Int. No. 273

By Council Members Levin, Barron, Ferreras, Fidler, Gentile, Gonzalez, James, Lander, Nelson, Palma, Recchia, Van Bramer, Williams, Chin, Weprin, Gennaro, Jackson and Garodnick  

..Title

A Local Law to amend the New York city building code, in relation to lighting of temporary walkways at construction sites.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Section BC 3302.1 of the New York city building code, as enacted by local law number 33 for the year 2007, is amended by adding a certain definition to be placed in appropriate alphabetical order to read as follows:

PHOTOSENSOR. A device that detects light and varies the electricity provided to a lamp or ballast according to ambient illumination. All photosensors shall [fail on] operate in a manner such that if a photosensor stops working then lamps will receive electricity by default.


§2. Section BC 3307.2.1 of the New York city building code shall be amended by amending the second unnumbered paragraph of such section to read as follows:

All temporary walkways shall be illuminated at all times either by natural or artificial light. The level of illumination shall be [the equivalent of that produced by 200 watt, 3400 lumen minimum, standard incandescent lamps enclosed in vandal-proof fixtures and spaced 15 feet (4572 mm) apart and 8 feet (2438 mm) above the floor level] a minimum of 1 foot-candle (11 lux) measured at the level of the walking surface. All lamps shall have a minimum luminous efficacy of 45 lumens per watt or greater, be instant start, and be rated to operate at temperatures of 5 degrees Fahrenheit and higher. Artificial lighting units shall be inspected [nightly] daily; and burned out or inoperative units shall be replaced or repaired immediately. Photosensors may be used to control artificial lighting according to the amount of natural light available. 


§3. Section BC 3307.2.2 of the New York city building code is amended by amending the second unnumbered paragraph to read as follows:

All foot bridges shall be illuminated at all times either by natural or artificial light. The level of illumination shall be [the equivalent of that produced by 200 watt, 3400 lumen minimum, standard incandescent lamps enclosed in vandal-proof fixtures and spaced 15 feet (4572 mm) apart and 8 feet (2438 mm) above the floor level] a minimum of 1 foot-candle (11 lux) measured at the level of the sidewalk walking surface. All lamps shall have a minimum luminous efficacy of 45 lumens per watt or greater, be instant start, and be rated to operate at temperatures of 5 degrees Fahrenheit and higher. Artificial lighting units shall be inspected [nightly] daily; and burned out or inoperative units shall be replaced or repaired immediately. Photosensors may be used to control artificial lighting according to the amount of natural light available.

§4. Section BC 3307.6.5 of the New York city building code is amended by amending item 2 to read as follows:

2. The underside of sidewalk sheds shall be illuminated at all times either by natural or artificial light. The level of illumination shall be [the equivalent of that produced by 200 watt, 3400 lumen minimum, standard incandescent lamps enclosed in vandal-proof fixtures and spaced 15 feet (4572 mm) apart and 8 feet (2438 mm) above the floor level] a minimum of 1 foot-candle (11 lux) measured at the level of the sidewalk walking surface. All lamps shall have a minimum luminous efficacy of 45 lumens per watt or greater, be instant start, and be rated to operate at temperatures of 5 degrees Fahrenheit and higher.   Artificial lighting units shall be inspected [nightly] daily; and burned out or inoperative units shall be replaced or repaired immediately. Photosensors may be used to control artificial lighting according to the amount of natural light available. 


§5. This local law shall take effect on January 1, 2011, except that the commissioner of buildings shall take such measures as are necessary for its implementation, including the promulgation of rules, prior to such effective date.
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