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PRECONSIDERED INT. NO.	By Council Member Gennaro
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ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:	Adds new section 24-184

PRECONSIDERED INT. NO.	By Council Member Gennaro
TITLE:	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the creation of a comprehensive stormwater plan and a stormwater dashboard
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:	Adds a new section 24-503.3

RES. NO. 84	By Council Members Gennaro and Ung
TITLE:	Resolution calling on the New York State Legislature to pass, and Governor to sign, legislation to create a permanent, citywide voluntary buyout program to mitigate flood risk

I. INTRODUCTION

On December 17, 2024, the Committee on Environmental Protection, Resiliency, and Waterfronts (the “Committee”), chaired by Council Member James F. Gennaro, will hold a hearing on the New York City drought. The Committee will also hear: Preconsidered Int. No., sponsored by Council Member Gennaro, in relation to the creation of a comprehensive stormwater plan and a stormwater dashboard; Preconsidered Int. No., sponsored by Council Member Gennaro, in relation to establishing a program that transfers liability for certain engine idling violations to lessees of vehicles; and Res. No. 84, sponsored by Council Member Gennaro, calling on the New York State Legislature to pass, and Governor to sign, legislation to create a permanent, citywide voluntary buyout program to mitigate flood risk. The Committee welcomes testimony from DEP and interested members of the public.

II. BACKGROUND

The New York City Drought

	In meteorological terms, drought can be defined as a shortfall in precipitation compared to normal levels, though the determination of a drought status can be more complex, and include considerations of surface water levels, aquifer levels, reservoir storage levels, precipitation forecasts, and long term weather outlooks.[footnoteRef:1] Fall 2024 concluded as one of the driest in the recorded history of New York City,[footnoteRef:2] with 1.58 inches of rain measured in Central Park during September, and 0.01 inches during October,[footnoteRef:3] making it not only the City’s driest October in recorded history, but also the lowest recorded rainfall in a calendar month for the City.[footnoteRef:4] Between September 30 and October 29, 2024, the City recorded no rainfall at the Central Park weather monitoring station, the second most consecutive days without rain since 1924.[footnoteRef:5]  [1:  New York Stater Department of Environmental Conservation. Drought. https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/water/water-quantity/drought ]  [2:  Matt Brickman. NYC Continues driest fall since 1800s with near-record temps Monday. NBC New York. October 20, 2024. https://www.nbcnewyork.com/weather/nyc-weather-october-dry-sunny/5906049/ ]  [3:  United States National Weather Service. Monthly and Annual Precipitation at Central Park. https://www.weather.gov/media/okx/Climate/CentralPark/monthlyannualprecip.pdf ]  [4:  NBC New York. October ends as NYC's driest month on record, while continued drought fuels fire fears. October 31, 2024. https://www.nbcnewyork.com/weather/october-nyc-driest-month-drought-fire/5942667/ ]  [5:  United States National Weather Service. Consecutive Days with/without Precipitation at Central Park (1869 to Present). https://www.weather.gov/media/okx/Climate/CentralPark/ConsecutiveDayswithwithoutPrecip.pdf ] 

	Coupled with unseasonably high temperatures, strong winds, and the abundance of flammable material from fallen leaves, the lack of rain has resulted in an unprecedented number of brush fires citywide.[footnoteRef:6] Between November 1, and November 14, 2024, the New York City Fire Department responded to 271 brush fires, the highest recorded number of brush fires in a 2 week period in the City’s history, leading the agency to convene its first ever brush fire taskforce.[footnoteRef:7] Major brush fires erupted across a number of City parks, including: on November 8, when a brush fire broke out in Brooklyn’s Prospect Park, damaging 2 acres of native forest near the park’s Neathermead Meadow;[footnoteRef:8] on November 13, when a brushfire broke out in Manhattan’s Inwood Hill Park, burning 4 acres of parkland, and requiring a response from 140 emergency personnel; [footnoteRef:9]  and on November 19, when a brush fire broke out in Manhattan’s Highbridge Park, which burned approximately 15 acres, and required response from 138 emergency personnel.[footnoteRef:10] Wildfires across New York State and New Jersey also resulted in the issuance of air quality alerts due to high levels of particulate matter in the air from wildfire smoke, with the air quality index hitting a high of 201, considered unhealthy for all groups, on November 9, 2024.[footnoteRef:11]  [6:  New York City Fire Department. Fire Commissioner Robert S. Tucker Announces the Department’s First Ever Brush Fire Task Force. November 17, 2024. https://www.nyc.gov/site/fdny/news/047-24/fire-commissioner-robert-s-tucker-the-department-s-first-ever-brush-fire-task-force#/0 ]  [7:  Id. ]  [8:  Andrew Giambrone, Stephen Rex Brown and Herb Pinder. Brush fires in Brooklyn, throughout the NYC region bring haze and smoke-tinged air. Gothamist. November 8, 2024. https://gothamist.com/news/fdny-tackling-brush-fire-in-prospect-park-with-nyc-under-drought-conditions ]  [9:  Shayla Colon. Brush Fire Under Control in Inwood Hill Park in Manhattan. New York Times. November 13,2024. https://www.nytimes.com/2024/11/13/nyregion/inwood-hill-park-fire-nyc.html ]  [10:  Brush fire in Washington Heights under control, FDNY says. ABC News. November 19, 2024. https://abc7ny.com/post/fdny-battling-brush-fire-harlem-amid-drought-warning-nyc/15560470/ ]  [11:  Matthew Villafane, Matthew DeLucia. Air quality alert issued in New York, New Jersey due to brush fire smoke.  CBS New York. November 10, 2024. https://www.cbsnews.com/newyork/news/nyc-air-quality-brush-fires-saturday-nov-9-2024/ ] 

	The sustained lack of rainfall is also likely to negatively affect the City’s street trees.[footnoteRef:12] According to Nina Browne, community field manager at the Brooklyn Botanic Garden, insufficient water is the leading cause of death for street trees.[footnoteRef:13] Dehydration can lead to hormonal imbalances in trees, negatively affecting their ability to form buds for spring growth, while drought stressed trees are not only more attractive to pest insects that feed on them, but also more likely to succumb to the effects of an infestation.[footnoteRef:14] Young street trees require at least 15 to 20 gallons of water per week, equivalent to about an inch of rain, for optimal growth, and local arborists recommend that City residents consider providing supplemental water to their neighborhood street trees when seasonally appropriate.[footnoteRef:15] In addition to watering curbside trees, local residents seeking to help their neighborhood trees survive the drought can consider lightly scratching the surface of the soil bed to reduce compaction and improve water infiltration, and applying a layer of wood mulch to tree beds, taking care to leave approximately 8 inches of clearance around the tree trunk.[footnoteRef:16] [12:  Rosemary Misdary. Drought presents dire threat to NYC's street trees, arborists say. Gothamist. November 30, 2024. ]  [13:  Id. ]  [14:  Id. ]  [15:  Id. ]  [16:  Id. ] 


NYC Watershed 

NYC’s potable water is sourced from 3 watersheds, the Catskill, Delaware, and Croton watersheds, which encompass approximately 2,000 square miles.[footnoteRef:17] These watersheds convey surface water, including rain and snow to rivers and streams that are collected in a network of reservoirs and controlled lakes (see figure 1, below).[footnoteRef:18] The Catskill and Delaware systems provide approximately 90% of the City’s water supply under normal circumstances,[footnoteRef:19] while the Croton System supplies approximately 10% of the City’s water supply.[footnoteRef:20] Overall, the City’s drinking water infrastructure conveys approximately 1 billion gallons of water per day to NYC residents and over 1 million gallons per day to parts of Westchester, Putnam, Orange, and Ulster counties.  These watersheds received approximately 1.36 inches of rain during the month of September 2024, compared to a historical monthly average of 4.72 inches,[footnoteRef:21]  and 0.87 inches of rain in October, compared to a historical average of 4.24 inches.[footnoteRef:22] While November rainfall totals across the watershed measured 3.77 inches, slightly higher than the historical average of 3.41 inches, current total storage capacity of the City’s reservoir network is at 59.7% as of December 5, 2024, when storage capacity at this time of year is generally above 80%.[footnoteRef:23]  [17:  NYC Department of Environmental Protection. NYC’s Reservoir System. https://www.nyc.gov/html/nycwater/html/drinking/reservoir.shtml ]  [18:  National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine; Division on Earth and Life Studies; Water Science and Technology Board; Committee to Review the New York City Watershed Protection Program. Review of the New York City Watershed Protection Program. Washington (DC): National Academies Press (US); 2020 Aug 10. 3, New York City’s Water Supply System: Past, Present, and Future. https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK566285/ ]  [19:  Id. ]  [20:  Id. ]  [21:  New York City Department of Environmental Protection. Water Supply Reservoir Levels. https://web.archive.org/web/20241008120118/https://www.nyc.gov/site/dep/water/reservoir-levels.page ]  [22:    New York City Department of Environmental Protection. Water Supply Reservoir Levels. https://www.nyc.gov/site/dep/water/reservoir-levels.page ]  [23:  Id. ] 

Meteorological Conditions Contributing to the Drought
The lack of rain across the Northeast United States is related to a persistent pattern of high pressure in the atmosphere above the region, which can block and redirect storm systems that would otherwise deliver rain to the area.[footnoteRef:24] Compounding the lack of rain, unseasonably warm temperatures across the region can accelerate the rate at which water evaporates from the ground, further exacerbating drought conditions.[footnoteRef:25] According to the National Weather Service’s National Integrated Drought Information System (NIDIS) Northeast regional outlook, last updated on November 14th, multiple sites across the region have accumulated rainfall deficits from 5-9 inches since September 1st, with deficits likely to continue building due to the low likelihood of above average rainfall in the forecast.[footnoteRef:26] As of November 12, 2024, approximately 93% of the Northeast is experiencing abnormally dry conditions, or in a state of moderate to severe drought.[footnoteRef:27] According to the National Weather Service’s monthly precipitation outlook, New York City has a 33 – 40% chance of receiving a below average amount of rainfall during December 2024.[footnoteRef:28] The 3 month outlook published on November 21, 2024, shows that the City has an equal chance of receiving an above or below average amount of precipitation.[footnoteRef:29] 
 [24:  Sophia Schmidt. What to know about climate change and drought in the Philly region. WHYY.org. November 14, 2024. https://whyy.org/articles/philadelphia-region-drought-climate-change-what-to-know/ ]  [25:  Id. ]  [26:  National Integrated Drought Information System. Drought Status Update for the Northeast. November 14, 2024. https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates/drought-status-update-northeast-2024-11-14 ]  [27:  Id. ]  [28:  United States National Weather Service. Monthly Precipitation Outlook for December 2024. https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead14/off15_prcp.gif ]  [29:  National Weather Service. Seasonal Precipitation Outlook. Dec-Jan- Feb 2024-25. https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead01/off01_prcp.gif ] 

[image: ]Figure 1: New York City’s Water Supply System[footnoteRef:30] [30:  New York State Department of Environmental Conservation. New York City Water Supply System https://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/25599.html ] 


Map of New York City’s drinking water supply system, showing the locations of the Catskill, Delaware, and Croton watersheds, including major reservoirs, distribution infrastructure connecting the watersheds to the City, as well as the main tunnels distributing water around the City itself.


Drought Preparedness and Response
	The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) divides the state into 9 drought regions, which are determined using drainage basin or watershed boundaries, and county lines. Based on monitoring of reservoir levels, surface and groundwater levels, precipitation forecasts, and other factors, each region is assigned a determination of normal drought status, signifying no drought, or one of four 4 advisory levels: drought watch, warning, emergency, and disaster.[footnoteRef:31]A drought watch is declared when drought conditions are developing, and involves no restrictions on water usage, though public water suppliers may begin public outreach.[footnoteRef:32] DEC declares a drought warning when “impending and imminent severe drought conditions” manifest, at which point local agencies are advised to prepare plans for a potential emergency declaration.[footnoteRef:33] A drought emergency declaration would not be issued by DEC, but rather the New York State Disaster Preparedness Commission, and indicates “existing severe and persistent drought conditions.”[footnoteRef:34] Under a drought emergency, public water suppliers may declare mandatory water conservation measures.[footnoteRef:35] A drought disaster would be declared by the Governor “when a significant portion of communities in the impacted area are unable to address local needs adequately,”[footnoteRef:36] at which point communities may be required to tap alternative water sources to avoid depleting the municipal water supply.[footnoteRef:37] As of December 9, 2024, 7 of the state’s drought regions are under a drought watch advisory level, and 2 regions, encompassing New York City, Westchester, and the watersheds supplying the City’s potable water, are under a drought warning advisory level.[footnoteRef:38]   [31:  New York State Department of Environmental Conservation. Current Drought Conditions. https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/water/water-quantity/current-drought-conditions ]  [32:  Steven Winkley. The Four Stages of Drought Response in New York. New York Rural Water Association. https://www.nyruralwater.org/sites/default/files/winkley_1.pdf ]  [33:  Id. ]  [34:  Id. ]  [35:  Id. ]  [36:  Id. ]  [37: New York State Department of Environmental Conservation. Current Drought Conditions. https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/water/water-quantity/current-drought-conditions]  [38:  Id. ] 

	Some local governments within the state also make their own determinations of drought stage using different criteria. This is true in New York City, where DEP makes drought status determinations based on the probability of the reservoirs being full by the following June,[footnoteRef:39] considering the historical record, overall water storage balances, weather patterns, use forecasts, and other factors, in consultation with the New York State Drought Management Task Force and the New York State Disaster Preparedness Commission.[footnoteRef:40]  [39:  New York Stater Department of Environmental Conservation. Drought. https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/water/water-quantity/drought ]  [40:  NYC Hazard Mitigation Plan. Drought. https://nychazardmitigation.com/documentation/hazard-profiles/drought/ ] 

	With drought conditions affecting New York City as well as the City’s drinking water supply, Mayor Eric Adams and DEP issued a citywide drought watch on November 2, 2024, which is the first of 3 water conservation levels the City may declare, and which may be escalated to a drought warning, or, subsequently, a drought emergency, as conditions evolve.[footnoteRef:41] Under a drought watch, City agencies are directed to refresh protocols for preparing to reduce water consumption, with DEP expanding leak detection and repair, and hydrant surveillance programs.[footnoteRef:42] City residents are asked to voluntarily conserve water, and advised to exercise additional caution when undertaking certain construction activities, particularly near flammable material, remove litter and excess brush from sidewalks abutting residences and businesses, and engage in water conservation activities. Such activities include reporting leaking or open fire hydrants to 311, reducing the length of showers and number of toilet flushes when practicable, avoiding running the tap unnecessarily, fixing leaks, and only running dishwashers and laundry machines when full.[footnoteRef:43] On November 9, the Adams Administration announced a ban on grilling in public parks, and reminded City residents that smoking and other sources of open flame are illegal in public parks.[footnoteRef:44]   [41:  NYC.gov. Mayor Adams Issues Citywide Drought Watch, Orders City Agencies to Develop Water Conservation Plans, Urges New Yorkers to Start Conserving Water. November 2, 2024.  https://www.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/807-24/mayor-adams-issues-citywide-drought-watch-orders-city-agencies-develop-water-conservation   ]  [42:  Id. ]  [43:  Id. ]  [44: NYC Office of the Mayor.  Mayor Adams Bans Grilling in Parks, Reminds New Yorkers to Take Additional Precautions and Conserve Water Amidst Elevated Fire Risk and Historic Drought. November 9, 2024. https://www.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/822-24/mayor-adams-bans-grilling-parks-reminds-new-yorkers-take-additional-precautions-conserve ] 

	On November 18, with a deficit of nearly 8 inches of rain across the watershed, the Adams administration announced that the drought watch was being elevated to a drought warning, triggering requirements that City agencies begin certain water conservation measures, including the following:[footnoteRef:45]  [45:  NYC Office of the Mayor. Mayor Adams Elevates Drought Level to Warning, Pauses Delaware Aqueduct Repair Project, Orders City Agencies to Implement Water-Saving Measures and New Yorkers to Continue Conserving Water. November 18, 2024. https://www.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/839-24/mayor-adams-elevates-drought-level-warning-pauses-delaware-aqueduct-repair-project-orders-city#/0 ] 

· DSNY – Suspend street flushing activities, and reduce fleet washing.
· NYPD/FDNY – Assist in closure of illegally opened fire hydrants, and reduce fleet washing.
· Parks – Cease replenishment of water in fountains, ponds, and lakes, except in those that contain fish or other wildlife.
· NYCHA/HPD – Engage in surveying for leaks and complete necessary repair work, install low-flow plumbing fixtures, and limit lawn watering.
· MTA – Reduce fleet washing. 
· DOE – Engage in drought awareness education campaigns for students.
· DCAS – Engage in in surveying for leaks and complete necessary repair work on City buildings, and cease building washing activities. 
	The Mayor also announced that the shutdown of the Delaware Aqueduct for leak repair, which was slated to begin in October 2024,[footnoteRef:46] would be temporarily halted until 2025.[footnoteRef:47] On November 20, the Adams administration, FDNY, and Parks Department announced that the City was suspending the issuance of fireworks and open flame permits citywide, cancelling previously-issued permits for fireworks displays and open flames in city parks, and reviewing previously-issued permits for such activities in or over city streets or waterways on a case-by-case basis.[footnoteRef:48] [46:  NYC DEP. The Delaware Aqueduct Repair Project and its Impacts on Watershed Communities. https://www.nyc.gov/site/dep/whats-new/delaware-aqueduct-shutdown-impact-upstate.page ]  [47:  NYC Office of the Mayor. Mayor Adams Elevates Drought Level to Warning, Pauses Delaware Aqueduct Repair Project, Orders City Agencies to Implement Water-Saving Measures and New Yorkers to Continue Conserving Water. November 18, 2024. https://www.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/839-24/mayor-adams-elevates-drought-level-warning-pauses-delaware-aqueduct-repair-project-orders-city#/0]  [48:  New York City Office of the Mayor. Mayor Adams Suspends Open Flame and Firework Permits Citywide Amid Declared Drought Warning, High Fire Risk. November 20, 2024. https://www.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/848-24/mayor-adams-suspends-open-flame-firework-permits-citywide-declared-drought-warning-high ] 

	 Under a drought warning, city residents are asked to continue voluntary water usage reductions, but are not subject to any mandatory usage reduction requirements. The last time New York City declared a drought warning was between January 27, 2002 and April 1, 2002, when the warning was upgraded to an emergency that lasted for 7 months.[footnoteRef:49] Drought conditions in New York City in the early 2000s did not subside until January 3, 2003.[footnoteRef:50] [49:  NYC Department of Environmental Protection. Historical Drought & Water Consumption Data. https://www.nyc.gov/site/dep/water/history-of-drought-water-consumption.page.]  [50:  Id.] 


Water Shortage Emergency Declaration
	A drought severe enough to warrant the declaration of a water shortage emergency triggers mandatory water conservation requirements for the public, with sanctions and fines for non-compliance.[footnoteRef:51] A water shortage emergency can be declared by the DEP Commissioner when “there is a reasonable probability of a shortage of City water, or an expected shortage of City water, that would threaten public health and safety absent the implementation of measures to reduce water consumption.”[footnoteRef:52] A water shortage emergency can be declared in 3 stages, with increasingly stringent usage reduction requirements at each stage.[footnoteRef:53]  [51:  Id. ]  [52:  Rules of the City of New York. Chapter 21. Water Shortage Emergency Rules. https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/newyorkcity/latest/NYCrules/0-0-0-132819 ]  [53:  Id. ] 

	Under a Stage 1 water shortage emergency, City residents are prohibited from any form of wasting city water on private property, and subject to mandatory usage reduction requirements including the following:[footnoteRef:54] [54:  Id. ] 

· The washing of vehicles, sidewalks, and paved surfaces is prohibited unless mandated by law or necessary for health or safety.
· The use of City water in decorative features like fountains, waterfalls, or ponds is prohibited unless the water body supports pre-existing animal habitats.
· The watering of lawns and gardens, is subject to time restrictions and only allowed on certain days of the week allotted based on the last digit of a property’s street address, except that newly planted turf may be watered on the day of planting and on the two days thereafter.
· Restaurants and similar establishments may only serve water upon a patron’s request.
· Nurseries, golf courses, playgrounds and athletic fields must reduce water use for non-turf plants by a set percentage compared to the same month in the previous year. 
· Facilities using 100,000+ gallons per day (e.g., bottling plants, hotels) are required to reduce usage by 5% per month for each site or demonstrate an equivalent total reduction across all operations.
	Under a stage 2 or 3 water shortage emergency, nurseries, golf courses, playgrounds, athletic fields, and facilities using 100,000+ gallons of water per day, are subject to increasingly stringent usage reduction requirements.[footnoteRef:55] Additionally, under a stage 3 water emergency, air conditioning units that utilize City water sources cannot be used to cool a room below 79 degrees Fahrenheit with exceptions for healthcare facilities, and when essential for the continuous operation of electronic data processing equipment.[footnoteRef:56]  [55:  Id. ]  [56:  Id. ] 

Violators of mandatory water usage reduction requirements are subject to fines and penalties of not less than fifty nor more than one thousand dollars for each violation, with cases adjudicated by the Office of Administrative Trials and Hearings (OATH).[footnoteRef:57] Failure to correct a leak and waste notice within the compliance period may result in a fine of up to $50 per day after a hearing opportunity, in addition to other penalties potentially issued by OATH.[footnoteRef:58] If issues persist despite notice and the opportunity for a hearing, DEP may install a flow restrictor or terminate water service to the property.[footnoteRef:59] DEP may also shut off water with no notice when a leak exists, or when emergency action is necessary to protect the water supply or public health.[footnoteRef:60] Upon the declaration of a water shortage emergency, the Commissioner may also request that the Water Board consider the adoption of a Water Shortage Emergency contingency rate plan, which further incentivizes water conservation by raising water rates for a duration that the Water Board in its sole discretion deems appropriate.[footnoteRef:61]   [57:  Id. ]  [58:  Id. ]  [59:  Id. ]  [60:  Id. ]  [61:  Id.] 


III. LEGISLATION
Preconsidered Int. No.

This bill would establish a transfer of liability program allowing the lessor of a vehicle to register vehicles used by lessees and transfer liability for a violation of section 24-163 to the lessee who had use of the vehicle at the time of the violation. DEP may charge a fee to lessors for participation in the program. Additionally, DEP would be required to establish the program by rule no later than 1 year after the effective date of this bill.
This bill would take effect immediately.

Preconsidered Int. No. 
	New York City has a design criterion that its stormwater sewers should have sufficient capacity to manage 1.75 inches of rainfall per hour. This capacity may no longer be sufficient as climate change has likely increased the frequency of extreme rainfall in the City. Therefore, this bill would require that DEP develop a comprehensive stormwater plan by July 1, 2028. The plan would recommend an expected level of performance at which the stormwater system should be able to manage rainfall both in and out of the 10-year rainfall flood risk area. The plan would also identify projects or policies needed to achieve the recommended level of performance, recommend short- and long-term stormwater management projects to reduce stormwater flooding, and propose measures for the mitigation of stormwater flooding on private property. 
	Before the publication of the comprehensive stormwater plan, DEP would be required to develop an online dashboard that indicates: the status of the plan; any completed preliminary components of the plan; the status of capital stormwater projects; the 10-year rainfall flood risk area; and other relevant pieces of information. After publication of the comprehensive stormwater plan, the dashboard would be updated to reflect the final plan, a description of the recommended levels of performance for the stormwater system, and the status of projects and policies recommended by the plan. DEP would be required to update the dashboard at least once annually.
This bill would take effect immediately. 

Res. No. 84
This resolution calls on the New York State Legislature to pass, and Governor to sign, legislation to create a permanent, citywide voluntary buyout program to mitigate flood risk.
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Preconsidered Int. No.

By Council Member Gennaro

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to establishing a program that transfers liability for certain engine idling violations to lessees of vehicles

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


	Section 1. Subchapter 9 of chapter 1 of title 24 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 24-184 to read as follows:
	§ 24-184 Vehicle lessee liability. a. Definitions. As used in this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
	Lessee. The term “lessee” means any person that rents, bails, leases or contracts for the use of one or more vehicles and has the exclusive use thereof for any period of time. 
	Lessor. The term “lessor” means any person engaged in the business of renting or leasing vehicles to any lessee under a rental agreement, lease or otherwise, pursuant to which the lessee has the exclusive use of the vehicle for any period of time. 
	b. No later than 1 year after the effective date of the local law that added this section, the commissioner shall establish by rule a program that (i) permits a lessor to register vehicles used by lessees and (ii) for vehicles registered in the program, transfers liability for a violation of section 24-163 to the lessee if the lessor identifies the lessee who had use of the vehicle at the time of the violation. The commissioner may set a fee for participation in such program.
	§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately 
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Preconsidered Int. No.

By Council Member Gennaro

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the creation of a comprehensive stormwater plan and a stormwater dashboard

..Body
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


[bookmark: _Hlk172883922]	Section 1. Chapter 5 of title 24 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 24-503.3 to read as follows:
§ 24-503.3 Comprehensive stormwater plan and stormwater dashboard. a. Definitions. As used in this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Department. The term “department” means the department of environmental protection.	
Level of service. The term “level of service” means the expected performance of the stormwater system to capture and divert rainfall and minimize street flooding.
b. Comprehensive stormwater plan. No later than July 1, 2028, the department shall, in consultation with the office of long-term planning and sustainability, develop a comprehensive stormwater plan covering the entire city. Such plan shall: identify the 10-year rainfall flood risk area, as defined in section 24-809, and recommend levels of service for such area and for outside such area; identify projects or policy changes needed to provide the recommended levels of service; recommend short- and long-term stormwater management projects with priority given to projects that address the areas most vulnerable to stormwater flooding; recommend measures owners of private property could adopt to mitigate stormwater flooding; and recommend any other measures that should be taken to mitigate stormwater flooding.
c. Stormwater dashboard. 1. No later than July 1, 2026 the department shall create and maintain a stormwater dashboard on the department’s website. 
2. Before the department publishes the comprehensive stormwater plan required pursuant to subdivision b, such dashboard shall: indicate the status of such plan; indicate the status of capital stormwater management projects; indicate the flood risk area maps created pursuant to section 24-809 or provide a reference to such maps; and provide recommendations of measures that owners of private property could adopt to mitigate stormwater flooding. As proposed components of the comprehensive stormwater plan are completed, they shall be posted on the dashboard in accordance with a schedule established by the department.
3. After the department publishes such comprehensive stormwater plan, such dashboard shall include a copy of the comprehensive stormwater plan, a description of the recommended levels of service that apply to different areas of the city, and the current status of all projects, policy changes or other measures recommended by the comprehensive stormwater plan. Should a project, policy change, or other measure be determined to no longer be recommended, or is otherwise not likely be completed, then such project, policy change, or other measure shall remain listed on such dashboard, with its status indicated as appropriate.
4. Such dashboard shall be updated no less than once annually. 
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.



AGB/BJR
LS #18508	
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Res. No. 84

..Title
Resolution calling on the New York State Legislature to pass, and Governor to sign, legislation to create a permanent, citywide voluntary buyout program to mitigate flood risk.
..Body

By Council Members Gennaro and Ung

Whereas, Flooding caused by extreme weather threatens to damage or destroy thousands of homes in New York City (the City); and
Whereas, In 2012, Hurricane Sandy hit the City with a storm surge that flooded 17 percent of the City’s landmass, which included more than 300,000 homes and critical infrastructure such as hospitals and the Brooklyn-Battery tunnel; and
Whereas, The storm surge was especially devastating in coastal areas, such as the Coney Island peninsula, where the flood waters reached a depth of 11 feet above ground level, and on the South Shore of Staten Island, where they reached a depth of 14 feet; and
Whereas, These conditions damaged over 69,000 residential units, killed 44 New Yorkers and cost an estimated $19 billion in lost economic activity and property damage; and
Whereas, To repair the damage from Hurricane Sandy, the City received over $17 billion in federal relief spending, which included $9.9 billion from the Federal Emergency Management Agency Public Assistance program and $4.2 billion from the Community Development Block Grant Disaster Relief (CDBG-DR) program; and
Whereas, The City’s Build it Back (BIB) Single Family Program, which used CDBG-DR dollars to pay contractors to rebuild single family homes damaged by Hurricane Sandy, had begun assisting only 686 of the roughly 20,000 program applicants by August 2014, nearly two years after the storm struck the City; and
Whereas, Some BIB Single Family Program repairs were not completed until 2021, nearly 10 years after Hurricane Sandy occurred; and
Whereas, Climate change will likely cause extreme weather like Hurricane Sandy to occur more often and with greater intensity; and
Whereas, The New York City Panel on Climate Change has warned that the City will likely experience an increase in chronic tidal flooding and coastal storms over the course of the next century; and
Whereas, These trends may increase the frequency with which extreme weather forces New Yorkers living in high-risk flood zones to rebuild their homes; and
Whereas, Many New Yorkers struggle to rebuild their homes after damage from extreme weather despite federal assistance; and
Whereas, New York State (the State) can mitigate the monetary and human costs of extreme weather by offering to purchase homes at high risk of flooding through voluntary buyout programs, which allow homeowners to resettle in low-risk flood zones and escape the cycle of rebuilding and displacement caused by extreme weather; and 
Whereas, Voluntary buyout programs also safeguard communities against future storms, as purchased properties are typically transformed into natural, open space storm water management systems; and
Whereas, Although the State administered the voluntary New York State Acquisition for Redevelopment buyout program after Hurricane Sandy, the program was limited and offered to purchase homes located in only two neighborhoods in the borough of Staten Island; and
Whereas, Homeowners in all five boroughs live at high risk of flood damage and should have the choice to mitigate their risk by selling their property to the State; and 
Whereas, The State could likely fund a permanent, citywide voluntary buyout program with new state and federal grant and loan programs; and
Whereas, In November, 2022, New York State voters approved the Clean Water, Clean Air and Green Jobs Environmental Bond Act, which will raise $4.2 billion to pay for climate change mitigation and greenhouse gas abatement projects, up to $250 million of which may be spent on voluntary private property buyouts; and
Whereas, The federal Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities program, which received $1 billion in funding from the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act of 2021 (IIJA), and the federal Safeguarding Tomorrow through Ongoing Risk Mitigation act, which received $500 million in funding from IIJA, can help states pay for the mitigation of natural hazards through measures such as voluntary buyout programs; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls on the New York State Legislature to pass, and Governor to sign, legislation to create a permanent, citywide voluntary buyout program to mitigate flood risk.
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