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          1  COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

          2                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Good morning,

          3  and welcome, everyone. Today is a beautiful, warm

          4  day outside. It's sunny and it's not raining. And

          5  today is June the 5th, I believe, of 2007. Today the

          6  Education Committee will be voting to override the

          7  Mayor's veto on proposed Intro. No. 83-A, a bill

          8  that will expand whistle-blower protection for

          9  public employees.

         10                 Currently, the New York City

         11  Administrative Code protects officers, all employees

         12  of City agencies, from retaliation when reporting

         13  conduct involving corruption, criminal activity,

         14  conflict of interest, gross mismanagement, abuse of

         15  authority. Proposed Intro. No. 83-A would amend the

         16  existing whistle-blower law to include instances

         17  where a public employee is retaliated against for

         18  making a report of information concerning conduct

         19  that he or she knows, or reasonably believes,

         20  presents a substantial and specific risk of harm to

         21  the health, safety and educational welfare of a

         22  child.

         23                 We have had two hearings on this

         24  bill. One on March the 2nd, 2006, and the other on

         25  April the 11th, 2007. The bill was adopted by the
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          2  full Council on April the 12th, 2007, and was later

          3  vetoed by the Mayor on May 11th, 2007.

          4                 I've already stated several times

          5  that we have to do everything in our power and

          6  authority to protect the children of our great City.

          7  Proposed Intro No. 83-A is an important step in this

          8  direction.

          9                 So, without any further ado, I would

         10  like to introduce the members of the Committee that

         11  are present this morning, and then ask the clerk to

         12  call the roll.

         13                 Present, from my right to my left, is

         14  Council Member Oliver Koppell of the Bronx. To my

         15  left, Council Member John Liu of Queens. Council

         16  Member Maria del Carmen Arroyo of the Bronx.

         17  Council Member Dan Garodnick of Manhattan. Council

         18  Member Jimmy Vacca of the Bronx. Council Member

         19  Simcha Felder of Brooklyn. And sitting in the

         20  audience, Council Member Vincent Ignizio of Staten

         21  Island, and standing is Council Member Al Vann of

         22  Brooklyn.

         23                 The two questions for the Committee

         24  to take up to vote on: 1) shall the Committee vote

         25  to file the Mayor's veto message?
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          2                 And 2) shall the Committee readopt

          3  proposed Intro. No. 83-A, notwithstanding the

          4  Mayor's veto?

          5                 Those are the two questions in front

          6  of us. Do I hear anybody who wants to comment on

          7  these two items or any other matter before this

          8  Committee?

          9                 Hearing none, there will be two

         10  different votes. 1) shall the Committee vote to file

         11  the Mayor's veto message? And I ask you to vote in

         12  the affirmative.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         14  Jackson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Yes.

                                                            6

          1  COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ignizio.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of nine in

          9  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         10  abstentions, M 63 is adopted and filed.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: The second

         12  question in front of the Committee is shall the

         13  Committee readopt proposed Intro. No. 83-A,

         14  notwithstanding the Mayor's veto? The Chair

         15  recommends a yes vote.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         17  Jackson.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ignizio.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of nine in

         12  the affirmative, zero in the negative and zero

         13  abstentions, proposed Introduction 83-A is

         14  readopted.

         15                 Members, please sign the Committee

         16  reports.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: The roll will

         18  stay open for a half an hour from this point, and it

         19  is now ten minutes to 11:00, so the roll will stay

         20  after until 20 minutes after 11:00. At such time we

         21  will close the hearing.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 633. Council Member

         23  Katz.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I vote aye on

         25  all, with apologies. I was negotiating a Land Use
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          2  issue.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Lappin.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: You have to do

          6  two votes. One is to file the message, another is to

          7  reauthorize the vote.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Proposed Intro. 83-A.

          9                 Council Member Katz.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Lappin.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 633 and proposed

         14  Introduction 83-A are now both -- M 633, Council

         15  Member Vallone.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: I vote no.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 633 to file. Council

         18  Member Vallone.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: To file I

         20  vote yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 83-A. Council

         22  Member Vallone.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: To

         24  reauthorize, I vote no.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: On the first
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          2  one?

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 633, Council Member

          4  Recchia.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Introduction 83-A,

          7  Council Member Recchia.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro 83-A readoption.

         10  Yassky.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye. I vote

         12  aye both on the motion to file and on the motion to

         13  override, but I'll wait until I hear it.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 633. Council Member

         17  DeBlasio.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: I vote aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 83-A, Council

         20  Member DeBlasio.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: I vote aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 633. Council Member

         23  Yassky.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Fidler.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I have enjoyed

          3  this spirited debate. I vote aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Introduction 83-A,

          5  Council Member Yassky.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Fidler.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

          9                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: On

         10  behalf of Chair Jackson, I now declare this meeting

         11  of the Education Committee adjourned. Whoa, we're

         12  not adjourned yet. Hold on.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: The final vote on the

         14  Committee on Education, M 633 is adopted by a vote

         15  of 16 in the affirmative, zero in the negative and

         16  zero abstentions, and Introduction 83-A is adopted

         17  by a vote of 15 in the affirmative, one in the

         18  negative and zero abstentions. Thank you. Council

         19  members, please sign the Committee reports.

         20                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Now this

         21  time for sure, on behalf of Chair Jackson, I declare

         22  this meeting of the Education Committee adjourned.

         23                 (Hearing concluded 11:20 a.m.)

         24
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