New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.
Legislative Service Number:
LS #25030
Prime Sponsor:
Council Member Shanel Thomas-Henry
Bill Title: To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring analyses of cooling towers associated with Legionnaires’ disease clusters
Submitted by:
Council Member Shanel Thomas Henry
Justification
In recent years, New York City has experienced multiple outbreaks of Legionnaires' disease across all five boroughs. These outbreaks have resulted in preventable illnesses and the tragic loss of New Yorkers' lives.
While Legionnaires' disease is well understood and effective measures exist to reduce its spread, prevention requires identifying and addressing risks before outbreaks occur rather than responding after the fact. This bill takes a proactive approach by requiring the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH), in consultation with the Department of Buildings (DOB), to analyze the common characteristics of cooling towers associated with each Legionnaires' disease cluster and issue recommendations to reduce the likelihood that cooling towers contribute to future outbreaks.
By strengthening the City's understanding of the factors associated with Legionnaires' disease clusters and informing future prevention efforts, this legislation will help protect public health and reduce the risk of future illnesses and fatalities
For these reasons, I urge my colleagues to support this legislation.

