Int. No. 1107

By Council Members Rose, Koo, Koppell, Palma, Vallone and Brewer 

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the collection of compostable waste.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

Section 1. The definition of “compostable waste” in section 16-303 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 40 for the year 2010, is amended to read as follows:

"Compostable waste" means any material found in the waste stream that can be broken down into, or otherwise become part of, usable compost, such as food scraps, soiled paper, and plant trimmings. [Such] As determined by the commissioner, such term may also include disposable plastic food service ware and bags that meet the american society for the testing of materials standard [specification] specifications for compostable plastics, but shall not include liquids and textiles.

§ 2. Section 16-308 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by relettering subdivisions a, b, c, d, e, f, g and h as subdivisions b, c, d, e, f, g, h and i, respectively, and adding a new subdivision a to read as follows:

§16-308 [Yard] Compostable waste. a. 1. No later than September first, two thousand thirteen, the commissioner shall establish a voluntary residential organic collection pilot program for the diversion of compostable waste from department-managed solid waste collected from residential households in areas in the city designated by the commissioner. Such pilot program shall end no earlier than July first, two thousand fifteen. 

2. No later than September first, two thousand thirteen, the commissioner shall establish an organic collection pilot program for the diversion of compostable waste from department-managed solid waste collected from no less than thirty schools in no fewer than two boroughs.  As part of such school organic collection pilot, the department shall provide collection service, on a voluntary basis, to residential buildings with nine or more units that are located on or near collection routes for such school organic collection pilot. Such pilot program shall end no earlier than July first, two thousand fifteen.

3. The commissioner shall expand the voluntary residential organic collection pilot program and the school organic collection program established pursuant to paragraphs one and two of this subdivision into not less than one area in each borough not yet serviced by such pilot program every three months for the first year following the commencement of such program. Once such a pilot program has been established in a borough, the commissioner shall assess the feasibility of expanding such pilot program to other areas in such borough. 

4. The commissioner shall have the authority, during the duration of the pilot program established pursuant to paragraph one of this subdivision, to discontinue voluntary residential organic collection service to a designated area; provided however that if the commissioner discontinues such collection service the commissioner shall designate a replacement area within the same borough of equal or greater size, either based on population or area, and, within sixty days of any such discontinuation of service, implement voluntary residential organic collection service in such replacement area. At no time shall the pilot program operate in less than one designated area.

5. The department shall report to the mayor and the council the total amount of compostable waste diverted during the previous quarter in each area designated pursuant to paragraphs one, two and three of this subdivision, and shall include this information as part of the department's annual recycling report required pursuant to subdivision k of section 16-305 of this chapter.

6. No later than October first, two thousand fifteen, the commissioner shall issue a report to the mayor and the council on the pilot programs established pursuant to this subdivision, which shall include, but not be limited to, information on number of participants living in designated areas, diversion and participation rates for compostable waste, the costs of the programs, the availability of organic material processing capacity in and around the city and resident feedback concerning such program including the adequacy of the receptacles used for such program and any other issues of concern. Such report shall include a plan for implementing a citywide residential organic collection program and a schedule for expanding the program to additional areas in the city.

§ 3. Subdivision f of section 16-308 of the administrative code of the city of New York as relettered by section 2 of this local law is amended to read as follows:

f. Generators of yard waste, except those identified in subdivision [f] g of this section, shall separate, tie, bundle, or place into paper bags or unlined rigid containers, in accordance with rules promulgated by the commissioner, any yard waste set out for collection by the department pursuant to subdivision [a] b of this section. The commissioner shall notify all residents in districts that receive yard waste collection by the department of such pre-collection procedures, and undertake any other action necessary to effectuate the purposes of this subdivision.

§ 4. Subdivision i of section 16-308 of the administrative code of the city of New York as relettered by section 2 of this local law is amended to read as follows:

i. No person residing in a district where the department provides residential yard waste composting collection pursuant to subdivision [a] b of this section shall dispose of grass clippings as regular waste for collection by the department during the period of time when the department conducts such composting collection. The department shall conduct outreach and education to inform residents within such districts of the dates when it will conduct yard waste composting collection. No person residing in a district where the department provides residential yard waste composting collection shall be held liable for a violation of this subdivision during the first year the department provides such residential yard waste composting collection.

§ 5. This local law shall take effect immediately.
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