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Oversight:  Examination of All Playground Spaces in the City of New York.

The Committee on Parks and Recreation, chaired by Council Member Helen D. Foster, will hold a joint oversight hearing with the Committee on Education, chaired by Council Member Eva Moskowitz and the Subcommittee on Public Housing, chaired by Council Member Diana Reyna on October 28, 2004 to examine the playgrounds in the City of New York.  The Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR), the Department of Education (DOE), and the New York City Housing Authority (NYCHA) all have concurrent or independent jurisdiction of the playgrounds in the City of New York.  Among those invited to testify are representatives of DPR, DOE, and NYCHA, and representatives of New Yorkers for Parks, District Council 37, International Union of Operating Engineers, New York City Public Housing Resident Alliance, New York State Tenants & Neighbors Coalition, Center for Real Estate and Urban Policy, and The Citizens Committee for Children.

Historical Background

Playgrounds can be wonderful recreational arenas for kids.  They offer chances for fun, muscle and motor development, creativity and social growth.
 The cornerstone of many neighborhoods, playgrounds are an integral part of growing up in New York City.  For the children of today’s New York City, playgrounds combine fun, learning, and exercise. According to DPR, the birth of public playgrounds officially began in 1887 with the Small Parks Act, which allowed the City to purchase small open spaces for children’s playgrounds.  However, the idea of public playgrounds did not really get off the ground until 1898, when Charles B. Stover and Lillian D. Wald of the Settlement House, formed the Outdoor Recreation League (ORL).  The ORL sponsored and maintained privately-funded public playgrounds on parkland, and created some of the first organized recreational activities for children.  Until the creation of ORL, the only public playgrounds were provided by the Board of Education.  In 1902, Mayor Seth Low arranged to have the Parks Department work in conjunction with ORL to operate and improve playgrounds.  Their first project was the creation of Seward Park, New York City’s and the United States’ first municipally built playground.


As the idea of playgrounds began to catch on, their numbers increased steadily.   By 1913, there were 46 Parks Department operated playgrounds.  By 1915, there were 70 equipped playgrounds throughout the City.  By the 1920’s, playgrounds had become essential pieces of parks systems throughout the Untied States.  When Robert Moses became Parks Commissioner in 1934, there were 119 playgrounds, and by the end of his tenure in 1960, the number had grown to 777.  According to DPR, the rapid growth of playground facilities in the City was assisted by massive federal spending during the Depression through the Works Progress Administration.


Over the years, there have been numerous trends in playground design.  In the 1950’s, playgrounds with interactive concrete shapes were the rage.  “Adventure Playgrounds” debuted in the 1960’s and 1970’s as a way to tap into a child’s imagination (Architect Richard Dattner designed several such playgrounds in Central Park).  Playground safety became a more of a focus, as a higher degree of professional attention was paid to safety concerns in the 1970’s, and many playgrounds were retrofitted to eliminate hazardous conditions, such as hard surfaces and the potential for long falls.  In the 1980’s and 1990’s, playgrounds were designed to reflect the culture and history of their neighborhoods, or to include elements that bore some relationship to the name of the playground (e.g. the kite with key, light bulbs, and eels that adorn the play equipment at Electric Playground, which takes its name from Electchester Houses in Flushing, Queens).
  New York City was also the first city in the United States to build a playground for disabled and able-bodied children, which was completed in 1984 at Flushing Meadows Corona Park.  According to Boundless Playgrounds,
 New York City is home to seven such playgrounds (another of which is Playground 70 at P.S. 199 in Manhattan which was completed in June, 2003).

Health and Safety

Physical and Equipment Safety

According to the National Safe Kids Campaign (SAFE KIDS), play is an essential component of healthy development in children, and playgrounds provide an opportunity for children to develop motor, cognitive, perceptual and social skills.  According to a survey by SAFE KIDS, playgrounds throughout the United States received an overall grade of C, when rated on the presence of physical hazards and behavioral elements, including supervision and age-appropriate design.  Although no New York City specific rating is available, New York State’s school playgrounds were given a grade of B and New York State’s park playgrounds were given a grade of B-.  The “report cards” from SAFE KIDS are annexed as Appendix A.


According to the Consumer Product Safety Commission, about 200,000 children are treated each year throughout the United States for playground equipment-related injuries, mostly as a result of falls.  An estimated 148,000 of these injuries involve public playground equipment and an estimated 51,000 involve home playground equipment. According to SAFE KIDS, more than 215,500 children ages 14 and under were treated in the United States in hospital emergency rooms in 2002, with children ages 5 to 14 accounting for nearly 75% of these injuries.

Related Legislation
Besides fall-related injuries, some playground equipment can expose children to toxins, such as arsenic.  In 2002, the New York State Legislature passed a bill, which was signed into law by Gov. Pataki, that is the first law in the United States that bans chromated copper arsenate (CCA), which contains arsenic that is used to pressure-treat the wood so that wood is preserved from general decay and as a protection from termites.  Section 37-109 of the New York State Environmental Conservation Law (attached as Appendix B) bans CCA treated wood from public playgrounds and requires that wooden playground equipment and furniture be regularly sealed with a polyurethane-based sealant to prevent the leaching of CCA and other types of chemicals out of treated wood. 

The Rules of the City of New York (RCNY) Title 24, §45.11(h) indicates that school playgrounds are to be made available for children to use.  The section states:

Indoor and outdoor play areas shall be available for the use of the children.  Such play areas shall be safe, clean easily accessible, adequate in size and suitable for the needs of the children.  A shady area shall be available in outdoor play areas used during the summer months.


In addition, RCNY §45.13(c) provides for the safety of play equipment located in school playgrounds:

In the indoor and outdoor play areas, sufficient play equipment shall be provided which is appropriate to the stage of development of the children and which is designed to foster physical and motor development.  The equipment shall be easily accessible to the children, readily washable, clean, in good repair and free from hazards such as sharp or pointed parts, or toxic or poisonous finishes or materials.


In addition, with respect to New York City Schools, New York State Education Law §2556(c) establishes a standard for DOE that “it shall be unlawful for a schoolhouse to be constructed in the city of New York without an open-air playground attached to or used in connection with the same.”  There are no similar laws, rules or regulations that govern playgrounds under the jurisdiction of DPR or NYCHA.


However, with respect to DPR, Title 56 of the RCNY, §1-05(s)(1) authorizes the Commissioner of DPR to be able to establish exclusive areas for children’s playgrounds in parks.  “Areas within the parks designated by the Commissioner for exclusive use shall include: (1) Exclusive Children’s Playgrounds: Adults allowed in playground areas only when accompanied by a child under the age of twelve (12).”  Title 56 of the RCNY §1-03(c) indicates that persons must “comply with or obey any instruction, direction, regulation, warning, or prohibition, written or printed, displayed or appearing on any park sign….” There are no similar laws, rules or regulations that govern playgrounds under the jurisdiction of DOE or NYCHA.

Relevant Information on Obesity and Asthma Rates in Children

According to the United States Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control (CDC), elementary school-aged children should accumulate at least 30 to 60 minutes of age-appropriate and developmentally appropriate physical activity from a variety of activities on all, or most, days of the week. An accumulation of more than 60 minutes and up to several hours per day, of age-appropriate and developmentally appropriate activity is encouraged. Adolescents should engage in three or more sessions per week of activities that last 20 minutes or more at a time and that require moderate to vigorous levels of exertion.
  The CDC indicates that nationally, 16% of children and adolescents ages 6 to 19 years of age are overweight.
  The New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene indicated in a June, 2003 report that there is a pressing concern as to the number of children diagnosed as overweight or obese and suffering with serious diseases linked to poor health habits and lack of exercise.  The study (attached as Appendix C) revealed that 43% of City elementary students are either overweight or obese.
 

According to a Report of the United States Surgeon General, “Physical Activity and Health,”
 nearly half of American youths ages 12-21 years old are not vigorously active on a regular basis, and about 14% of young people report no physical activity.  Inactivity is more common among females (14%) than males (7%) and among African-American females (21%) than Non-Hispanic white females (12%).  In addition, the Surgeon General indicates that communities should provide quality K-12 physical education and create opportunities for physical activities that are enjoyable and promote adolescents’ confidence in their ability to be physically active.

According to the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH), in a press release dated May 4, 2003, approximately 300,000 children and 700,000 adults in New York City have been diagnosed with asthma at some point in their lives.  “Asthma is the leading cause of hospitalization among children 0-14 years of age and a major source of school absenteeism.  It also causes adults to miss work and limits physical activity.”  Additionally, DOHMH indicates in the Mayor’s Management Report for Fiscal Year 2004 that the hospitalization rate for asthma among children ages 0-14 in New York City is 6.5 per 1,000 children (an increase from 6.0 for Fiscal Year 2003).  The Health and Hospitals Corporation indicated that emergency room visits for pediatric patients with asthma rose from 3.9% in FY 2003 to 4.3% for FY 2004.

Public-Private Partnerships


Besides capital funds from the City’s capital budget, DPR, DOE and NYCHA all have public-private partnerships that enable the respective agencies to assist with resources to modernize playground facilities under their respective jurisdictions.  The Fund for Public Schools, for instance, is working to identify corporate, foundation, individual and public partners to be used in conjunction with DOE capital dollars to modernize playgrounds under the jurisdiction of DOE.  The Fund for Public Schools indicates that playground projects can range from $45,000 to $60,000, depending on the age of the students the facility will serve, the amount of space available and the condition of the existing equipment and space.


In October of 2003, Mayor Bloomberg and the Commissioner of the National Football League, Paul Tagliabue, announced a number of projects that would benefit from the NFL Disaster Relief Fund.  One project, which received $970,000, was at Baruch Playground (which is under the jurisdiction of DPR, and located within the NYCHA Baruch Houses).  Baruch Playground is located on the Lower East Side of Manhattan, south of Houston Street.  The playground consisted of 56,000 square feet of asphalt cover.  After 25 years of service, the metal frame timber climbing equipment was removed and the blacktop surfacing replaced. Baruch also received new asphalt, play swings, fencing, brick columns, various other play equipment, color seal coating, benches, plantings, and a new spray shower.


On October 6, 2004, Health Plus, the managed care organization and The Amani Toomer Foundation’s Toomer Urban Recreation Fund (founded by the New York Football Giants wide-receiver) opened a new playground at Public School 169 in the Sunset Park section of Brooklyn, after opening a playground at Public School 75 in the Bronx the previous month.  The playgrounds will be used for lunchtime recess, physical education classes during school and after-school programs conducted by DOE and local community groups.


The City Spaces program of the Trust for Public Land (TPL) partnered with the New York Life Foundation, the Charles Hayden Foundation and the Levitt Foundation to provide a permanent recreation space, Ranaqua Park, in the Mott Haven section of the Bronx.  This partnership with DPR, Public School 43 and the East Side House Settlement gave the children of Mott Haven a new park and playground in which to play.  Ranaqua Park, which represents a $400,000 investment in the community, was the second City Spaces playground to be developed in the Bronx with the foundations. 


In October of 2003, Mayor Bloomberg, Parks Commissioner Adrian Benepe, City Parks Foundation Executive David Rivel and Council Member Joseph P. Addabbo, Jr., then chair of the Council’s Committee on Parks and Recreation, announced that sixteen parks, in four areas of New York City – Astoria and the Long Island City waterfront in Queens; East Harlem in Manhattan; Highbridge in the Bronx; and Red Hook in Brooklyn, selected in part for their potential for improvement, would receive $5 million in private funds raised by the City Parks Foundation, as well as benefit from an anticipated $20 million in capital projects that are either already funded by local and federal elected officials or expected over the course of the four-year project.  DPR is expecting to receive over $10 million in FY 2005.  

In addition, DPR had an agreement with the Entenmann’s baking company, which provided funding for restoring and repairing DPR playground equipment throughout Queens.  Entenmann’s sponsored 100 swing sets in playgrounds from May 26, 2003 through September 1, 2003 with a $27,000 gift. Also, according to the 2002-2003 Biennial Report published by DPR, through Operation Relief, a new partner program of Operation Releaf, 94 spray showers were constructed or created in playgrounds throughout the City during FY 2002.

Playground Operations of Specific Agencies

Department of Parks and Recreation

DPR currently maintains over 950 playgrounds throughout the City.  As stated previously, prior to the 1980’s and 1990’s, playgrounds were standardized, and were the same in every neighborhood.  Although this made for easier maintenance, DPR indicates that this was not an interesting experience for young people and did not reflect opportunities to create beautiful and unique places in neighborhoods.  The DPR Design Division is charged with creating unique playgrounds to fit neighborhoods, and uses the Parks Inspection Program (commonly referred to as PIP) as a key to maintaining these facilities.
 In addition, when redesigning a playground, DPR indicates that community volunteers and local community boards are invaluable.

The Department of Parks and Recreation also uses community volunteers to help strengthen communities and neighborhoods by staffing local parks and playgrounds with adults through the “Playground Associate Program.”  Playground Associates work to provide organized recreational programs and increase the cleanliness and safety of playgrounds, making them safe havens for the children and families of the surrounding neighborhoods.  The Playground Associate Program runs from May through Labor Day, Tuesday through Saturday, from approximately 10 AM to 6 PM (dates and times may vary at certain locations).  The activities included at each site include sports, board games and arts and crafts.

Department of Education

The Department of Education serves 542,730 elementary school students throughout the City of New York.  As previously stated, State Law and City regulations govern the standards for adequate playground facilities at schools.  Since the reorganization of the Board of Education into the DOE, the School Construction Authority has the primary responsibility for school facilities and construction, including playgrounds.  Prior to the reorganization, this responsibility was borne on the New York City Board of Education Division of School Facilities, Office of Capital Administration.  According to DOE, 55% of the 832 public elementary schools (some of which are combined with middle schools) either have no playground or cannot use their playground because of disrepair or conversion to other uses such as parking or temporary classrooms.

A report released in October 2003 by the New York State Assembly Committee on Oversight, Analysis and Investigation, indicates that while fairly specific DOE standards define outdoor space requirements, the DOE is unable to calculate whether each school meets the standard.
  Although the DOE has up-to-date information on enrollment, it does not have up-to-date information on the square footage of each school playground (the information is over 15 years old and not verified).
  Amongst the report’s conclusions, the following are highlighted (the entire report is attached as Appendix D):

· While the DOE provides a standard for outdoor playground space, it does not effectively monitor schools compliance with its standard.  It fails to collect and maintain square footage data to effectively calculate if a school meets the standard.

· Installation of temporary classroom units (TCU) on school playgrounds is based entirely on classroom overcrowding demands without weighing the loss of playground space on these same students, and the School Construction Authority fails to consider DOE guidelines for outdoor recreational space when considering additions to existing facilities and installing TCU’s.  Investigations found that as of November 2002, there were 249 TCU’s in 103 elementary schools, and a number of playgrounds used as parking lots, with cars taking away playground space.

According to the DOE 2005-2009 Five-Year Capital Plan (The Plan), published in June 2004, an estimated $195.2 million over five years has been earmarked for playground redevelopment, with a projected 10 year need of $719.1 million.
  According to the Plan, DOE proposed “a new ‘Parking Lots to Playgrounds’ initative.  While the scope of each playground project is smaller than that for the high school athletic fields, there are many more playgrounds that need to be restored.  Over 300 elementary and middle schools, as well as two high schools, have outdoor areas larger than 60,000 square feet that need major renovation.  These play areas represent over 23 million square feet.  At the rate of 10 schools per year, at roughly 2 schools per borough, 50 schools can be renovated by [the year] 2010 – restoring practically 4 million square feet of outdoor space.”
  

The plan calls for the following schools to be part of the “Parking Lot to Playgrounds” program in FY 2005, each at a cost of $1.6 million
:

	Region
	District
	School
	Borough

	1
	9
	IS 219
	Bronx

	3
	26
	JHS 216
	Queens

	3
	29
	IS 59
	Queens

	3
	29
	JHS 109
	Queens

	6
	17
	IS 390
	Brooklyn

	6
	17
	PS 210/IS 394
	Brooklyn

	7
	21
	JHS 303
	Brooklyn

	7
	31
	JHS 49
	Staten Island

	9
	1
	PS 64
	Manhattan

	9
	7
	IS 139
	Bronx


Jointly Operated Playgrounds

One option DOE has taken advantage of to add playground space for the use of school children, has been through jointly operated playground (JOP) agreements between DPR and DOE.  Although the New York State Assembly report notes that no actual contracts exist between the two agencies,
  DPR indicates to the Committee staff that there are currently 266 JOP agreements throughout the City.  DOE officials reported to the Assembly that DPR staff maintains these areas with upgrading, cleaning, renovation and maintenance, while DOE custodians have no responsibility for these JOP sites.

DPR Commissioner Adrian Benepe indicated to the Committee on Parks and Recreation that “these were created in the 1950’s under then Commissioner Robert Moses, where they built playgrounds adjacent to schools… where the school gets principal use on school days… from nine to three, and the community gets to use them after school, weekends and during the summer.”
  Commissioner Benepe also noted that DPR does all the maintenance at JOP’s, and the local “Parks Manager works with the principal, sometimes they define hours differently [from school to school], sometimes [the JOP] is restricted just to schools, sometimes it’s not, depending on the neighborhood.”

New York City Housing Authority

NYCHA provides affordable housing to nearly 420,000 authorized low- and moderate-income residents living in 345 housing developments with 2,698 residential buildings that include 181,000 apartments in the five boroughs. The Bronx has 98 developments, Brooklyn has 101 developments, Manhattan has 103 developments, Queens has 26 developments and Staten Island has 11 developments, in addition to which are developments consisting of Federal Housing Agency acquired homes located in more than one borough.  It must be noted that 42 of all such developments are for seniors only. Furthermore, minors under the age of 18 account for 35.2% of NYCHA’s total population.


According to publicly available data, NYCHA apparently has only 27 playgrounds in their developments and 3 of them are maintained and operated by DPR. The three DPR/NYCHA playgrounds are located at the Mitchel Houses in the Bronx at E. 135th Street, the Baruch Houses in Manhattan and the Breukelen Houses in Brooklyn. Thus, by borough, the total number of existing playgrounds within NYCHA developments include 5 in the Bronx, 9 in Brooklyn, 9 in Manhattan, 2 in Queens and 2 in Staten Island.
  However, in response to inquiries made by Committee staff, DPR indicates that there are approximately 60 NYCHA playgrounds that are maintained by DPR.  Some of these playgrounds are on mapped parkland, while some are leased to the City and assigned to DPR at no cost. These are written leases, most from the 1950’s. According to DPR, most NYCHA playgrounds were mapped as parkland as part of the original development plan and project for the federally funded NYCHA housing.


As stated above, there is a major problem with childhood obesity throughout the United States and especially within New York City. Of course, two of the keys to overcoming this problem are through proper exercise and proper diet at the proper stages of childhood motor development. NYCHA is aware of this issue since they have already sponsored three “Annual Kids Walks,” and at the most recent event on August 17, 2004, “1500 young people from summer camps at 35 community centers became role-models demonstrating the benefits of exercise and good nutrition.
  NYCHA also must be credited for the expansion and modernization of a fairly high number of community centers, senior centers and recreational facilities under their jurisdiction in the past and slated for the future. However, the purposes of today’s hearing are to examine the physical conditions and maintenance of playgrounds in NYCHA developments, whether NYCHA’s playgrounds are accommodating the growing needs of their childhood population, and to explore the need for increasing the number of NYCHA playgrounds, the physical expansion of such playgrounds and the need for modernization of existing NYCHA playgrounds.  Moreover, there is no readily available information with respect to this demographic factor, i.e., the percentage of children under the age of 12 who reside in NYCHA developments and their distribution within the developments. As of today, such statistics are available only for NYCHA’s population under the age of 18. Such statistics for children under the age of 12 would greatly improve the Committees’ and the public’s opportunity to analyze the need for playgrounds in NYCHA developments, and those located adjacent to NYCHA developments (discussed below).

As previously indicated, there is no law or regulation that mandates NYCHA to have playgrounds in all or any of their housing developments, as there is with respect to DOE facilities. According to DPR Commissioner Benepe, NYCHA has “embarked on a tremendous program of renovating its grounds and its playgrounds for the last decade or so.”
 Although Commissioner Benepe indicates that DPR does not interact within NYCHA playgrounds (as it does with DOE), there are numerous playgrounds that were built adjacent to NYCHA housing, which are maintained by DPR. However, the Committees do not know exactly how many DPR playgrounds have been built adjacent or in close proximity to NYCHA developments and the extent to which this is a factor utilized by DPR in any decision regarding where to build a playground, its size and its facilities. Although, Commissioner Benepe indicates that in these instances, DPR “interact[s] with Housing Authority staff when there’s an issue. [NYCHA] also has its own network of recreational centers and community centers, where they run programs. It’s probably a good idea to touch base with them.”


In addition, and within NYCHA’s budgetary constraints that include a $300 billion dollar operating deficit (and 20% of their capital budget may be shifted to their operating budget in any given year), there are a few different ways to encourage NYCHA to build more playgrounds under their jurisdiction and/or to modernize NYCHA’s existing playgrounds. One way to do this is to have such specifications included within NYCHA’s Contract Manager Build Program (CM Build Program), if such specifications are not already included. Another way to encourage the expansion and modernization of NYCHA’s scant amount of playgrounds is through public/private initiatives, which the Committees expect to explore in depth at today’s hearing.
 

One such public/private initiative the Committees intend to explore with NYCHA and DPR to create and modernize playgrounds in or surrounding NYCHA developments is with the company “Take the Field, Inc.,” a nonprofit public/private partnership that is rebuilding public school athletic facilities in New York City. 
 Take the Field Inc., is responsible for rebuilding 37 public school athletic facilities within the past forty months, with the goal of finishing the rebuilding of seven more such facilities in the coming months, for a total of 44 rebuilt facilities.

Conclusion


For children of New York City, playgrounds combine fun, learning, exercise and help develop social skills.  The Committees on Parks and Recreation, Education and the Subcommittee on Public Housing will be inquiring DPR, DOE and NYCHA as to their respective plans and roles with the playgrounds under their jurisdiction, and how the children of the City can benefit from these facilities.  The Committees will be examining the types of playgrounds that currently exist, health and safety concerns, how the agencies can interact to create better facilities and programming, maintenance and refurbishing issues and plans for new facilities.  The Committees will also be examining the procedures these respective agencies use to inspect playground facilities for issues like health hazards and ensuring the safety of the children of the City of New York and the Committees will be inquiring if evaluations are made to ensure that playgrounds are meeting the needs of the communities they serve, if playgrounds are added or expanded and the schedule at which this is done, if at all.  

For over a century, the Department of Parks and Recreation has provided public playgrounds to children, and has recognized the importance of creating neighborhood-appropriate facilities for the children of New York City.  The Committee will be examining if DOE and NYCHA take the same view as to the quality of the facilities that are offered for children to thwart diseases and conditions such as asthma and obesity, to help social development, and to provide a fun, safe, and useable space for the children of the City.

� “The Smarter Playground.” http://www.child.com


� DPR also made another nation-wide first, according to the 2002-2003 DPR Biennial Report, by installing what may be the nation’s first grey water recycling system in a playground in Seward Park with funds from the Department of Environmental Conservation during FY 2002.  This system cleans water from the playground spray shower and reuses that water to irrigate the park’s gardens and trees.


� Background information adapted from The Daily Plant, Vol. XVII No. 3698, Oct. 16, 2003 and information obtained from the official DPR website, www.nycgovparks.org


�. Boundless Playgrounds is a not-for-profit organization established in 1997 that assists communities in creating playgrounds for children of all abilities.


� This playground project was funded with $800,000 from the City Council and $300,000 secured by Manhattan Borough President C. Virginia Fields.


� Noted at http://� HYPERLINK "http://www.cdc.gov" ��www.cdc.gov�  as checked on Oct. 21, 2004.


� As published on � HYPERLINK "http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/pressroom/04facts/obesity.htm" ��http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/pressroom/04facts/obesity.htm�, the 1999-2002 CDC data on children shows: (1) Non-Hispanic black (21 percent) and Mexican-American adolescents (23 percent) ages 12-19 were more likely to be overweight than non-Hispanic white adolescents (14 percent). (2) Mexican-American children ages 6-11 were more likely to be overweight (22 percent) than non-Hispanic black children (20 percent) and non-Hispanic white children (14 percent). (3) In addition to the 16 percent of children and teens ages 6 to 19 who were overweight in 1999-2002, another 15 percent were considered at risk of becoming overweight.


� NYC Vital Signs. Obesity Begins Early: Findings Among Elementary School Children in New York City. Vol. 2, No. 5. June 2003.  Obesity is calculated in the report based on a child’s weight, depending on height, age and sex.


� CDC. Physical Activity and Health: A Report of the Surgeon General. Atlanta, GA: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 1996.


� www.nycenet.edu/FundForPublicSchools


� Testimony of DPR Deputy Commissioner Liam Kavanagh, Transcript of the Minutes of the Committee on Parks and Recreation, February 27, 2004, pp. 33-34.


� Testimony of DPR Deputy Commissioner Kevin Jeffrey, Transcript of the Minutes of the Committee on Parks and Recreation, April 14, 2004, pp. 29.


� This information was provided to the Committee on Education by DOE in response to questions in preparation for the Sept. 20, 2004 hearing of the Committee on Education.


� According to a document issued in 1994 by the New York City Board of Education, Division of School Facilities, Office of Capital Administration, “Standard Space Requirements – Primary and Intermediate Schools,” The Board of Education preferred minimum square footage is: (1) a fenced 3,000 sq. ft. early-childhood playground for schools with LYFE centers, pre-K, and/or Kindergarten classrooms; (2) a playground with an area of 30 sq. ft. per pupil to a max. of 30,000 sq. ft. for primary and intermediate schools; (3) the area assigned to playgrounds includes the 3,000 sq. ft. of early-childhood play area, if necessary.


�Report of the NYS Assembly Committee on Oversight, Analysis and Investigation, “No Room in the Playground.” Oct. 2003, pp. 14.


� Id. pp. 15


� Department of Education. “Children First: Ten-Year Needs Assement and 2005-2009 Five-Year Capital Plan.” June 2004, pp. 30.


� Id.  According to the Plan’s statistical tables, the $195.2 million will be spent on “Playground Redevelopment,” according to pp. C1, but no money will be spent on new playground facilities, according to the table on pp. C2.


� Id. pp. C87.  Additionally, the Ten Year Needs Assessment calls for Manhattan to receive an estimated $22.83 million in playground rehabilitation, The Bronx to receive an estimated $62.51 million, Brooklyn to receive an estimated $70.49 million, Queens to receive $18.02 million, and Staten Island to receive an estimated $21.34 million.  No borough is projected to receive any funds for new playground facilities.


� Report of the NYS Assembly Committee on Oversight, Analysis and Investigation, “No Room in the Playground.” Oct. 2003, pp. 19


� Testimony of DPR Commissioner Benepe. Transcript of the Minutes of the Committee on Parks and Recreation, Feb. 27, 2004, pp. 62.


� Id. at pp. 63.


� See the Factsheet on NYCHA’s website at http://www.nyc.gov/html/nycha/html/factsheet.html (downloaded on 10/23/04).


� See Property Guide (listed by address) link on NYCHA’s website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyc.gov/html/nycha/pdf/pg_address.pdf" ��http://www.nyc.gov/html/nycha/pdf/pg_address.pdf�  (downloaded on 10/23/04).


� See NYCHA Housing Journal, October 2004, available on NYCHA’s website at http://www.nyc.gov/html/nycha/pdf/j04octe.pdf


� Testimony of DPR Commissioner Benepe. Transcript of the Minutes of the Committee on Parks and Recreation, Feb. 27, 2004, pp. 60.


� Id.


� It must be noted that there is one playground within the Williamsburg Houses at building #139 on Scholes Street. Whether this one playground is enough for the entire Williamsburg Houses will be explored at today’s hearing.


� See Take the Field, Inc’s. website at http://www.takethefield.org


� Id.
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