the paper, I think so far the response

         17  has been pitiful. I am wondering about Alan Hevesi,

         18  I am wondering about Mark Green, and I will

         19  apologize to these gentlemen if I missed something

         20  they said, but I think that is a big laugh.

         21                 What I have to suggest is this: This

         22  is not just, of course, a black issue, it is not

         23  just a minority issue, as the previous speaker said,

         24  this is a human race issue.

         25                 What I would like to see, and if this
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          2  is in the pipeline, fine, God bless you, what I

          3  would like to see is a march of support on the

          4  solidarity, which is going from the upper west side,

          5  from Manhattan, to the Bronx, and it would be

          6  arranged around the theme I guess of New York Cares.

          7  Sample slogans would be New York Cares: No More

          8  Executions. New York Cares - One City, One

          9  Conscience. New York Cares - Human Rights Are For

         10  Everybody. And most important of all, New York Cares

         11  - Your Fight Is Our Fight.

         12                 Thank you very much.

         13                 MR. BURNETT: My name is Tom Burnett

         14  and I am the President of the 24th Precinct

         15  Community Council. And I must say that I feel

         16  compelled to speak out because when I hear

         17  references to Nazism and Hitler, I am just appalled

         18  by that, because I don't want --

         19                 SPEAKER FROM AUDIENCE: Why?

         20                 MR. BURNETT: Please, let me have my

         21  opportunity to speak.

         22                 I don't want to have the efforts of

         23  38,000 policemen and women who work hard every day

         24  be condemned for the actions of a few who will be

         25  punished, and who should be punished.
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          2                 Believe me, I am not defending any

          3  criminal or other activity that should be by these

          4  officers, but if you want to talk to me about 38,000

          5  people who work hard every day so that the rest of

          6  us can benefit from it, let's not forget about the

          7  people who are alive today because of the police

          8  policies in the last two years. Over 200,000

          9  homicides in 1993, less than 700 last year.

         10  Thirteen-hundred. If we go back and do the math in

         11  the last six years, we are talking about 5,000

         12  people because of the new, more aggressive, whatever

         13  you want to call them, police policies. And I am not

         14  going to stand by and have all the people who

         15  perform every day criticized for the horrible and

         16  indefensible actions of a few. And I want us to

         17  remember that we should be grateful for the fact

         18  that there are 5,000 people walking around because

         19  the homicides were down to less than 700 last year,

         20  from more than 2,000 in 1993.

         21                 I also want to say that in my

         22  capacity as -- on the Council at the precinct, and

         23  we have monthly meetings. We had a very good speaker

         24  from the Civilian Complaint Review Board at our

         25  January meeting. It was a very good interchange, and
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          2  in fact, some of the officers had questioned whether

          3  we should even have a controversial speaker at the

          4  precinct, but we stuck to our guns on the council,

          5  he came up and gave a very good presentation. It

          6  turns out statistically there were some 43

          7  complaints against officers in the 2-4 in 1997, only

          8  21 in 1998. So statistically up there, the Captain

          9  up there is Captain Roper, and Inspector Barry

         10  before him, are sensitive to this issue.

         11                 Please, let's not throw out the

         12  efforts of the many because of the indefensible

         13  actions of a few.

         14                 In my capacity on the Council I have

         15  been to many neighborhood meetings. I lived on the

         16  west side on North 90th Street for 25 years, without

         17  a doubt, the one complaint I hear from neighbors,

         18  residents and fellow community members, they don't

         19  see enough police on the sidewalks walking around on

         20  their beats, in the parks. I have absolutely no

         21  interest in defending the actions of any of the

         22  people who have committed those heinous crimes,

         23  forget it, let's hold onto they will be punished,

         24  but let's remember the good work that is done by the

         25  other men and women on the force.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: If you want

          4  to speak, please ask the Sergeant-At-Arms, there is

          5  one over there and there is one over here, for a

          6  form and just fill it out, put your name on it so we

          7  can get it up in front and call your name.

          8                 Ernestine Gallagher.

          9                 MS. GALLAGHER: Ernestine Gallagher,

         10  and I lived in Phil Reed's district, but I am not

         11  living there anymore, I am living in your district.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Okay.

         13                 MS. GALLAGHER: I am a mother who

         14  raised a son, a hard-working mother who raised a

         15  son, I gave him a good education, okay? And my son

         16  was arrested. And I have to take issue with you,

         17  sir, I don't have faith in policemen anymore. And I

         18  am a mother who would call the policemen to help

         19  with the crack drug in that 69th District, and when

         20  I see what they did to my son, arrested my son on

         21  false allegations, that is when I turned. I turned.

         22                 My son was arrested for falsifying

         23  that he had an unlicensed -- a ticket. The ticket

         24  was in default. The ticket was not in default. He

         25  was arrested. I did not know my son was arrested. I

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            36

          1  MANHATTAN DELEGATION SPEAKOUT

          2  did not know until one morning at 2:00 in the

          3  morning, someone called me and told me that my son

          4  was arrested. I said for what? They didn't tell me.

          5  I said why? I still didn't get an answer.

          6                 So I said I am coming down. She said

          7  you don't need to come down right now because they

          8  don't make arrangements for 24 hours, I said I am

          9  sorry, that is my kid, I am coming downtown.

         10                 Why wasn't my child given the right

         11  to call me and tell me he was arrested? I didn't get

         12  an answer from no one why my son was unable to call

         13  me.

         14                 So, I went downtown and tried to find

         15  him, I couldn't find him nowhere downtown. I asked

         16  where is my son? I tried to find out what was going

         17  on. I couldn't find nothing out.

         18                 So, I went outside and I talked to

         19  one of the security guards and said, listen, my son

         20  was arrested up by Lincoln Center, I can't seem to

         21  find anyone to tell me where he is at. I would like

         22  to know where could I go to find out just what

         23  precinct my son was arrested from.

         24                 It so happened he was arrested at the

         25  20th Precinct in this district. I went there and I
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          2  asked -- I called on the phone first, and I asked do

          3  you have somebody by the name of my son, they said

          4  yes. I said he was arrested, I am his mother.

          5                 I went there and find out what

          6  happened to my son's car. They told me the car was

          7  parked over on Central Park, at 63rd Street. So, I

          8  called my cousin and told her what happened. She got

          9  over there and looked for the car. I had called Phil

         10  Reed to tell him too what had happened, okay? And we

         11  got over there to see the car. I find the car, I

         12  thought it was my son's car -- it was not my son's

         13  car. So, I am beginning to wonder where is the car?

         14  I went back to the precinct and I asked again where

         15  is my son's car? They told me, well, that is where

         16  the car was. Well, I said the car was not over on

         17  Central Park, where they said the car was.

         18                 So when I went back downtown, during

         19  the evening, almost time for court arraignment, to

         20  hear my son's case, I went back downtown to look for

         21  my son, I still couldn't find my son. I didn't know

         22  what court he was in. Nobody said what court my son

         23  was in, I didn't know where.

         24                 So I sat downtown in that courtroom

         25  for about four hours trying to find my son. I got
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          2  right up and I asked the court officer, could you

          3  tell me exactly where I can find my son? He said I

          4  will look and see. When he got to the register he

          5  looked and he said my son's case was already heard

          6  and he was upstairs.

          7                 I said upstairs? I said nobody told

          8  me anything about my son being upstairs. So when I

          9  got upstairs, they told me where he was, my son went

         10  out. They had already the arraignment, released it

         11  and he went out.

         12                 When he went out I asked him what

         13  happened and he told me. I said, well, where is the

         14  car? I said he told me the car was over on Central

         15  Park. So, I say well he can't find the car. So I say

         16  to my son, I told him the story. He said no, mom, my

         17  car is not parked over on Central Park, they

         18  arrested me at 61st Street, around where I live,

         19  because I live by 75 West End Avenue, okay? And that

         20  is where he found the car.

         21                 And not only did they lie about the

         22  car, they lied and said my son had drugs on him.

         23  They almost destroyed my son's life. My son is a

         24  professional teacher, he has a degree, and if that

         25  charge had been pinned on my son, he would have been
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          2  out of a job today.

          3                 This is what the cops did to me and

          4  my kid, okay? This is how they do it to people out

          5  here in the streets.

          6                 When I went back to the precinct to

          7  get the license, they told us that the license was

          8  sent back to Jersey because my son was living in New

          9  Jersey, they did not give my son back his driver's

         10  license. My son had to go and renew his driver's

         11  license. This is what happened to me with my son. I

         12  didn't even tell all of the story, but as far as

         13  this mother is concerned, I have no confidence in

         14  the police.

         15                 MR. ROTH: Lee Roth.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Thank you.

         17                 MR. ROTH: First of all, I have been

         18  involved constructively with the police a number of

         19  times, with the drugs programs, and we got a number

         20  of the drug dealers off of the street, on 49th

         21  Street, when we first moved in. Now I have been

         22  living there for about ten years now. So, the police

         23  do good things, some of them, and I must give them

         24  credit for that.

         25                 But there is a thing going on that is
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          2  called alienation, not just from the police, but I

          3  think from the government, too, and when police

          4  overrespond or commit brutality, they cover for each

          5  other, and I have seen numerous acts of police

          6  pushing people around, when they are pushing them

          7  unnecessarily, and other people have witnessed, and

          8  the police just challenge your right as a citizen to

          9  observe what they are doing, and tell them that if

         10  you stand there that they will arrest you. And I

         11  think that is disgusting and I think we need to do

         12  something very specifically about acknowledging the

         13  citizens' right to examine and to watch the police

         14  procedures in a peaceful way.

         15                 What is also clear is, first of all,

         16  this is not new. This murder is a new low for police

         17  to come to, but police brutality and police

         18  overreaction is not new. And there are a lot of

         19  people who have gotten their teeth knocked out and

         20  got hurt and got bruised, and many have spent a

         21  couple of nights in jail unnecessarily without

         22  justification. This is not new.

         23                 The problem with the police, too, is

         24  let's say if all of the police are good, they are

         25  not accountable. What they need to be is accountable
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          2  to the citizenry. And I think one way for us to do

          3  that is to have more civilian representation on the

          4  Civilian Complaint Review Board, and give them the

          5  power to punish and fire. The Civilian Complaint

          6  Review Board has got to have some teeth to enforce

          7  what they do.

          8                 Over the years, as you all know, as

          9  some of us know, the police when they are punished

         10  lose days of vacation pay, for pushing citizens

         11  around and for arresting people unnecessarily and

         12  for brutalizing people, that is ridiculous. It is

         13  all out of the same thing, you can call it racism,

         14  sometimes it is racism, but it is human brutality

         15  also, just poor people.

         16                 We have got to do something to take

         17  our police force back. We have got to give the

         18  Civilian Complaint Review Board some oversight so

         19  they can keep an eye on these people, or we will got

         20  to citizens militia. That is a promise, because it

         21  is not me that is going to do it, we are all going

         22  to do it.

         23                 If the police won't police

         24  themselves, we will do it.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: The next
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          2  group is Barbara Parks, John Richardson, and George

          3  Grubich.

          4                 We are being joined by Council Member

          5  Gifford Miller from the east side of Manhattan.

          6                 MS. PARKS: Good evening. My name is

          7  Barbara Parks. I live on the Upper West Side. I want

          8  to tell the incident that occurred to me, but I want

          9  to refer to something that the gentleman said about

         10  supporting the police, and I believe in supporting

         11  the police, but I don't think the two things are

         12  mutually exclusive.

         13                 I think you should have a strong

         14  police force, and one that also responds to the

         15  every day man.

         16                 I was arrested on Tuesday, September

         17  8th, of this past year, on my way home from school.

         18  I am an administrator in a New Jersey Public School

         19  for the past 23 years.

         20                 I was stopped by a New York police

         21  officer on Riverside Drive and 98th Street. Imagine

         22  how you would feel. And I will say that throughout

         23  my whole experience, the only person who responded

         24  quickly and aggressively was Councilperson Ronnie

         25  Eldridge.
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          2                 I went before the Civilian Complaint

          3  Review Board, and I wrote letters to everyone,

          4  because the police took me in the precinct, because

          5  there was some report on my record that they

          6  couldn't quite identify, and put me in handcuffs,

          7  and handcuffed me to a cage where I would be a

          8  prisoner for the next six hours.

          9                 This included, this experience

         10  included the fact that my cage was connected to a

         11  cell and the prisoner in that cell was on drugs or

         12  something and had been accused of urinating on the

         13  floor. So, while I am in this adjacent cage, they

         14  are after him, cursing and yelling at him to clean

         15  up the floor.

         16                 Finally someone said that I should be

         17  removed for a couple of minutes while this happened.

         18                 I was fingerprinted, a process which

         19  should take a short period of time, with the proper

         20  computers and the knowledge to use them. It took an

         21  hour and a half. I needed to go to the bathroom, I

         22  was sent to a cell, where there was an open toilet

         23  filled with feces and urine, and no toilet tissue

         24  and no sink.

         25                 The sergeant continued to yell, get
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          2  her back in the cage. Have we done anything with

          3  that woman? What is going on? Never speaking to me

          4  directly, never apprising me of my rights, keeping

          5  me there until approximately 10:30 at night.

          6                 I remained handcuffed to the cage.

          7  Think how you would feel. And I said something about

          8  this is the worst day of my life, an officer was

          9  smiling, you must have had a pretty easy life.

         10                 At 10:30 at night Sergeant O'Keefe

         11  questioned very loudly, have you done anything with

         12  that woman yet? Whatever happened to courtesy,

         13  professionalism and respect? The words displayed on

         14  the squad cars were ringing in my ears. I would have

         15  taken any one of the three at that point.

         16                 I approached the sergeant in an

         17  effort to convey how I felt. I lost control and

         18  began to cry hysterically. New York's finest let me

         19  leave without my car, without my driver's license,

         20  without an escort or a ride home and with no idea of

         21  what I had done or what to do about it.

         22                 As I walked down 82nd Street I was in

         23  a state of shock. I haled a cab on Broadway, my

         24  apartment seemed clean but it would be a long time

         25  before I felt safe again.
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          2                 I have a continuation. My report is

          3  about five pages long, and anybody who wants a copy

          4  of it is certainly willing to have it.

          5                 My experience was terrible. Have I

          6  had an easy life? No, not particularly. But I am

          7  saying that the every day incidents and the way

          8  people are treated makes up a feeling for the

          9  community of the overall feeling of the police, and

         10  the fact that they have improved the homicides and

         11  improved these things is more than admirable. But it

         12  is hard for me to feel that.

         13                 MR. RICHARDSON: Good evening,

         14  everyone. My name is John Richardson, I am a member

         15  of Council Member Eldridge's district, and I invite

         16  the Council person, as well as anyone with interest

         17  to use me as a case study.

         18                 I have no criminal record, since 1984

         19  until now I have been arrested eight times. I was

         20  arrested in 1984, 1988, twice between '88 and '90. I

         21  was arrested twice in 1994. I was arrested twice in

         22  1998. All cases have been dismissed.

         23                 I suffered a felony assault, which I

         24  still have a permanent injury. In 1993. Rather than

         25  for me to be assisted by the police, in the middle
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          2  of them saying that they were convinced that the

          3  perpetrators were in fact responsible for my

          4  assault, all of a sudden I became the victim. And as

          5  a consequence I have been put through three or four

          6  consequences of subsequent arrests due to their

          7  railroading my pursuit of justice. I am still hoping

          8  that I can receive justice in this matter.

          9                 As I said, I use myself as a case

         10  history about what, not only the police, but, quote,

         11  unquote, what the system is about. In all of my

         12  travails submitted to the Complaint Review Board,

         13  Internal Affairs, the courts, the judges, the ADAs,

         14  the Legal Aid, and what they do to a person like

         15  myself, they call in the Health and Hospitals

         16  Corporation to present you as a person with mental

         17  aberrations, and all you are doing is trying to

         18  pursue justice.

         19                 I have been illegally detained on two

         20  occasions, I had been forced medicated on two

         21  occasions. I had the grace of Judge Bruce Wright

         22  intervening in a matter that I was being brought to

         23  be ordered by the state to be medicated so that I

         24  could be kept quiet for the things that I knew and I

         25  had the grace that the day that this hearing was
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          2  going to go down Judge Bruce Wright randomly

          3  happened to be my judge and that was my saving

          4  grace. Because if it wasn't for that, I would be a

          5  person right now locked up somewhere in a mental

          6  institution being ordered by the State to be

          7  medicated, because I was only trying to pursue

          8  justice with the over "helpful Police Department".

          9  Yeah, they have been helpful all right. If it wasn't

         10  for these people, I could have been well along in my

         11  life, well along on my way. But the fact of the

         12  matter is, if anyone cares to investigate my case

         13  history, and I have a number of cases I can present

         14  to you, where as I say, not only the police, but

         15  with the help of the judges, they get the help of

         16  the Assistant DAs, they get the help of The Legal

         17  Aid Society, and if necessary, they will label you a

         18  social nut to keep you from pursuing your justice.

         19  And I invite anyone here at any other time, if you

         20  want to get in contact with me, to please try to

         21  give me some assistance, because I am trying to just

         22  live a normal life with the so-called protection of

         23  my Police Department.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: If you want
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          2  to speak, please ask the Sergeant-At-Arms for one of

          3  these forms and just put your name on it so we can

          4  call it.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 The next person is George Grubich.

          7                 MR. GRUBICH: Thank you.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: After Mr.

          9  Grubich is Anthony Rivera, M. Harris and Yohanne

         10  Maphelm.

         11                 MR. GRUBICH: Good afternoon. My name

         12  is George Grubich. I am one of the tiny minorities

         13  in this big country. I have been self-supporting. My

         14  mother told me, no matter what you do, no matter

         15  what you say, people will have something to think

         16  about, say or do, you just do what is right.

         17                 Council Member Eldridge has been very

         18  helpful to me personally. I have been to her office

         19  many times. She has done a good job. However, on

         20  this issue I must respectfully disagree. I am

         21  involved in the local precinct, I was at 4 Precinct

         22  in the neighborhood, I regularly attend monthly

         23  meetings, constructive, engagement participation is

         24  very helpful.

         25                 Criticizing, pointing fingers without
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          2  first looking in the mirror is the wrong thing to

          3  do.

          4                 Let's be fair, let's be objective,

          5  let's hold your peace and do what is right. It is

          6  not over yet, let's not practice mob-linching, let's

          7  do the justice.

          8                 I can tell you from personal

          9  experience, democracy is fine, but democracy without

         10  responsibility inevitably turns into anarchy, and

         11  after anarchy comes the dictatorship. I am here to

         12  tell you from personal experience, that our police

         13  officers all in all, none of us is perfect, let's

         14  face it, overall are responsive, helpful,

         15  professional, smart, and do the job right, in spite

         16  of the fact that that they are overworked,

         17  underappreciated, overcriticized and, yes,

         18  underpaid, and it is time to do it, and to do it

         19  right.

         20                 Thank you very much.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Mr. Rivera.

         22                 MR. RIVERA: Good evening, everyone

         23  here. I am the founder of Truth Awareness. I am also

         24  a veteran of the United States of America. I served

         25  in Desert Storm, I am also a former Correction
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          2  Officer, eight years on Rikers Island.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Tell us your

          4  name for the record.

          5                 MR. RIVERA: Anthony Rivera is my

          6  name.

          7                 What I would like to bring is this:

          8  There are about 40,000, 38,000 police officers out

          9  there, most of them do their job, but you know what?

         10  When we have policies implemented by one individual,

         11  they become political police, and that is what

         12  brings in fascism, okay? So, let's bring it to rest.

         13  It comes from the top, down to the bottom.

         14                 What I experienced in 1995 on Riker's

         15  Island, with the Giuliani Administration, I spoke

         16  about public awareness. We were being understaffed

         17  and it was creating tension amongst prisoners and

         18  Correction officers.

         19                 From my speaking out in 1995, my

         20  reward was this: My weapon was removed from me. I

         21  was sent to the psychologist, I was transferred, I

         22  was called a radical, a misfit, this was all done on

         23  under Giuliani, and Peter Powers, his right-hand

         24  Deputy Commissioner at the time, Deputy Mayor, did

         25  an investigation on me. He says now in the Board to
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          2  revise the City Charter, Peter Powers is another one

          3  of his cronies, one of the corporate counselmen.

          4                 What we have here again is these

          5  policies that want to control and dictate to us what

          6  our rights are.

          7                 First of all, the City, even though

          8  it is a City government, cannot supersede the state

          9  constitution nor the federal constitution.

         10                 When the policy of the City violates

         11  us, it is for the state and the federal to step in.

         12  If the City police know that they are in a situation

         13  it is like, the mentality was when I went through

         14  the Academy, it is us against them. But I have seen

         15  most of my people, black and Latinos, in Rikers

         16  Island. I could never have that attitude, because I

         17  know the judge brought it into our neighborhood and

         18  we are the targeted people.

         19                 Yes, there is racism and violence

         20  against our people, racial profiling going on, and

         21  it is up to the majority of the police officers to

         22  march against racial injustice, to march against

         23  police brutality. If they are not with us, they are

         24  part of the problem and not part of the solution.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Mr. Harris.
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          2                 MR. HARRIS: Good evening. One of my

          3  pet peeves of the west side is --

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Can you tell us

          5  your name?

          6                 MR. HARRIS: Harris.

          7                 Was people putting up postering,

          8  specifically political postering. Ronnie Eldridge

          9  was the only person that I knew who never put up a

         10  poster. Some of the other people at the desk had

         11  been doing it, and these are your politicians who

         12  make the laws. Some of the politicians who make the

         13  laws are breaking the laws.

         14                 I have done a lot of stupid things in

         15  my life, and interestingly enough, I have only been

         16  punished for the things that I didn't do. And I am

         17  sure you hear a lot of stories like that, but I have

         18  never been stopped by the police or something that I

         19  have deserved to be stopped. And isn't that odd?

         20  Most of the people that you will find complaining

         21  never did anything wrong. Well, that's a shame.

         22                 I am also the Vice President of 20th

         23  Precinct Community Council, and the reason I got

         24  there is because I complained. In fact, I am not for

         25  police, I have a lawsuit against the Police
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          2  Department myself. Right now one of them is serving

          3  on the Board.

          4                 I think if you are going to make a

          5  complaint about the police, you should come in and

          6  find out what is going on first.

          7                 I know Ronnie Eldridge's office never

          8  comes to the meetings, and yet the office is

          9  complaining. I find it hard to complain in absentee.

         10                 I don't know that if I want to do

         11  something, I am going to still go there, I am going

         12  to still complain until it gets righted. And if I

         13  find a few other people who happen to agree with me,

         14  that's great.

         15                 Interestingly enough, the quality of

         16  life explosion, I have started 25 years ago, and I

         17  was a nut job then, I am still a nut job now perhaps

         18  but at least I have a whole bunch of people that

         19  agree with me.

         20                 I don't understand a lot of the

         21  problems. If you have a problem with the police, you

         22  have elected officials who are supposed to be making

         23  the laws, again, instead of breaking the laws.

         24                 If everyone agrees, and it will be my

         25  majority, that there is something wrong and there
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          2  needs to be corrections, these are the people who

          3  will make the corrections. They are the ones who

          4  vote. Now, if it doesn't go through, if it doesn't

          5  work, who do you blame? Do you blame Giuliani? I

          6  don't particularly like Giuliani, but I have to

          7  admit, he has done an awful lot, and more for the

          8  City than a lot of other people. If he was a nice

          9  person I would like him better, but he has been

         10  around when there has been good things that are

         11  happening.

         12                 We have had other mayors that have

         13  been terrible. In fact, some mayors, the only thing

         14  that they have ever done was get arrested. There are

         15  other people and protestors that have a short

         16  attention span if they are doing something wrong.

         17  Let's not focus on the wrong, let's focus on the

         18  good things.

         19                 And if you have a situation where you

         20  want to help out, get involved.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: We have William

         23  Harrell, Larry Hirsch, Claire Dockery.

         24                 MR. MAQUBELA: Hello. My name is

         25  Yohance Maqubela. It is actually interesting for me
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          2  to be here today, because I actually work as an

          3  Administrative Financial Analyst in the City

          4  Council's Finance Division, so I am on the other

          5  side of the table here.

          6                 As Council Member Eldridge asked me

          7  to come here and share a couple of my experiences.

          8  As I was sitting here I was thinking what I was

          9  going to say, and it kept changing.

         10                 I want to share one thing. I went to

         11  a boarding school for high school, and in my third

         12  year there I had the most incredible English teacher

         13  you could ever imagine. This man was honored by the

         14  President, everything the I today, where I write a

         15  paper or any document I think about him, he was an

         16  incredible teacher, an incredible master of the

         17  English language.

         18                 Two years ago he was convicted of

         19  child molestation. He was a child abuser. And as

         20  wonderful as an English teacher as he was, and as

         21  wonderful as an English teacher he was for me,

         22  didn't change the experience that other students had

         23  within his class.

         24                 Just because you see police officers

         25  that might be in your neighborhoods smiling and
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          2  doing their job, arresting the drug dealers, that is

          3  what they are paid to do, but when you do one major

          4  violation, that makes you a bad cop. Because for

          5  somebody who has the license to kill, there is never

          6  a time for them to go out and do one wrong thing.

          7                 So, I have to strongly disagree with

          8  not only those people who say that here, but elected

          9  officials and numerous people throughout the City

         10  who say there are a few bad apples, because I can

         11  personally testify that it is not a few bad apples.

         12  It is a systemic problem which runs through this

         13  entire Police Department, and just because somebody

         14  does their job right 90 percent of the time, those

         15  ten percent that they mess up they need to be held

         16  accountable for.

         17                 I live in Bed Stuy, and on a

         18  day-to-day basis I come home after work from the

         19  City Council and I see young people who look like

         20  me, who I know are honest students, who I know is a

         21  star athlete, but this person doesn't know that, the

         22  first month that I lived in New York City I saw a

         23  young boy who lived right across the street from me

         24  who was an honor student hit by a police car as he

         25  was riding his bicycle, thrown against the fence,
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          2  frisked, and then the cop jumped back in the car and

          3  drove on their way. Since then I see a similar event

          4  every single day in my community. Not by four police

          5  officers, not by just a few bad apples, but every

          6  single undercover police car I see patrolling with

          7  the license plate hidden, rolling very slowly and

          8  then they jump the curb and all four of them jump

          9  out.

         10                 Similar I am very sure, although I

         11  didn't see the situation of Diallo, we need to

         12  understand that we are not talking about four bad

         13  apples, we are talking about four members of the

         14  Street Crimes Unit who were technically doing their

         15  job.

         16                 We are not talking about a situation

         17  like Abner Louima, who there was a physical

         18  confrontation and a verbal confrontation and they

         19  thought they had to get back at somebody. No, they

         20  were doing what they were trained to do.

         21                 Two years ago -- actually it's about

         22  three years ago now, when I first came to New York

         23  City, I was a resident here, peacefully enjoying a

         24  public event. As a Legislative Finance Analyst of

         25  the New York City Council, as a college-educated
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          2  person, as someone who had absolutely no criminal

          3  record, when I saw a police officer who wasn't doing

          4  their job, I asked him for his name and badge

          5  number. What happened to me? I was brutally

          6  assaulted. I was thrown to the ground by a man who

          7  was at least 100 pounds heavier than me. As I then

          8  resist, my head was repeatedly banged on a cement

          9  bar, of which I suffered a blood clot to where I

         10  can't look at a computer screen longer than two

         11  hours without having massive headaches today.

         12                 Upon my getting up, without any

         13  resistance whatsoever, this one bad cop? No, every

         14  other single cop, which included ten other police

         15  officers in his vicinity proceeded to assault me,

         16  with nightclubs, with their walkie-talkies, they

         17  were actually jumping over each other to get in on

         18  it.

         19                 What happened thereafter? Was I taken

         20  to a hospital? No. I was taken to the cell for three

         21  days. For three days. Now, we always talk about

         22  these few bad officers theory. When I was in jail I

         23  must have had contact with over 75 different police

         24  officers, with the exception of two of 75, I was

         25  either physically assaulted by them, or verbally or
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          2  racially assaulted by each and every one of the 73

          3  other police officers.

          4                 And did those two who were nice do

          5  anything about it? When my case came up, did any of

          6  the police officers testify in my behalf? No.

          7                 It is not just a few bad apples. It's

          8  a systemic problem. And as a result, a lot of people

          9  in here, this puts a human face on it. A lot of

         10  people don't understand. We hear about the cases of

         11  the Abner Louima or the Amadou Diallo, but

         12  unfortunately that is the only time we do things

         13  like this. But for three months thereafter, I had to

         14  go to court, and face charges of four felony

         15  assaults against police officers, charges against

         16  me. It took me three months to do that. That was

         17  with the support of the City Council. That was with

         18  the support of Charles Reingall. That was with the

         19  support of a federal probe by Janet Reno. So,

         20  imagine the unemployed person, or the person who has

         21  a criminal record, what is their plight?  They have

         22  to make a plea and they wind up serving time on

         23  Rikers Island.

         24                 So, please, don't be fooled. It is

         25  not just a few bad officers. And those who sit back
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          2  and do nothing -- how many police were arrested for

          3  Abner Louima? Four.  Four police officers. How many

          4  police officers were present in that precinct and

          5  knew what was going on?

          6                 What about the desk sergeant who

          7  allowed this man to walk up with his pants down?

          8  What about the person who lent him the gloves? What

          9  about the people who sat back and did nothing while

         10  this man was in the cell for an hour? It is not just

         11  a few, and if you want to do something about it, we

         12  have to change the system from the top.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: William Harrell,

         14  and then Larry Hirsch and then followed by Claire

         15  Dockery. And then Lois Kennedy.

         16                 MR. HARRELL: Hello. My name is Will

         17  Harrell. I am the Deputy Director of the National

         18  Police Accountability Project, which is a project of

         19  the National Lawyers Guild.

         20                 SPEAKER FROM AUDIENCE: Talk into the

         21  mic. We can't hear you.

         22                 MR. HARRELL: I am the Director of the

         23  National Police Accountability Project, which is a

         24  project of the National Lawyers Guild.

         25                 SPEAKER FROM AUDIENCE: Talk into the
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          2  mic.

          3                 MR. HARRELL: Again, my name is Will

          4  Harrel, I am an attorney, as a director of the

          5  National Police Accountability Project, which is a

          6  project of the National Lawyers Guild, and attorney

          7  with the Center for Constitutional Rights, and we

          8  have filed a civil rights class action injunctive

          9  suit, with the federal court and we did that a week

         10  ago, and I am here to announce the lawsuit but also

         11  petition people and ask them to come forward and

         12  take one of these cards or call into us, because we

         13  want to amend the complaint within a week or two,

         14  specifically in the lawsuit, and these cards will be

         15  at the table as you leave, if you will pick one up.

         16  And if you want to write down the phone number to

         17  call, it is 614-6454.

         18                 The lawsuit specifically challenges

         19  the tactics of the Street Crimes Unit. There are

         20  some issues that I think the public needs to be

         21  aware of that have been in the press lately that can

         22  only be addressed through the legislature, and I

         23  commend the City Council for its tactics as to

         24  actually hearing the public on these issues, and the

         25  fact that you are going to be considering
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          2  specifically a strategy, and I believe it is next

          3  week at the City Council, that's fantastic.

          4                 But the Street Crime Unit itself

          5  needs to be analyzed within the whole initiation of

          6  the Guiliani Administration aggressive street crime

          7  -- aggressive crime attacks generally and the

          8  impact that it has particularly on communities of

          9  color.

         10                 The street crimes unit we know, and

         11  what we are trying to address in this lawsuit is its

         12  tactics of racial profiling, but also systematically

         13  and arbitrarily harassing citizens. We know in the

         14  past two years, each year they shook down last year

         15  28,000 people, the year before 18,000 people, and of

         16  those series of shakedowns and first arrests, first

         17  detentions, there were only about 4,000 arrests each

         18  year. That means roughly 40,000 innocent people were

         19  tossed by the Street Crimes Unit.

         20                 We are trying to address this. We

         21  want to encourage people, if you have been harassed

         22  by the Street Crimes Unit, we encourage people to

         23  call us and report it.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Larry, you are
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          2  next.

          3                 I just want to make sure the people

          4  understand, if anybody wants to speak and is more

          5  comfortable speaking in Spanish, we have people here

          6  that would be more than happy to translate. So,

          7  please don't have any sense that that is

          8  inappropriate. If you need a translation, just when

          9  you are up there let us know and we can take care of

         10  it.

         11                 MR. HIRSCH: Thank you. Good evening,

         12  everybody. My name is Larry Hirsch, I am a

         13  democratic district leader from the 69th Assembly

         14  District, Part B, which is where we are today, and

         15  from Community for Democrats.

         16                 Thank you, Council Members Eldridge

         17  and Reed and the rest of the Manhattan Delegation,

         18  for this and the other hearings around the City.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: And our visitor

         20  from Brooklyn.

         21                 MR. HIRSCH: And our visitor from

         22  Brooklyn. Welcome. Welcome, our visitor from

         23  Brooklyn.

         24                 The events of the last few weeks have

         25  shown there could hardly be a more auspicious time
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          2  to have a public discussion about the relationship

          3  between the police and the public.

          4                 I come to you today as someone who

          5  has been exposed to both the positive and negatives

          6  of police behavior. I have had the opportunity to

          7  work closely, positively with our local police. I am

          8  the victim of slightly excessive force by a police

          9  officer, and became involved as an incident of

         10  police brutality in the community.

         11                 Our representative count number (sic)

         12  reads predecessor on the west side and work closely

         13  with then Captain Barry and the officers of the 24th

         14  Precinct. We spoke regularly on a number of issues

         15  where they were solving one person's problems or

         16  those facing the entire community.

         17                 I was impressed by the amount of

         18  outreach performed by the precinct and the amount of

         19  extra time they put in to attend community meetings

         20  so that there was a true dialogue with the community

         21  and the police.

         22                 This dialogue made the police more

         23  understanding in response to the community's needs

         24  and resulted in a true community police partnership.

         25  It is this kind of two-way communication which needs
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          2  to be encouraged and duplicated throughout the City.

          3                 In my own experience, while

          4  completing a transfer between a local and express

          5  train, a bit of reckless abandonment, running to

          6  work, I felt a firm grab on my arm which tore my

          7  jacket. This happened when I was about to enter the

          8  local train well past the time, and my run through

          9  the station could have represented any kind of

         10  threat to another passenger. The officer, I believe

         11  grabbed me with slightly excessive force not to

         12  protect the public, but to teach me a lesson and he

         13  was convinced he was right in doing so.

         14                 I made a complaint, and it was

         15  followed up and has been put on the officer's

         16  record.

         17                 Welcome, new Council Member Quinn.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Oh, hi. How are

         19  you? I am sorry that I am late. I was at a

         20  demonstration.

         21                 MR. HIRSCH: Finally, one evening I

         22  was walking to headquarters for my political club

         23  and saw many of my fellow club members outside.

         24  Moments before a group of officers had just caught a

         25  criminal, talking the liberty of smashing his face
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          2  against the sidewalk and afflicting other pain on

          3  him.

          4                 They made the "mistake" of doing it

          5  in front of a political club, and some of our

          6  leading members witnessed it. With the help of

          7  former Councilman Powell, my former boss, we got to

          8  work beginning a full investigation for this

          9  assault.

         10                 A disturbing thing happened to me

         11  when I went to a rally to support the victim who was

         12  attacked. I was asked by a member of the 24th

         13  Precinct auxiliary police what I was doing

         14  supporting that perp. This showed to me that this

         15  particular auxiliary officer thought there was

         16  nothing wrong in the way the perp was treated. It is

         17  a feeling that I unfortunately feel is too

         18  widespread in the New York Police Department.

         19                 In the wake of the Diallo shooting, I

         20  believe there is a sense of moral servitude in the

         21  way a number of police do their job. Some officers

         22  are so morally certain of the work they are doing

         23  that it matters little what tactics they employ.

         24  This applies to using force with someone on the

         25  subway tracks to teach them a lesson, or beating
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          2  someone they had in custody. They believe they know

          3  what is best and if you dare to question this, you

          4  are either soft on crime or don't know what you are

          5  talking about.

          6                 I will just wrap up. This attitude

          7  shows that when questions about these tactics are

          8  answered, the standard is crime rate is down so

          9  don't question the police. Thank you so much.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: If anybody

         11  wishes to speak, please see the Sergeant-At-Arms to

         12  sign up, and please write your name as legibly as

         13  possible.

         14                 We are looking for Lois Kennedy,

         15  Leonard Cohen, and Carroll Berman, and I just want

         16  to introduce our colleague that has just joined us,

         17  Christine Quinn, who has been in the City Council

         18  for two weeks and has already been arrested once.

         19                 MS. KENNEDY: Good evening. I am Lois

         20  Kennedy and I am President of the Central Park

         21  Precinct Community Council. I don't know if

         22  everybody realizes there is a precinct in Central

         23  Park. It is on the 86th Street entrance. Out of 75

         24  community councils, we are the 76th, started in

         25  1973.
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          2                 We have 16 million visitors a year,

          3  our borough is multi-racial. We have many volunteer

          4  groups, besides a multi-racial auxiliary police, we

          5  have a volunteer ambulance, a Central Park medical

          6  unit, the Roadrunner Safety Patrol, the State

          7  Patrol. We have so many people involved in making

          8  the park safe.

          9                 We have 16 million visitors a year,

         10  and I know Mr. Miller's mother very well, who has

         11  done such a beautiful job in Central Park.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Thank you.

         13                 MS. KENNEDY: We are 800 acres and I

         14  will tell you that Central Park has been an ideal

         15  place. We have visitors from all over the world.

         16                 I am very, very troubled. I have

         17  worked on police community relations for 20 years. I

         18  got involved because my children were mugged on the

         19  way to school, and it was a devastating experience

         20  then and the police handled it very, very well.

         21                 And I feel that we are at the point

         22  where things are so divisive that we have to do

         23  something positive.

         24                 I am curious, when all of these

         25  people come up here why they haven't gone to their
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          2  community council.

          3                 The community councils are made up of

          4  many, many people, we interface with them all over

          5  the City, and believe me, they are microcosm of

          6  every group in this City. The doors are open, you

          7  can come in and register a complaint, and I think

          8  most of the time they will be handled sensitively. I

          9  think we need a healing.

         10                 I have lived in a country where there

         11  was a dictatorship in Latin America, and believe me,

         12  I know what living in that kind of climate is. We

         13  are far from living in a dictatorship. I think we

         14  must continue this dialogue. We have to think

         15  positively. You can't by association. And I beg all

         16  of you, get involved with your community council and

         17  give it a shot and see what we can do to prevent

         18  this kind of divisiveness and try to heal the

         19  situation.

         20                 What ever happened was terrible. I am

         21  not saying it wasn't. I think we have to do

         22  something positively, and try to heal at this

         23  present time. Thank you.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Leonard Cohen,

         25  followed by Carole Bermann.
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          2                 MR. COHEN: Yes, my name is Leonard

          3  Cohen, I want to thank my Council leader, I think

          4  she does a terrific job.

          5                 I am an activist. I have been an

          6  activist for the last number of years, I have been

          7  an activist for other causes all my life. I think I

          8  have lived in two different cities. Because I worked

          9  with the Anthony Biaz Foundation, because of the

         10  police brutality, and when you go to these meetings,

         11  instead of you people sitting up there, there would

         12  be the parents, and each parent of somebody who had

         13  been killed, would give their heart-breaking

         14  description of what happened, and each time a new

         15  parent would come up, and each parent would repeat

         16  what had happened, and the annual meetings, the

         17  commemorations on the anniversary of when the sons

         18  from all of these cases was killed.

         19                 This is a horror. We live in

         20  different cities. One can get some idea, but it is a

         21  lot different when a cop, as was described here,

         22  when he kills your child, and it is a horror, it is

         23  disgusting, and we should not have waited this long.

         24  So, more of the politicians should speak out more

         25  aggressively.
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          2                 I have done this for five years,

          3  since the killing of Anthony Biaz, protesting. Today

          4  when people are arrested, often when people are

          5  arrested or involved, they don't show them. We had a

          6  meeting at Abyssinia Church, with a national leader

          7  of the reformed Jewish community, they were

          8  religious leaders of the Methodist, the Baptist and

          9  Presbyterians and there was no coverage. They made

         10  good speeches. Now, it seems to me there is a

         11  responsibility, on the part of white politicians

         12  especially, and labor leaders and religious leaders,

         13  to get involved so our City won't go up in flames.

         14                 I don't know how many of you saw the

         15  article about Peter Noel in the Voice, when they say

         16  they are going to find white people dead all over

         17  the city, because of resistance and so on. One of

         18  the things we badly need is an ongoing, organization

         19  that will get the religious people, the politicians,

         20  elected leaders, the labor people involved in

         21  continuing in this struggle.

         22                 I am also a member of the West Side

         23  Peace Action, but these people are not going to the

         24  picket lines generally, they are not going to the

         25  demonstrations generally, and if we are to save the
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          2  City and save the honor of our City, we have to

          3  speak up.

          4                 And I will say one thing about cops,

          5  you talk to people like Richard Perez, of Puerto

          6  Rican Rights, and he says there are decent cops.

          7  There are decent cops, but will tell you secretly,

          8  yes there is this horror going on. And sure, but it

          9  is the blue wall of silence, but it means that every

         10  cop who is quiet when somebody's child is killed is

         11  also guilty.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 MS. BERMANN: Hi. I am Carole Bermann,

         14  I am a teacher at City College in CUNY, and I am up

         15  here to represent my students who have been harassed

         16  and abused by the police.

         17                 I have one student who was arrested

         18  for rape. He was sent away for three years. Luckily

         19  he survived. He got some college courses in school,

         20  he came out and he was able to finish his education,

         21  and eventually the rapist was caught and punished.

         22  This was a happy ending to a terrible story.

         23                 Last year I had two students arrested

         24  after work, since 90 percent of our students work,

         25  about 75 percent of them work full-time while they
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          2  go to City College. One of them was a very small,

          3  very young student who was coming home from the

          4  train in a not very good neighborhood in Brooklyn, I

          5  think it was maybe Williamsburg, and the cop told

          6  him to freeze, and he was so scared, and he was a

          7  shy student, but I guess he didn't freeze quickly

          8  enough, anyway they grabbed him and took him to the

          9  station, I think they fingerprinted him, they held

         10  him until about 2:00 in the morning, and it turned

         11  out they were looking for someone, but they were

         12  looking for a big guy.

         13                 Anyway, the reason I found out was he

         14  stopped answering or speaking in class and he seemed

         15  very depressed, and with young college freshmen we

         16  watch for signs of depression, we have had suicides

         17  and we have had cases with serious depression. So, I

         18  finally got him in my office, and said, look, what

         19  is going on? And he finally told me what had

         20  happened. He blamed himself. He thought he had done

         21  something wrong, because the cops had arrested him.

         22                 He grew up in Haiti where the cops do

         23  terrible things to you, and he was afraid to tell

         24  his parents. He was afraid they would blame him. He

         25  was not the same for the rest of the semester, and
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          2  he ended up leaving school.

          3                 Another student I had was an honor

          4  student. He was a transfer student from Ecuador a

          5  junior, married student whose wife was expecting a

          6  baby momentarily. He was coming home about midnight

          7  from his job. He worked full-time. The cops were

          8  looking for a Hispanic, I don't know for what,

          9  robbery I think. Picked him up, had him in jail

         10  overnight, would not allow him to call his wife.

         11  She, of course, was hysterical. He finally was

         12  released, he was allowed to go home.

         13                 It hurts me so much, because I have

         14  been teaching for over 30 years, and these are my

         15  children. When I think that my son, who was a hippy,

         16  he had long hair, he had on raggety clothes in the

         17  seventies and the early eighties, and he was in

         18  college and he was arrested by a Jersey Trooper, and

         19  they were picked up and they had a little beer, an

         20  open can of beer or some marijuana in their pocket,

         21  they were taken down to the station, treated with

         22  kit gloves, they did a little community service, the

         23  parents were called, we had a little conference,

         24  they expunged the fingerprints when everything was

         25  over, and they lived happily ever after.
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          2                 So, please, support this law to stop

          3  this police harassment. And also support CUNY and

          4  let these children get their education.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Ana Lewis,

          6  Reva Ross, and Len Zimberg.

          7                 Again, if you want to say anything,

          8  you don't have to make a speech, you can just tell

          9  us a story about what happened to you or a sentence

         10  of what you think.

         11                 Please fill out one of these forms,

         12  get it from the Sergeant-At-Arms, the guys over here

         13  in the front.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 MS. LEWIS: Hello. My name is Ana

         16  Lewis, and along with Larry Hirsch, we are the

         17  district leaders for this area. I welcome the

         18  visitors from Brooklyn, my former City Councilman,

         19  when I lived in Brooklyn, and I commend Councilwoman

         20  Eldridge and Councilman Phil Reed for conducting

         21  this Speakout.

         22                 Our neighborhood here is a very

         23  diverse neighborhood. We have many ethnicities here,

         24  a large Dominican and Hispanic population, and as a

         25  result of that, over the last few years we have had
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          2  some difficulties with the police, one of which

          3  Larry mentioned earlier. I can tell you that at that

          4  time I had these club members, who one happened to

          5  be a lawyer, had not been there, very, very

          6  important witness testimony would have been lost,

          7  because these people who witnessed the event would

          8  not have been questioned. Many of them did not speak

          9  English very well and there were no translators

         10  there to ask them questions. So, much information is

         11  lost at the scene at a lot of these parts of types

         12  of police brutality situations.

         13                 One change that I think we need to

         14  have made is this non-questioning of police after an

         15  incident. I think that that is something that in

         16  internal to the Police Department in that they are

         17  not above the law, and if any one of us was accused

         18  of doing even half the types of things that the

         19  police were accused in this particular Diallo

         20  situation and others, we would be questioned

         21  immediately. And I think that is a change that needs

         22  to be done, I think that would be a dramatic change.

         23                 Can you imagine how much testimony

         24  and things have been lost and mishandled in this

         25  particular situation because the police were not

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            77

          1  MANHATTAN DELEGATION SPEAKOUT

          2  questioned? They have had how many weeks now to

          3  discuss their testimony and discuss the evidence and

          4  show much of it will be lost just for lack of

          5  memory. This is a change that I think is very, very

          6  important.

          7                 As a district leader and as a member

          8  of Community Free Democrats we see a lot of people

          9  who come to us with problems and some of the

         10  problems that some of my constituents have come to

         11  me with are, one woman in particular, she was in a

         12  local bodega and she saw a man being questioned by a

         13  police officer and she went in to try to help. She

         14  wanted to help with the translation, and he said to

         15  her, get away. If you don't, the same thing will be

         16  happening to you.

         17                 This is a very common problem and it

         18  is a totally outrageous problem. There are more than

         19  a few bad apples, we all know that. I think what

         20  really needs to be done is the police and the

         21  community need to interact more. And I know of a

         22  wonderful program in the Bronx, I will mention this

         23  one last thing, where computers were donated by the

         24  local police precinct to the housing project, and

         25  they let the children come in and use the computers
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          2  and they helped teach the children on the computers.

          3  Not only did you have these kids learning how to use

          4  computers, they got the police officers to know the

          5  community. They started using it for adult

          6  education. It served so many wonderful purposes and

          7  I think that is what we need to have again is the

          8  interaction between the police, that the street

          9  police, the people who knew your name, who knew your

         10  face, in the community. We need to have the Police

         11  Department reflect the diversity of our

         12  neighborhoods. And I know in this wonderful

         13  neighborhood that we live in here, unfortunately

         14  that is not always the case.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Reva Ross.

         17                 MS. ROSS: Good evening. My name is

         18  Reva Ross, and I am a resident of Manhattan.

         19                 The reason I am here is I agree with

         20  some of the things that have been said, I just

         21  wanted to remind everyone, please don't lose sight

         22  of the good police officers, and there really are

         23  some good police officers.

         24                 I certainly do not have respect for a

         25  police officer who abuses his or her power. I have
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          2  no respect for a bad cop, but I do have the utmost

          3  respect for a good cop, because they do put their

          4  lives on the line for you and me.

          5                 There really are a lot of good

          6  officers, and part of what I did want to mention is

          7  because of the good, we don't see enough of the

          8  positive things, we hear the negative and it is

          9  important that we are aware of the negative so that

         10  we, together as people, and citizens of the City,

         11  can help make a change for the better, because

         12  nobody wants to see any abuses and certainly nobody

         13  wants to see a life lost, and that there is an

         14  organization that I have started and it is, the

         15  title of it is the same as what you will find on the

         16  web, it is www.nygoodcops.org and that is an effort

         17  to get more positive text to show the good things

         18  that New York City police officers do.

         19                 If you are sitting here thinking

         20  every police officer is bad because of either an

         21  experience you have had or an experience you have

         22  heard about or something you have seen on the news,

         23  then I really say please try to attend a community

         24  council meeting in your neighborhood and get to know

         25  the police officers at your local precinct.
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          2                 I really don't believe that every

          3  single police officer your local precinct is a bad

          4  cop. There are good cops out there.

          5                 The same way a good cop -- really, it

          6  is not a good feeling when you work hard and do a

          7  job, as I am sure many of you sitting here tonight

          8  do every day, and because someone within the

          9  organization does a bad thing, every single person

         10  within that job state gets labeled, gets tarnished.

         11  I wouldn't like it. But in my capacity, if somebody

         12  said, well, every Administrative Assistant stinks

         13  because look at so and so, she is playing games on

         14  the computer all day long. Excuse me, I work very

         15  hard every day to do my job. It is like keeping up

         16  on a treadmill that is on the highest speed.

         17                 And if anyone really gives a damn, go

         18  over to your community council and see, and I have

         19  attended at least a dozen different police precinct

         20  community councils, not just here in Manhattan, but

         21  also in the Bronx and other boroughs, and I have

         22  seen all the time the officers want to hear what

         23  complaints are and they want to do something about

         24  it. They care. They don't want to work in a precinct

         25  where nothing good is happening.
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          2                 So, I am saying please don't lose

          3  sight of the fact there are good people within the

          4  New York City Police Department, it is up to you and

          5  me to make sure that the good ones stay in force and

          6  the bad ones are put off of the force.

          7                 And these cards I will put on the

          8  back table for anyone who would like to help get

          9  more positive text for the good things the New York

         10  City police officers do, and thank you for your

         11  time.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Len Zimberg.

         13                 After him is Cal Snyder, Doris

         14  Diamond, and Bill Dobbs.

         15                 MR. ZIMBERG: Good evening. My name is

         16  Len Zimberg. I am the former president of the 20th

         17  Precinct Community Council.

         18                 Several years ago I had the pleasure

         19  of having Council Member Eldridge speaker before our

         20  community council. I have been personally

         21  interested, and I am sorry that the last speaker,

         22  that some of the people in the audience felt it

         23  necessary to heckle the last speaker, that said in a

         24  community that is as tolerant and as welcoming in

         25  diversity as the upper west side. I felt that was
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          2  unnecessary.

          3                 There is something else that troubles

          4  me about tonight's meeting, and I guess it is the

          5  same thing that would trouble me if a group of

          6  people got together and talked about why so many

          7  blacks commit crime, or what is wrong with the gays,

          8  or why do the Jews cheat us.

          9                 The attempt on the part of some of

         10  the speakers tonight to paint with so broad a brush

         11  the lives, I am talking about the lives of 39,000 of

         12  our neighbors of New York City as evil, as

         13  malicious, as the malignant force. I find that very,

         14  very troubling. And I would just ask you, I know

         15  that everybody in the room here is, you know, we

         16  have made up our minds, we all, whether we support

         17  the police or whether we rabidly hate them or

         18  whether we mildly criticize them, we all understand

         19  the horrible tragedy of Amadou Diallo. There is no

         20  difference in the pain that we feel over the loss of

         21  that innocent life. But I will just ask you to

         22  consider the width of the brush that you use when

         23  you criticize, and try and tame the criticisms into

         24  something that will be positive.

         25                 Thank you very much.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            83

          1  MANHATTAN DELEGATION SPEAKOUT

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Cal Snyder

          3  is followed by Doris Diamond and Bill Dobbs.

          4                 MR. SNYDER: Hi. I wanted to thank the

          5  Council Members for coming to the community. I have

          6  a series of small points to make.

          7                 One, I would like to address the

          8  issue of the Street Crimes Unit, and the recent

          9  shooting in the Bronx.

         10                 I speak as a person who has in my

         11  past a great deal of experience with firearms, and

         12  using them under duress. And I can tell you that the

         13  thing that characterizes the performance of the

         14  Street Crimes Unit in the Bronx, and many other

         15  instances, is exactly the opposite of the image that

         16  the Police Department chooses to promote about these

         17  men.

         18                 In fact, the thing we always hear

         19  about the Police Department is that the members of

         20  the Street Crime Unit are elite officers. And in

         21  fact, nothing could be further from the truth.

         22                 Elite officers, or any elite unit

         23  that uses firearms in self defense never performs as

         24  these men did.

         25                 Everything about their performance is
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          2  unprofessional. These officers were out of control,

          3  they lost control of their own situation and they

          4  murdered an innocent man because they weren't

          5  professional officers.

          6                 I think this is very important to

          7  keep in mind when you listen to the rhetoric of the

          8  Department, about who it is we are talking about.

          9  These are men who are in over their heads and were

         10  overequipped to do a job that they were ill-trained

         11  to perform.

         12                 None of the speakers, several of them

         13  now addressed the point of the community councils,

         14  and why more people didn't come forward to join the

         15  councils or to speak out at the councils as a form

         16  of redress, and I think the answer to that is very

         17  clear. When citizens put on the television every

         18  night and they see that the Mayor and the Police

         19  Commissioner are sneering at them, and laughing at

         20  the ordinary citizen, stonewalling their concerns,

         21  and obviously endorsing cultural violence against

         22  people of color, and everyone for that matter today

         23  in New York, there is no reason why people would

         24  want to come to the precinct councils or the

         25  community councils to speak out. It is obvious that
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          2  our voices simply can't be heard.

          3                 Another point I would like to make is

          4  that I think the Council, the Council should address

          5  the members of the Council who don't agree with

          6  them. I think this is a very significant thing no

          7  one has mentioned.

          8                 For example, I saw Andrew Eristoff on

          9  television the other night on New York 1 in an

         10  interview saying the he believed that there were no

         11  incidents of harassment of people of color by the

         12  New York City Police Department. On the record.

         13                 It seems to me that it is well to

         14  come to the community and ask for our opinions, but

         15  it seems to me that you and other enlightened

         16  members of the Council have a really, really

         17  important and really difficult education job to do

         18  within the Council itself. Because unless we can

         19  bring people like Mr. Eristoff and his constituents

         20  with him, you will not be able to bring about any

         21  significant change in the culture of the Police

         22  Department, or the other institutions of this City

         23  with their attitude towards people of color.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: For those of you
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          2  who just came in, I wanted to mention that the

          3  format is, and many of us would love to comment

          4  about the comments that have been made, but it is

          5  not what we are here tonight to do. We are here to

          6  hear your comments and take them in for the record

          7  for us to evaluate in terms of things we are able to

          8  do legislatively, as well as in an oversight

          9  capacity with the police.

         10                 So, please don't misunderstand if we

         11  are not engaging in a dialogue. We are appreciate

         12  very much in all of the comments that have been

         13  made.

         14                 Ms. Diamond.

         15                 MS. DIAMOND: My name is Doris

         16  Diamond. I have been living on the west side for 42,

         17  43 years.

         18                 I am white. If I attended police

         19  council meetings I would be treated very nicely. I

         20  remember a time in the aftermath in the Vietnam war

         21  when the tension between west siders and the police

         22  over treatment of protestors, I remember a time when

         23  we had a block closed off so we could play

         24  volleyball, and were given our own policemen to keep

         25  us company so that nothing happened. A street was
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          2  closed off from Broadway to West End, a policeman

          3  kept us company.

          4                 I too call for an end to

          5  divisiveness. I too call for healing. I have been

          6  active on the west side for over 42 years. How can

          7  this divisiveness be healed? Through training, some

          8  attitudinal change, from accountability, a lack of

          9  content for someone who doesn't agree with what you

         10  do.

         11                 A week ago today I attended a

         12  demonstration in front of City Hall for justice, and

         13  I heard brothers and sisters and other relatives

         14  talk about young men of color who have been shot in

         15  the back, and to take 43 bullets, count them, one,

         16  two, three, et cetera, I heard those women, and if

         17  we call a hearing, it is going to be systemic

         18  change, and it is not going to be a few people going

         19  to a police council meeting, and in their

         20  neighborhood.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 MR. DOBBS: Good evening. I am Bill

         23  Dobbs, and I wanted to thank Council Members Reed

         24  and Eldridge for hosting this meeting. It is a

         25  pleasure to be up here, because it is not easy these
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          2  days getting into City Hall, as you all know.

          3                 I want to address three issues. One

          4  is, two days from now is St. Patrick's Day and there

          5  will be thousands of uniformed police and fire

          6  fighters in that parade. I think it is high time for

          7  City Council to reexamine the policy about use of

          8  uniforms by those forces when they are off duty,

          9  because we all deserve a professional, impartial

         10  police force.

         11                 When the police in uniform, even when

         12  they are off duty march, that makes me feel unsafe,

         13  and it also shows the power of the Emerald Society,

         14  and that has got to be broken. All of those

         15  societies have to be taken out of the official

         16  police business.

         17                 Second, I note that about a year ago

         18  a police chaplain was fired because of some

         19  unfortunate remarks that he made and was asked to

         20  resign. I would like to suggest to you that you

         21  reexamine the need in a city where it is pretty easy

         22  to get around for chaplains at all. It seems to me

         23  there ought to be some separation between church and

         24  state, we are not off on some far away war campaign,

         25  and if the police need time off to receive pastoral
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          2  counseling, they ought to get it, but there is no

          3  reason whatsoever for us to have chaplains on the

          4  public payroll.

          5                 The major thing I want to address is

          6  the Central Park Ramble, which I have a leaflet with

          7  me which is titled Paradise or Police State. There

          8  is an ongoing campaign that has been done to harass

          9  and hunt down the gay man who will have used that

         10  part of the park as a meeting area, for so many

         11  years that even readers digest recorded that fact in

         12  1993.

         13                 I would like to quickly take off from

         14  things that need to be done to actually improve

         15  security, and request the fact that the police

         16  should protecting people and not harassing them.

         17                 The police in Central Park have been

         18  asking people for two forms of identification. One

         19  is that the call boxes in Central Park and

         20  everywhere else in this City are to be connected to

         21  9-1-1.

         22                 We all know what happens when we call

         23  a police station, you can get put on hold and hung

         24  up on. It's high time that those call boxes get

         25  connected to a system that is equipped to have
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          2  accountability.

          3                 Second, there are an inadequate

          4  number of call boxes in Central Park at present, and

          5  third, those call boxes are nearly impossible to

          6  detect because they are painted deliberately to

          7  blend in with things. And given the number of

          8  visitors to Central Park, it is time to reexamine

          9  that.

         10                 Once again, we all, I hope, wish for

         11  a professional and accountable police force.  The

         12  signals that have come from the Mayor in this City

         13  have done everything possible to encourage an

         14  authority atmosphere, and to suppress political

         15  dissent, witness the difficulty getting into City

         16  Hall, and in addition, harass and diminish the

         17  rights of individuals in this City. I urge you to

         18  talk all deliberate action to end those policies.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you.

         20                 We have had 30 speakers, and we have

         21  eight more to go, which is fine. We also have the

         22  Union Corps that has come and is going to entertain

         23  us at the end of that process. So if anybody now

         24  comes and wants to speak, we would unfortunately

         25  close this process of doing this, and you should
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          2  feel welcome to come to the forum at Riverside

          3  Church on this coming Thursday at 4:30 or you can

          4  also join us tomorrow at the Gay and Lesbian

          5  Community Center, which is at 1 Little West 12th

          6  Street. It is not too far from big West 12th Street.

          7  It is two blocks south of Ninth and 14th, and it is

          8  at 7:00. So, we are closing the sign-in sheet for

          9  this evening.

         10                 Kathy Goldman, Paul Shneyer, Joseph

         11  Bolanos, and Bob Ortiz. In that order.

         12                 MS. GOLDMAN: Hi. I really think it is

         13  terrific that this is taking place.

         14                 I just want to tell a brief story. A

         15  couple of years ago I was going to the eye doctor

         16  and at the 86th Street Station on the uptown side on

         17  Broadway, and school was letting out, and so I don't

         18  know when you walk out of there it is like a

         19  hallway, and a cop had a kid and he was smashing him

         20  up against the wall. So, I stopped and I said what

         21  did he do? The cop said, get lost. Move on. I said

         22  what did he do? Did he murder somebody? What are you

         23  doing?

         24                 To make it short, I got a summons. He

         25  said, I am going to arrest you if you don't move,

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            92

          1  MANHATTAN DELEGATION SPEAKOUT

          2  and I didn't. I don't know what kind of summons it

          3  was, I forget, something, something.

          4                 So the point is, you know -- and I

          5  went to court and the guy never showed up and the

          6  second time he didn't show up, so they threw the

          7  thing out.

          8                 But the point is that somehow those

          9  of us who care about this City and who care about

         10  what is happening, it terrifies me.

         11                 If I had a kid, if I was a person who

         12  had a kid in this City, I would run. I mean, I don't

         13  know what I would do. I raised two boys and a girl

         14  in this City, and I didn't have to be hysterical

         15  when they were late and didn't come home, and I just

         16  can't imagine living like that in this day and age.

         17                 So, I think what I would like to

         18  suggest, and I have no idea exactly how I would do

         19  this, but if teams of people, and especially white

         20  people, would figure out how to go either near high

         21  schools, or early in the morning, just to be there,

         22  to be a presence and have some kind of indication

         23  that we are there to make sure that these kids will

         24  live a decent life and live in the first place. So,

         25  something where we can, you know, actually show by
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          2  doing it, I would love to see something like that

          3  organized. I think that is what we have to do.

          4                 And also, if we see something, we

          5  just can't turn around and walk away.

          6                 MR. SHNEYER: Good evening. My name is

          7  Paul Shneyer, I am an attorney that practices in a

          8  neighborhood on the west side. I have been in

          9  practice in this neighborhood since 1980, and among

         10  the cases I do, I am involved in handing police

         11  misconduct cases. Which I have been handling since

         12  1978.

         13                 One of the reasons I started working

         14  on these type of cases is I thought that if lawyers

         15  bring lawsuits like this, and you win some cases

         16  someone would take a look at what happened, why did

         17  these incidents occur, and maybe there would be some

         18  change.

         19                 Unfortunately, my experience for 20

         20  years is that doing these cases don't bring about

         21  any change. And I am very delighted to see that the

         22  Council is holding a hearing on this, but there have

         23  been hearings in the past over the last 20 years,

         24  and what we need to see is leadership, we have to

         25  see this problem, take steps to correct it, and then
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          2  next year continue to look at the problem, continue

          3  to solve it and improve the conditions that had

          4  caused the problem, and in five years from now,

          5  continue to look at it to make sure that we don't

          6  turn our backs on the problems that occur. Because

          7  we have congressional hearings, my experience as an

          8  attorney, when we go to court, I feel very good that

          9  there is a case coming to trial and there has been a

         10  recent incident, because now people are upset about

         11  it. But it sort of goes up and down in the waves and

         12  there is no consistency in trying to solve the

         13  problem. That is what you, as elected officials,

         14  have to try to work at, there is a problem in our

         15  society and you have to consistently solve it.

         16                 Let me share with you a few

         17  observations from doing these cases for 20 years.

         18                 There is no supervisory

         19  responsibility in the Police Department. People who

         20  were hurt are brought into a precinct and you should

         21  think that a supervisor, a sergeant or a lieutenant

         22  who sees the arrested person, the prisoner, the

         23  perp, bleeding should do something about it. Do

         24  something about it on several levels:

         25                 One, first aid to the victim.
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          2                 Two, how did this happen?

          3                 Of course those police officers tell

          4  the story he fell and tripped and hit himself on the

          5  curb, the standard story. He was flailing his arms.

          6  Every case I have had, the victim flailed their

          7  arms.  I never used the word "flail" in my life,

          8  maybe the police officers who have to come up with

          9  an explanation, it's a common word.

         10                 The Police Benevolent Association,

         11  doing a good job representing their officers, are in

         12  the precinct when there is a case of misconduct

         13  talking to the officer before the sergeant, before

         14  the lieutenant, before anyone investigates.

         15                 My conclusion is that there is no

         16  supervisory responsibility. Somewhere in the

         17  Department if there is something wrong, higher

         18  levels have to be responsible to look into it.

         19                 Just two more points. I have noticed

         20  in some of the work I have done there is a truancy

         21  squad that picks up young people allegedly truant. A

         22  number of these incidents have occurred where they

         23  are taking children with back-packs off of subways

         24  and to school. The truancy squad picks up over

         25  20,000 children a year, most of whom are non-white,
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          2  not reflecting the percentage of students in the

          3  school. I would urge the Council to look into the

          4  figures of the truancy squad, see what criteria they

          5  use to stop children, to detain children and

          6  investigate this matter further.

          7                 Thank you very much.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: I just want to

          9  mention that we have been joined by another

         10  colleague from Manhattan, from Washington Heights,

         11  Guillermo Linares.

         12                 MR. BOLANOS: Good evening. My name is

         13  Joseph Bolanos, I am Vice President of Community

         14  Council 20th Precinct, also president of the

         15  Reinmark 76th Park Block Association, between

         16  Columbus and Central Park West. I have been a

         17  resident here for almost 25 years. And let me begin

         18  by saying that when I was a kid growing up in New

         19  York City on the streets, my mother taught me one

         20  very important lesson; and that was, never judge a

         21  group of people by the actions of a few. And I think

         22  that if we are going to judge police officers like

         23  we have heard so many times, based on judgment as a

         24  whole, if they were a race, I think we could very

         25  well say that we would be racist, or some people
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          2  would be racist in the fact that they are taking

          3  somebody, a group of people, and you are judging by

          4  the justified bad and by the unjustified bad actions

          5  of a few.

          6                 Now, it is ironic also that the

          7  people that criticize the police, ten, 15 years ago,

          8  were the first ones that were demonstrating

          9  protesting and pushing the agenda to lower the

         10  standards of police. So, what I am saying tonight is

         11  that, in the community council here on the 20th

         12  Precinct, one of the things we are very keenly aware

         13  of is the way the media also treats certain

         14  situations, and I think one of the things that the

         15  people hear to themselves, and I am a Latino from

         16  Manhattan, so as far as anybody saying that, you

         17  know, this is my neighborhood. One of the things

         18  that you have to understand is that what you hear

         19  and how we support it is a very integral part as to

         20  how we react to a lot of things, and the only thing

         21  I am asking the people that are here today is, even

         22  though we all have our different convictions and we

         23  all have our different agendas, I think it is very

         24  important to see what the media is doing to this

         25  City and how it is polarizing it, and how it is
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          2  working on the emotional sensitivities of a lot of

          3  people. And I think the minute we start questioning

          4  how we are being schooled or funneled or hearings

          5  are being formed just by somebody coming on at 6:00

          6  or 11:00, I think that is a very integral part of

          7  why people are being so polarized in communities.

          8                 Does the Police Department have

          9  problems? Yes, it does. What organization doesn't

         10  have it when you have 37,000 people in the City or

         11  10 million people, when you have constant problems

         12  that are reoccuring, this is human beings as well.

         13  It is very easy for us to be criticizing people that

         14  are doing the work eight to fours, they show up,

         15  nobody is perfect. Yes, are there bad apples? Yes,

         16  there are bad apples, but we all have to check the

         17  system and see how the system is failing.

         18                 It is very easy to please a few

         19  individuals. I will give you an example. The

         20  gentleman that was here before said that we should

         21  address the societies as far as the St. Patrick's

         22  Day Parade. Last Labor Day, our precinct here, the

         23  2-0 Precinct, we had one car that was available to

         24  respond to any 9-1-1 call. One car. And even that

         25  took 40 minutes for the car to respond when I was
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          2  holding a perpetrator, who, for whatever reason is

          3  another story altogether. It turned out that the

          4  reason why we have such a stainable crew here, was

          5  because the manpower from all the precincts had been

          6  reassigned to the Caribbean Parade in Brooklyn.

          7                 Now, if you want to look at the whole

          8  picture, okay, we are going to see that our

          9  communities are being less patrolled and scheduled,

         10  and what is that going to do? If you are in trouble,

         11  you are in trouble and you are in trouble, you are

         12  calling 9-1-1 and you have one police officer after

         13  40 minutes of waiting.

         14                 So, what I am saying is that the

         15  system, the 9-1-1 system, this whole Citywide system

         16  has to be reevaluated.

         17                 So, please, two things, to summarize:

         18  Don't judge a group of people by the terrible

         19  actions of a handful of people.

         20                 And secondly, question what you hear

         21  in the media, because that is only going to continue

         22  the care of the fiber of our communities and the

         23  fiber of our city.

         24                 Thank you very much.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you.
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          2                 Bob Ortiz. Cy Adler. Jennifer March.

          3                 MR. ORTIZ: Several years ago, about

          4  22 years ago, I was in Tompkins Square Park, in that

          5  area, and Ninth Street and Avenue A, about two,

          6  three o'clock in the morning, and I heard a woman

          7  screaming inside the park, at that time it was dark.

          8  A police car was passing and I said, hey, there is a

          9  woman screaming in the park. He looked at me and

         10  kept on going. I said, listen, you son of a blank, I

         11  have your number. If you don't go in that park right

         12  now, I am going to call Internal Affairs right now,

         13  and I did happen to have Internal Affairs number. He

         14  went in a few minutes later, and came out with a

         15  woman whose clothes had been torn away? Her clothes,

         16  she had been attacked.

         17                 And this is very symbolic of my

         18  experience with police officers who have an attitude

         19  of I am just here to put in the time and not

         20  necessarily do my work.

         21                 I have been arrested so often, I

         22  can't remember how many times. Forty years ago when

         23  I was a teen and I was accused of using that four

         24  letter word for feces and I actually wound up in

         25  front of a judge for saying that word, that was back
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          2  in the fifties.

          3                 Let's see, I was a taxi driver at one

          4  point, I was at the Metropolitan Museum, the cop

          5  said move on, well the taxis in front of me, they

          6  weren't moving, and because I didn't move right

          7  away, I got a ticket, okay?

          8                 1988, across from St. Marks Place, at

          9  Third Avenue, I was on crutches at that time. I was

         10  crossing the street at about 1:00 in the morning.

         11  Somebody passed by honking their horn, yes, I admit,

         12  I gave them the finger, and guess what happened? I

         13  was arrested for disorderly conduct.

         14                 My last arrest was a few months ago

         15  in Brooklyn Criminal Court, and I showed up of

         16  course and no police officers there.

         17                 There are a few things that come to

         18  mind; and that is, let's get rid of that requirement

         19  that -- let's put it this way, you have to have the

         20  cops living in the City, so that they know the City.

         21                 Two, you have to have penalties for

         22  police officers who don't show up, when they have

         23  issued a summons to someone and they don't show up.

         24                 And number three, it has nothing to

         25  do with the City Council, but I was there, the
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          2  church leaders, to preach to their members, to their

          3  followers about the way you treat the least of them,

          4  that is how you treat me.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Cy Adler.

          6                 MR. ADLER: I must admit, I have not

          7  been arrested by the police as often as he has. I

          8  have lived in this area about eight years, I have

          9  raised two kids here, and I am with the Labor Force,

         10  and we have passed around a little resolution and I

         11  would like to read it.

         12                 It is to the legislators, the New

         13  York legislators, some from here, and everybody

         14  signed, we had about 100 members, and it is about

         15  New York City policemen out of control.

         16                 We are appalled at the recent brutal

         17  behavior of the New York City Policemen towards

         18  unarmed fellow New Yorkers.

         19                 We are disgusted by the attacks by

         20  police officers and an innocent Brooklyn man in

         21  1998, and the murder in cold blood of a young man in

         22  the Bronx by four policemen in February 1999.

         23                 Too many New York policemen seem out

         24  of control and unresponsive to the people of New

         25  York. The Mayor has done little to stop police
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          2  brutality. Therefore, we call on all citizens and

          3  our political representatives to:

          4                 1) Remove police officers who use

          5  excessive force or who display animosity towards the

          6  people they are paid to protect.

          7                 2) Create an independent police

          8  review board with teeth.

          9                 Personally, one of the things that

         10  bothers me is that the representatives are making a

         11  big show, and for the last 20 years they haven't

         12  been able to do that. I don't understand that. I

         13  don't understand why we don't have a police, an

         14  independent police review board with teeth. Maybe

         15  some of you can explain that.

         16                 3) Give officers the option of not

         17  carrying lethal weapons. This I know is

         18  controversial.

         19                 Just as an example, London, which has

         20  one-fifth of the murder rate of New York City, the

         21  police do not carry guns. Other cities also.

         22                 4) Remove the 48-hour rule. You shake

         23  your heads, so why can't you do it?

         24                 5) Provide counseling to all

         25  officers. I think a lot of them need that.
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          2                 So, that's it. The point is that

          3  nothing has been done before this.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Jennifer.

          6                 MS. MARCH: Hi. I am Jennifer March. I

          7  work for the City Council, and I wasn't going to

          8  speak tonight, but there is a colleague of mine at

          9  work and I thought I would speak on her behalf.

         10                 But I was sitting here listening to

         11  everyone thinking, God, I didn't grow up in New

         12  York, and my parents always told me if you are lost

         13  or afraid of saw something happen you should find a

         14  police officer. But since being in New York for the

         15  last ten years my attitude has changed. And over the

         16  last three years in particular, while I work in a

         17  small office, less than 25 people, three of my

         18  colleagues have had pretty negative experiences with

         19  the cops. The first thing was Yohance Maqubela, who

         20  because he asked for someone's badge number was

         21  beaten and detained for two days.

         22                 The second, my colleague Luisa

         23  Sanchez, who works in Washington Heights was asked

         24  for ID for simple things like walking to her car.

         25                 And the third happened in this
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          2  district, and a colleague of mine, a single mom,

          3  with a 15 year old and a 13 year old, were really

          4  psyched to find an apartment on the upper west side

          5  and get her kids in better schools, and has an

          6  experience with her 15 year old walking home from

          7  school and was picked up by the cops and driven

          8  around for an hour and a half, dropped off at 59th

          9  Street and they lived at 90th and Columbus, without

         10  any cash, really late to get home because he was on

         11  his way home from school. So, he gets home and his

         12  mother is mad because he is late, thinks he has been

         13  screwing around, and he spent the time in a cop car

         14  for no reason because he looked like somebody.

         15                 So she now has her kids come home and

         16  call the office immediately because she is afraid

         17  that they are going to run into the police.

         18                 But I am just thinking, you know,

         19  what kind of a society do we live in where a 15 year

         20  old is afraid of a cop?

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: And the last two

         22  are Beverly Dominguez, and Katwy Heru.

         23                 MS. DOMINGUEZ: Hi. My name is Beverly

         24  Dominguez. I have been living in this neighborhood

         25  for 50 years. I raised seven children as a single
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          2  parent. I have had several that have gotten into

          3  trouble, I am not going to deny it, but I am going

          4  to tell you one of my incidents.

          5                 I was working for the New York City

          6  Housing Authority. I get a phone call about 12:00 in

          7  the afternoon that one of my sons had been arrested.

          8  I leave my job, run up to the 24th Precinct, when I

          9  get there my son is sitting there and I ask the

         10  officer why was he arrested? My son was coming from

         11  CUNY University when he was going to school. He said

         12  for drugs. I said for drugs? He just left school.

         13  They said, well, for drugs, we know what we are

         14  talking about.

         15                 My son is an asthmatic. So I asked

         16  the police officer, I said he is asthmatic and he

         17  might get emotional tonight, can I go home to get

         18  his pump and come back?

         19                 He said, yes, go home and get his

         20  pump and come back. If we are not here, we are at

         21  the precinct uptown, at 125th Street and 126th

         22  Street.

         23                 I ran home, got the pump, came back

         24  with my oldest son, they were on 126th Street. When

         25  I got there they asked me do you have his pump? I
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          2  said, yes, I have his pump. They said okay, take it

          3  upstairs. I took it upstairs and I gave a police

          4  officer my son's pump. They said, okay. They looked

          5  at my older son, they said he can go home but she is

          6  staying. My son said what do you mean she is

          7  staying? Your mother is being arrested. I said for

          8  what? He said for dealing drugs. I said I just left

          9  my job. He says, no, we saw you on the block on 89th

         10  Street, you were dealing drugs. I said call my job.

         11  I got a phone call, I just left my job. They said, I

         12  am sorry, we have a witness.

         13                 At that point I was handcuffed, this

         14  was 12:30 in the afternoon. I said can I call a

         15  lawyer? No. They handcuffed me, they sat me on a

         16  chair, they took pictures of me, whatever. I am

         17  trying to get a hold of a lawyer, I was not able to

         18  talk to anybody.

         19                 I was there from 12:30 in the

         20  afternoon until 12:00 at night, when they told me

         21  come over here. I was handcuffed to one of those

         22  bars. My son was in one cell, I was in another. They

         23  unhooked me. They said have a seat on the bench. I

         24  said where am I going, downtown? He said no, you are

         25  going home. I said I am going home? I said I thought
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          2  I was arrested? He said, you are going home. So I

          3  said well I am not going home without my son. He

          4  said, you go home, we will send him home later.

          5                 An hour later my son came home with a

          6  ticket for loitering. I was in the precinct for 12

          7  hours arrested.

          8                 A couple of days later my son was on

          9  his way to school, he was going to be late, he had

         10  the cards that you go across, he didn't want to miss

         11  his test because he is graduating in June. He run

         12  across, it didn't go through. He run across again,

         13  it didn't go through, so he figured let me get over,

         14  the subway was there. Next thing I know I get a

         15  phone call, mommy, I have been arrested. For what?

         16  Jumping the turnstile. I said, okay, they will

         17  probably give you a ticket. He said, no. 24 hours

         18  later they let him out of jail. Why were you in

         19  there for so long? Because they had to find out if I

         20  had a record. He was in jail for 24 hours.

         21  Twenty-four hours, plus he was given community

         22  service for jumping over the turnstile.

         23                 This is my experience with the Police

         24  Department. They have really scared my kids. At the

         25  time when I had my first kids, they loved the
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          2  police, and now they are scared to walk down the

          3  street.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 MR. HERU: My name is Katwy Heru, and

          6  I am not a resident of this part of the upper west

          7  side, I am from another part of the upper west side,

          8  which is in the lovely village of Harlem. There are

          9  some Harlemites in the crowd.

         10                 I wanted to just say thank you, Phil,

         11  and thank you, Council Member Ronnie Eldridge, for

         12  having this forum, because we need to have a lot

         13  more of these forums throughout New York City

         14  specifically, as well as thank you to the other

         15  Council members, because the complaints are no

         16  longer falling on deaf ears, and that the pain that

         17  the people in this City are experiencing is finally

         18  being heard, and so I did want to say thank you for

         19  that.

         20                 Also, and I don't want to be too

         21  presumptuous, but I think there are members of the

         22  Biaz family here. I wanted to say thanks to you as

         23  well, and consideration to you for your particular

         24  situation you are going through, and that we all are

         25  experiencing the pain. So, when one of us is lost,
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          2  all of us feels it. So thank you.

          3                 Fortunately, I can say that I have

          4  never been arrested. I was detained when I was young

          5  once for, unfortunately the thing that most

          6  African-Americans are detained for, not having

          7  enough money at the turnstile crossing. Some way

          8  finding their way around the turnstile, so I was

          9  kind of harassed, and I am constantly harassed as an

         10  African-American for committing two crimes, and one

         11  of them I call BMW, black man walking, the other one

         12  I call DWB, driving while black. So, those two

         13  crimes I have constantly been pulled over and pulled

         14  to the side for, but not necessarily arrested for,

         15  so but I do want to say thank you to New York's

         16  finest for not putting the cuffs on me for just

         17  that.

         18                 However, what I did want to say is

         19  that what we have here in this City is an atmosphere

         20  of complacency and acquiescence, and that this

         21  atmosphere is starting to grip us all, and that this

         22  atmosphere is climbing its way across racial times,

         23  and I would like to say that I think it's as simple

         24  as matter of, well, I can go in the house and close

         25  my door, but I really think what we have here in
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          2  this City, is that people feel as if their quality

          3  of life is under siege.

          4                 I have friends of mine, personal

          5  friends of mine, who are on the police force, and

          6  they are good people, but we are not here to discuss

          7  them. We are here to talk about the good, but a

          8  system that is inherently bad, and that is really

          9  why we are here. We are here to implore the Council

         10  to take a look at some of the measures that exist

         11  that relate to that.

         12                 When I looked at the Abner Louima

         13  case, and I looked at the Anthony Biaz' and I looked

         14  at other very simple things like the Million Youth

         15  March that I attended, where the police did to these

         16  very same people that they claimed that they thought

         17  were criminals to women and children. And so, I have

         18  been forced to look at where that is coming from,

         19  because as part of my SAT work in the Hierarchical

         20  Society, where things come from the top down, and

         21  the people that are on the bottom of that are these

         22  very same women and children, and we are

         23  experiencing that on a daily basis, and an issue

         24  like the Million Youth March just brings it to the

         25  forefront for me. And then I look at Amadou Diallo.
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          2  Now understand this, I was fortunate enough, because

          3  I am like fortunate enough to make just a little bit

          4  more money, and happened to be in Trinidad when I

          5  heard this happened, and people were like, what's

          6  going on in the states? And I really was at a loss

          7  for words, and it is sad to be from a country that

          8  is supposed to have such a high level of freedom

          9  where you continue to see things like this happen

         10  nationally. But I am not here to talk about that.

         11  What I am here to do is to urge the Council to enact

         12  legislation, and hold hearings like these, on the

         13  same issue, but before passing out legislation, have

         14  another hearing. Let us hear what you come up with.

         15  Let us give you some feedback. See, because this is

         16  supposed to be a city of the people. The people are

         17  supposed to be putting this thing together.

         18                 And my last point is that I would

         19  like to urge you to give the city back to the people

         20  and take it out of the hands of a few racists. I

         21  know we heard that word, but it is racist,

         22  dictatorial over people.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you very

         24  much.

         25                 MR. HERU: One more point. And then to
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          2  stand up and deliver it, this city, back to us, who

          3  are the people, which is really what the quality of

          4  life of the city is all about.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you. We

          7  have one more person to speak from the Labor Chorus.

          8                 There are two other hearings that are

          9  going on, one is tomorrow at the Gay and Lesbian

         10  Center, and it starts at 7:00 --

         11                 SPEAKER FROM AUDIENCE: Where?

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: At the Gay and

         13  Lesbian Community Center, 1 Little West 12th Street;

         14  and then at Riverside Church on Thursday, which I

         15  believe starts at actually 5:00 -- 4:00.

         16                 Laura Friedman from the Labor Chorus.

         17                 MS. FRIEDMAN: The Labor Chorus is

         18  very honored to be sitting here today because we

         19  feel so strongly about this cause.

         20                 We express our solidarity through

         21  song. The Labor Chorus is six years old, it has over

         22  100 members. We only have a representative group

         23  today. We represent over 30 locals in New York City

         24  area, people who are retired, people who are

         25  employed, people who are working where there are no
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          2  unions.

          3                 So, we hope that you will sing with

          4  us if you know the songs, and we hope that you will

          5  understand our expression of solidarity with this

          6  very important cause.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 (Chorus performed.)

          9                 (Hearing concluded at 9:15 p.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 15th day of March 1999.
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