Res. No. 475
..Title

Resolution calling on the United States Congress to pass, and the President to sign, H.R. 5722, H.R. 5718, H.R. 5685, H.R. 5675, H.R. 5590, H.R. 5809, and H.R. 5197 to combat the opioid crisis, including actions to address the needs of those with Medicare coverage. 
..Body
By Council Member Holden 
Whereas, Opioid abuse and death are at epidemic levels in the United States (U.S.), and, according to the National Institute on Drug Abuse, nearly 64,000 people died of drug overdoses in America in 2016; and

Whereas, According to the American Association of Retired Persons (AARP), nearly 14,000 people over the age of 45 died from overdose in 2015, which accounted for 42 percent of all such deaths in the U.S.; and  

Whereas, According to the New York State Department of Health (DOH), of the 668 individuals in New York City who died from an opioid overdose in 2015, 320 were between the ages of 45 and 64; and 
Whereas, According to New York City’s Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH), every 7 hours someone in New York City dies from a drug overdose, and an estimated 1,441 people died in New York City from drug overdose in 2017, surpassing the number of overdose deaths in 2016; and 

Whereas, According to the City of New York Office of the Mayor, of the people in New York City who died of a drug overdose in 2016, an estimated 80 percent involved an opioid, and, of that 80 percent, 18 percent involved prescription opioid painkillers; and 

Whereas, Opioids include narcotics intended to manage pain from surgery, injury, or illness, and individuals who require surgery are at higher risk of opioid addiction; and 

Whereas, According to a survey conducted by the Kaiser Family Foundation and the Washington Post, 25 percent of long-term opioid users started taking opioids because of pain after a surgery and another 25 percent started because of pain after an accident or injury; and 
Whereas, According to the Office of the Inspector General of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), one out of every 3 Medicare beneficiaries received at least one prescription opioid through Medicare Part D in 2016, totaling 14.4 million beneficiaries; and

Whereas, Of those beneficiaries, one out of every 10 received opioids on a regular basis, meaning for 3 months or more, and research shows that the risk of opioid dependence increases substantially for patients receiving opioids continuously for 3 months; and 

Whereas, Over 500,000 Medicare beneficiaries, not including those receiving hospice care or cancer-related care, received high amounts of opioids, having more than 2.5 times the dose the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommends avoiding for chronic pain patients; and  
Whereas, Of these beneficiaries, almost 90,000 are at serious risk, most because they received prescriptions for extreme amounts of opioids while others appear to be “doctor shopping,” meaning they had multiple prescribers and pharmacies; and   

Whereas, According to the CDC, between July 2016 and September 2017 there was a 32 percent increase of individuals over the age of 55 who received treatment for opioid overdoses in emergency rooms, and, according to AARP, the hospitalization rate due to opioid abuse has quintupled for those 65 and older in the past two decades; and 

Whereas, H.R. 5722, sponsored by Rep. Jackie Walorski, will help address the opioid epidemic by directing the Secretary of HHS to conduct a study and submit to Congress a report containing recommendations on how to improve the use of non-opioid treatments for acute and chronic pain management for individuals entitled to benefits under part A or enrolled under part B of the Medicare program, and for other purposes; and 
Whereas, H.R. 5718, sponsored by Rep. Jason Smith, will help address the opioid epidemic by calling for a technical expert panel to provide recommendations on reducing opioid use in the surgical setting and on best practices for pain management; and
Whereas, H.R. 5685, sponsored by Rep. John Faso, will help address the opioid epidemic by directing the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) to compile educational resources regarding opioid use, pain management, and alternative pain management treatments, and include these resources in the Medicare and You Handbook; and

Whereas, H.R. 5675, sponsored by Rep. Gus Bilirakis, will help address the opioid epidemic by building off of work done in the Comprehensive Addiction Recovery Act (CARA) and require prescription drug plan sponsors under the Medicare program to establish drug management programs for at-risk beneficiaries; and

Whereas, H.R. 5590, authored by Vice Chairman Adam Kinzinger, will help address the opioid epidemic by establishing an action plan, including studies, reports to Congress authored by HHS, and meetings with stakeholders, for the purpose of addressing the opioid crisis; and 
Whereas, H.R. 5809, sponsored by Rep. Scott Peters, will help address the opioid epidemic by creating a pass-through payment extension to encourage the development of non-opioid drugs for post-surgical pain management in Medicare; and

Whereas, H.R. 5197, otherwise known as the Alternatives to Opioids (ALTO) in the Emergency Department Act, sponsored by Rep. Bill Pascrell, will help address the opioid crisis by directing the Secretary of HHS to conduct a demonstration program to test alternative pain management protocols to limit the use of opioids in emergency departments; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls on the United States Congress to pass, and the President to sign, H.R. 5722, H.R. 5718, H.R. 5685, H.R. 5675, H.R. 5590, H.R. 5809, and H.R. 5197 to combat the opioid crisis, including actions to address the needs of those with Medicare coverage.
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