Int. No. 687

By Council Members Mark-Viverito, Brewer, Fidler, James, Koppell, Martinez, Sanders Jr., Weprin, Mendez, Gerson, Liu, and Sears

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring any building or structure that has been vacant for five years or longer to be inspected prior to the issuance of any permit to alter, repair, remove or enlarge that building or structure.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1.  Article 4 of subchapter 3 of chapter 1 of title 26 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 26-218.1 to read as follows:


§26-218.1  Inspections of vacant buildings.  a.  When a building or structure has been vacant for five years or longer, the department shall perform a structural inspection of such building or structure and shall perform such an inspection every five years thereafter where the building or structure continues to remain vacant. The department shall also perform a structural inspection of a building or structure that has been vacant for five years or longer prior to the issuance of a permit to alter, repair, remove or enlarge such building or structure, except that the commissioner may waive such inspection if the department has performed a structural inspection within the prior three years. If any violation or unsafe condition is determined to exist during the course of such inspection, the owner shall be notified forthwith of such violation or unsafe condition. 

b. For the purposes of this section, a building or structure that may lawfully be used for residential or mixed residential and commercial purposes is “vacant” if seventy-five percent or fewer of the lawful dwelling units are occupied by lawful occupants.


c.  Any owner of a building or structure shall notify the department in writing that such building or structure is vacant within five business days of such building or structure becoming vacant and shall notify the department in writing when a building or structure is no longer vacant within five business days of such occurrence. Such notice shall contain the name and business address of the owner of record of such building or structure and of any person having an ownership interest of ten percent or more and shall identify the building or structure by street address and tax block and lot. Any person who fails to provide any notice required by this subdivision shall be liable for a civil penalty in the amount of five thousand dollars in a proceeding to be brought before the environmental control board or in any court of competent jurisdiction. 


§2.  This local law shall take effect ninety days after enactment except that the commissioner of buildings shall take such actions as are necessary for its implementation, including the promulgation of rules, prior to such effective date.       
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