Staff:   Aysha Schomburg, Counsel



Jan Atwell, Policy Analyst


Joan Povolny, Policy Analyst


Christina Perrotti, Finance Analyst


Madina Nizamitidin, Finance Analyst
[image: image1.png]



T H E  C O U N C I L

REPORT OF THE HUMAN SERVICES DIVISION

Matthew Gewolb, Legislative Director
COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

Council Member Daniel Dromm, Chair

July 23, 2014
PROPOSED INT. NO. 131-A:                       
By Council Members Cornegy, Deutsch, Constantinides, Johnson, Vallone, Ferreras, Lancman, Vacca, Espinal, Menchaca, Greenfield, Reynoso, Treyger, Gentile, Maisel, Cumbo, Eugene, Rosenthal, Lander, Levin, Barron, Arroyo, Palma, Koslowitz, Williams, Koo, Dickens, Chin, King, Levine, Miller, Richards, Rose, Torres, Van Bramer, Dromm, Cabrera, Cohen, Mealy, Mendez, Kallos, Rodriguez, Gibson, Crowley, Ulrich, Ignizio, Matteo and the Public Advocate (Ms. James)
TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to door alarms in school buildings.
CITY CHARTER:
Amends section 528.
INTRODUCTION

Today, July 23, 2014, the Committee will consider Proposed Int. No. 131-A.  Recently, on Thursday, June 12, 2014, the Committee on Education, chaired by Council Member Daniel Dromm, heard testimony on Int. No. 131, a local law to amend the New York city charter in relation to requiring the New York City Department of Education (DOE) to equip all exit doors with an alarm system in all elementary school buildings and all buildings accommodating D75 programs. At that time numerous advocates, parents and DOE representatives expressed support and concerns related to the original bill.  Proposed Int. No. 131-A reflects the input received by those in the educational community.   This amended legislation requires the DOE, in consultation with the Police Department (NYPD), to evaluate and prioritize the installation of door alarms linked to the exterior doors of school buildings under DOE jurisdiction, including those buildings serving grades pre-kindergarten through five or a district 75 program.  These alarms should provide an audible alert indicating an unauthorized departure from the school building.
ANALYSIS
Section one of Proposed Int. No. 131-A would amend the New York City Charter (the Charter) by adding “other security measures” to update the title of section 528 to now read: “The installation and operation of security cameras and other security measures in New York city public schools.” Section one of Proposed Int.No.131-A would also amend the subtitle of subdivision a of such section 528 to read “Installation of security cameras and door alarms.”  The legislation would require the DOE, in consultation with the NYPD, to install door alarms at schools and consolidated school locations operated by the DOE where the Chancellor, in consultation with the Police Department deems such door alarms to be appropriate for safety purposes.  Proposed Int. No. 131-A would require that door alarms be placed at the discretion of the DOE, in consultation with the NYPD, at the exterior doors of school buildings under the jurisdiction of the DOE, including buildings serving grades pre-kindergarten through five or a district 75 program.  The legislation would require that such alarms should provide an audible indicating an unauthorized departure from the school building.  Proposed Int. No. 131-A would provide that for the purposes of this section of the Charter,  “district 75 program” shall mean a department of education program that provides educational, vocational, and behavioral support programs for students with severe disabilities from pre-kindergarten through age twenty-one.  
New subdivision c of section 528 of the Charter would require the Department of Education, in consultation with the Police Department, to evaluate and set priorities for the installation of door alarms as provided in subdivision a of such section 528.  The bill would require that by May 30, 2015, the DOE shall complete its evaluation for all schools under its jurisdiction, including buildings serving grades pre-kindergarten through five or a district 75 program.  The legislation would require that by May 30, 2015, the DOE shall submit a report to the Speaker of the Council that describes the results of the evaluation conducted pursuant to this subdivision, including, but not limited to, a list of the school buildings where the installation of door alarms has been deemed to be an appropriate safety measure and a timeline for such installation.  
New subdivision d of section 528 of the Charter would require that no later than May 30, 2015, and annually thereafter, the DOE shall submit to the Speaker of the Council a report regarding training on student safety protocols for DOE personnel.  Proposed Int. No. 131-A would require that such report shall include, but need not be limited to: (1) general details on the type and scope of the training administered, (2)  the intended audience for each training, and (3) whether such training was mandatory for certain personnel.  
The second bill section of Proposed Int. No. 131-A, would provide that this local law take effect immediately.  

Technical correction:  The second bill section, containing the enactment clause, should read § 2. not § 3.
PAGE  
4

