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August 21, 2001

INT. NO. 894

By: Council Members Golden, Berman, Clarke and Marshall; also Council Members Dear, Fisher, Koslowitz, Nelson, O’Donovan and Abel.

TITLE:
In relation to a street name, Guild for Exceptional Children Way, Borough of Brooklyn

INTENT:
This legislation would add, through the posting of an additional sign, the name “Guild For Exceptional Children Way” on 68th Street between Ridge Boulevard and 3rd Avenue.

COMMENT:


The following background material was provided by the Guild for Exceptional Children:


The Guild for Exceptional Children, (GEC), is a private not-for-profit, human services agency that cares for developmentally disabled persons who are mentally retarded, and his or her family. The primary service area is Bay Ridge, Brooklyn but extends throughout southwest Brooklyn.


Since it was founded in 1958, GEC has grown to become a leader in the provision of specialized services. The agency’s goal is to help families to better cope with the responsibilities of raising and caring for a developmentally disabled child at home.


Today, GEC, a respected part of the fabric of greater Bay Ridge, provides an ever-growing list of comprehensive services for more than 700 individuals and families with funding sources which include voluntary contributions, private foundations, in-house special events, United Way and contracts with State and local government agencies. Volunteer and student intern opportunities are available. There are services available for infants and toddlers, pre-schoolers, school-age children, adolescents, young adults, adults and senior citizens. Progress has been continuous since the early days when a small group of parents joined together to form a voluntary recreational program for their own children because there were few other resources available.


The current residential program dates back to 1970 with the opening of the first community residence in Brooklyn. Today there are seven group homes that have 24-hour supervision, with an eighth under way. Seven apartments house higher functioning men and women who receive limited supervision. GEC is serving 90 persons in these facilities.


GEC employs more than 300 workers, both full and part-time, professional and para-professional.. There are 500 regular and subscribing members and the annual budget exceeds 10 million dollars.



In recognition of GEC’s many years of caring for disabled children and adults, and their families, in the Bay Ridge area of Brooklyn, it is fitting that 68th Street, between Ridge Boulevard and 3rd Avenue, where the Guild is headquartered, be called “Guild for Exceptional Children Way.”


This local law shall take effect immediately.
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