New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Legislative Service Number:
LS No. ____
Prime Sponsor:
Council Member Phil Wong
Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to violations of certain requirements for places of assembly
Submitted by:
Council Member Phil Wong
Justification
When a restaurant or club serves liquor the community trusts that they have done the work to get a liquor license. When it is found out that the business is serving liquor illegally that is considered a grave violation of trust. Even with this major issue properly punishing the business as it breaks the rules is very difficult. 
This bill would provide that a failure to obtain a valid Place of Assembly Certificate of Operation from the Department of Buildings, in a case where beverages are offered for sale to be consumed on the premises, would be classified as an immediately hazardous violation. A violation for failing to comply with requirements regarding security guards for a Place of Assembly would also be specified as an immediately hazardous violation. Such requirements regarding security guards would also be expanded to apply to a lessee of a Place of Assembly.
Shutting down a business if it serves liquor without approval is the strongest push we can do to incentivize them to get a liquor license and follow the rules.
For these reasons, I urge my colleagues to support this legislation.
