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Introduction

On October 29, 2003, the Committee on Sanitation, chaired by Council Member Michael E.  McMahon, and the Select Committee on Waterfronts, chaired by Council Member David Yassky, will hold a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 396.  Proposed Int. No. 396 would amend section 16-126 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York by adding a new subdivision (e) relating to snow removal procedures.   New subdivision e would require that "all salt stored for purposes of snow removal shall be stored in impermeable, weather-proof containers of a type approved by the commissioner" of sanitation.  This requirement would apply to both publicly and privately owned salt storage piles.  This local law shall take effect ninety days following enactment. 

Background

In New York City there are 34 city-owned salt storage locations, 26 of which are along the waterfront and 19 of which are outdoors and uncontained piles.  Salt piles on the waterfront are a significant concern both to the health of our environment and the value of New York’s waterfronts.  Storing unprotected salt on the waterfront poses a significant environmental problem, terrestrial and aquatic resources are damaged as chemicals in these salts seep into soil and groundwater and run off into surface water due to wind and rain.  This is the same salt that corrodes our cars and seeps into the soil and water if it is unprotected from wind and rain.  The City will protect the aquatic live, vegetation, and water quality it is currently threatening.


While New York City waters are brackish, salt from salt piles and snow increases the salinity of the water near the pile, aggravating the balance necessary for aquatic life in the vicinity.  Salt used for snow removal is also not pure sodium; additives that increase its effectiveness can have adverse consequences for the natural environment.  These include chlorine, which can be detrimental at high concentrations, sodium chloride, which, after dissolution renders chloride ions that do not easily dissipate and therefore accumulates in water to pose risks, and sodium ferrocynide, which can dissociate to form cyanide in solution and in the presence of light.  Calcium, potassium, and magnesium chlorides are also added to snow salt.
 


Funding sources for the construction of storage sheds are not limited to the New York City capital budget.  The New York State 1996 Clean Air/Clean Water Bond Act allocates money to projects that advance water quality improvements.  Funding for construction of salt storage facilities has occurred outside of New York City, primarily in watershed regions, in the past.
  Other State and Federal grant programs might be available for this capital need, as well.  


If these piles were contained in sheds, keeping their sized confined, they could free up space along the waterfronts and more easily be moved to alternate locations.  Historically, salt was barged into the city, which necessitated waterfront storage locations.  Now, salt is trucked in and could, which provides the City with more flexibility as it considers locations for salt piles.  Reducing the footprint of salt piles and moving them when an appropriate location, such as on underutilized city-owned property or under highways and bridges, becomes available could allow for development of the surrounding property as public open space with the potential to incorporate revenue generating concessions or incorporation into adjacent industrial and commercial developments.

New York City Owned Snow Salt Pile Locations

	Borough
	Sanitation District
	Location
	Coverage
	Fulltime
	Capacity (tns)
	Waterfront

	Manhattan
	M2
	Gansevoort Peninsula 
	Shed
	Fulltime
	8,000
	yes

	Manhattan
	M3
	South and Pike Streets
	Open
	 
	4,000
	yes

	Manhattan
	M3
	Henry Street
	Indoors
	 
	1,500
	yes

	Manhattan
	M7
	West 56th Street/North River
	Shed
	 
	2,000
	yes

	Manhattan
	M9
	West 140th Street/North River
	Open
	Fulltime
	4,000
	yes

	Manhattan
	M11
	East 125th Street/Harlem River
	Open
	Fulltime
	16,000
	yes

	Manhattan
	M12
	West 218th Street/Harlem River
	Open
	Fulltime
	6,000
	yes

	Bronx
	Bx2
	Hunts Point
	Dome
	Fulltime
	10,000
	yes

	Bronx
	Bx8
	176th Street/Harlem River
	2 Sheds
	Fulltime
	6,000
	 

	Bronx
	Bx7
	Van Cortlandt Park
	Tarp
	 
	4,500
	 

	Bronx
	Bx11
	Zerega Avenue
	Open
	Fulltime
	25,000
	yes

	Bronx
	Bx12
	1635 East 233rd Street
	Open
	 
	1,500
	yes

	Brooklyn
	Bkn1
	Brooklyn Navy Yard
	Shed
	Fulltime
	15,000
	yes

	Brooklyn
	Bkn2
	Hamilton Avenue
	 
	Seasonal
	1,500
	yes

	Brooklyn
	Bkn4
	Cherry Street
	Open
	Fulltime
	14,500
	yes

	Brooklyn
	Bkn5
	803 Forbell Street
	Open
	Fulltime
	8,000
	yes

	Brooklyn
	Bkn8
	1760 Atlantic Avenue
	Open
	Seasonal
	1,000
	 

	Brooklyn
	Bks1
	52nd Street @1st
	Shed
	Fulltime
	6,000
	yes

	Brooklyn
	Bks11
	1624 Shore Parkway
	2 Domes
	Fulltime
	16,000
	yes

	Brooklyn
	Bks16
	Pennsylvania Avenue
	Open
	Fulltime
	10,000
	yes

	Queens
	Qw1
	Vernon Blvd. At 43rd Avenue
	Open
	Fulltime
	10,000
	yes

	Queens
	Qw2
	Betts Avenue at 52-35 58th Street
	Dome
	Fulltime
	8,000
	 

	Queens
	Qw5
	48-01 58th Road
	Dome
	Fulltime
	8,000
	yes

	Queens
	Qw 8
	132-05 Atlantic Avenue
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Queens
	Qe1
	North Shore 120-15 31st Avenue
	Dome
	Fulltime
	8,000
	yes

	Queens
	Qe10
	Bergen Landing
	Open
	 
	10,000
	yes

	Queens
	Qe13
	South Conduit
	Dome
	Fulltime
	6,000
	yes

	Queens
	Qe13
	Creedmore, 80-45 Winchester Avenue
	Dome
	Fulltime
	8,000
	 

	Queens
	Qe13
	Cunningham Park
	Tarp/Open
	Seasonal
	1,500
	 

	Queens
	Qe14
	Edgemere
	Open
	Fulltime
	8,000
	yes

	Staten Island
	SI1
	376 Tompkins Avenue
	Dome
	Fulltime
	9,000
	 

	Staten Island
	SI2
	Father Capodanno Blvd./Sand Lane
	Tarp/Open
	Seasonal
	4,000
	yes

	Staten Island
	SI2
	2500 Richmond Avenue
	Dome
	Fulltime
	6,000
	yes

	Staten Island
	SI3
	Mt. Loretto/6581 Highland Blvd/
	Tarp/Open
	 
	3,000
	yes

	Staten Island
	SI2
	South Avenue and Travis Avenue
	Dome
	Fulltime
	8,000
	 


� Riverkeeper, "Road Salt Storage on the NYC Waterfront: Environmental Considerations," unpublished manuscript (February 2003).


� 1996 Clean Air/Clean Water Bond Act Water Quality Improvement Projects Funded Project List, at www.dec.state.ny.us/website/bondact/index.html (October 17, 2003).
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