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          1  ZONING AND FRANCHISES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Will everybody

          3  who is not involved in the Zoning and Franchises'

          4  meeting please leave the room immediately, except

          5  for Land Use members. But if you have conversations,

          6  please take it outside.

          7                 I'd like to reconvene the

          8  Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises from

          9  yesterday. The one item that we had laid over til

         10  today for a vote was Land Use No. 572. C06006 ZMM,

         11  commonly referred to as the "Far West Village

         12  Rezoning."

         13                 We laid it over today at the request

         14  of Council Member Quinn so that further negotiations

         15  could go on, and I'd like to call on the Council

         16  member for her comments and report.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Thank you.

         18                 I went through yesterday the

         19  importance of this rezoning, so I won't go through

         20  it again. I want to thank the Chair for laying it

         21  over til this morning. I want to thank the

         22  individuals from the neighborhood and from the

         23  affected buildings, Wallace, Brenda and others who

         24  worked hard to try to come to an agreement on two of

         25  the properties in some of the two impacted
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          2  buildings. We were able to come to an agreement with

          3  one of the buildings, not the other, and my concern

          4  is that as we speak, and as the Chair knows well

          5  this problem, that there are properties and

          6  developers who are trying to vest under the existing

          7  zoning to be able to grandparent their buildings in,

          8  and I am just concerned that any future delay would

          9  enable that to happen.

         10                 So, I want to very clearly thank all

         11  of those who worked very hard and late into the

         12  evening yesterday to try to come to an agreement and

         13  I'm sorry that wasn't able to happen, but I would

         14  urge my colleagues to vote today in support of this

         15  zoning.  There were other people yesterday who did

         16  raise other concerns on Charles Lane, et cetera, and

         17  I want to thank them for being so involved. But I

         18  think it's important that we move this item as

         19  quickly as possible without modifications.

         20                 There are some remaining issues we'll

         21  address with the BSA but because of really the

         22  pressure in the neighborhood, I'd urge everyone to

         23  vote in support of this today.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Thank you,

         25  Council Member Quinn. I know you put an awful lot of
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          2  work into this and I know the community was heavily

          3  involved in this rezoning and it's another example

          4  of rezoning the City of New York to make sure that

          5  it accurately reflects the quality and the character

          6  of the neighborhood, and I know it's something that

          7  you've been working on for a long time.

          8                 I failed to introduce the members of

          9  my Committee that are here.

         10                 Council Member McMahon, Christine

         11  Quinn, Eric Dilan, Melinda Katz, and we have a

         12  number of members here that are waiting for the Land

         13  Use Committee that will meet immediately after, and

         14  he's got his hand up already. We are not mentioning

         15  your birthday again, but I just mentioned it again.

         16  I know you don't want to get attention, but...

         17                 Council Member Gentile is here,

         18  Council Member Barron, Council Member Comrie, Mike

         19  Nelson, Simcha Felder and I saw Jimmy Oddo a second

         20  ago.

         21                 With that, unless there's any

         22  questions from the Committee members on this

         23  rezoning, and also Council Member Koppell is sitting

         24  in the audience, I will ask Counsel to take the

         25  vote. Chair recommends approval.
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          2                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Chair Avella.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Aye.

          4                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          5  Quinn.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Just before I

          7  vote, I want to thank the Chair of the Subcommittee

          8  for his assistance on this and being so responsive

          9  to the neighborhood and moving this quickly. I want

         10  to thank the Chair of the full Committee for her

         11  support. I also want to thank the staff, who I think

         12  we just about drove crazy, Chris and Pat and Pete

         13  and Gail for their help on this. Also, my staff,

         14  Karen Mirowitz and Kate Seeley Kirk, who really did

         15  a terrific, terrific job working on this. Thank you,

         16  Gail. And I want to thank, as Tony said the many,

         17  many, thank the many neighborhood organizations,

         18  Community Board 2, the Greenwich Village Community

         19  Task Force, Greenwich Village Society for Historic

         20  Preservation, and the numerous other groups who

         21  worked very, very hard to make this happen.

         22                 And I also want to thank the City

         23  Planning Commission, who were highly responsive and

         24  moved literally as quickly as the clock would allow

         25  to get us to this day today. So, I vote aye.
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          2                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          3  Dilan.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: I vote aye.

          5                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          6  Katz.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

          8                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          9  McMahon.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         11                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: The vote stands

         12  at five in the affirmative, none in the negative,

         13  and no abstentions and refers to the full Land Use

         14  Committee.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: That closes this

         16  meeting of the Subcommittee on Zoning and

         17  Franchises.

         18                 (Hearing concluded at 10:40 a.m.)
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          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 7th day of October 2005.
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