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THE COUNCIL
REPORT OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE DIVISION

MARCEL VAN OOYEN, DEPUTY CHIEF-OF-STAFF

COMMITTEE ON HOUSING AND BUILDINGS

Madeline Provenzano, Chair

June 2, 2003

PROPOSED INT. NO. 241-A:


By:  Council Members Avella, Comrie, Gerson, Koppell and Stewart.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:


Amends the reference to ANSI-Z21.11.2 of the reference standard 15-2 of the appendix to chapter one of title twenty-seven.

TITLE:





In relation to updating the standards for gas-fueled unvented room heaters from the 1983 version of ANSI-Z21.11.2 to the 2002 version and authorizing the use of such heaters.

BACKGROUND AND INTENT:


This proposed bill would authorize the use of vent-free gas heating appliances, also known as gas-fueled or gas-fired unvented room heaters, in dwelling units as a supplemental heat source.  The devices are manufactured in different designs, sizes, heating capacities and colors, and can be installed to resemble fireplaces.  According to the Vent-Free Gas Products Alliance,
 vent-free gas products such as this appliance are allowed in 47 states.  The legislation would not authorize the use of these devices as a primary heat source under any circumstances and would impose the obligation that any such heaters meet the applicable requirements in the 2002 edition of ANSI- Z21.11.2, Gas-fired Room Heaters, Volume II, Unvented Room Heaters.

The Committee is not expected to vote on this bill today and expects to hear from representatives of the Department of Buildings, the Fire Department, the Department of Health, Keyspan, Con Edison, manufacturers of these devices and from others interested in the this matter.

Amendments to Int. No. 241

1)
The title was changed to reflect the reference to the 2002 version of ANSI-Z21.11.2.  The original bill referenced the 2000 version of the same standard.

2)
Bill section one was amended to also reflect the reference to the 2002 version of ANSI-Z21.11.2.  The original bill referenced the 2000 version of the same standard.

3)
Bill section two was amended by adding a provision to proscribe under any circumstances the use of these heaters as a primary heat source and that the heaters may only be used as supplemental heat sources.

4)
Bill section three was amended to include the text found in existing law that should have been recited as the last sentence of subdivision b of section 27-2034.  This bill section was also amended by eliminating the reference to subdivision g of section 27-2034 since the amendment to current law that was contained in the original bill has been eliminated at the suggestion of the Administration.  The original provision in Int. No. 241 would have authorized the use of flexible piping for the connection of the gas-fueled unvented room heaters to the gas piping supplying the gas in the premises.

�  The Vent-Free Gas Products Alliance is a coalition of members of the Gas Appliance Manufacturers Association's (GAMA's) Vent-Free Gas Products Division.  See Commonly Asked Questions about Vent-Free Gas Supplemental Heating Appliances at � HYPERLINK "http://www.ventfree.org/pr/commonq.htm" ��http://www.ventfree.org/pr/commonq.htm�.
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