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THE COUNCIL

Report Of The Infrastructure Division

Marcel Van Ooyen, Deputy Chief of Staff

COMMITTEE ON PARKS AND RECREATION

Joseph P. Addabbo, Jr., Chair

June 16, 2003

Res. No. 898


BY:

Council Members Addabbo, Jr., Baez, Barron, 

Davis, Felder, Fidler, Foster, Gennaro, Gerson, Katz, Liu, Lopez, McMahon, Nelson, Recchia, Sanders, Serrano, Yassky, Jackson and Brewer

TITLE:
Resolution calling upon the City of New York to 

create and increase initiatives to promote swimming through recreation and education.

Comment:


The Committee on Parks and Recreation will hold a hearing on June 16, 2003 to discuss and potentially vote on Res. No. 898, which calls upon the City of New York to increase initiatives and create more programs to promote swimming through recreation and education.  The benefit to such an increase would be increasing the physical activity of our young people in an extremely beneficial form of aerobic exercise as well as to increase the number of potential candidates for New York City lifeguard position.

The Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) is responsible for 53 outdoor swimming pools, 10 indoor swimming pools and 14 miles of beach property.  In 2002, a total of 984 lifeguards were employed by DPR, with beach lifeguards generally working from May 25 through Labor Day, and pool lifeguards from June 28 through Labor Day.  All lifeguards are seasonal employees, except for 40 “year-round” seasonal DPR employees who are stationed at the 10 indoor pools that remain open throughout the year.  These later lifeguards are still listed as seasonal employees and not full-time DPR employees.  

Since January 13, 2003, DPR has offered the qualifying training examination Mondays through Fridays at 4:00 PM and 6:30 PM at the West 59th Street Recreation Center in Manhattan.  In order to qualify for the training, a person must (1) be able to swim 50 yards in 35 seconds, (2) have a minimum of 20/30 vision in one eye and 20/40 in the other eye, and (3) be at least 16 years old when they start working.  

According to the DPR Lifeguard application brochure, lifeguards work 48 hours each week and first-year lifeguards earn $10.08 an hour.  The Mayor’s 2003 Preliminary Budget does not show a decrease in funding for lifeguards, and keeps the target number at 1,200 lifeguard positions to be filled.  According to DPR, in the summer of 2002, approximately 1.4 million people visited the 53 outdoor pools and an average of 10 to 11 million people have visited the New York City beaches over the last few summers.

In 2002, DPR actively and successfully recruited lifeguards from European nations to fill in the gap. There was still a significant shortfall, as 1200 lifeguard positions were available and only 984 were filled.  In comparison, only 898 lifeguard positions were filled in 2001, and 935 in 2000.  As of June 9, 2003, 435 lifeguard positions have been filled.  Commissioner Adrian Benepe testified before the Parks and Recreation Committee last year of his interest in collaborating with the New York City Department of Education (DOE) to have young people learn basic swimming skills before completing high school.
  This would potentially provide another source of lifeguards for the City and employment opportunities for the young people of New York City. 

Commissioner Benepe testified before the Committee on Parks and Recreation on February 28, 2003 that “a lot of public schools dropped swimming programs and pools aren’t being used.”
  The Commissioner also stated that both DPR and DOE are going to work hard to reverse the trend of having a decline in the number of people who know how to swim. The Commissioner stated that DPR “is working closely with the Department of Education on teaching more children basic water safety and swimming skills” and also that “there are a surprising number of pools in the schools which we hope will be fully utilized.”

The Commissioner stated that DPR has begun a free Learn to Swim program for all age groups at all of the City’s indoor pools under the jurisdiction of DPR.  In 1999, a competitive swimming program was also initiated by DPR.  

There should be a shared goal between DPR and DOE, to teach swimming skills as a way of increasing the number of potential candidates who can complete the lifeguard training course and become New York City lifeguards and initiatives as recruiting high school swim team members, in private leagues (such as the Catholic High Scholl Athletic Association) and the Public School Athletic League, as well as increasing the curriculum in schools that can develop swimming skills, can help achieve the goal of attaining more New York City lifeguards. 

Res. No. 898

..Title

Resolution calling upon the City of New York to create and increase initiatives to promote swimming through recreation and education.

..Body

By Council Members Addabbo, Jr., Baez, Barron, Davis, Felder, Fidler, Foster, Gennaro, Gerson, Katz, Liu, Lopez, McMahon, Nelson, Recchia, Sanders, Serrano, Yassky and Jackson

Whereas, The New York City Department of Education has jurisdiction over approximately 38 swimming pools in schools; and

Whereas, The New York City Department of Parks and Recreation has jurisdiction over 53 outdoor swimming pools, 10 indoor swimming pools, and 14 miles of beaches; and

Whereas, Each year, the Department of Parks and Recreation attempts to hire approximately 1,200 lifeguards to make the pools and beaches safe, and in the year 2002, only 984 lifeguards positions were filled, only 898 lifeguard positions were filled in the year 2001, and only 935 lifeguard positions were filled in the year 2000; and

Whereas, Only 29 schools have active swimming curriculums, and 38 high schools have girls varsity swimming teams and 39 high schools have boys varsity swimming teams; and

Whereas, An enhanced swimming curriculum and swimming programs in the City’s schools, along with increased promotion of lifeguard opportunities, can increase the number of skilled swimmers and New York City lifeguards; now, therefore be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the City of New York to create and increase initiatives to promote swimming through recreation and education.
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� Transcript of a hearing of the Committee on Parks and Recreation of April 8, 2002 pp. 73 lines 11-21.


� Transcript of a hearing of the Committee on Parks and Recreation of February 29, 2003 pp. 7 lines 10-11.


� Transcript of a hearing of the Committee on Parks and Recreation of February 29, 2003 pp. 7 lines 23-25.





4

