New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.
Legislative Service Number:
LS No. 25120
Prime Sponsor:
Minority Leader David Carr and Council Member Oswald Feliz
Bill Title:
A Local Law in relation to creating a pilot program to provide hearing protection equipment for city police officers and providing for the repeal of this local law upon the expiration thereof
Submitted by:
Minority Leader David Carr
Justification
Studies have shown law enforcement officers suffer noise-induced hearing damage at a significantly higher rate than other occupations. Given the job-related safety hazards presented by this particular line of work, combined with the need for situational awareness through the ability to pick up on auditory signals, specific hearing protection that both allows an officer to hear his/her surroundings and reduces the decibels of excessively loud noise is required.
To address the unique requirements of this issue, this bill would require the New York City Police Department (NYPD) to create a one-year pilot program to provide in-ear electronic hearing protection equipment with a noise reduction rating of 25 decibels or more to city police officers. The bill would require the NYPD to provide information to officers about hearing loss prevention. The bill also would require the NYPD to publish a report on the pilot program’s effectiveness and whether it should be made permanent
For these reasons, I urge my colleagues to support this legislation.
