	[image: image1.png]




	The Council of the City of New York

Finance Division

Latonia McKinney, Director
Fiscal Impact Statement
Proposed Intro. No: 314-A
Committee: Veterans


	Title:   A Local Law to amend the New York city charter and the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the establishment of a department of veterans’ services, and repealing section 14 of the New York city charter and subchapter 3 of chapter one of title 3 of the administrative code of the city of New York, relating to the office of veterans affairs


	Sponsor(S): By Council Members Ulrich, Vallone, Rosenthal, Rodriguez, Cohen, Richards, Deutsch, Maisel, Gentile, Koslowitz, Koo, Constantinides, Van Bramer, Espinal, Johnson, Menchaca, Levin, Lancman, Cabrera, Wills, Greenfield, Crowley, Treyger, Dickens, Cornegy, Eugene, Palma, Gibson, Mealy, Miller, Ferreras-Copeland, Kallos, King, Rose, Torres, Arroyo, Levine, Chin, Cumbo, Williams, Lander, Mendez, Reynoso, Matteo and the Public Advocate (Ms. James) 



	Summary of Legislation Currently, the New York City Charter establishes an Office of Veterans’ Affairs within the Mayor’s office. This bill would replace that office and establish a separate Department of Veterans’ Services (the “Department”), headed by a Commissioner of Veterans’ Services. The bill would provide the Department with the responsibility to cooperate with federal, state, and local agencies and to inform and assist members of the armed forces and veterans, and their families, in matters relating to: educational training and retraining services and facilities; health, medical, and rehabilitation services and facilities; provisions of federal, state, and local laws and regulations giving special rights and privileges to members of the armed forces, veterans, and their families; employment and re-employment services; and other appropriate matters. 

The Office of Veterans Affairs is currently advised by a Veterans Advisory Board (VAB) comprised of eleven members (six appointed by the Mayor and five appointed by the Speaker) , all of whom must be veterans. This bill  retains the VAB and requires it to advise the Commissioner of Veterans’ Services on all matters concerning veterans. The legislation would also maintain the requirements that the VAB holds at least one public meeting in each borough per year, provides public notice in accordance with state and local law, keeps records of meetings, determines its own rules of procedure, and submits an annual report of their activities to the Mayor and the Council on or before December 31 of each year. 

Additionally, this bill would require the Department to publish information on its website concerning resources intended to assist veterans in obtaining employment, and to consult with city agencies to identify job postings for inclusion on the Federal veterans’ job bank. The bill would continue the requirement that each City agency  designate an employee to act as a liaison with veterans within the agency, and the Department to provide periodic training to the veterans’ liaisons, as well as to post on its website the names of the liaisons at each city agency. Finally, the bill would incorporate the requirements of Local Laws 24 and 25 of 2015 that members of the VAB create publicly available email addresses and that the Department provide advantce notice of VAB meetings on its website and by mail to veterans’ organizations.


	Effective Date:    This local law would take effect 120 days after its enactment into law.


	Fiscal Year In Which Full Fiscal Impact Anticipated:     Fiscal 2017

	Fiscal Impact Statement: 
Effective FY 16
FY Succeeding

Effective FY 17
Full Fiscal

Impact FY 17
Revenues (+)

$0
$0
$0
Expenditures (-) 

$0
$335,000
$335,000
Net

$0
$335,000
$335,000


	Impact on Revenues: It is estimated that there would be no impact on City revenue resulting from the enactment of this legislation.


	Impact on Expenditures: The City’s Financial Plan currently allocates annual funding of approximately $300,000 for the Mayor’s Office of Veterans Affairs (MOVA) and provides for three full-time positions including a Commissioner.  Because MOVA already performs many of the requirements that this bill would impose on the new Department of Veterans Affairs, it is anticipated that this funding would be reallocated to the newly created agency.  Additionally, the Financial Plan includes $335,000 for Veteran Services Officers (VSOs) for Fiscal 2016 only.  The officers are responsible for linking veterans to both federal and City benefits and programs.  In order to meet the requirements of this legislation, funding for VSOs would need to be renewed and included in the budget of the newly created agency.

With regard to requirements related to the Veterans Advisory Board and veterans’ liasions, the City has already established these practices as a result of prior local laws and therefore would require no additional resources. 

 

	Source of Funds To Cover Estimated Costs: General Fund


	Source of Information: New York City Council Finance Division 
                                             Mayor’s Office of Legislative Affairs
                                        

	Estimate Prepared By: John Russell, Principal Financial Legislative Analyst, NYC Council Finance Division
Estimate Reviewed By:  Tanisha Edwards, Chief Counsel, NYC Council Finance Division

                                                Rebecca Chasan, Assistant Counsel, NYC Council Finance Division


	Legislative history:  This legislation was introduced to the full Council on April 29, 2014 as Intro. No. 314 and referred to the Committee on Veterans.  The Committee on Veterans held a hearing on Intro. No.  314 on September 29, 2014 and the legislation was laid over.  The legislation was subsequently amended and the amended version of the legislation, Proposed Intro. No. 314-A, will be considered by the Committee on Veterans on November 9, 2015. Upon successful vote of the Committee, Proposed Intro. No. 314-A will be submitted to the full Council for a vote on November 10, 2015.

	Date Prepared:     November 6, 2015
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