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          1  COMMITTEE ON PARKS AND RECREATION

          2                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: We are going to

          3  be voting on Intro. 566-A, which is a local law to

          4  create a task force to study the feasibility of

          5  transferring City-owned wetlands to the jurisdiction

          6  of the Department of Parks and Recreation.

          7                 We are all ready to vote when you

          8  are.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Foster.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: May I take

         13  one brief moment to explain my vote?

         14                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: I do think

         16  this is such an important bill to obviously protect

         17  the wetlands and for the interest in my residents in

         18  Broad Channel, Howard Beach and parts of Rockaway, I

         19  think this is an important piece of legislation for

         20  my district as well. So, I proudly vote yes.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I vote aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Madam Chair,
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          1  COMMITTEE ON PARKS AND RECREATION

          2  may I be excused to explain my vote?

          3                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you.

          5                 And I agree with Joe Addabbo, my

          6  colleague from the Rockaway. The wetlands are

          7  extremely important. Even though I don't have any in

          8  my district, I do know the importance of them, and

          9  as a result of the fact that we cannot just build a

         10  City of all concrete, it's important that we

         11  preserve as much of the greenery and natural

         12  resources that we have.

         13                 With that in mind, and knowing that

         14  it's the best for the environment and the City of

         15  New York, I thereby vote aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: I vote aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of seven in

         23  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         24  abstentions, Introduction 566-A is adopted.

         25                 Council Members, please sign the
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          1  COMMITTEE ON PARKS AND RECREATION

          2  Committee report. Thank you.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you. And

          4  for the record, we have testimony from New Yorkers

          5  for Parks.

          6                 Can we leave the vote open, please?

          7  That being it, the meeting is adjourned.

          8                 (The following written testimony was

          9  read into the record.)
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         11

         12  Written Testimony Of:

         13  Pamela Governale

         14  Community Design Program Manager

         15  New Yorkers for Parks

         16

         17                 Introduction.

         18                 Good morning. My name is Pamela

         19  Governale and I am the Community Design Program

         20  Manager at New Yorkers for Parks (NY4P) - the

         21  citywide parks advocacy organization that works to

         22  protect and promote the city's parkland, including

         23  more than 12,000 acres of natural areas.

         24                 I am here today to testify in support

         25  of Intro. 566-A.
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          1  COMMITTEE ON PARKS AND RECREATION

          2                 Enhance and Protect Natural Areas in

          3  New York City - Intro. 566-A.

          4                 The wetlands of New York City provide

          5  habitats for plants, reptiles, birds, fish,

          6  amphibians and mammals. The wetlands also provide

          7  ecological, recreational, water quality and have

          8  aesthetic value.

          9                 As stated in the legislative findings

         10  and intent of this bill, "wetlands provide values

         11  that no other ecosystem can, including natural water

         12  quality improvement, flood protection, shoreline

         13  erosion control and opportunities for recreation and

         14  aesthetic appreciation."

         15                 Wetlands used to comprise more than

         16  100 square miles in the City but have dwindled to a

         17  mere 14 square miles.

         18                 It is imperative that these remaining

         19  wetlands be preserved. Transferring the lands to

         20  Parks would ensure their preservation and protect

         21  them from future development.

         22                 New Yorkers for Parks strongly

         23  supports the creation of a task force to undertake a

         24  feasibility study of the transfer of these

         25  city-owned wetlands to the Department of Parks and
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          1  COMMITTEE ON PARKS AND RECREATION

          2  Recreation.

          3                 For over two years, the Council

          4  Committee on Parks and Recreation and Committee on

          5  Waterfronts have advocated for this feasibility

          6  study and have done so with the support of groups

          7  like Natural Resource Defense Council, the Trust for

          8  Public Land, the Regional Plan Association, NYC

          9  Audubon and New Yorkers for Parks. It is imperative

         10  that this legislation be passed.

         11                 Natural areas, like wetlands, provide

         12  important benefits to our city. They improve air and

         13  water quality; they act as flood controls; they are

         14  habitats for wildlife and birds; and they provide

         15  wonderful passive recreation opportunities for city

         16  residents.

         17                 New Yorkers for Parks believes that

         18  passing Intro. 566 is vital to the health of our

         19  city's natural areas. Thank you.

         20                 (Hearing concluded at 12:03 p.m.)
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          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 17th day of August 2005.
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         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.
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