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I. Introduction

On October 11, 2012, the Committee on Economic Development, chaired by Council Member Karen Koslowitz, will hold a hearing to consider Proposed Int. No. 733-A, a Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the boundaries of the Far Rockaway empire zone.  The Committee held a hearing on the original bill on October 4, 2012.  At such hearing the committee received testimony from representatives of the New York City Department of Small Business Services (SBS), the developer of the Arverne by-the-Sea project and other interested parties. 
II. Background on the Empire Zone Program

The Empire Zone Program, a statewide economic development program, was created in 1986.  Empire Zones are designated areas within the state that offer tax benefits and incentives to private businesses to encourage economic development, business investment, and job creation in impoverished areas. The tax benefits and incentives are granted to businesses that locate or expand within an empire zone.
  To be eligible for zone designation, a sponsoring locality (city, county, village, or town) must meet certain criteria including demonstrating that the proposed area is severely distressed in relation to poverty, unemployment and economic distress measures.
  There are more than 80 Empire Zones designated in New York State, 11 of which are located in New York City.
  

Once an area receives an empire zone designation, the local governmental entity designates a local Empire Zone Administrative Board (ZAB)
 whose members include representatives from a local business, community organization, organized labor, financial institution, a local educational institution, and a resident of the community.
 Zone Administrative Boards are responsible for establishing economic goals, objectives to achieve the goals, and monitoring and evaluating zone performance.  The New York City Department of Small Business Services through a zone coordinator for each area is responsible for overseeing the activities of the 11 zones.
     

In order to be certified as an Empire Zone business and to receive the related benefits, a business must submit a completed application for certification to the local ZAB and the Local Zone Certification Officer. The application is required to contain projected capital investments or investments in other tangible personal property that the applicant will provide in the Empire Zone and an estimate of the projected number of new or shifted jobs (jobs moved from a New York State non-zone location to the zone location) for the five-year period beginning with the year the application is submitted.

Empire Zone Benefits to Businesses


The following incentives are available to businesses taking part in the Program:
 

Wage Tax Credit

Employee Wage Tax Credits are applied against a business's state tax liability and are available for businesses employing full-time employees in new jobs. An Empire Zone employer, paying employees at least 135 percent of minimum wage, may be entitled to a $3,000 credit for targeted employees
 or $1,500 credit for all non-targeted employees for up to five consecutive years.
EZE Sales Tax Exemptions: 

Qualified Empire Zone Enterprises (QEZEs) are granted a 10-year exemption from state sales tax on purchases of goods (personal tangible property) and services (including utility services) used predominantly in an Empire Zone by a certified empire zone business.  The exemption is on the state portion of the sales tax and can be applied for all purchases by an empire zone certified business.

QEZE Credit for Real Property Taxes: 

Qualified Empire Zone Enterprises are allowed a refundable credit against business or income tax equal to a percentage of real property taxes paid in the zone (effective for taxable years beginning on or after January 1, 2001).

QEZE Tax Reduction Credit:

Qualified Empire Zone Enterprises are allowed a credit against business or income tax equal to a percentage of taxes attributable to the zone enterprise (effective for taxable years beginning on or after January 1, 2001). Through this credit, as additional jobs are created and/or investments made, a company can reduce its corporate franchise tax liability to zero.  Unused credits cannot be carried forward or refunded.  
EZ Investment Tax and Employment Incentive Credits: 

Businesses that create new jobs and make new investments in production, property and equipment may qualify for tax credits of up to 19% of the company's eligible investment.
New Business Refund: 

Businesses new to New York State are entitled to a 50% cash refund of unused EZ-WTC and ITC amounts. Other businesses may carry forward unused credits indefinitely.

Utility Rate Savings: 

Special reduced electric and gas rates may be available through investor-owned utilities in New York State. Businesses that locate or expand their operations in an empire zone may receive significantly reduced rates.

Zone Capital Credit: 

A 25% tax credit against personal or corporate income taxes is available for contributing or purchasing shares in a zone capital corporation or for a direct equity investment in a certified zone business or for contributions to approved community development projects within an empire zone. A Zone Capital Corporation is an entity incorporated for the purpose of raising funds through private and public grants, donations or investments, to be used in making investments in and loans to certified zone businesses to encourage the establishment or expansion of such businesses, thereby providing new job opportunities within an economic development zone.
 

Sales Tax Refund or Credit: 

Purchases of building materials to be used for commercial or industrial real property located in an empire zone are eligible for a refund or credit of state sales taxes. A similar refund or credit of local sales tax may also be available from the locality.

Real Property Tax Abatement: 

Empire zones may offer tax abatements from an increased assessment, with the abatement value based on improvements to real property for up to 10 years. This holds true for up to seven years at 100%, decreasing over the last three years of the exemption. 

Technical Assistance: 

Each local zone office is staffed with professionals qualified to assist businesses locating or expanding in an empire zone. 

II.
Background on the Far Rockaway Empire Zone

In 1994, Local Law 5 established the boundaries and designation of an economic development zone within the Far Rockaway section of Queens.  This area was originally measured and marked by metes and bounds
 and is now known as the Far Rockaway Empire Zone.
 

In 2005, in an effort to improve the effectiveness of the program, the State Legislature amended the Empire Zone program and required that the boundaries of empire zones be reconfigured to meet certain requirements of effectiveness and certainty.
   On October 25, 2006, the Council passed Local Law 45 which codified boundary changes in the City’s empire zones from a metes and bounds measurement to block and lot designations.

The Far Rockaway Empire Zone has revitalized the community by providing commercial and residential opportunities and improving the area’s public infrastructure.  One of the projects in this zone includes, the Arverne by-the-Sea (ABTS), a community plan facilitated by HPD.  This plan proposed the development of significant residential, commercial and retail space encompassing a large area of the Far Rockaway peninsular.  The ABTS development is bounded generally by the Rockaway Freeway to the north, Beach 59th Street to the east, the Boardwalk on the south and Beach Beach 81st Street to the west.
  In July 2002, the developer and HPD broke ground to mark the beginning the project. 
To date, the ABTS project has served as an impetus for development throughout the Rockaway Peninsula by transforming 117 acres of previously blighted neighborhoods to millions of dollars in improved infrastructure.

Revising the Empire Zone
The existing Empire Zone does not include the full area which is encompassed in the ABTS project.  Parts of this project was excluded when the boundary lines for the zone was converted to block and lot designations rather than a metes and bounds designation.  As a result, the 2005 boundary revision pursuant to Local Law 45 did not include a portion of the ABTS project representing approximately 150,000 sq. ft. of commercial overlay within the approved Arverne urban renewal plan.

Section 969 of the General Municipal Law allows for revisions to the boundaries of empire zones.  The statute requires that the boundaries of empire zones and the active operation of a zone remain in effect until June 30, 2010 when all empire zone programs in the state expired.  Although the expiration of the program means new businesses within the zone will not qualify for zone benefits
, the law does permit changes in a zone’s boundaries subsequent to the program’s expiration
.  Businesses existing and certified within the zone prior to the program’s expiration date however will continue to receive benefits so long as they submit annual reports and adhere to other program requirements.

As provided in the General Municipal Law, a ZAB may, at any time prior to June 30, 2010, submit a preliminary application requesting a boundary revision to “accommodate a project that would result in the creation of jobs within the zone”
.  If the commissioner approves the application, the effective date of the boundary revision may be retroactively set to a date prior to the program’s expiration.  This would allow businesses certified within the newly added boundary area to receive empire zone benefits.  SBS, in a letter addressed to the Council on December 6, 2011, stated that the:

… the Far Rockaway Zone Administrative Board met on June 25, 2010 and passed a resolution to authorize the boundary revision application to the Empire State Development Corporation (ESDC).  The ESDC …. approved the preliminary boundary revision application, which included all necessary documentation, including a letter from the New York City Department of City Planning which sets forth the block and lots to be included in the boundary amendment.  Accordingly … the City has taken all necessary steps towards completion of the application.

Proposed Int. No. 733-A 

Proposed Int. No. 733-A amends section 22-712 of the administrative code, by adding certain properties as identified by block and lot numbers  to the existing 746-acred bounded area of the Far Rockaway Empire Zone.  These parcels represent the remaining portions of the ABTS development and commercial areas deemed critically important to the economic success and the continued development of the area.  The bill adds the following blocks and lots to the existing empire zone:
· Block: 15905 Lots: 1; 135, 136, 137; 138; 139; 140; 141; 165; 166; 167; 168; 169; 170; 171; 172; 197; 198; 199; 200; 201; 202; 203; 204; 205; 206; 207; 208; 210; 211; 212; 213; 214; 215; 216; 217; 218; 227; 228; 229; 230; 235; 236; 237; 238; 239; 240; 241; 243; 244; 245; 246; 247; 248; 249; 250; 251; 252; 254; 255; 256; 257; 258; 259; 260; 261; 262; 263; 264; 265; 267; 268; 269; 270; 271; 272; 273; 274; 276; 277; 278; 279; 280; 281; 282; 283; 284; 285; 286; 287; 288; 289; 290; 291; 292; 293.
· Block 15917 Lot 114.;

· Block 15918 Lots 1; 2; 10; 18; 85. 
· Block 15939 Lots: 1.

· Block 15940 Lots 93; 103.

· Block 15941 Lots: 71.

· Block 15942 Lots: 1.

· Block 16092 Lots: 1, 2; 3; 4; 5; 6; 7; 8; 9; 10; 11; 12; 13; 14; 15; 16; 17; 18; 19; 20; 21; 22; 23; 24; 25; 26; 27; 28; 29; 30; 31; 32; 33; 34; 35; 36; 37; 38; 39; 40; 41; 42; 43; 44; 45; 46; 47; 48; 49; 51; 52; 53; 54; 55; 56; 57; 58; 59; 60; 61; 62; 63; 64; 65; 66; 67; 68; 69; 70; 71; 72; 73; 74; 75; 76; 77; 78; 79; 80; 81; 82; 83; 84; 85; 86; 87; 88; 89; 90; 91; 92; 93; 94; 95; 96; 97; 98; 99; 100; 101; 102; 103; 104; 105; 106; 107; 108; 109; 110; 111; 112; 113; 114; 115; 116; 117; 118; 119; 120; 121; 122; 123; 124; 125; 126; 127; 128; 129; 130; 131; 132; 133; 134; 135; 137; 138; 139; 140.
· Block 16093 Lots: 1.

· Block: 16094 Lots: 1.

· Block: 16095 Lots: 55.
This bill would be effective immediately and be retroactive to June 25, 2010.

Amendments to Int. 733:
· Lots 135 through 141; 165 through 172; 197 through 218; 227 through 230; 235 through 247; 243 through 252; 254 through 265; 267 through 274; and 276 through 293 were added to Block 15905.  These lots were added to include all property that is encompassed in the ABTS project.
· Two lots (lot 1 and 18) were deleted from Block 15917 as Lot 1 no longer exists on the city tax map and Lot 18 is not included in the ABTS project.
· Lot 1 was added to Block 15918 to identify this property as part of the ABTS project.
· Lots 2 through 36; 38 through 49; 51 through 87; 89 through 131; 133 through 135 and 137 through 140 were added to Block 16092.  These parcels were included as they are part of the ABTS project.
· The bill’s effective date was revised to provide that the new boundaries of the Far Rockaway empire zone will be retroactive to and deemed to have been in full force and effect as of June 25, 2010.  This new effective date reflects the date that the local ZAB approved revisions of this empire zone to include additional property that are part of the ABTS project.

Proposed Int. No. 733-A

By Council Member Sanders, Cabrera, Comrie, James, Mealy, Williams, Arroyo and Rose.

A Local Law

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the boundaries of the Far Rockaway empire zone.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Section 22-712 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding two new subdivisions, d and e, to read as follows:

d. In accordance with general municipal law section nine hundred sixty-nine (c), the city of New York hereby requests that the commissioner of the New York state department of economic development approve a proposed revision of the boundaries of the Far Rockaway empire zone.  Upon approval by the commissioner of the proposed revision, the boundaries of the zone as set forth in subdivision c of this section shall be superseded by the revised boundaries as set forth in subdivision e of this section. 
e. There is hereby established in the borough of Queens an empire zone consisting of the following blocks and lots:

Block: 15529  Lots: 4; 9; 10; 19; 38; 42; 48; 54; 65; 102; 105; 110; 115; 121; 122; 123; 129; 134; 136; 142; 143; 161.

Block: 15536  Lots: 1; 6; 12; 15; 18; 22; 28; 31.

Block: 15537  Lots: 1; 5; 40; 46; 50; 51; 53; 54; 55; 56; 57; 58; 59; 60; 63; 65; 71; 79; 89; 92; 94; 99; 100; 112; 125; 128; 130; 133; 137; 147; 148; 150; 152; 153.

Block: 15544  Lots: 1; 6; 8; 10; 12; 15; 18; 21; 24; 26; 28; 31; 34; 40; 46; 51; 57; 63.

Block: 15545  Lots: 1; 4; 7; 10; 13; 19; 23; 26; 28; 29; 32; 41; 43; 44; 48.

Block: 15557  Lots: 1; 4; 14; 17; 25; 81; 83; 84; 86; 7501.

Block: 15559  Lots: 1; 8; 12; 25; 40; 42; 44; 51; 54; 58; 62; 151.

Block: 15560  Lots: 1; 8; 12; 17; 22; 23; 24; 26; 30; 34; 41; 43; 44; 45; 50; 52; 54.

Block: 15561  Lots: 1; 4; 8; 10; 13; 16; 18; 19; 21; 22; 23; 26; 29; 34; 58.

Block: 15564  Lots: 1; 11; 14; 15; 16; 17; 19; 21; 23; 25; 33; 36; 38; 40; 42; 45; 50; 51; 52; 53; 55; 63; 79; 7501.

Block: 15566  Lots: 1; 9; 17; 22; 23; 25; 26; 28; 30; 32; 36; 38; 40; 42; 43; 44; 45; 46; 47; 48; 49; 50; 53; 55; 56; 57; 58; 60; 65; 146; 148; 149.

Block: 15636  Lots: 1; 7; 61; 64.

Block: 15637  Lots: 1; 10; 12; 14; 15; 17; 19; 20; 21; 23; 27; 31; 34; 36; 39; 50; 56; 58; 68; 69; 73; 75; 78; 79; 82; 84; 86; 171.

Block: 15704  Lots: 1; 5; 6; 17; 26; 30; 36; 40; 53; 55; 57; 60; 66; 72; 75.

Block: 15705  Lots: 1; 6; 9; 10; 11; 12; 13; 14; 15; 18; 21; 22; 25; 26; 28; 29; 30; 31; 32; 33; 34; 35; 36; 37; 59; 69; 78; 81; 84; 88; 125; 135; 136; 140.

Block: 15747  Lots: 1.

Block: 15750  Lots: 1; 29; 33; 37; 40; 42; 43; 45; 46; 50; 54.

Block: 15751  Lots: 4; 10; 16; 19; 24; 26; 28; 30; 34; 36; 39; 45.

Block: 15760  Lots: 1; 3; 6; 9; 12; 21; 23; 25; 27; 30; 33; 36; 39; 42; 45.

Block: 15761  Lots: 1; 3; 5; 9; 11; 13; 14; 26; 32; 42; 44.

Block: 15767  Lots: 1; 7; 14; 17; 24; 26; 28; 32; 41; 48; 50.

Block: 15768  Lots: 7501.

Block: 15769  Lots: 1; 3; 5; 10; 11; 13; 14; 15; 16; 17; 25; 26; 27; 28; 30; 32; 34.

Block: 15770  Lots: 6; 7; 9; 12; 13; 16; 20; 22; 24; 26; 28; 30; 33; 36; 38; 39; 41; 43; 46; 48; 49; 50; 53; 55; 57; 60.

Block: 15780  Lots: 15; 20; 75; 100.

Block: 15781  Lots: 1; 4; 8; 10; 11; 12; 13; 15; 16; 17; 19; 21; 23; 25; 27; 29; 32; 34; 36; 38; 40; 42; 44; 46; 48; 50; 52; 70; 75; 76.

Block: 15782  Lots: 1; 7; 14; 21; 32; 33; 34; 35; 36; 37; 38; 39; 40; 42; 43; 46; 48; 50; 51; 53; 54.

Block: 15783  Lots: 45; 47; 48; 50; 51; 53; 55; 56; 58; 60; 63; 64; 65; 67; 68.

Block: 15784  Lots: 1; 20; 22; 25; 26; 28; 29; 31; 33.

Block: 15786  Lots: 42; 44; 46; 48; 50; 51; 54; 56; 58; 59; 62; 63; 64; 65; 66; 67; 69; 71; 72; 75; 77; 79; 82; 83; 84; 85; 86; 87; 88; 93; 94; 95; 99; 101; 103; 105; 108; 109; 110; 112; 114; 190; 195; 206.

Block: 15788  Lots: 2; 4; 6; 7; 9; 10; 11; 12; 15; 16; 18; 22; 25; 37; 107; 109; 110; 117; 119; 120; 123; 125; 127; 129; 130; 132.

Block: 15801  Lots: 1; 9; 10; 15; 26.

Block: 15802  Lots: 1; 5; 7; 12; 14; 15; 17; 26; 28; 30.

Block: 15803  Lots: 1; 4; 7; 10; 12; 14; 16; 18; 23; 25; 26; 28; 29; 30; 31; 32; 33; 34; 35; 36; 37; 38; 39; 40; 41; 42; 43; 46; 48; 49; 50; 51; 52; 55; 56; 57; 58; 59; 60; 61; 62; 63; 141; 143.

Block: 15804  Lots: 1; 4; 7; 10; 15; 17; 23; 25; 27; 28; 33; 34; 35; 36; 37; 38; 41; 138.

Block: 15805  Lots: 1; 6; 8; 10; 12; 14; 16; 18; 20; 25; 32; 34; 36; 38; 40; 42.

Block: 15806  Lots: 1; 4; 7; 9; 11; 13; 15; 17; 19; 21; 23; 25; 27; 29; 31; 33; 35; 37.

Block: 15807  Lots: 1; 5; 10; 11; 13; 14; 15; 16; 19; 22; 24; 25; 27; 28; 29; 30; 31; 32; 33; 34; 35; 36; 38; 122; 123; 131.

Block: 15808  Lots: 1; 2; 3; 4; 5; 7; 8; 9; 10; 11; 16; 24; 29; 53; 57; 59; 60; 61; 62; 64; 65; 66; 67; 68; 109; 110; 166.

Block: 15810  Lots: 1; 25; 30; 40; 55; 71; 75; 80.

Block: 15815  Lots: 1; 20; 21; 22; 23; 24; 25; 26; 27; 28; 30; 31; 32; 33; 35; 36; 38; 39; 40; 42; 43; 45; 46; 48; 51; 53; 54; 61; 62; 63; 65; 67; 68; 69; 70; 71; 91; 122; 123; 124; 125; 126; 127; 128; 130; 131; 132; 133; 134; 136; 137; 138; 140; 142; 143; 145; 146; 148; 150; 151; 153; 161; 162; 163; 165; 167; 168; 169; 170; 212; 220; 280.

Block: 15817  Lots: 1; 11; 16; 17; 18; 20; 21; 26; 31; 36; 37; 38; 40; 41; 46; 48; 49; 50; 51; 57; 59; 60; 61; 62; 63; 68; 70; 71; 73; 74; 75; 76; 78; 79; 81; 82; 83; 88; 103; 140; 146; 148.

Block: 15818  Lots: 1; 5; 7; 8; 9; 11; 12; 14; 15; 17; 19; 20; 21; 23; 27; 29; 30; 31; 32; 34; 35; 37; 38; 39; 41; 43; 48; 49; 50; 51; 53; 58; 59; 61; 62; 63; 64; 65; 68; 73; 78; 86; 87; 88; 89; 90; 91; 92; 93; 94; 95; 110; 139; 141; 148; 149; 150; 151.

Block: 15819  Lots: 36; 40; 42; 44; 46; 48; 50; 52; 54; 56; 58; 59; 61; 62; 63; 64; 66; 67; 73; 77; 79; 122; 123; 124; 125; 126; 128; 131; 133; 134; 135; 136; 138; 139; 142; 145; 148; 153; 156; 7501.

Block: 15820  Lots: 1.

Block: 15821  Lots: 1; 9; 16; 18; 22; 25; 31; 32; 33; 34; 35; 36; 37; 38; 42; 46.

Block: 15822  Lots: 1; 20; 23; 30; 35; 42; 44; 48.

Block: 15823  Lots: 1; 23; 26; 29; 30; 32; 34; 37; 40; 42.

Block: 15825  Lots: 1; 7; 9.

Block: 15826  Lots: 1; 3; 4; 5; 6; 8; 9; 11; 12; 13; 15; 16; 17; 18; 31.

Block: 15827  Lots: 12; 15; 25; 29; 31.

Block: 15828  Lots: 1; 3; 4; 5; 7; 9; 11; 13; 15; 17; 18; 20; 22; 23; 30; 37; 40; 42; 43; 44; 45; 46; 50; 51; 52; 53; 78; 80; 98; 100; 117; 118; 120; 140.

Block: 15829  Lots: 1; 2; 6; 8; 9; 11; 13; 15; 21; 23; 24; 25; 27; 28; 29; 30; 31; 40; 41; 42; 43; 44; 46; 47; 49; 51; 52; 54; 58.

Block: 15830  Lots: 1; 2; 4; 5; 6; 7; 9; 11; 12; 14; 15; 16; 17; 19; 23; 26; 28; 30; 38; 39; 42; 43; 45; 46; 50; 51; 52; 53; 54; 55; 59; 60; 61.

Block: 15831  Lots: 1; 6; 11; 12; 13; 14; 15; 16; 17; 20; 24; 25; 29; 32; 50.

Block: 15832  Lots: 60; 75.

Block: 15833  Lots: 1; 7; 9; 10; 12; 14; 16; 18; 20; 22; 24; 26; 28; 30; 31; 32; 33; 39; 41; 44; 45; 46; 55; 58; 61; 66; 67; 68; 69; 70; 71; 73.

Block: 15834  Lots: 1; 9; 11; 13; 16; 17; 19; 21; 22; 23; 24; 25; 26; 28; 30; 38; 42; 43; 45; 47; 49; 51; 53; 54; 56; 58; 60; 62; 64; 158.

Block: 15835  Lots: 25; 27; 29; 30; 32; 33; 34; 35; 37; 38; 39; 42; 43; 54; 56; 59; 61; 63; 65; 67; 69; 71.

Block: 15836  Lots: 1; 7; 10; 12; 13; 22.

Block: 15837  Lots: 1; 5; 7; 9; 10; 12; 13; 15; 17; 19; 23; 25; 27; 29; 31; 33; 41; 47; 49; 51; 52; 54; 56; 58; 59; 60; 62; 64; 65; 66; 67; 69.

Block: 15838  Lots: 3; 7; 9; 11; 12; 13; 15; 17; 19; 20; 21; 23; 25; 27; 29; 33; 35; 37; 39; 41; 43; 45; 47; 48; 49; 51; 53; 55; 57; 59; 61; 63; 67; 70; 72; 74; 76.

Block: 15839  Lots: 1; 3; 5; 7; 9; 13; 15; 17; 19; 21; 22; 24; 25; 26; 34; 36; 38; 40; 42; 43; 44; 46; 47; 49; 51; 58; 60; 61; 63; 64; 67; 68; 70; 72; 75.

Block: 15840  Lots: 1; 6; 64; 65.

Block: 15841  Lots: 3; 5; 7; 8; 10; 14; 19; 70.

Block: 15842  Lots: 1; 100.

Block: 15843  Lots: 1.

Block: 15845  Lots: 1; 4; 8; 10; 13; 14; 15; 21; 28; 29; 30; 32; 35; 44.

Block: 15847  Lots: 75; 79; 80; 81; 82; 83; 84; 85; 86; 87; 88; 89.

Block: 15848  Lots: 36; 41; 45; 46; 48; 50; 52; 54; 55; 57; 58; 60; 62; 63; 65; 67.

Block: 15849  Lots: 1; 6; 8; 9; 10; 15; 16; 17; 18; 19; 20; 21; 22; 27; 28; 29.

Block: 15850  Lots: 1; 6; 16; 28; 30; 31.

Block: 15851  Lots: 33; 35; 40; 42; 44; 45; 48; 58; 59.

Block: 15852  Lots: 60; 64; 68; 73; 84; 86; 88.

Block: 15853  Lots: 39; 40; 48; 53; 60; 90; 95; 96; 97; 98; 102.

Block: 15855  Lots: 1; 90.

Block: 15857  Lots: 1; 7; 40; 42; 75.

Block: 15859  Lots: 1.

Block: 15860  Lots: 1.

Block: 15861  Lots: 1; 35; 47.

Block: 15862  Lots: 1.

Block: 15863  Lots: 1.

Block: 15864  Lots: 1.

Block: 15865  Lots: 1.

Block: 15866  Lots: 1.

Block: 15867  Lots: 1.

Block: 15868  Lots: 1.

Block: 15869  Lots: 1.

Block: 15870  Lots: 60; 71.

Block: 15871  Lots: 1.

Block: 15873  Lots: 1.

Block: 15874  Lots: 8; 41.

Block: 15875  Lots: 1.

Block: 15876  Lots: 1.

Block: 15890  Lots: 8; 13; 16; 17; 18; 28; 30; 37; 41; 42; 54; 58; 62; 64; 66; 69; 84; 89; 94; 97.

Block: 15891  Lots: 1; 5; 9; 10; 21; 30; 55; 57.

Block: 15892  Lots: 1.

Block: 15894  Lots: 1; 11.

Block: 15895  Lots: 50.

Block: 15897  Lots: 1; 17; 18; 36; 40; 42; 44; 130; 133; 134; 135; 137; 139; 141; 143; 145.

Block: 15898  Lots: 35.

Block: 15900  Lots: 2; 4; 8.

Block: 15901  Lots: 1; 5; 8; 57.

Block: 15904  Lots: 1; 19; 20; 25; 27; 29; 31; 33; 34; 35; 37.

Block: 15905 Lots: 1; 135, 136, 137; 138; 139; 140; 141; 165; 166; 167; 168; 169; 170; 171; 172; 197; 198; 199; 200; 201; 202; 203; 204; 205; 206; 207; 208; 210; 211; 212; 213; 214; 215; 216; 217; 218; 227; 228; 229; 230; 235; 236; 237; 238; 239; 240; 241; 243; 244; 245; 246; 247; 248; 249; 250; 251; 252; 254; 255; 256; 257; 258; 259; 260; 261; 262; 263; 264; 265; 267; 268; 269; 270; 271; 272; 273; 274; 276; 277; 278; 279; 280; 281; 282; 283; 284; 285; 286; 287; 288; 289; 290; 291; 292; 293.

Block: 15907  Lots: 50.

Block: 15908  Lots: 3; 5; 162.

Block: 15909  Lots: 1; 6; 7; 65; 70.

Block: 15910  Lots: 7.

Block: 15913  Lots: 26; 37.

Block: 15917  Lots: 14.

Block: 15918  Lots: 1; 2; 10; 18; 85.

Block: 15939 Lots: 1.

Block: 15940 Lots: 93; 103.

Block: 15941 Lots: 71.

Block: 15942 Lots: 1.

Block: 15947  Lots: 1.

Block: 15948  Lots: 1.

Block: 15950  Lots: 1; 14; 24; 29; 42; 55.

Block: 15973  Lots: 1; 38.

Block: 16014  Lots: 1; 22.

Block: 16076  Lots: 1; 14; 118. 

Block: 16077  Lots: 1; 28; 40; 42.

Block: 16078  Lots: 1; 3; 6; 8; 10; 12; 14; 15; 17; 18; 20; 21; 23; 25; 27; 28; 29; 35; 37; 45; 47; 48; 49; 51; 52; 53; 54; 55; 56; 57; 58.

Block: 16079  Lots: 1; 7; 9; 18; 20; 22; 24; 26; 28; 29; 31; 33; 34; 36; 43; 45; 47.

Block: 16080  Lots: 1; 37; 100.

Block: 16081  Lots: 45.

Block: 16083  Lots: 39; 42; 43; 84.

Block: 16085  Lots: 44; 47; 48; 92.

Block: 16087  Lots: 12; 15.

Block: 16088  Lots: 1; 11; 12; 15; 40.

Block: 16089  Lots: 1; 11; 12; 15.

Block: 16090  Lots: 1; 20; 24; 25; 29; 85.

Block: 16091  Lots: 1; 6.

Block: 16092 Lots: 1; 2; 3; 4; 5; 6; 7; 8; 9; 10; 11; 12; 13; 14; 15; 16; 17; 18; 19; 20; 21; 22; 23; 24; 25; 26; 27; 28; 29; 30; 31; 32; 33; 34; 35; 36; 37; 38; 39; 40; 41; 42; 43; 44; 45; 46; 47; 48; 49; 51; 52; 53; 54; 55; 56; 57; 58; 59; 60; 61; 62; 63; 64; 65; 66; 67; 68; 69; 70; 71; 72; 73; 74; 75; 76; 77; 78; 79; 80; 81; 82; 83; 84; 85; 86; 87; 88; 89; 90; 91; 92; 93; 94; 95; 96; 97; 98; 99; 100; 101; 102; 103; 104; 105; 106; 107; 108; 109; 110; 111; 112; 113; 114; 115; 116; 117; 118; 119; 120; 121; 122; 123; 124; 125; 126; 127; 128; 129; 130; 131; 132; 133; 134; 135; 137; 138; 139; 140.

Block: 16093 Lots: 1.

Block: 16094 Lots: 1.

Block: 16095 Lots: 55.

Block: 16096  Lots: 10; 11; 12; 13; 14; 15; 16; 17; 18; 19; 20; 21; 22; 23; 24; 25; 26; 27; 28; 29; 30; 31; 32; 33; 34; 35; 36; 37; 38; 39; 40; 41; 42; 44; 50.

Block: 16100  Lots: 1; 7; 14; 18; 20; 24; 28; 29; 31; 33; 34; 37; 38; 56; 85; 175.

Block: 16103  Lots: 1; 60; 136; 140; 200.

Block: 16104  Lots: 1; 25; 28; 201.

Block: 16105  Lots: 1.

Block: 16106  Lots: 1.

Block: 16111  Lots: 1; 25.

Block: 16112  Lots: 1; 41; 45; 66.

Block: 16113  Lots: 1; 9.

Block: 16114  Lots: 2; 125; 9999.

Block: 16115  Lots: 4; 36.

Block: 16117  Lots: 24; 84.

Block: 16119  Lots: 18; 25; 27; 31; 32; 33; 36; 40; 41; 44; 45; 51; 54; 56; 58; 60; 61; 62; 63; 64; 65; 67; 71; 74; 78; 79; 80; 81; 84; 85; 86; 87; 90; 92; 94; 97; 100; 101; 102; 104; 109; 110; 111; 112; 113; 115; 120; 122; 178; 236; 289; 294; 297.

Block: 16120  Lots: 1; 5; 6; 10; 12; 14; 65; 68; 69; 70; 71; 72; 79; 80.

Block: 16121  Lots: 1; 4; 5; 7; 9; 13; 14; 15; 126; 133; 136; 138; 143; 145; 146; 148.

Block: 16122  Lots: 1; 3; 5; 7; 9; 10; 12; 14; 15; 17; 18; 19; 22; 23; 25; 27; 29; 30;32; 36; 38; 39; 42; 43; 44; 45; 46; 47; 48; 50; 52; 54; 56; 58; 60; 107; 133; 134; 137.

Block: 16123  Lots: 1; 2; 9; 10; 11; 12; 13; 15; 16; 17; 18; 20; 21; 22; 23; 25; 26; 28; 30; 32; 34; 36; 38; 44; 46; 48; 50; 52; 54; 56; 58; 60; 62; 64; 66; 68; 70; 79; 85; 86; 92; 94; 95; 98; 99.

Block: 16124  Lots: 1; 3; 4; 5; 7; 11; 12; 14; 16; 17; 18; 20; 21; 22; 23; 25; 26; 27; 28; 29; 33; 76; 78; 84; 91; 92; 94; 95; 96; 97; 104; 107; 108; 111; 114; 115; 119.

Block: 16125  Lots: 1; 3; 5; 6; 8; 9; 10; 11; 12; 13; 14; 15; 16; 17; 18; 19; 20; 22; 23; 24; 64; 69; 70; 71; 72; 73; 74; 75; 76; 77; 78; 79; 80; 81; 82; 85; 86; 87; 89; 90; 92; 97; 98; 100; 101; 102; 103; 104; 105; 107; 108; 111; 114; 118; 120; 121; 122; 123; 124; 188.

Block: 16126  Lots: 1.

Block: 16127  Lots: 1; 7; 8; 9; 10; 11; 12; 13; 16; 22; 23; 24; 25.

Block: 16128  Lots: 1; 50.

Block: 16129  Lots: 1.

Block: 16131  Lots: 10; 50.

Block: 16151  Lots: 6; 14; 15; 18; 36; 91; 92.

Block: 16152  Lots: 1; 3; 5; 10; 11; 14; 26; 46; 65; 66; 67; 69; 71; 74; 75; 77; 78; 80; 81; 82; 83; 84; 101.

Block: 16153  Lots: 1; 7; 8; 11; 12; 13; 14; 15; 18; 21; 23; 25; 28; 69; 71; 72; 80; 81; 82; 83; 84; 89; 91; 95; 108; 185; 208; 285.

Block: 16154  Lots: 2; 4; 6; 8; 10; 12; 14; 15; 16; 18; 20; 22; 24; 26; 28; 30; 32; 101.

Block: 16155  Lots: 1; 5; 7; 10; 12; 15; 17; 18; 80; 81; 82; 83; 84; 87; 91; 92.

Block: 16156  Lots: 1; 6; 7; 8; 9; 12; 19; 80; 94; 95; 96; 97; 98; 99; 100; 101; 102; 103.

Block: 16157  Lots: 1; 2; 3; 4; 6; 10; 24; 25; 89; 90; 91; 92; 95.

Block: 16158  Lots: 5.

Block: 16159  Lots: 8; 9.

Block: 16160  Lots: 8; 9.

Block: 16161  Lots: 29; 50; 9999.

Block: 16162  Lots: 3; 18; 100; 120.

Block: 16164  Lots: 1; 2; 3; 4; 5; 10; 11; 12; 13; 14; 20; 22; 23; 103; 104; 204; 304.

Block: 16166  Lots: 1; 3; 5; 6; 7; 8; 9; 11; 13; 15; 17; 19; 20; 22; 23; 24; 25; 26; 27; 29; 31; 32; 35; 38; 40; 43; 45; 47; 49; 50; 53; 55; 56; 57; 59; 61; 63; 65; 68; 69; 71; 72; 73; 74; 75; 76; 77; 78; 79; 80; 81; 85; 94; 100; 101; 110; 155; 177; 250; 260; 269; 281; 286; 293; 299; 304; 311; 312; 315; 317; 322; 336; 350; 400; 425; 426; 434; 449; 450; 453; 460; 470; 482; 483; 485; 486; 487.

Block: 16167  Lots: 151; 160.

Block: 16171  Lots: 11; 12; 13; 14; 15; 16; 17; 18; 19; 20; 27; 28; 29; 30; 31; 32; 34; 35; 39; 46; 47; 48; 50; 51; 52; 53; 58; 59; 60; 62; 64; 65; 68; 69; 70; 71; 72; 73.

Block: 16172  Lots: 11; 20; 60.

Block: 16176  Lots: 1; 25.

Block: 16178  Lots: 1; 50; 60; 65; 70; 80.

Block: 16180  Lots: 1; 2; 3; 8; 9.

Block: 16188  Lots: 1; 4; 6; 8; 12; 15; 17; 19; 21; 23; 25; 28; 30; 34; 62; 66; 68; 70; 73; 75; 78.

Block: 16190  Lots: 10; 100; 130.

§ 2.  This local law shall take effect immediately and shall be retroactive to and deemed to have been in full force and effect as of June 25, 2010.
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� See � HYPERLINK "http://www.empire.state.ny.us/Tax_and_Financial_Incentives/Empire_Zones/descriptions_benefits" ��http://www.empire.state.ny.us/Tax_and_Financial_Incentives/Empire_Zones/descriptions_benefits�.asp Accessed November 22, 2009.


� See, GML §958(a)(iii).


�See, State Department of Economic Development website, � HYPERLINK "http://www.nylovesbiz.com/Tax_and_Financial_Incentives/Empire_Zones/default.asp" ��http://www.nylovesbiz.com/Tax_and_Financial_Incentives/Empire_Zones/default.asp�. Accessed November 22, 2009; see also, SBS website, � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyc.gov/html/dof/html/property/property_tax_reduc_incentive.shtml" ��http://www.nyc.gov/html/dof/html/property/property_tax_reduc_incentive.shtml�. November 22, 2009. 


� See, GML §963.


� See, GML §957(d).


� See, generally, NYC Administrative Code §§22-701–22-719. 


� Information available at  , and � HYPERLINK http://www.tax.state.ny.us/sbc/qeze.htm ��http://www.tax.state.ny.us/sbc/qeze.htm�, and  http://www.labor.state.ny.us/businessservices/EDSU/EDSU%20EDZ%20ZEA.shtm. Accessed November 22, 2009


� Certain disadvantaged workers qualifying for other federal tax credit programs.


� Ibid.


� 5 NYCRR 10.2 (n).


� See Local Law 5 of 1994.  Note: The bounded zones were originally named “economic development” in the 1986 state legislation creating the program. In 2000, the State Legislature changed the program and zone names to empire zones. 


� See section 15 of part GG of chapter 63 of the laws of 2000.


� Transcript, September 14, 2006, New York City Council Committee on Economic Development, Hum, Carl, Director, Mayor’s Office of Manufacturing and Industrial Business.


� See Local Law 45 of 2006 and Section 22-712(c) of the New York City Administrative Code.


� Second Amended Arverne Urban Renewal Plan, at page 5.


� Representation by SBS officials during meeting with Committee Staff, February 2012.


� Representation by SBS officials during  meeting with Committee Staff, February 2012.


� Empire State Development, � HYPERLINK "http://www.esd.ny.gov/BusinessPrograms/EmpireZones.html" ��http://www.esd.ny.gov/BusinessPrograms/EmpireZones.html�, accessed 9/28/12


� General Municipal Law, Section 969(f).


� Empire State Development, � HYPERLINK "http://www.esd.ny.gov/BusinessPrograms/EmpireZones.html" ��http://www.esd.ny.gov/BusinessPrograms/EmpireZones.html�, accessed 9/28/12.


� General Municipal Law Section 969(f).


� Letter, dated December 6, 2011 from Andrew Schwartz, First Deputy Commissioner, Department of Small Business Services, addressed to Robert Newman, Legislative Director, New York City Council.
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