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THE COUNCIL

Report of the Governmental Affairs Division

Marcel Van Ooyen, Deputy Chief of Staff

COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY
Hon. Peter Vallone Jr., Chair

November 10, 2003

RES. NO. 1125:
By Council Members Vallone Jr., Comrie, Dilan, Fidler, Gennaro, Gentile, Gerson, Jennings, Koppell, Nelson, Recchia, Rivera and Weprin

TITLE:
Resolution calling upon the New York State Legislature to increase penalties for the crime of bank robbery so that the minimum standard penalty is a class C felony.

Under the Penal Law, a person may be charged with robbery if “in the course of committing a larceny, he uses or threatens the immediate use of physical force upon another person for the purpose of preventing or overcoming resistance to the taking of the property or to the retention thereof immediately after the taking,” or by “compelling the owner of such property or another person to deliver up the property or to engage in other conduct which aids in the commission of the larceny.”
  Robbery in the third degree, the lowest form of robbery, is a class D felony.
  Larceny, which is referenced in the robbery statute, is defined as “when, with intent to deprive another of property or to appropriate the same to himself or to a third person, he wrongfully takes, obtains or withholds such property from an owner thereof.”
   Property taken from the person of another is classified as an E felony.
   A person convicted of an E or D felony does not face a mandatory prison term.
 

Resolution 1125 calls on the New York State Legislature to increase penalties for the crime of bank robbery so that the minimum standard penalty is a class C felony, regardless of the circumstances of the bank robbery.  Noting that “several states, including Michigan, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Virginia, and West Virginia have created bank robbery statutes with minimum standard penalties for the crime of bank robbery,” the Resolution continues that in “order to deter those who are contemplating this crime and to send a message that substantial penalties will be assigned to those who engage in such criminal activity within the state of New York, increased penalties are necessary.”    The Resolution also notes that the New York City Police Department and New York Bankers Association, among others, support this proposal and that the “continued rise in the number of bank branches doing business within the city of New York further highlights the need for such increased penalties.”

� Penal Law § 160.00


� Penal Law § 160.05


� Penal Law § 155.05


� Penal Law § 155.30


� Penal Law Article 70
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